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L    £'  T    T    E    R      CCCLX. 

WILLIAM     PULTENEY,     ESQJ    AFTERWARDS 
EARL   OF    BATH,     TO   DR  SWIFT. 

PEAR  sm,  London^    Sept.  3.   1726. 

1  RECEIVED  the  favour  of  your  kind  letter  at 
my  Lord  Chetwyn's  ;  and  though  you  had  fo 
much  goodnefs  as  to  forbid  my  anfwering  it 
at  that  time,  yet  I  mould  be  inexcufable,  now  I 
have  perfectly  recovered  my  health  and  ftrength, 
if  I  did  not  return  you  my  very  hearty  thanks  for 
your  concern  for  me  during  myillnefs.  Though 
our  acquaintance  has  pot  been  of  long  date,  yet 
1  think  1  may  venture  to  afiure  you,  that,  even 
among  your  old  friends,  you  have  not  many 
who  have  a  jufter  regard  for  your  merit  than  I 
have.  I  could  wifli  that  thofe,  who  are  more  able 
to  ferve  you  than  I  am,  had  the  fame  defire  of 
doing  it.  And  yet  methinks,  now  I  confider  it, 
and  reflect  who  they  are,  I  fhould  be  forry  they 
had  the  merit  of  doing  fo  right  a  thing.  As  well 
as  I  wilh  you,  I  would  rather  not  have  you  pro- 
vided for  yet,  than  provided  for  by  thofe  that  I 
don't  like.  Mr  Pope  tells  me,  that  we  fhall  fee 
VOL.  XV.  A  you 
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you  in  fpring.  When  we  meet  again,  I  flatter 
myfelf  we  lhall  not  part  fo  foon  ;  and  I  am  in 
hopes  you  will  allow  me  a  longer  mare  of  your 
company  than  you  did.  All  I  can  fay  to  engage 
you  to  come  a  little  oftener  to  my  houfe,  is  to 
promife  that  you  mail  not  have  one  dim  of  meat 
fo  difguifed,  but  you  {hall  eafily  know  what  it  is. 
You  (hall  have  a  cup  of  your  own  for  fmall-beer 
and  wine  mixed  together ;  you  fhall  have  no  wo- 
men at  table,  if  you  don't.like  them,  and  no  men 
but  fuch  as  like  you.  I  wifhed  mightily  to  be  in 
London  before  you  left  it,  having  fomething 
which  I  would  willingly  have  communicated  to 
you,  that  I  do  not  think  fo  difcreet  to  truft  to  a. 
letter.  Do  not  let  your  expectations  be  raifed  as 
if  it  was  a  matter  of  any  great  confequence  :  It 
is  not  that,  though  I  mould  be  mighty  glad  you 
knew  it ;  and  perhaps  I  may  foon  find  a  way  of 
letting  you  do  fo. 

Our  parliament,  they  now  fay,  is  not  to  meet 
till  after  Chriftmas,  the  chief  bufmefs  of  it  being 
to  give  money.  It  may  be  proper  the  minifters 
(hould  know,  a  little  before  it  meets,  how  much 
farther  they  have  run  the  nation  in  debt,  that  they 
may  prudently  conceal  or  provide  what  they 
think  fit.  I  am  told,  that  many  among  us  be- 
gin to  grumble  that  England  mould  be  obliged 
to  fupport  the  charge  of  a  very  expenfive  war, 
whilft  all  the  other  powers  of  Europe  are  in 
peace.  But  I  will  enter  no  farther  into  public 
matters,  taking  it  for  granted,  that  a  letter  di- 
recled  to  you,  and  franked  by  me,  cannot  fail 
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of  railing  the  curiofity  of  fome  of  our  vigilant 
minifters,  and  that  they  will  cpen  it,  though  we 
know  it  is  not  cuftomary  for  them  fo  to  do.  Mrs 
Pulteney  is  very  much  your  humble  fervant,  and 
I  am,  with  great  truth,  Sir,  your  mod  obedient 
humble  fervant. 


LETTER      CCCLXI. 

MR   GAY   TO  DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  London,  Sept.  16.  1726. 

SINCE  I  wrote  laft,  I  have  been  always  upon 
the  ramble.  I  have  been  in  Oxfordshire 
with  the  Duke  and  Dutchefsof  Qiieenfberry,  and 
at  Peterfham,  and  wherefoever  they  would  carry 
me  5  but  as  they  will  go  to  Wiltmire  without 
me,  on  Tuefday  next,  for  two  or  three  months, 
I  believe  I  (hall  then  have  finifhed  my  travels  for 
this  year,  and  (hall  not  go  farther  from  London, 
than  now  and  then  to  Twickenham.  I  faw  Mr 
Pope  on  Sunday,  who  hath  lately  efcaped  a  very 
great  danger  j  but  is  very  much  wounded  acrofs 
his  right  hand.  Coming  home  in  the  dark  a- 
bout  a  week  ago,  alone  in  my  Lord  Boling- 
broke's  coach  from  Dawley,  he  was  overturned, 
where  a  bridge  has  been  broken  down,  near 
Whitton,  about  a  mile  from  his  own  houfe.  He 
•was  thrown  into  the  river  with  the  glafles  of  the 
coach  up,  and  was  up  to  the  knots  of  his  peri- 
wig in  water.  The  footman  broke  the  glafs  to 
A  2  draw 
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draw  him  out ;  by  which,  he  thinks  he  received 
the  cut  acrofs  his  hand,  lie  was  afraid  he  mould 
have  loll  the  ufe  of  his  little  finger,  and  the 
next  to  it ;  but  the  furgeon,  whom  he  fent  for 
laft  Sunday  from  London  to  examine  it,  told 
him  that  his  fingers  were  fafe  j  that  there  were 
two  nerves  cut,  but  no  tendon.  He  was  in  very 
good  health,  and  very  good  fpirits,  and  the 
•wound  in  a  fair  way  of  being  foon  healed*. 
The  inftru&ions  you  fent  me  to  communicate  to 
the  doctor  about  the  finger,  I  tranfcribed  from 
your  own  letter  and  fent  to  him  ;  for,  at  that 
time,  he  was  going  every  other  day  to  Wind- 
ier-park to  vifit  Mr  Congreve,  who  hath  been 
extremely  ill,  but  is  now  recovered.  I  dined 
and  fupped  on  Monday  laft  with  Lord  and  Lady 
Bolingbroke,  at  Lord  Berkeley's,  at  Cranford, 
and  returned  to  London  with  the  Duke  and 
Dutchefs  of  Queenfberry,  on  jTuefday  by  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  You  are  remembered 
always  with  great  refpe£t  by  all  your  acquaint- 
ance, and  every  one  of  them  wifhes  for  your 
return.  The  lottery  begins  to  be  drawn  on  Mon- 
day next,  but  my  week  of  attendance  will  he 
the  firft  in  October.  I  am  obliged  to  follow  the 
engravers  to  make  them  difpatch  my  plates  for 
the  Fables  i  for  without  it  I  find  they  proceed 
ut  very  ilowly.  I  take  your  advice  in  this,  as 
I  wifh  to  do  in  all  things,  and  frequently  revife 
i«v  work,  in  order  to  finith  it  as  well  as  I  can. 

Mr 

•   See  Lord  Bolingbroke's  account  of  tUis  accident,   ia 
hi* letter  Jatcd  September  2i-  1726. 
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MrPulteney  takes  the  letter  you  fent  him  in  the 
kindeft  manner ;  and  I  believe  he  is,  except  a 
few  excurfions,  fixed  in  town  for  the  winter. 
As  for  the  particular  affair  that  you  want  to  be 
informed  in,  we  are  as  yet  wholly  in  the  dark  » 
but  Mr  Pope  will  follow  your  inftructions.  I 
have  not  feen  Mrs  Howard  a  great  while,  which 
you  know  mud  be  a  great  mortification  and  felf- 
denial  ;  but  in  my  cafe  it  is  particularly  unhap- 
py, that  a  man  cannot  contrive  to  be  in  two 
places  at  the  fame  time  :  If  I  could,  while  you 
are  there,  one  of  them  mould  be  always  Dublin. 
But,  after  all,  it  is  a  filly  thing  to  be  with  a 
friend  byhalvesj  fo  that  I  will  give  up  all  thoughts 
of  bringing  {his  project  to  perfection,  if  you 
will  contrive  that  we  mail  meet  igain  foon.  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  obliged  and  affection- 
ate friend  and  fervant. 

J.    GAY. 


LETTER      CCCLXII. 

BR    ARBUTHNOTT    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

London,  Sept.  20.  1726. 

I  HAVE   been  balancing,  dear  Sir,  thefe  three 
days,    whether  I  mould  write  to  you  firft. 
Laying  afide  the  fuperiority  of  your   dignity,   I 
thought  a  notiacation  was  due  to  me,  as  well  as 
to   two  others  of  my  friends  :    Then  I  confuier- 
cd,  that  this  was  done  in  the  public  news,  with 
A  3  all 
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all  the  formalities  of  reception  of  a  lord-lieute- 
nant. I  reflected  on  the  dependency  of  Ireland; 
but,  faid  I,  what  if  my  friend  fhould  difpute 
this  ?  Then  I  confulered,  that  letter*  were  al- 
ways introduced  at  firft  from  the  civilized  to  the 
barb.irous  kingdom.  In  fhort,  my  affection, 
and  the  pleafure  of  correfponding  with  my  dear 
friend,  prevailed ;  and  fince  you  moft  difdain- 
fully  and  barbaroufly  confined  me  to  two  lines 
a-month,  I  was  refolved  to  plague  you  with 
twenty  times  that  number,  though  I  think  it 
was  a  fort  of  a  compliment  to  be  fuppofed  ca- 
pable of  faying  any  thing  in  two  lines.  The 
Gafcoyne  afked  only  to  fpeak  one  word  to  the 
French  King  j  which  the  King  confining  him  to, 
he  brought  a  paper,  and  faid,  Signcz,  and  not  a 
•word  more.  Your  negotiation  with  the  finging 
man  is  in  the  hands  of  my  daughter  Nancy, 
who,  I  can  affiire  you,  will  neglect  nothing 
that  concerns  you  :  She  has  wrote  about  it.  Mr 
Pope  has  been  in  hazard  of  his  life  by  drowning: 
Coming  late  two  weeks  ago,  from  Lord  Boling- 
broke's  in  his  coach  and  fix,  a  bridge  on  a  little 
river  being  broke  down,  they  were  obliged  to  go 
through  the  water,  which  was  not  too  high  ;  but 
the  coach  was  overturned  in  it ;  and  the  glafs 
being  up,  which  he  could  not  break  nor  get 
down,  he  was  very  near  drowned  ;  for  the  foot- 
man was  fluck  in  the  mud,  and  could  hardly 
come  in  time  to  his  afijftance.  He  had  that  in 
common  with  Horace,  that  it  was  occafioned  by 
the  trunk  of  a  tree  5,  but  it  was  trunco  rktda  il- 
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/apfa,  neque  Fattnus  iElum  dextra  Irvabat ;  for  he 
was  wounded  in  the  left  hand,  but,  thank  God, 
•without  any  danger  -,  but,  by  the  cutting  of  a 
large  veffel,  loft  a  great  deal  of  blood.  I  have 
been  with  Mrs  Howard,  who  has  a  mcft  intole- 
table  pain  in  one  fide  of  her  head.  I  had  a  great 
deal  of  difcourfe  with  your  friend,  her  Royal 
Highnefs.  She  infifled  upon  your  wit  and  good 
converfation.  I  told  her  Royal  Highnefs,  that 
was  not  what  I  valued  you  for,  but  for  being  a 
£ncere  honeft  man,  and  fpeaking  the  truth, 
when  others  were  afraid  to  fpeak  it.  I  have 
been  for  near  three  weeks  together  every  day  at 
the  Dutchefs  of  Maryborough's,  with  Mr  Con- 
greve,  who  has  been  like  to  die  with  a  fever 
and  the  gout  in  his  flomach ;  but  he  is  now 
better,  and  like  to  do  well.  My  brother  was 
like  to  be  caft  away  going  to  France  ;  there  was 
a  fhip  loft  juft  by  him.  I  write  this  in  a  dull 
humour,  but  with  moft  fincere  affection,  to  an 
ungrateful  man  as  you  are,  that  minds  every  bo- 
dy more  than  me,  except  what  concerns  my  in- 
tereft.  My  dear  friend,  farewel. 

LETTER      CCCLXIII. 

LORD  BOLINGBROKE  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

London,  Stpt.  22.   1726. 

A    BOOKSELLER,  who  fays  he  is  in  a  few  days 
«£•*•     going  to  Dublin,  calls  here,  and  offers  to 
carry  a  letter  to  you.     I  cannot  refift  the  temp- 
tation 
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tation  of  writing  to  you,  though  I  have  nothing 
to  fay  more  by  this  conveyance  than  I  fhould 
have  by  that  of  the  poft  ;  though  I  have  lately 
clubbed  with  Pope  to  make  up  a  moil  elegant  e- 
piltle  to  you  in  profe  and  verfe  j  and  though  I 
wrote  the  other  day  the  firft  paragraph  of  that 
Chedder  *  letter  which  is  preparing  for  you. 
The  only  excufe,  then,  which  I  can  plead  for 
writing  now,  is,  that  the  letters  will  coft  you 
nothing.  Have  you  heard  of  the  accident  which 
befel  poor  Pope  in  going  lately  from  me  ?  A 
bridge  was  down,  the  coach  forced  to  go  through 
the  water,  the  bank  fteep,  a  hole  on  one  fide, 
and  a  block  of  timber  on  the  other,  the  night  as 
dark  as  pitch.  In  fhort^  he  overturned  ;  the  fall 
was  broke  by  the  water ;  but  the  glafies  were 
up,  and  he  might  have  been  drowned,  if  one  of 
my  men  had  not  broke  a  glafs,  and  pulled  him 
out  through  the  window.  His  right  hand  was 
feverely  cut ;  but  the  furgeon  thinks  him  in  no 
danger  of  lofing  the  ufe  of  his  fingers :  Howe- 
ver, he  has  lately  had  very  great  pains  in  that 
arm  from  the  fiioulder  downwards,  which  might 

create 

*  A  Chedder  letter  is  a  letter  written  by  the  contribu- 
tion  of  feveral  friends,  each  ftirnifhing  a  paragraph. 
The  name  is  borrowed  from  that  of  a  large  anil  excel- 
lent cheefe  nradc  at  Chedder  ia  Gloucefterfliire,  where 
all  the  dairies  contribute  to  make  the  cheefe,  which  is 
thus  made  of  new  milk  or  frefh  cream;  of  which,  one 
dairy  not  fiirnilhing  a  fnfficient  quantity,  the  common 
practice  is  to  make  cheefe  of  milk  or  cream  that  has  been 
fet  by,  till  a  proper  quantity  is  procured,  aud  then  par* 
of  it  at  leaft  is  ftalc. 
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create  a  fufpicion  that  fome  of  the  glafs  remains 
ftill  in  the  flefli.  St  Andre  fays  there  is  none. 
If  fo,  thefe  pains  are  owing  to  a  cold  he  took  in 
a  fit  of  gallantry,  which  carried  him  acrofs  the 
water  to  fee  Mrs  Howard,  who  has  been  ex- 
tremely ill,  but  is  much  better.  Juft  as  I  am 
writing,  I  hear  that  Dr  Arbuthnott  fays,  that 
Pope's  paina  are  rheumatic,  and  have  no  rela- 
tion to  his  wounds.  He  fuffers  very  much  }  I 
will  endeavour  to  fee  him  to-morrow.  Let  me 
hear  from  you  as  often  as  you  can  afford  td 
write.  I  would  fay  fomething  to  you  of  myfelf, 
if  I  had  any  good  to  fay  j  but  I  am  much  in  the 
fame  way  in  which  you  left  me,  eternally  bufy 
about  trifles,  difagreeable  in  themfelves,  but  ren- 
dered fupportable  by  their  end  •,  which  is,  to 
enable  me  to  bury  myfelf  from  the  world  (who 
cannot  be  more  tired  of  me  than  I  am  of  it)  in 
an  agreeable  fepulchre.  I  hope  to  bring  this  a- 
bout  by  next  fpring,  and  fhail  be  glad  to  fee  you 
at  my  funeral.  Adieu. 


LETTER 


DEAN    SWIF  T's 


LETTER      CCCLXIV. 

DR  ARBUTHNOTT  TO  DR  SWIFT,  THEN  IT* 
LONDON  *. 

DEAR  SIR,  [Indorfed  1726.] 

I  HAVE  been  at  your  lodgings  this  morning, 
but  you  was  out  early.  Her  Royal  High- 
nefs  begs  the  honour  of  a  -vifit  from  you  on 
Thurfday  night  at  feven  o'clock.  You  are  to  be 
attended  by,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  faithful  humble 
fervant, 

JO.  ARBUTHNOTT. 

I  hope  you  will  not  engage  yourfelf  at 
that  hour  j  but  I  {hall  fee  you  before 
that  time.  Tuefday,  3  o'clock. 


LETTER      CCCLXV. 

MR  GAY  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Whitehall,  0#.  22.  1726". 

BEFORE  I  fay  one  word  to  you,  give  me  leave 
to    fay   fomething   of    the    other   gentle- 
man's affair.      The   letter  was  fent  j    and  the 

anfwcr 

*  The  Dean  went  to  London  in  the  beginning  of  April 
1726;  and  this  invitation  was  made  by  her  Royal  High- 
nefs,  afterwards  Oueen  Caroline,  foon  after-;  but  it  is  ua- 
ccrtaio  o/n  what  day. 
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anfwer  was,  That  every  thing  was  finished  and 
concluded  according  to  orders  ;  and  that  it  would 
be  publicly  known  to  be  fo  in  a  very  few  days ; 
fo  that  I  think  there  can  be  no  occafion  for  his 
writing  any  more  about  this  affair. 

The  letter  you  wrote  to  Mr  Pope  was  not 
received  till  eleven  or  twelve  days  after  date  j 
and  the  port-office,  we  fuppofe,  have  very  vigi- 
lant officers ;  for  they  had  taken  care  to  make 
him  pay  for  a  double  letter.  I  wifh  I  could  tell 
you,  that  the  cutting  of  the  tendon  of  two  of  his 
fingers  was  a  joke ;  but  it  is  really  fo  :  The  wound 
is  quite  healed  ;  his  hand  is  ftill  weak,  and  the 
two  fingers  drop  downwards,  as  I  told  you  be- 
fore *  ;  but  I  hope  it  will  be  very  little  trouble- 
fome  or  detrimental  to  him.  In  anfwer  to  our 
letter  of  maps,  pictures,  and  receipts,  you  call  it 
a  tripartite  letter.  If  you  will  examine  it  once 
again,  you  will  find  fome  lines  of  Mrs  Howard, 
and  fome  of  Mr  Pulteney,  which  you  have  not- 
taken  the  lead  notice  of.  The  receipt  of  the 
veal  is  of  Moniieur  Davaux,  Mr  Pulteney's  cook  ; 
and  it  hath  been  approved  of  at  one  of  our 
Twickenham  entertainments.  The  difficulty  of 
the  fauce-pan,  I  believe,  you  will  find  is  owing 
to  a  negligence  in  perufing  the  manufcript ;  for, 
if  I  remember  right,  it  is  there  called  a  (lew-pan. 
Your  earthen  veflel,  provided  it  is  clofe  (lopped, 
I  allow  to  be  a  good  fuccedaneurn.  As  to  the 

boiling 

•  In  his  preceding  letter,  he  fay«,  no  tendon  is  cut: 
He  mutt  therefore  refer  to  a  letter  not  in  tki*  colleftion. 
if  his  memory  did  cot  fail  him. 
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boiling  chickens  in  a  wooden  bowl,  I  (hall  b« 
tnjite  afhamed  to  com'wk  Mrs  Howard  upon  your 
account,  who  thinks  berfelf  entirely  neglected 
by  you>  in  not  writing  to  her  as  you  promifed  : 
However,  let  her  take  it  as  (he  will,  to  ferve  a 
friend,  I'll  venture  to  a{k  it  of  her.  The  Prince 
and  his  family  come  to  fettle  in  town  to-mor- 
row. That  Mr  Pulteney  expend  an  anfwer  to 
his  letter,  aod  would  be  extremely  plcafed  to 
hear  from  you,  is  very  certain  i  for  I  have  heard 
him  talk  of  it  with  expectation  for  above  a  fort- 
night. 

I  have  of  late  been  very  much  out  of  order  with 
a  flight  fever,  which  I  am  not  yet  quite  free 
from.  It  was  occauoned  by  a  cold,  which  my 
attendance  at  the  Guild-Hall  improved.  I  have 
not  a  friend,  who  has  got  any  thing  under  rny 
adminiftration,  but  the  Dutchefs  of  Queenfberry, 
who  hath  had  a  benefit  of  a  thoufand  pound*. 
Your  mentioning  Mr  Rollinfon  *fo  kindly,  will, 
I  knpw,  give  him  much  pleafure  ;  for  he  always 
talks  of  you  with  great  regard,  and  in  the  ilrong- 
eft  terms  of  friendfliip.  He  hath  been  of  late  ill 
of  a  fever,  but  is  recovered  fo  as  to  go  abroad  and 
take  the  air.  . 

If  the  engravers  keep  their  word  with  me,  I 
(hall  be  able  to  pubiifli  my  Fables  foon  after 
Chriltmas.  The  Doctor's  book  f  is  entirely 

printed 

•  «  A  great  friend  of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  Dr  Swift,  and 
Mr  Pope.  He  married  the  widow  of  John  Earl  of  Win- 
chelfea.' 

t  '  Arbuthnott's  tables  of  ancient  coins,  &c.' 
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printed  off,  and  will  be  very  foon  published.  I 
believe  you'll  expect  that  I  (hould  give  you  feme  ac- 
count how  I  havefpent  my  time  fmce  you  left  me. 
I  have  attended  my  diitreiTed  friend  at  Twicken- 
ham, and  been  his  amamtcnfis,  which  you  know- 
is  no  idle  charge.  I  have  read  about  half  Vir- 
gii,  and  half  Spenfer's  Fairy-queen.  I  ftill  de- 
fpife  court-preferments,  fo  that  I  lofe  no  time 
upon  attendance  on  great  men  ;  and  ftill  can  find 
amufement  enough  without  quadrille,  which 
here  is  the  univerfal  employment  of  life. 

I  thought  you  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  me, 
fo  that  I  determined  not  to  ftir  out  of  my  lod- 
gings till  I  had  anfwered  your  letter  ;  and  I  think 
I  liiall  very  probably  hear  more  of  the  matter 
(which  I  mention  in  the  firft  paragraph  of  this 
letter)  as  foon  as  I  go  abroad  ;  for  I  expect  it  e- 
very  day.  We  have  no  nev/s  as  yet  of  MrtStop- 
ford  :  Mr  Rollinfon  told  me  he  {hall  know  of  his 
arrival,  and  will  fend  me  word.  Lord  Boling- 
broke  hath  been  to  make  a  vifit  to  Sir  William 
Wyndham.  I  hear  he  is  returned,  but  I  have 
not  feen  him.  If  I  had  been  in  a  better  ftate  of 
health,  and  Mrs  Howard  *  were  not  to  come  Jo 
town  to-morrow,  I  would  have  gone,  to  Mr 
Pope's  to-day,  to  have  dined  with  him  there  on 
Monday. 

You  afk  me  how  to  addrefs  to  Lord  B , 

when  you  are  difpofed  to  write  to  him.     If  you 
mean  Lord  Burlington,  he  is  not  yet  returned 

VOL.  XVI.  B  from 

*  Afterwards  Countefs  of  Suffolk,  from  whom  Mr  Gay 
at  this  time  hud  c:;nc Bunions. 
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from  France,  but  is  expected  every  day.  If  you 
mean  Lord  Bathurft,  he  is  in  Gloucefterihire, 
and  makes  but  a  very  fhort  flay ;  fo  tHat  if  you 
dire6t  to  one  of  them  in  St  James' s-fquare,  or  to 
the  other  at  Burlington-houfe  in  Piccadilly,  your 
letter  will  find  them.  I  will  make  your  compli- 
ments to  Lord  Chefterfield  and  Mr  Pulteney ; 
and  I  beg  you,  in  return,  to  make  mine  to  Mr 
Ford.  Next  week  I  (hall  have  a  new  coat,  and 
new  buttons  for  the  birth-day,  though  I  don't 
know  but  a  turn-coat  might  have  been  more  for 
my  advantage.  Your's  moft  fincerely  and  affec- 
tionately. 

P.  S.  I  hear  that  Lord  Bolingbroke  will  be  in 
town,  at  his  houfe  in  Pall-mall,  next  week. 

As  "we  cannot  enjoy  any  good  things  without 
your  partaking  of  it,  accept  the  following  receipt 
for  ftewing  veal 


* 


Take  a  knuckle  of  veal ; 
You  may  buy  it,  or  fteal. 
In  a  few  pieces  cut  it : 
In  a  ftewing-pan  put  it. 
Salt,  pepper,  and  mace 
Mull  feafon  this  knuckle  ; 
Then  f  what's  join'd  to  a  place, 
With  other  herbs  muckle  ; 

That 

•  •  This  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  receipt  of  Mr  Pulleney's 
cook,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  letter,  ver- 
ified. 

|  Vulgo,  falary. 
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That  which  killed  King  *  Will  -, 

And  what  never  f  ftands  ftill. 

Some  t  fprigs  of  that  bed 

Where  children  are  bred  ; 

Which  much  you  will  mend,  if 

Both  fpinnage  and  endive, 

And  Isttice  and  beet, 

With  marygoid  meet. 

Put  no  water  at  all, 

For  it  maketh  things  fmall ; 

Which  left  it  mould  happen, 

A  clofe  cover  clap  on.      < 

Put  this  pot  of  Wood's  metal  |] 

In  a  hot  boiling  kettle, 

And  there  let  it  be 

(Mark  the  doctrine  I  teach) 

About —  let  me  fee, — 

Thrice  as  long  as  you  preach  §  ; 

So  (kimming  the  fat  off, 

Say  grace  with  your  hat  off. 

O  then  with  what  rapture 

Will  it  fill  Dean  and  Chapter  ! 

B2  LETTER 

*  Suppofed  forril. 

t  This  is  by  I)r  Bentley  thought  to  be  time,  or  thyme, 

t  Parlley.     Vide  Chambcrlojne. 

|  Copper. 

J  '  Which  we  fuppofe  to  kc  near  four  hour*.' 
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LETTER      CCCLXVI. 

DR  ARBUTHNOTT   TO  DR   SWIFT. 

London,  Nov.  8.  1726. 

T  TAKE  it  mighty  kindly  th.it  a  nun  of  your 
•*-  high  port,  dear  Sir,  was  pleafed  to  write  me 
fo  long  a  letter.  I  look  upon  the  captain  Tom 
of  a  great  nation  to  be  a  much  greater  man  than 
the  governor  of  it. 

I  am  forry  your  commiflion  about  your  finger 
has  not  been  executed  fooner.  It  is  not  Nanny's 
fault,  who  has  fpoke  feveral  times  to  Dr  Pepufch 
about  it,  and  wrote  three  or  four  letters,  and  re- 
ceived for  anfwer,  that  he  would  write  for  the 
young  fellow  •,  but  ftill  nothing  is  done.  I  will 
endeavour  to  get  his  name  and  direction,  and 
write  to  him  myfelf. 

Your  books  (hall  be  fent  as  directed  :  They 
have  been  printed  above  a  month  ;  but  I  cannot 
get  my  fubfcribers  names  *.  I  will  make  over 
all  my  profits  to  you  for  the  property  of  Gulli- 
ver's travels,  which,  I  believe,  will  have  as  great 
a  run  as  John  Bunyan.  Gulliver  is  a  happy 
man  that,  at  his  age,  can  write  fuch  a  merry 
book. 

I  made  my  Lord  Archhifhop's  f  compliment 5 

to 

•  To  a  work  in  4to,  intitled,  "  Tables  of  Ancient  Coins, 
Weights,  and  Meafures,  explained  and  exemplified  in  fc- 
reral  DifTertations.' 

t  '  Probably  Archbifhop  Kin£  of  Dublin.' 
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to  her  Royal  Highnefs,  who  returns  his  Grace  her 
thanks ;  at  fame  time,  Mrs  Howard  read  your 
letter  to  herfelf.  The  princefs  immediately  fei- 
zed  on  your  plaid  *  for  her  own  ufe,  and  has  or- 
dered the  young  princefles  to  be  clad  in  the 
fame.  When  I  had  the  honour  to  fee  her,  fhe 
•was  reading  Gulliver,  and  was  jufl  come  to  the 
pafiage  of  the  hobbling  prince  ;  which  (he  laugh- 
ed at^  I  tell  you  freely,  the  part  of  the  projec- 
tors is  the  leaft  brilliant.  Lewis  f  grumbles  a 
little  at  it,  and  fays  he  wants  the  key  to  it,  and 
is  daily  refigning.  I  fuppofe  he  will  be  able  to 
publifh  like  Barnevelt  |  in  time.  I  gave  your 
fervice  to  Lady  Harvey  She  is  in  a  little  fort 
of  a  miff  about  a  ballad  that  was  wrote  on  her,  to 
the  tune  of  Molly  Mog,  and  fent  to  her  in  the 
name  of  a  begging  poet.  She  was  bit,  and  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  begging  poet,  and  defired  him  to 
change  two  double  entendres  •,  which  the  au- 
thors Mr  Pulteney  and  Lord  Chefterfield,  chan- 
ged to  fingle  entendres.  I  was  againft  that, 
though  I  had  a  hand  in  the  firft.  She  is  not 
difpleafed,  I  believe,  with  the  ballad,  but  only 
•with  being  bit, 

B  3  There 

*  The  Dean  fent  a  prefect  of  feme  filk  plaids  from 
Ireland,  for  the  Priucefs  c£  Wales  and  the  young  prin- 
cefles. 

f  '  Eraf  nvts  Lewi,-:,  Efq;' 

J  This  refers  to  a  pamphlet,  mtitled,  <  A  Key  to  the 
Lock:  or,  A  Treatife,  proving  he  yond  all  Contradiction 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  .1  late  poem,  intuled,  The 
Kc.te  of  the  Lock,  to  Government  and  reliaion.'  By  Ef- 
«!ras  Barnevelt,  Apothecary.  The  fecond  editioa  of  this 
piece  was  publiihud  in  1715,  in  8vo. 
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There  has  been  a  comical  paper  about  qua- 
drille *,  defcribing  in  the  terms  of  a  lewd  de- 
bauch among  four  ladies,  meeting  four 'gallants, 
two  of  a  ruddy,  and  two  of  a  fwarthy  com- 
plexion, talking  of  their  a— es,  &<:.  The  riddle  is 
carried  on  in  pretty  ftrong  terms ;  it  was  not 
found  out  a  long  time.  The  ladies,  imagining 
it  to  be  a  real  thing,  began  to  guefs  who  were  of 
the  party.  A  great  minifter  was  for  hanging 
the  author.  In  mort,  it  has  made  very  good  fport. 

Gay  has  had  a  little  fever,  but  is  pretty  well 
recovered ;  fo  is  Mr  Pope.  We  fhall  meet  at 
Lord  Bolingbroke's  on  Thurfday,  in  town,  at 
dinner,  and  remember  you.  Gulliver  is  in  every 
body's  hands.  Lord  Scarborough,  who  is  no  in- 
ventor of  (lories,  told  me,  that  he  fell  in  compa- 
ny with  a  mailer  of  a  (hip,  who  told  him  that  he 
was  very  well  acquainted  with  Gulliver ;  but 
that  the  printer  had  millaken,  that  he  lived  in 
Wapping,  and  not  at  Piotherhithe.  I  lent  the 
book  to  an  old  gentleman,  who  went  immediate- 
ly to  his  map  to  fear-eh  for  Lilliput. 

We  expeft  war  her?.  The  city  of  London 
are  all  crying  out  for  it ;  that  they  fhnll  be  all 
undone  without  it,  there  being  now  a  total  Hop- 
page  of  all  trade.  I  think  one  of  the  beft  cour- 
fos  will  be,  to  rig  out  a  privateer  for  the  Welt- 
Indies.  Will  you  be  concerned  ?  We  will  build 
her  at  Bermudas,  and  get  Mr  Dsau  Berkeley  f 
to  be  our  manager. 

*  Written  by  Mr  Congreve. 

t  He  formed  a  defign  of  fixing  an  unlvcrfity  in  ihs  Ber- 
mudas.    Sea  note  oa  B  jlin^braki's  letter,  dated  July  24. 

1725. 
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I  had  the  honour  to  fee  Lord  Oxford,  who 
afked  kindly  for  you,  and  f aid  he  would  write  to 
you.  If  the  project  goes  on  of  printing  fome 
papers,  he  has  promifed  to  give  copies  of  fome 
things,  which  I  believe  cannot  be  found  elfe- 
where.  My- brother  Robert  has  been  very  ill  of 
a  rheumatifm.  Wifhing  you  all  health  and  hap- 
pinefs,  and  not  daring  to  write  my  paper  on  the 
other  fide,  I  muft  remain,  dear  Sir,  your  rnoft 
faithful  humble  fervant, 

JO.  ARBUTHNOTT. 


LETTER      CCCLXVII. 

MRS    HOWARD    (SINCE    COUNTESS  OF ) 

TO   DR  SWIFT. 

Nov.  1726. 

IDID  not  expeft,  that  the  fight  of  my  ring- 
would  produce  the  effedt  it  has.  I  was  in 
fuch  a  hurry  to  fhew  your  plaid  to  the  princefs, 
that  I  -could  not  ftay  to  put  it  into  the  (hape  you 
defired.  It  pleafed  extremely,  and  I  have  orders 
to  lit  it  up  according  to  the  firil  defign  •,  but  as 
this  is  not  proper  for  the  public,  your  are  de- 
fired  to  fend  over,  for  the  fame  princefs's  ufe, 
the  height  of  the  Brobdingnag  dwarf  multiplied 
by  21.  The  young  princefles  mud  be  taken  care 
of ;  theirs  mutt  be  in  three  fhaies:  For  a  (hort 
method,  you  may  draw  a  line  of  20  feet,  and 
upon  that,  by  two  circles,  form  an  equilateral 

triangle  j 
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triangle;  then  meafuring  each  fide  you  will  find 
the  proper  quantity  and  proper  divifion.  If  you 
want  a  more  particular  or  better  rule,  I  refer  you 
to  the  academy  of  Legado  *.  I  am  of  opinion 
many  of  this  kingdom  will  foon  appear  in  your 
plaid.  To  this  end  it  will  be  highly  neceflfary, 
that  care  be  taken  of  difpofing  of  the  purple,  the 
yellow  and  white  filks  ;  and  though  the  greens 
are  for  the  princeffes,  the  officers  are  very  vigi- 
lant j  fo  take  care  they  are  not  feized.  Don't 
forget  to  be  obfervant  how  you  difpofe  of  the  co- 
lours. I  fhall  take  all  particular  precautions  to 
have  the  money  ready,  and  to  return  it  the  way 
you  judge  fafeft.  I  think  it  would  be  worth 
your  reflecting  in  what  manner  the  chequer 
might  be  be  ft  managed. 

The  princefs  will  take  care,  that  you  fhall  have 
pumps  fufficient  to  ferve  you  till  you  return  to 
England  5  but  thinks  you  cannot,  in  common 
decency,  appear  in  heels  f,  and  therefore  advifes 
your  keeping  clofe  till  they  arrive.  Here  are  fe- 
veral  Lilliputian  mathematicians,  fo  that  the 
length  of  your  head,  or  of  your  foot,  is  a  fuffi- 
cient meafure.  Send  it  by  the  firft  opportunity. 
Don't  forget  our  good  friends  the  500  weavers. 
You  may  omit  the  gold  thread.  Many  difputes 
have  arifen  here,  whether  the  Big-Endians  and 
Leffer-Endians  ever  differed  in  opinion  about 
the  breaking  of  eggs,  when  they  were  to  be  ei- 
ther 

»  Sec  Gnlliver's  travels. 

f  Sec  Gullivers  travels,  where  high  and  low  heels  are 
jnad«  the  diiihiclion  of  political  parties. 
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tfcer  buttered  or  poached  ?  Or  whether  this  part 
qf  cookery  was  ever  known  in  Lilliput  ?  I  cannot 
conclude  without  telling  you,  that  our  iftand  is 
in  great  joy  ;  one  of  our  yahoos  having  been  de- 
livered of  a  creature,  half  ram  and  half  yahoo  j 
and  another  has  brought  forth  four  perfetfc  black 
rabbits  *.  May  we  not  hope,  and  with  fome 
probability  expe£t,  that,  in  time,  our  female  ya- 
hoos will  produces  race  of  Houyhnhnms  ?  I  am, 
Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

SIEVE  YAHOO  f. 


LETTER      CCCLXVIII. 

N<rv*  1 6.  1716. 

I  HA  VE  refolved  to  take  time  ;  and  in  fpite  of 
all  misfortunes  and  demurs,  which  ficknefs, 
lamenefs,  or  difability  of  any  kind  can  throw  in  my 
way,  to  write  you  (at  intervals)  a  long  letter.  My 
two  lead  fingers  of  one  hand  hang  impediments 
to  the  others  $,  like  ufelefs  dependents,  who  only 

take 

•  This  alludes  to  a  famous  impofter,  Mary  Tofts,  of 
Godalmin,  in  Surry,  called  the  rabbitwomrui,  who,  in 
Nov.  1726,  pretended  to  be  delivered  of  living  rabbits, 
and  hnpofed,  among  others,  upon  St  Andre,  a  phyucian, 
who  washer  advocate,  I  think,  in  print. 

t  Sieve  Yahoo  is  a  name  given  by  Swiff,  in  his  Gulli- 
ver's travels,  to  a  court  lady. 

\  This  was  occaiioned  by  a  bad  accident  as  he  was  re- 
turning home  in  a  friend's  chariot ;  \rhich  in  pafling  a 
bridge  was  overturned,  and  thrown  with  the  horfes  into 
the  river.  The  glafles  bemjr  up,  and  Mr  fopc;  unable  to 

break 
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take  up  room,  and  never  are  active  or  affiftant 
to  our  wants.  I  {hall  never  be  much  the  better 
for  them.— I  congratulate  you  firft  upon  what 
you  call  your  coufm's  wonderful  book,  which  is 
fublica  trita  rnan:i  at  prefent,  and  I  prophefy  will 
be  hereafter  the  admiration  of  ail  men.  That 
countenance  with  which  it  is  received  by  fome 
ftatefmen  is  delightful  j  I  wifh  I  could  tell  you 
how  every  fingle  man  looks  upon  it,  to  obferve 
which  has  been  my  whole  diverfion  this  fort- 
night I've  never  been  a  night  in  London  fince 
you  left  me,  till  now,  for  this  very  end  j  and  in- 
deed it  has  fully  anfwered  my  expectations. 

I  find  no  confiderable  man  very  angry  at  the 
book.  Some  indeed  think  it  rather  too  bold,  and 
too  general  a  fatire  :  but  none,  that  I  hear  of, 
accufe  it  of  particular  reflexions  j  (I  mean  no 
perfons  of  confequence,  or  good  judgment  \  the 
mob  of  critics,  you  know,  always  are  defirous  to 
apply  fatire  to  thofe  they  envy  for  being  above 
them) :  fo  that  you  needed  not  have  been  fo  fe- 
cret  upon  this  head.  Motte  received  the  copy, 
he  tells  me,  he  knew  from  whence,  not  from 
whom,  dropped  at  his  houfe  in  the  dark,  from  a 
backney-coach.  By  computing  the  time,  I  found 
it  was  after  you  left  England  j  fo,  for  my  part,  I 
fufpend  my  judgment. 

I  am  pleafed  with  the  nature  and  quality  of 

your 

break  thenv  he  was  in  immediate  danger  of  drowning;; 
when  the  jxiftiilion,  v/lio  had  juft  recovered  himfcli',  beat 
the  glafs  which  lay  uppermost    to  pieces  :    a  fragment  of 
which  cut  on^.  of  Mr   Pops'"$  hands  very  dangerouQy. 
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your  prefent  to  the  princefs.  The  Irifh  fluff  you 
fent  to  Mrs  H.  her  R.  H.  laid  hold  of,  and  has 
made  up  for  her  own  ufe.  Are  you  determined 
to  be  national  in  every  thing,  even  in  your  civi- 
lities ?  You  are  the  greateit  politician  in  Europe 
at  this  rate  }  but  as  you  are  a  rational  politician, 
there's  no  great  fear  of  you,  you  will  never  fuc- 
eed. 

Another  thing  in  which  you  have  pleafed  me, 
was  what  you  fay  to  Mr  P.  j  by  which  it  feems 
to  me,  that  you  value  no  man's  civility  above 
your  own  dignity,  or  your  own  reafon.  Surely, 
without  flattery,  you  are  now  above  all  parties 
of  men ;  and  it  is  high  time  to  he  fo,  after  twenty 
or  thirty  years  obfervation  of  the  great  world. 

Nu/Iius  addiftus  jurare  in  verba  tnagijlri. 

I  queflion  not,  many  men  would  be  of  your  inti- 
macy, that  you  might  be  of  their  intereft  :  But 
God  forbid  any  honeft  or  witty  man  (hould  be  of 
any,  but  that  of  his  country.  They  have  fcoun- 
drels  enough  to  write  for  their  paffions  and  their 
defigns  ;  let  us  write  for  truth,  for  honour,  and 
for  poflerity.  If  you  mud  needs  write  about 
politics  at  all,  (but  perhaps  'tis  full  as  wife  to 
play  the  fool  any  other  way),  furely  it  ought  to 
be  fo  as  to  preferve  the  dignity  and  integrity  of 
your  character  with  thofe  times  to  come,  which 
will  mod  impartially  judge  of  you. 

I  wifh  you  had  writ  to  Lord  Peterborow ;  no 
man  is  more  affectionate  toward  you.  Don't 

fancy 
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fancy  none  but  Tories  are  your  friends,  for  at 
that  rate  I  muft  be,  at  moft,  but  half  your  friend, 
and  fmcerely  I  am  wholly  fo.  Adieu,  write  of- 
ten, and  come  foon  ;  for  many  wifh  you  well, 
and  all  would  be  glad  of  your  company. 


LETTER      CCCLXIX. 

MR.  GAY  TO   DR  SWIFT. 

Nov.  17.  1726. 

ABOUT  ten  days  ago  a  book  was  publifhed 
here  of  the  travels  of  one  Gulliver,  \rhich 
hath  been  the  converfation  of  the  whole  town 
ever  fince.  The  whole  impreflion  fold  in  a 
week  •,  and  nothing  is  more  diverting  than  to 
hear  the  different  opinions  people  give  of  it, 
though  all  agree  in  liking  it  extremely.  'Tis  ge- 
nerally faid  that  you  are  the  author;  but  I  am 
told,  the  bookfeller  declares,  he  knows  not  from 
\vhat  hand  it  came.  From  the  highefl  to  the 
lowed  it  is  univerfally  read,  from  the  cabinet- 
counfel  to  the  nurfery.  The  politicians  to  a  man 
agree,  that  it  is  free  from  particular  reflections, 
but  that  the  fatire  on  general  focieties  of  men  is 
too  fevere.  Not  but  we  now  and  then  meet 
with  people  of  greater  perfpicuity,  who  are  in 
fearch  for  particular  applications  in  every  leaf; 
and  'tis  highly  probable  we  fhall  have  keys  pu- 
blifhed to  give  light  into  Gulliver's  defign. 

Lord is  the  perfon  who  lead  approves  it, 

blaming 
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plaining  it  as  a  defign  of  e?il  confequence  to  de- 
preciate human  nature  ;  at  which  it  cannot  be 
wondered  that  he  takes  moft  offence,  being  him- 
fdf  the  moft  accomplished  of  his  fpecies,  and  fo 
iofmg  more  than  any  other  of  that  praife  which 
K  due  both  to  the  dignity  and.  virtue  of  a  man  *. 
Your  friend,  my  Lord  Harcourt,  commends  it 
very  much,  though  he  thinks  in  fome  places  the 
matter  too  far  carried.  The  Dutchefs-dowager 
of  Marlborough  is  in  raptures  at  it  ;  fne  fays  (lie 
can  dream  of  nothing  elfe  fince  fiie  read  it :  She 
declares,  that  fhe  hath  now  found  out,  that  her 
whole  life  hath  been  loft  in  carefiing  the  worft 
part  of  mankind,  and  treating  the  beft  as  her 
foes  ;  and  that  if  ihe  knew  Gulliver,  though  hq 
had  been  the  worft  enemy  ft.e  ever  had,  fhe 
would  give  her  prefent  acquaintance  for  his 
friendlhip.  You  may  fee  by  this,  that  you  are 
not  much  injured  by  being  i'uppofed  the  author 
of  this  piece.  If  you  are,  you  have  difobligedus, 
and  two  or  three  of  your  beft  friends,  in  not  gi- 
ving us  the  leaft  hint  of  it  while  you  were  with  us  ; 
and  in  particular  Dr  Arbuthnott,  who  fays,  it  is 
ten  thoufand  pities  he  had  not  known  it,  he  could 
have  added  fuch  abundance  of  things  upon  every 
fubjecl:.  Among  lady-critics,  fome  have  found 
out  that  Mr  Gulliver  had  a  particular  malice  to 
VOL.  XVI.  C  maids 

*  It  is  no  ^ron-ler  a  man  of  worth  fhould  condemn  a  fa- 
tine  on  his  fpecies;  as  it  injures  virtue,  and  violates 
truth;  and  as  little,  that  a  corrupt  man  fhould  approve 
it,  becaufe  it  juftifies  his  principles,  and  tends  to  excwie 
his  praftice.  Warb. 
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maids  of  honour.  Thofe  of  them,  who  frequent 
the  church,  fay,  his  defign  is  impious,  and  that 
it  is  depreciating  the  works  of  the  Creator.  Not- 
withflanding,  I  am  told  the  Princefs  hath  read 
it  with  great  pleafure.  As  to  other  critics,  they 
think  the  flying  ifland  is  the  leafb  entertaining  ; 
and  fo  great  an  opinion  the  town  have  of  the 
impoflibility  of  Gulliver's  writing  at  all  below 
himfelf,  'tis  agreed  that  part  was  not  writ  by 
the  fame  hand,  though  this  hath  its  defenders 
too.  It  hath  pafled  Lords  and  Commons,  netni- 
ne  contradicente ;  and  the  whole  town,  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  are  quite  full  of  it. 

Perhaps  I  may  all  this  time  be  talking  to  you 
of  a  book  you  have  never  feen,  and  which  hath 
not  yet  reached  Ireland.  If  it  hath  not,  I  be- 
lieve what  we  have  faid  will  be  fufficient  to  re- 
commend it  to  your  reading,  and  that  you  will 
order  me  to  fend  it  you. 

But  it  will  be  much  better  to  come  over  your- 
felf,  and  read  it  here  ;  where  you  will  have  the 
pleafure  of  variety  of  commentators,  to  explain 
the  difficult  paflages  to  you. 

We  all  rejoice  that  you  have  fixed  the  precife 
time  of  your  coming  to  be  cum  hirundine  prima  ; 
which  we  modern  naturalifts  pronounce  ought 
to  be  reckoned,  contrary  to  Pliny,  in  the  nor- 
thern latitude  of  fifty-two  degrees,  from  the  end 
of  February,  ftyl.  Greg,  at  fartheft.  But  to  us 
vour  friends,  the  coming  of  fuch  a  black  fwal- 
low  as  you,  will  make  a  fummer  in  the  word  of 
feafons.  We  are  no  lefs  glad  at  your  mention 

of 
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of  Twickenham  and  Dawley  ;  and  in  town  you' 
know  you  have  a  lodging  at  court. 

The  princefs  is  cloathed  in  Irim  filk  ;  pray 
give  our  fervic'e  to  the  weavers.  We  are  ftrange- 
ly  furprifed  to  hear  that  the  bells  in  Ireland  ring 
•without  your  money.  I  hope  you  dp  not  write 

the  thing  that  is  not.  We  are  afraid  that  B 

hath  been  guilty  of  that  crime,  that  you  (like  a 
Houyhnhnm)  have  treated  him  as  a  Yahoo,  and 
difcarded  him  your  fervice.  I  fear  you  do  not 
underftand  thefe  modim  terms,  which  every 
creature  now  underftands  but  yourfelf. 

You  tell  us  your  wine  is  bad,  and  that  the 
clergy  do  not  frequent  your  houfe,  which  we 
look  upon  to  be  tautology.  The  beft  advice  we 
can  give  you  is,  to  make  them  a  prefent  of  your 
wine,  and  come  away  to  better. 

You  fancy  we  envy  you,  but  are  miftaken  : 
We  envy  thofe  you  are  with,  for  we  cannot  en- 
vy the  man  we  love.  Adieu. 


LETTER     CCCLXX. 

FROM   DR  SWIFT. 

Dublin,  Nov.  17.  17 25. 

I  AM  juft  come   from   anfwering  a  letter  of 
Mrs  H — 's,  writ  in  fuch  myftical  terms  that 
I  mould  never  have  found  out  the  meaning,  if 
a  book  had  not  been  fent  me  called  Gulliver's 
Travels,  of  which  you  fay  fo  much  in  your's.     I 
C  2  read 
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read  the  book  over  ;  and,  in  the  fecond  volume, 
obferve  feveral  paflages  which  appear  to  be  patch- 
ed and  altered  *,  and  the  ftyle  of  a  different 
fort,  unlefs  I  am  much  miftaken.  I>r  Arbuth- 
nott  likes  the  projectors  leait  f  j  others,  you 
tell  me,  the  flying  ifland  :  Some  think  it  wrong 
to  be  fo  hard  upon  whole  bodies  or  corporations; 
yet  the  general  opinion  is,  that  reflections  on 
particular  perfons  are  molt  to  be  blamed  :  So 
that,  in  thefe  cafes,  I  think  the  beft  method  is, 
to  let  cenfure  and  opinion  take  their  courfe. 
A  bifhop  here  faid,  that  book  was  full  of  im- 
probable lies  ;  and,  for  his  part,  he  hardly  be- 
lieved a  word  of  it.  And  fo  much  for  Gulliver. 

Going  to  England  is  a  very  good  thing,  if  it 
were  not  attended  with  an  ugly  circumftance  of 
returning  to  Ireland.  It  is  a  fhame  you  do  not 
perfuade  your  miniflers  to  keep  me  on  that  fide, 
if  it  were  but  by  a  court-expedient  of  keeping 
me  in  prifon  for  a  plotter  ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
I  mud  tell  you,  that  fuch  journeys  very  much 
fhorten  my  life,  for  a  month  here  is  longer  than 
fix  at  Twickenham. 

How  comes  friend  Gay  to  be  fo  tedious  ?  An- 
other man  can  publifli  fifty  thoufand  lies  foon- 
er  than  he  can  fifty  fables. 

I  am  juft  going  to  perform  a  very  good  office; 
it  is  to  aflift  with  the  Archbifhop  in  degrading 

a 

•  Tliis  was  the  i'aft,  which  Is  complained  of  and  re- 
dreffed  in  the  .Dublin  editien  of  the  Dean's  works. 
i; •',„./,'.— See  the  preface  to  this  edition. 

f  Becaufehe  underftood  it  to   be  intended  llS  & 
on  the  Royal  Society.     W^i. 
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a  parfon  who  couples  all  our  beggars  j  by  which 
I  fhall  make  one  happy  man,  and  decide  the 
great  queftion  of  an  indelible  character  in  favour 
of  the  principles  in  famion.  This  I  hope  you 
will  reprefent  to  the  miniftry  in  my  favour,  as 
a  point  of  merit  ;  fo  farewel  till  I  return. 

I  am  come  back,  and  have  deprived  the  par- 
fon, who  by  a  law  here  is  to  be  hanged  the  next 
couple  he  marries.  He  declared  to  us,  that  he 
refolved  to  be  hanged  ;  only  defired,  that  when 
he  was  to  go  to  the  gallows,  the  Archbimop 
would  take  off  his  excommunication.  Is  not  he 
a  good  Catholic  ?  and  yet  he  is  but  a  Scotch- 
man. This  is  the  only  Irifti  event  I  ever  trou- 
bled you  with,  and  1  think  it  deferves  notice. 

Let  me  add,  that  if  I  were  Gulliver's  friend, 

I  would  defire  all  my  acquaintance  to  give  out, 
that  his  copy  was  bafely  mangled,  and  abufed, 
and  added  to,  and  blotted  out  by  the  printer ; 
for  fo  to  me  it  feems,  in  the  fecond  volume  par- 
ticularly. Adieu. 


LETTER      CCCLXXI. 

.THE  EARL  OF  PETERBOROW    TO   DR   SWIFT, 

siRr  Nov.  29.  1726. 

I  WAS  endeavouring  to  give  an  anfwer  to  your's 
in  a  new  dialect,  which  moft  of  us  are  very 
fond  of.      I  depended  much  upon  a  lady,   who 
had  a  good  ear,   and  a  pliant  tongue,  in  hopes 
C  3.  fc* 
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{he  might  have  taught  me  to  draw  founds  out  of 
confonants.  But  (he  being-  a  profefied  friend  to 
the  Italian  fpeech  and  vowels,  would  give  me  no 
aftiftance,  and  fo  I  am  forced  to  write  to  you  in 
the  Yahoo  language. 

The  new  one  in  fafhion  is  much  ftudied,  and 
great  pains  taken  about  the  pronunciation.  E- 
very  body  (fince  a  new  turn)  approves  of  it;  but 
the  women  feem  moft  fatisfied,  who  declare  for 
few  words  and  horfe-performance.  It  fuffices 
to  let  you  know,  that  there  is  a  neighing  duetto 
appointed  for  the  next  opera. 

Strange  diftempers  rage  in  the  nation,  which 
your  friend  the  doftor  *  takes  no  care  of.  In 
ibme  the  imagination  is  ftruck  with  the  appre- 
henfion  of  fwelling  to  a  giant,  or  dwindling  to  a 
pigmy.  Others  expect  an  oration  equal  to  any 
of  Cicero's  from  an  eloquent  bard,  and  fome 
take  the  braying  of  an  afs  for  the  emperor's  fpeech 
ra  favour  of  the  Vienna  alliance.  The  know- 
ledge of  the  ancient  world  is  of  no  ufe  ;  men 
have  loft  their  titles  ;  continents  and  iflands  have 
got  new  names,  juft  upon  the  appearance  of  a 
certain  book  f .  Women  bring  forth  rabbits  $  -, 
and  every  man  whofe  wife  has  conceived,  expects 
nn  heir  with  four  legs.  It  was  concluded  not 
long  ago,  that  fuch  confufion  could  be  only 
brought  about  by  the  black  art,  and  by  the  fpells 

of 

•  Probably  Arbuthnott. 

f  Gulliver's  travels. 

|   "  Mary    Tofts  pretended    to    do   this;    bnt    being 
fcrouwht  up  to  town,  and  well  -watched,  the  impofture  was 


CORRESPONDENCE.         ji 

of  a  notorious  fcribbling  *  magician,  who  was 
generally  fufpe&ed,  and  was  to  be  recommend- 
ed to  the  mercy  of  the  inquiiltion.  Indictments 
were  upon  the  anvil,  a  charge  of  forcery  prepa- 
ring, and  Merlin's  friends  were  afraid,  that  trie 
exafperated  pettifoggers  would  perfuade  the  jury 
to  bring  in  billa  vera.  For  they  pretended  to  bring 
in  certain  proofs  of  his  appearance  in  feveral  ftiapes; 
at  one  time  a  drapier  f,  at  another  a  Wapping 
furgeon-]: ;  fometimes  a  nardac,  fometimes  a  reve- 
rend divine.  Nay  more,  that  he  could  raife  the 
dead  -,  that  he  had  brought  philofophers,  heroes, 
and  poets  in  the  fame  caravan  from  the  other 
world  ;  and  after  a  few  queftions,  had  fent  them 
all  to  play  at  quadrille  in  a  flying  ifland  of  his 
own. 

This  was  the  fcene  not  many  days  ago,  and 
burning  was  too  good  for  the  wizzard.  But 
what  mutations  amongft  the  Lilliputians  !  The 
greateft  lady  in  the  nation  refolves  to  fend  a  pair 
of  fhoes  without  heels  to  Captain  Gulliver  :  She 
takes  vi  et  armis  the  plaid  from  the  lady  it  was 
fent  to,  which  is  foon  to  appear  upon  her  royal 
pcrfon  ;  and  now  who  but  Captain  Gulliver  ? 
The  captain  indeed  has  nothing  more  to  do  but 
to  chalk  his  pumps,  learn  to  dance  upon  the  rope, 
and  I  may  yet  live  to  fee  him  a  bifhop.  Verily, 
•verily,  I  believe  he  never  was  in  fuch  imminent 
danger  of  preferment.  Sir,  your  affectionate  tar. 

LETTER 

*  The  Dean. 

t  In  the  Drapier's  letters  againfl  Wood's  halfpence. 

J  Lemuel  Gulliver. 
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LETTER      CCCLXXII. 

THE  EARL   OF  PETERBOROW    TO   DR  SWIFT, 
WITH  AN  INVITATION,    &c. 

SIR, 

ONE  of  your  Irtfh  heroes,  that,  from  the  ex- 
tremity of  our  Englifn  land,  came  to  de- 
ftroy  the  wicked  brazen  project  *,  defires  to 
meet  you  on  Monday  next  at  Parfon's  Green. 
If  you  are  not  engaged,  I  will  fend  my  coach  for 
you. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole,  any  morning,  exceptTue£- 
clay  and  Thurfday(  which  are  his  public  days)  about 
nine  o'clock,  will  be  glad  to  fee  you,  at  his  Loiv 
don  houfe.  On  Monday,  if  I  fee  you,  I  will 
give  you  a  fuller  account.  Your  affe&ionate 
fervant, 

PETERBOROW. 
Saturday  evening. 


LETTER     CCCLXXIIJ. 

FROM   DR  SWIFT. 

Dec.  5.  1726. 

I  BELIEVE  the  hurt  i-n  your  hand,  affects  me 
more  than  it  does  yourfelf ;  and  with  rea- 
fon,  becaufe  I  may  probably  be   a  greater  lofer 

by 
•  Wood's  halfpeacc. 
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by  it.  What  have  accidents  to  do  with  thofe 
who  are  neither  jockeys,  nor  fox-hunters,  nor 
bullies,  nor  drunkards  ?  And  yet  a  rafcally  groom 
(hall  gallop  a  foundered  horfe  ten  iniles  upon  a 
caufey,  and  get  home  fafe. 

I  am  very  much  pleafed  that  you  approve  what 
was  fent ;  becaufe  I  remember  to  have  heard  a 
great  man  fay,  that  nothing  required  more  judge- 
ment than  making  a  prefent ;  which,  when  it  is 
done  to  thofe  of  high  rank,  ought  to  be  of  fome- 
thing  that  is  not  readily  got  for  money.  You 
oblige  me,  and  at  the  fame  time  do  me  juflice 
in  what  you  obferve  as  to  Mr  P.  Eefides,  it  is 
too  late  in  life  for  me  to  act  otherwife,  and  there- 
fore I  follow  a  very  eafy  road  to  virtue,  and  pur- 
chafe  it  cheap.  If  you  will  give  me  leave  to  join 
us,  is  not  your  life  and  mine  a  ftate  of  power, 
and  dependence  a  ftate  of  ilavery  ?  We  care  not 
threepence  whether  a  prince  or  minifter  will  fee 
us  or  no  :  We  are  not  afraid  of  having  ill  offices 
done  us,  nor  are  at  the  trouble  of  guarding  our 
words  for  fear  of  giving  offence.  I  do  agree, 
that  riches  are  liberty  •,  but  then  we  are  to  put 
into  the  balance,  how  long  our  apprenticelhip 
is  to  laft  in  acquiring  them. 

Since  you  have  received  the  verfcp,  I  moft  ear- 
neftly  intreat  you  to  burn  thofe  which  you  do 
not  approve,  and  in  thofe  few  where  you  may 
not  diflike  fome  parts,  blot  out  the  reft,  and 
fometimes  (though  it  be  againft  the  lazinefs  of 
your  nature)  be  fo  kind  to  make  a  few  correc- 
sj  if  the  matter  will  bear  them.  I  have  fome 

fevr 
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few  of  thofe  things  I  call  thoughts  moral  and  di- 
verting ;  if  you  pleafe,  I  will  lend  the  beft  I  can 
pick  from  them,  to  add  to  the  new  volume.  I 
have  reafon  to  chufe  the  method  you  mention 
of  mixing  the  feveral  verfes,  and  I  hope  thereby, 
among  the  bad  critics,  to  be  entitled  to  more  me- 
rit than  is  my  due. 

This  moment  I  am  fo  happy  to  have  a  letter 
from  my  Lord  Peterborow,  for  which  I  intreat 
you  will  prefent  him  with  my  humble  refpe&s 
and  thanks,  though  h<  all-to-be  Gullivers  me  by 
very  ftrong  infinuations.  Though  you  defpife 
riddles,  I  am  ftrongly  tempted  to  fend  a  parcel 
to  be  printed  by  themfelves,  and  make  a  nine- 
penny  job  for  the  bookfeller.  There  are  fome 
of  my  own,  wherein  I  exceed  mankind  ;  tnirafoe- 
tnata !  the  moft  folemn  that  ever  were  feen;  and 
fome  writ  by  others,  admirable  indeed,  but  far 
inferior  to  mine;  but  I  will  not  praife  myfelf. 
You  approve  that  writer  who  laughs  and  makes 
others  laugh  :  But  why  ihould  I,  who  hate  the 
world,  or  you  who  do  not  love  it,  make  it  fo  hap- 
py ?  Therefore  I  refolve  from  henceforth  tu 
handle  only  ferious  fubje£ls,  nift  quid  tu,  dofte 
i)  dijjentis. 

Tour's,  &f. 


LETTER 


CORRESPONDENCE.        3$ 
LETTER      CCCLXXIV. 

TO   MRS  HOWARD*. 
MADAM,  Feb.   I.   1726-7. 

I  AM  fo  very  nice,  and  my  workmen  fo  fearful, 
that  there  is  yet  but  one  piece  finifhed  of 
the  two,  which  you  commanded  me  to  fend  to 
her  Royal  Highnefs.  The  other  'was  done  9  but 
the  undertaker,  confeffing  it  was  not  to  the  utmoft 
perfection,  hath  obtained  my  leave  for  a  fecond 
attempt ;  in  which  he  promifes  to  do  wonders, 
and  tells  me  it  will  be  ready  in  another  fortnight ; 
although,  perhaps,  the  humour  maybe  quite  off 
both  with  the  Princefs  and  you  :  For  fuch  were 
courts  when  I  knew  them.  I  defire  you  will  or- 
der her  Royal  Highnefs  to  go  to  Richmond  as 
foon  as  fhe  can  this  fummer,  becaufe  fhe  will 
have  the  pleafure  of  my  neighbourhood  ;  for  I 
hope  to  be  in  London  by  the  middle  of  March, 
and  I  do  not  love  you  much  when  you  are  there: 
And  I  expect  to  find  you  are  altered  by  flattery, 
or  ill  company.  I  am  glad  to  tell  you  now,  that  I 
honour  you  with  my  efteem  ;  becaufe  when  the 
Princefs  grows  a  crowned  head,  you  (hall  have 
no  more  fuch  compliments  i  and  it  is  a  hundred 
to  one  whether  you  will  deferve  them.  I  do  not 
approve  of  your  advice  to  bring  over  pumps  for 
myfelf,  but  will  rather  provide  another  fhoe  for 

his 

•  Afterwards  C«untefs  of  Suffolk. 
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his  Royal  Highnefs  *,  againft  there  fhall  be  occa- 
fion.  I  will  tell  you  an  odd  accident  that  hap- 
pened this  night :  While  I  was  carefling  one  of 
myHouyhnhnms,  hebit  my  little  finger  fo  cruelly, 
that  I  am  hardly  able  to  write  ;  and  I  impute  the 
caufe  to  fome  foreknowledge  in  him,  that  I  was 
going  to  write  to  a  Sieve  Yahoo  -\,  (for  fo  you 
are  pleafed  to  call  yourfelf).  Pray  tell  Sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  that  if  he  does  not  ufe  me  better 
next  fumrner  than  he  did  laft,  I  will  ftudy  re- 
venge, and  it  fhall  be  vengtance  ecclefiajliqve.  I 
hope  you  will  get  your  houfe  and  wine  ready,  to 
which  Mr  Gay  and  I  are  to  have  free  acc«,fs  when 
you  are  at  court :  For  as  to  Mr  Pope,  he  is  not 
worth  confidering  on  fuch  occafions.  I  am  forry 
I  have  no  complaints  to,  make  of  her  Royal  High- 
nefs :  Therefore  I  think  I  may  let  you  tell  her, 
that  every  grain  of  virtue  and  good  fenfe,  in  one 
of  her  rank,  confulering  the  bad  education  among 
flatterers  and  adorers,  is  worth  a  dozen  in  any  in- 
ferior perfon.  Now,  if  what  the  world  fays  be 
true,  that  (he  excels  all  other  ladies  at  lead  a  do- 
zen times  •,  then  multiply  one  dozen  by  the  other, 
you  will  find  the  number  to  be  one  hundred  and 
forty-four.  If  any  one  can  fay  a  civiler  thing,- 
let  him,  for  I  think  it  too  much  for  me. 

I  have  fome  title  to  be  angry  with  you,  for  not 
commanding  thole  who  write  to  me  to  mention 
your  remembrance.  Can  there  be  any  thing 
more  bafe,  than  to  make  me  the  firll  advances, 

and 

•  Vide  Gulliver's  Travels,  chap-  IV. 

f  i.  e.  A  court  lady.     Sec  Gulliver's  Travels. 
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and  then  be  inconftant.  It  is  very  hard,  that  I 
mufl  crofs  the  fea,  and  ride  two  hundred  miles, 
to  reproach  you  in  perfon  ;  when,  at  the  fame 
time,  I  feel  myfelf,  with  the  moft  entire  refped, 
MADAM,  &c. 


LETTER       CCCLXXV. 

LADY   BOLINGBROKE  *  TO  DEAN  SWIFT. 

De  Daw/to,  ce premier  Fevrier  1726-7. 

ON  m'a  dit,  Monfieur,  que  vous  vous  plaignes 
de  n'avoir  point  recu  des  mes  lettres.  Vous 
avez  tort :  je  vous  traitte  commes  les  divinites, 
qui  tiennent  conte  aux  hommes  de  leurs  inten- 
tions. II  y  a  dix  ans,  que  jay  celle  de  vous  e- 
crire  ;  avant  que  d'avoir  1'honneur  de  vous  con- 
noitre  1'idee,  que  je  me  faifois  de  votre  gravite, 
me  retenoit :  depuis  que  j'ay  eu  celuy  de  voir  vo- 
tre reverence,  je  ne  me  fuis  pas  trouvee  afles 
d'imaglnation  pour  I'hazarder.  Un  certain  Mon- 
fieur de  Gulliver  avoit  un  peu  remis  en  mouve- 
ment  cette  pauvre  imagination  fi  eteinte  par  Tair 
de  Londres,  et  par  des  converfations  dont  je  n'en- 
tend  que  le  bruit,  je  vou  lu  me  faifir  de  ce  mo- 
VOL.  XVI.  D  ment 

'  '  Second  wife  of  Lord  VifcoimtBolingbroke,  born  in 
France.  She  had  been  fectmd  wife  of  the  Marquis  de  Vil- 
lette,  chef  d'efcaclre,  nephew  or  coufin  to  Blatlame  de 
Maintenoii  See  Voltaire  Siecle  de  Lewi.1:  XIV-  torn.  II. 
p.  106.  edit.  Ainfterdam,  1764,  24°.  She  died  iSth 
March  1749. Lord  Bolin^broke  furvived  her,  djing  ijth 
December  1751,  aged  78.' 
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ment  pour  vous  ecrire  mais  je  tombois  maladc, 
et  je  1'ay  toujours  efte  depuis  trois  mois.  Je 
profite  done,  Monfieur,  de  premier  retour  de  ma 
fanta  de  vous  remercier  de  vos  rcproches,  dont 
je  fuis  tres  flattee,  et  pour  vous  dire  un  mot  de 
mon  ami  Monfieur  Gulliver.  J'apprend  avec 
une  grande  fatisfaclion,  qu'il  vient  d'etre  traduit 
en  Francois,  et  comme  mon  fejour  en  Angleterre, 
a  beaucoup  redouble  mon  amitie  pour  mon  pays 
et  pour  mes  compatriotes,  je  fuisravis  qui'ls  puif- 
fent  participer  au  plaifir,  que  m'a  fait  ce  bon 
Monfieur,  et  profiler  de  fes  decouvertes.  Je  ne 
tlefefpere  pas  que  12  vaifTeaux  que  la  France  vi- 
ent d'armer  ne  puiflent  etre  deftine,  a  une  em- 
baflade  ches  Meflieurs  les  Houyhnhnms.  En 
ce  cas  je  vous  propoferai,  que  nous  faffions  ce 
voyage.  En  attendant  je  fcay  bon  gre  a  un 
ouvrier  de  votre  nation,  qui  pour  inftruire  les 
dames,  les  quelles  comme  vous  fcavies,  Monfieur, 
(font  icy  un  grand  ufage)  de  leurs  envantails,  eu 
a  fait  faire  ou  toutes  les  avantures  de  notre  ve- 
ridique  voyageur  font  depeintes.  Vous  jugez 
bien  quelle  part  il  va  avoir  dans  leur  converfa- 
tion.  Cela  fera  a  la  verite  beaucoup  de  tort  a 
la  pluye  et  au  beauterns,  qui  en  remplifoient 
une  partie,  et  en  mon  particuiier  je  fcrai  privee 
des  very  cold  et  very  warm,  qui  font  les  peii 
mots,  que  j'entende.  Je  conte  de  vous  envoyer 
de  ces  eventails  par  un  de  vos  amis.  Vous  vous 
eii  ferez  un  merite  avec  les  dames  d'Irelande,  fi 
tant  eit  que  vous  en  ayes  befoin ;  ce  qui  je  ne 
crois  pas,  du  moins  fi  elles  penfent  commes  les 
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Frat^oifes.  Le  Seigneur  de  Dawley,  Mr  Pope, 
et  moy  fommes  icy  occupes  a  boire,  manger, 
dormir,  ou  ne  ainfaire  priant  Dieu  qu'a  rien,  fi 
foit  de  vou.  Revenes  ce  printems  nous  revel  r, 
Monfieur,  attend  vctre  retour  avec  impatience 
pour  tuer  le  boeuf  le  plus  pefant,  et  le  cochon  le 
plus  gros,  qui  foit  dans  ma  ferme:  1'un  et  1'autre 
feront  fervis  en  entier  fur  le  table  de  votre  reve- 
rence, craint  qu'dle  n'aucun  mon  cuifiuier  de- 
guifement.  Vous  brillieres  parmy  nous  du  moins 
autant  que  parmy  vos  Chanoins,  et  nous  ne  fe- 
rons  pas  moins  emprefie  a  vous  plaire.  Je  le 
tlifputerai  a  tout  autre,  etant  plus  que  perfonne 
du  monde  vctre  tres  humble  et  tres  obeiflante 
fervante. 


LETTER      CCCLXXVL 

LORD  BOLING  BROKE  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

Pel.  17.  1726-7. 

THIS  opportunity  of  writing  to  you  I  cannot 
negleft,  though  I  (hall  have  lefs  to  fay  to 
you  than  I  fhould  have  by  another  conveyance. 
Mr  Stopford  being  fully  imformed  of  all  that  paf- 
fes  in  this  boifterous  climate  of  ours,  and  carry- 
ing with  him  a  cargo  of  our  weekly  productions. 
You  will  find  anger  on  one  fide,  and  rage  on  the 
other  j  fatire  on  one  fide,  and  defamation  on  the 
other.  Ah  !  on  ejl  Grilion  ?  You  fuffer  much 
where  you  are,  as  you  tell  me  in  an  old  letter 

of 
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of  your's,  which  I  have  before  me  ;  but  you  fuffer 
with  the  hopes  of  pafling  next  fummer  between 
Dawley  and  Twickenham  ;  and  thefe  hopes,  you 
flatter  us,  are  enough  to  fupport  your  fpirits. 
Remember  this  folemn  renewal  of  your  engage- 
ments. Remember,  that  though  you  are  a  dean, 
you  are  not  great  enough  to  defpife  the  reproach 
of  breaking  your  word. 

Your  deafnefs  muft  not  be  a  hackney  excufe 
to  you,  as  it  was  to  Oxford.  What  matter  if 
you  are  deaf  ?  what  matter  if  you  cannot  hear 
•what  we  fay  ?  You  are  not  dumb,  and  we  {hall 
hear  you,  and  that's  enough.  My  wife  writes  to 
you  herfelf,  and  fends  you  fome  fans  juft  ar- 
rived from  Lilliput,  which  you  will  difpofe  of 
to  the  prefent  Stella  *,  whoever  (he  be-  Adieu, 
dear  friend :  I  cannot  in  cbnfcience  keep  you 
any  longer  from  enjoying  Mr  Stopford's  conver- 
iation. 

I  am  hurrying  myfelf  here,  that  I  may  get  a 
day  or  two  for  Dawley,  where  I  hope  that  you 
will  find  me  eftablifhed  at  your  return.  There 
I  hope  to  finifli  my  days  in  eafe,  without  flotb; 
and  believe  I  (hall  feldom  vifit  London,  unlefs  it 
be  to  divert  myfelf  now  and  then  with  annoying 
fools  and  knaves  for  a  month  or  two.  Once 
more  adieu  j  no  man  loves  you  better  than  your 
faithful. 

L  E  TT  E  R 

*  Mrs  Johnfon  died  the  month  preceding  the  date  of 
this  letter;  but  considering  the  connection  between  the 
Dean  and  that  lady,  and  the  tendernefs  with  which  be 
was  known  to  regret  her  lofi,  thw  is  a  ftrange  expreffioni 
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LETTER     CCCLXXVII. 

MR  QAY  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Whitehall,  Feb.  18.  1725-7. 

I  BE  LI  EVE  it  is  now  my  turn  to  write  to  you,, 
though  Mr  Pope  had  taken  all  I  have  to 
fay,  and  put  it  into  a  long  letter,  which  is  fent 
to  you  by  Mr  Stop  ford  :  But  however,  I  could 
not  omit  this  occafion  for  thanking  you  for  his 
acquaintance.  I  don't  know  whether  I  ought 
to  thank  you  or  not,  confidering  I  have  loft  him 
fo  foon,  though  he  hath  given  me  fome  hopes 
of  feeing  him  in  the  fummer.  He  will  give 
you  an  account  of  our  negotiations  together; 
and  I  may  now  glory  in  my  fuccefs,  fince  I 
could  contribute  to  his..  We  dined  together  to- 
day at  the  Doctor's,  who,  with  me,  was  in  high 
delight  upon  an  information  Mr  Stopford  gave 
us,  that  we  are  like  to  fee  you  foon.  My  Fables, 
are  printed  j  but  I  cannot  get  my  plates  nnifhed,, 
which  hinders  the  publication.  I  expedt  no- 
thing, and  am  like  to  get  nothing.  It  is  needlefs 
to  write,  for  Mr  Stopford  can  acquaint  you  of 
my  affairs  more  fully  than  I  can  in  a  letter. 
Mrs  Howard  defires  me  to  make  her  compli- 
ments ;  fhe  hath  been  in  an  ill  ftate  of  health 
all  this  winter,  but  I  hope  is  ibmewhat  better. 
I  have  been  very  much  out  of  order,  myfelf 
for  the  mod  part  of  the  winter  :  Upon  my  be- 
ing let  blood  laft  week,  my  cough  and  »iy  head^ 
D  3  ach 
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ach  are  much  better.  Mrs  Blount  always  afks 
after  you.  I  refufed  flipping'  at  Burlington 
fcoufe,  in  regard  to  my  health  ;  and  this  morn- 
ing I  walked  two  hours  in  the  Par?;.  The  con- 
tempt of  the  world  grows  upon  me  now,  and  I 
begin  to  be  richer  and  richer  j  for  I  find  I  could, 
every  morning  I  awake,  be  content  with  lefs 
than  I  aimed  at  the  day  before.  I  fancy,  in 
time,  I  mall  bring  myfelf  into  that  ftate,  which 
no  man  ever  knew  before  me.  In  thinking  I 
have  enough,  I  really  am  afraid  to  be  content 
with  fo  little,  left  my  good  friends  mould  cen- 
fure  me  for  indolence,  and  the  want  of  a  lau- 
dable ambition.  So  that  it  will  be  abfolutely  ne- 
cefiary  for  me  to  improve  my  fortune  to  content 
them.  How  felicitous  is  mankind  to  pleafe  o- 
thers  ?  Pray  give  my  fincere  fervice  to  Mr  Ford. 
Dear  Sir,  your's  mod  affectionately, 

J.  GAY. 
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March  8.  1726-7. 

MR  Stopford  will  be  the  bearer  of  this  letter, 
for  whofe  acquaintance  I  am,  among 
many  other  favours,  obliged  to  you  ;  and  I  think 
the  acquaintance  of  fo  valuable,  ingenious,  and 
unaffe&ed  a  man,  to  be  none  of  the  lead  obli- 
gations.' 

Our  Mifcellany  is  now  quite  printed.     I  am 
prodigioufly  pleafed  with  this  joint  volume  ;  in 

which 
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which  methinks  we  look  like  friends,  fide  by 
fide,  fcrious  and  merry  by  turns,  converting  in- 
terchangeably, and  walking  down  hand  in  hand 
to  pofterity  ;  not  in  the  {lift  forms  of  learned 
authors,  flattering  each  other,  and  fetting  the 
reft  of  mankind  at  nought ;  but  in  a  free,  un- 
important, natural,  eafy  manner,  diverting  o- 
thers  juft  as  we  diverted  ourfelves.  The  third 
volume  confifts  of  verfes  ;  but  I  would  chufe  to 
print  none  but  fuch  as  have  fome  peculiarity, 
and  may  be  diftinguifhed  for  ours  from  other 
writers.  There's  no  end  of  making  books,  So- 
lomon faid,  and  above  all,  of  making  mifcel- 
lanies,  which  all  men  can  make.  For  unlefs 
there  be  a  character  in  every  piece,  like  the  mark 
of  the  elect,  I  fhould  not  care  to  be  one  of  the 
twelve  thoufand  figned. 

You  received,  I  hope,  fome  commendatory 
verfes  from  a  horfe  and  a  Lilliputian  to  Gulli- 
ver, and  an  heroic  epiftle  of  Mrs  Gulliver.  The 
bookfeller  would  fain  have  printed  them  before 
the  fecond  edition  of  the  book  ;  but  I  would  not 
permit  it  without  your  approbation  j  nor  do  I 
much  like  them.  You  fee  how  much  like  a 
poet  I  write  ;  and  if  you  were  with  us,  you'd 
be  deep  in  politics.  People  are  very  warm,  and 
very  angry,  very  little  to  the  purpofe  ;  but  there- 
fore the  more  warm  and  the  more  angry :  Non 
noftrum  eft  taut  as  componere  lites.  I  ft  ay  at  Twic- 
kenham, without  fo  much  as  reading  news-pa- 
pers, votes,  or  any  other  paltry  pamphlets. 
Mr  Stopford  will  carry  you  a  whole  parcel  of 

them, 
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them,  which  are  fent  for  your  diverfion,  bat 
not  imitation.  For  my  own  part,  methinks  I 
am  at  Glubbdubdrib,  with  none  but  ancients 
and  fpidts  about  me. 

I  am  rather  better  than  I  ufed  to  be  at  this 
feafon,  but  my  hand  (though,  as  you  fee,  it  has 
not  loft  its  cunning)  is  frequently  in  very  auk- 
ward  fenfations,  rather  than  pain.  But  to  con- 
vince you  it  is  pretty  well,  it  has  done  fome 
mifchief  already,  and  juft  been  ftrong  enough 
to  cut  the  other  hand,,  while  it  was  aiming  t® 
nrune  a  fruit-tree. 

Lady  Bolingbroke  has  writ  you  a  long,  lively 
letter,  which  will  attend  this.  She  has  very  bad 
health,  he  very  good.  Lord  Peterborow  has 
writ  twice  to  you.  We  fancy  feme  letters  have 
been  intercepted,  or  loft  by  accident.  About 
ten  thousand  things  I  want  to  tell  you  :  I  wifti 
you  were  as  impatient  to  hear  them  j  for  if  fo, 
you  would,  you  mult  come  early  this  fpring. 
Adieu.  Let  me  have  a  line  from  you.  I  am 
vexed  at  lofmg  Mr  Stopford  as  foon  as  I  knew 
him  :  but  I  thank  God  I  have  known  him  no 
longer.  If  every  man  one  begins  to  value  muft 
fettle  in  Ireland,  pray  make  me  know  no  more 
of  them,  and  I  forgive  you-  this  one. 


LETTER 
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DR   SWIFT   TO   MR   WALLIS. 

SIR,  Dublin,  April  8.  1727. 

I  AM  juft  going  for  England  *,  and  mud  de- 
fire  you  to  be  my  proxy  at  the  bilhop's  vifi- 
tationf.  I  find  there  is  likewife  a  triennial  vU 
fitation,  and  think  the  inclofed  \  may  ferve  for 
both,  with  your  wife  management.  The  ladies 
are  with  me,  being  now  come  to  live  at  the  dean- 
ry  for  this  fummer  Jj ;  you  have  their  fervice,  and 
fo  has  Mrs  Wallis,  as  well  as  mine.  I  reckon 
you  are  now  deep  in  mire  and  mortar,  and  are 
preparing  to  live  feven  years  hence.  I  have  been 
plagued  with  the  roguery  of  my  deanry-pro&or, 
whom  I  have  difcharged.  I  believe  I  am  worfe 
for  him  600  1.  and  his  brother  is  not  much  bet- 
ter. 1  wilh  you  had  been  at  my  elbow  to  advife 
me,  for  you  are  fitter  for  the  world  than  I  am. 

I 

*  The  Dean,  being  on  a  vifit  to  Mr  Pope  in  1726,  ha- 
ftened  back  to  Ireland  on  receiving  an  account  that  Mrs 
Johnfon  was  dangeroufly  ill;  and,  on  her  amendment,  he 
retxirned  back  to  England  in  1727,  to  finifh  the  "  Mifccl- 
lanics,"  in  conceit  with  Pope  and  Arbutbnott. 

"  Su-jft's  letters  to  Sheridan,  No.  xx  and  xxiv/* 

t  See  letter  ccxcviii. 

|  A  proxy  from  the  Dean,  as  vicar  of  Laracor. 

U  They  had  lodgings  on  Ormond-quay,  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  river  I. iffy,  and  never  refuled  at  the  deanry 
but  in  the  Dean's  abfence :  When  he  returned,  they  re- 
moved ;  nor  were  Stella  and  he  ever  known  to  meet  but  i» 
the  prcfeocc  of  a  third  perfon. 
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I  hope  to  come  fafe  back,  and  then  to  have  done 
with  England  *. 

I  am  ever  your's,  £sV. 

J.  S. 
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DR  SWIFT   TO   DR  SHERIDAN. 

GOOD  DOCTOR,  London,  May  13.  1727. 

7"  HIS  goes  by  a  private  hand  j  for  my  wri- 
ting is  too  much  known,  and  my  letters 
often  flopt  and  opened.  I  had  your's  of  the  4th 
inftant;  and  it  is  the  only  one  I  have  received  out 
of  Ireland  iince  I  left  you.  I  hardly  thought 
our  friend  would  be  in  danger  by  a  cold.  I  am 
of  opinion  fhe  fhould  be  generally  in  the  country^ 
and  only  now  and  then  vifit  the  town.  -  We  are 
here  in  a  ftrange  fituation;  a  firm  fettled  refo- 
lution  to  afiault  the  prefent  adminiflration,  and 
break  it,  if  poflible.  It  is  certain  that  Walpole 
is  peevifh  and  difconcerted,  ftoops  to  the  vileft 
offices  of  hireling  fcoundrels,  to  write  Billingfgate 
of  the  lowed  and  moft  proftitute  kind  5  and  has 
none  but  beads  and  blockheads  for  his  penmen, 
whom  he  pays  in  ready  guineas  very  liberally.  I 
am  in  high  difpleafure  with  him  and  his  parti- 
fans.  A  great  man,  who  was  very  kind  to  me 
Jaft  year,  doth  not  take  the  leaft  notice  of  me  at 

the 


*  He  had  f  o  ;  this  being  his  laft  vifit.  He  returned  to 
Ireland,  on  tLe  news  of  Sulia's  lad  illuefs,  in  September 
following. 
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the  Prince's  court,  and  there  hath  not  been  one  of 
them  to  fee  me.  I  am  advifed  by  all  my  friends 
not  to  go  to  France,  (as  I  intended  for  two 
months),  for  fear  of  their  vengeance,  in  a  man- 
ner which  they  cannot  execute  here. 1  rec- 
kon there  will  be  a  warm  winter,  wherein  my 
comfort  is,  I  mall  have  no  concern.  I  defire 
you  will  read  this  letter  to  none  but  our  two 
friends,  and  Mr  P-^ — .  His  coufm  with  the  red 

ribband  inquired  very  kindly  after  him 1  hear 

no  news  about  your  bifhops,  farther  than  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  dickies  to  have  them  of  Ireland  j 
which  Walpole  always  is  averfe  from,  but  does 
not  think  it  worth  his  trouble  to  exert  his  credit 
on  fuch  trifles.  The  difpute  about  a  war  or  no 
war  dill  continues,  and  the  major  part  inclines  to 
the  latter,  although  ten  thoufand  men  are  or- 
dered for  Holland.  But  this  will  bring  fuch  an 
addition  to  our  debts,  that  it  will  give  great  ad- 
vantages againfl  thofe  in  power,  in  the  next  fef- 
fions.  Walpole  laughs  at  all  this,  but  not  fo 
heartily  as  he  ufed.  I  have  at  lad  feen  the  Prin- 
cefs  *  twice  this  week,  by  her  own  commands. 
She  retains  her  old  civility,  and  I  my  old  free- 
dom. She  charges  me  without  ceremony  to 
be  author  of  a  bad  boolc  f,  though  I  told  her 
how  angry  the  miniftry  were  •,  but  fhe  aflures 

me,  that  both  (lie  and  the  P- were  very  well 

pleafed  with  every  particular  :  But  Idifownedthe 

whole 

*  Caroline  Princcfs  of  Wales,   afterwards  Queen-con^ 
fort  of  King  George  II. 
f  Gulliver's  Travel*. 
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•whole  affair,  as  you  know  I  very  well  might ;  on- 
ly gave  her  leave,  fmce  fhe  liked  the  book,  to 
fuppofe  what  author  fhe  pleafed. — You  will 
wonder  to  find  me  fay  fo  much  of  politics;  but  I 
keep  very  bad  company,  who  are  full  of  nothing 
elfe.  Pray  be  very  careful  of  your  charge,  or  I 
(hall  order  my  lodgers  the  bulk  of  their  glafies, 

and  the  number  of  their  bottles. I  ftole  this 

time  to  write  to  you,  having  very  little  to  fpare. 
I  go  as  foon  as  poflible  to  the  country,  and  {hall 
rarely  fee  this  town. 

My  Service  to  all  friends. 

I  defire  you  will  fend  me  fix  fets  of  the  edi- 
tion of  the  Drapiers,  by  the  firft  convenience  of 
any  friend  or  acquaintance  that  comes  hither. 


LETTER      CCCLXXXI. 

LORD  BOL1NGBROKE   TO   DR  SWIFT. 

May  18.  1727. 

I  LIVED  on  Tuefday  with  you  and  Pope. 
Yefterday  another  of  my  friends  found  his 
way  to  this  retreat  *,  and  I  mall  pafs  this  day  a- 
lone.  Would  to  God  my  whole  life  could  be 
divided  in  the  fame  manner ;  two-thirds  to 
friendfhip,  one-third  to  myfelf,  and  not  a  moment 
to  the  world. 

In  the  epiftle,  a  part  of  which  you  fhewed  me, 
mention  is  made  of  the  author  of  Three  Occafion- 

al 
•  Dawicy. 
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al  Letters  *,  a  perfon  entirely  unknown.  I  would 
have  you  infmuate  there,  that  the  only  reafon 
"Walpole  can  have  had  to  afcribe  them  to  a  par- 
ticular perfon  f,  is  the  authority  of  one  of  his 
fpies,  who  wriggles  himfelf  into  the  company  of 
thofe,  who  neither  love,  elleem,  nor  fear  the  mi- 
nifter,  that  he  may  report,  not  what  he  hears 
(fmce  no  man  fpeaks  with  any  freedom  before 
him),  but  what  he  guefles. 

I  was  interrupted  yefterday  when  I  leaft  ex- 
pected it  j  and  I  am  going  to-day  to  London, 
where  I  hear  that  my  wife  is  not  very  well.  Let 
me  know  how  Mrs  Pope  does. 

I  had  a  hint  or  two  more  for  you  ;  but  they 
have  flipped  out  of  my  memory.  Do  not  forget 
the  lixty  nor  the  twenty  guineas,  nor  the  min — 
character  transferred  into  the  adminiftration. 
Adieu,  I  am  very  faithfully  your's,  my  dear  and 
reverend  Dean.  I  embrace  Pope. 

Friday  morning. 
VOL.  XVI.  E  LETTER 


*  Printed  in  his  Lordlhip'j  works.  They  were  firft  pu- 
blifhcd  in  Feb  !  726. 

f  This  perfon  was  Mr  Gay;  and  though  Walpole  was 
afterwards  convinced,  that  Gay  did  not  write  the  letters, 
yet  he  never  ceafed  to  do  him  ill  offices ;  and  prevented 
the  Queen,  who  declared  fhe  would  take  up  the  hare, 
tVoui  providing  for  him,  though  Swift  defended  him  t« 
her  Majefty  in  perfon,  and  told  her  the  \vhole  ilory.  See 
Gay's  Fable?,  and  a  letter  from  the  Dean  to  Lady  Suffolk, 
dated  Nov.  21  1730;  and  another  to  Lady  Betty  Germain^ 
dated  Jan.  1732-3. 
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LETTER      CCCLXXXII. 

TO   THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF   DUBLIN*. 

MT  LORD,  May  18.  1727. 

I  UNDERSTAND,  by  fome  letters  jufl  come  to 
•  my  hands,  that  at  your  Grace's  vifitation  of 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St  Patrick's,  a  proxy 
xvas  infifted  on  from  the  Dean,  the  vifitation  ad- 
journed, and  a  rule  entered  that  a  proxy  be  ex- 
hibited within  a  month.  If  your  Grace  can  find 
in  any  of  your  old  records,  or  of  ours,  that  a 
proxy  was  ever  demanded  for  a  dean  of  St  Pa- 
trick's, you  will  have  fome  reafon  to  in  fid  upon 
it :  But  as  it  is  a  thing  wholly  new  and  unheard 
of,  let  the  confequences  be  what  they  will,  I 
fhall  never  comply  with  it.  I  take  my  chapter 
to  be  my  proxy,  if  I  want  any  :  It  is  only  through 
them  that  you  vifit  me,  and  my  fub-dean  is  to 
anfwer  for  me.  I  am  neither  civilian  nor  cano- 
nift :  Your  Grace  may  probably  be  both,  with 
the  addition  of  a  dextrous  deputy.  My  proceed- 
ing (hall  be  only  upon  one  maxim,  Never  to 
yield  to  an  oppreilion,  to  juftify  which  no  pre- 
cedent can  be  produced.  I  fee  very  well  how 
perfonal  all  this  proceeding  is ;  and  how,  from 
the  very  moment  of  the  Queen's  death,  your 
Grace  hath  thought  fit  to  take  every  opportunity 
of  giving  me  all  forts  of  uneafinefs,  without  ever 
giving  me,  in  my  whole  life,  one  fingle  mark  of 

your- 
•  Dr  William  King. 
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your  favour  beyond  common  civilities.  And  if 
it  were  not  below  a  man  of  fpirit  to  make  comr 
plaints, .  I  could  date  them  from  fix  and  twenty 
years  pad.  This  hath  fomething  in  it  the  more 
extraordinary,  becaufe,  during  fome  years,  when 
I  was  thought  to  have  credit  with  thofe  in  power, 
I  employed  it  to  the  utmoft  for  your  fervice, 
with  great  fuccefs,  where  it  could  be  mofl  ufe- 
ful,  againft  many  violent  enemies  you  then  had, 
however  unjuftly  ;  by  which  I  got  more  ill-will 
than  by  any  other  aftion  of  my  life,  I  mean  from, 
my  friends.  My  Lord,  I  have  lived,  and  by  the 
grace  of  God  will  die,  an  enemy  to  fervitude  and 
flavery  of  all  kinds  :  And  I  believe  at  the  fame 
time,  that  perfons  of  fuch  a  difpofition  will  be 
the  moft  ready  to  pay  obedience  where-ever  it  is 
due.  Your  Grace  hath  often  faid,  you  would  ne- 
ver infringe  any  of  our  liberties.  I  will  call 
back  nothing  of  what  is  paft  :  I  will  forget,  if 
I  can,  that  you  mentioned  to  me  a  licence  to  be 
abfent.  Neither  my  age,  health,  humour,  or  for- 
tune, qualify  me  for  little  brangles ;  but  I  will 
hold  to  the  practice  delivered  down  by  my  prede- 
cellbrs.  I  thought,  and  have  been  told,  that  I 
deferved  better  from  that  church  and  that  king- 
dom :  I  am  fure  I  do  from  your  Grace.  And,  I  be- 
lieve, people  on  this  fide  will  atteft,  that  all  my 
merits  are  not  very  old.  It  is  a  little  hard,  that 
the  occafion  of  my  journey  hither  being  partly 
for  the  advantage  of  that  kingdom,  partly  on  ac- 
count of  my  health,  partly  on  bufmefs  of  impor- 
tance to  me,  and  partly  to  fee  my  friends  ;  I  can, 
E  2  not 
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not  enjoy  the  quiet  of  a  few  months,  without 
your  Grace  interpofmg  to  difturb  it.  But  I 
thank  God,  the  civilities  of  thofe  in  power  here, 
tvho  allow  themfelves  to  be  my  profeiTed  adver- 
faries,  make  fome  atonement  for  the  unkindnefs 
of  others,  who  have  fo  many  reafons  to  be  my 
friends.  I  have  not  long  to  live  i  and  therefore, 
if  confcience  were  quite  out  of  the  cafe  for  me 
to  do  a  bafe  thing,  I  will  fet  no  unworthy  ex- 
amples for  my  fucceflbrs  to  follow  j  and  there- 
fore, repeating  it  again,  that  I  fhall  not  concern 
myfelf  upon  the  proceeding  of  your  Lordfhip. 

I  am,  t£c, 


LETTER    CCCLXXXIII. 

MONSIEUR  VOLTAIRE    TO  DR  SwiFT. 

SIR,  Friday,  June  16.  1727. 

I  SEND  you  here  inclofed  two  letters,  one  for 
Monueur  de  Morville,  our  fecretary  of  Hate, 
and  the  other  for  Monfieur  de  Maifon,  both  de- 
firous  and  worthy  of  your  acquaintance.  Be  fo 
kind  to  go  by  Calais,  or  by  the  way  of  Rouen. 
I  will  give  you  fome  letters  for  a  good  lady, 
who  lives  in  her  country-caftle  juft  by  Rouen. 
She  will  receive  you  as  well  as  you  deferve. 
There  you  will  find  two  or  three  intimate  friends, 
who  are  your  admirers,  and  who  have  learned 
Englifti,  fince  I  came  to  England.  All  will  pay 
you  all  the  refpe&s,  and  procure  all  the  plea- 

fures 
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fures  they  are  capable  of.  They  will  give1  you 
a  hundred  directions  for  Paris*,  and  provide 
you  with  all  the  requifite  conveniences.  Vouch- 
fafe  to  acquaint  me  with  your  refolution.  I 
fhall  certainly  do  my  beft  endeavours  to  ferve 
you,  and  to  let  my  country  know  that  I  have  the 
ineftimable  fibnour  to  be  one  of  your  friends.  I 
am  with  the  highe'ft  refpett  and  efteem,  your 
moft  humble,  Cbedient,  faithful  fervant, 

VOLTAIRE. 


LETTER      CCCLXXXIV. 

Monfieur  VOLTAIRE  a  Monfieur  le  Comte  de 
MORVILLE,  Minirtre  et  Secretaire  d'Etat  a- 
Verfailles. 

MONSIEGNEUR,  Jultl  1727. 

JE  me  fuis  contente  jufque-icy  d'admirer  en  fi- 
lence  votre  conduite  dans  les  affaires  de 
1'Europe  :  mais  il  n'eft  pas  permis  a  un  hofnme, 
quf  aime  votre  gloire,  et  au  qui  vous  etes  aufli 
tendrement  attach-5,  que  je"  le  fuis,  dc  demeurer 
plus  long  terns  fans  vous  faire  fes  (Incere  com- 
plimens. 

Je  ne  puis  d'ailleurs  me  refufer  1'honneur,  que 
me  fait  le  celebre  Monfieur  Swift,  de  vouloir 
bien  vous  prefenter  une  de  mes  lettres.  Je  fcai 
que  fa  reputation  eft  parven'ue  jufqu'  a  vous,  et 
que  vous  avex  en  vie  de  la  connoitre  :  il  fait 
E  3  Phonneur 

*  Swift,    at  this  time  was  preparing  to  vifit  the  Lord 
i.  Bolingbroke  in  francc. 
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1'honneur  d'une  nation,  que  vous  eftimez  ;  vous 
avez  lii  les  tradu&ions  de  plufieurs  ouvrages, 
qui  lui  font  attribuez  ;  et  qui  eft  plus  capable, 
que  vous,  Monfeigneur,  de  difcerner  les  beautez 
d'un  original  a  travers  la  foiblefle  des  plus  mau- 
vaifes  copies.  Je  croi  que  vous  ne  ferez  pas 
fache  de  diner  avec  Monfieur  Swift,  et  Monfieur 
le  Prefident  Henault,  et  je  me  flatte  au  que  voua 
le  regarderez  comme  une  preuve  de  mon  fincere 
attachment  a  votre  perfonne  la  liberte,  que  je 
prens  de  vous  prefenter  un  des  hommes  des  plus 
extraordinaires  que  1'Angletterre  a  produit,  et  le 
plus  capable  de  fentir  toute  1'etendue  de  vos  gran- 
dez  qualitez. 

Je  fuis  pour  toute  ma  vie,  avec  un  profcnd  re- 
fpeft  et  un  attachment  remplis  de  la  plus  haute 
eftime,  Monfeigneur,  votres  tres  humble  et 
tres  obeiflant  ferviteur, 

VOLTAIRE. 


LETTER      CCCLXXXV. 

•  -4    i 

LORD  BOLINGBROKE  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

Saturday,  at  Popes,  [June  24.  1727.3 

I   AM  going  to  London,  and  intend  to  carry 
this  letter,    which  I  will  give  you,   if  I  fee 
you,  and  leave  for  you,  if  I  do  not  fee  you. 

There  would  not  be  common  fenfe  in  your 
going  into  France  at  this  juncture,  even  if  you 
intended  to  ftay  there  long  enough  to  draw  the 

fole 
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fole  pleafure  and  profit,  which  I  propofe  you 
fhould  have  in  the  acquaintance  I  am  ready  to 
give  you  there.  Much  lefs  ought  you  to  think 
of  fuch  an  unmeaning  journey,  when  the  oppor- 
tunity for  quitting  Ireland  for  England  is,  I  be- 
lieve, fairly  before  you  *.  To  hanker  after  a 
court  is  fit  for  men  with  blue  ribbands,  pom- 
pous titles,  and  overgrown  eftates.  It  is  below 
either  you  or  me  ;  one  of  whom  never  made  his 
fortune,  and  the  other's  turned  rotten  at  the 
very  moment  it  grew  ripe.  But,  without  han- 
kering, without  afluming  a  fuppliant  dependant's 
air,  you  may  fpend  in  England  all  the  time  you 
can  be  abfent  from  Ireland,  et  faire  la  guerre  a 
Voeil.  There  has  not  been  fo  much  inactivity  a& 
you  imagine  j  but  I  cannot  anfwer  for  contingen- 
cies. Adieu. 

If  you  can  call  on  me  to-morrow  morning,  in 
your  way  to  church,  about  ten  o'clock,  you  will  find 
me  juft  returning  to  Cranford  from  the  Pall-malL 

I  fliall  return  again  to  London  on  Monday 
evening. 

LETTER      CCCLXXXVI. 

DR   ARBUTHNOTT   TO   DR   SWIFT. 

Cranfordy  Tuesday, 

I  HAVE  lo  fevere  a  defluxion  of  rheum  on  both 
my  eyes,  that  I  dare  hardly  ftir  abroad.   You 

will 

•  See  a  letter  from  Dr  Swift^to  Dr  Sheridan,  dated  24th 
June  17.27.  "Vol.  XII.  p.  213.  Batturft's  edition,  printed 
i 755. 


$6  DEAN    SWIFT'S. 

will  be  ready  to  fay,  Phyfician,  curft  thyfelf; 
and  that  is  what  I  am  about.  I  took  away,  by 
cupping,  yeilerday  fourteen  ounces  of  blood  ; 
and  fuch  an  operation  would,  I  believe,  have 
done  you  more  good  than  ileel,  bitters,  waters, 
and  drops.  I  wifh  John  Gay  fuccefs  in  his  pur- 
fuit ;  but  I  think  he  has  fome  qualities,  which 
\rill  keep  him  down  in  the  world.  Good  God  f 
what  is  man  ?  Polimed,  civilized,  learned  man! 
A  liberal  education  fits  him  for  flavery  j  and  the 
pains  he  has  taken  gives  him  the  noble  preten- 
fion  of  dangling  away  life  in  an  antichamber, 
or  of  employing  real  talents  to  ferve  thofe  who 
have  none  ;  or,  which  is  worfe  than  all  the  reft, 
of  making  his  reafon  and  his  knowledge  ferve  all 
the  purpofes  of  other  mens  follies  and  vices. 
You  fay  not  a  word  to  me  about  the  public,  of 
whom  I  think  as  feldom  as  poflible.  I  confider 
myfelf  as  a  man  with  fome  little  fatisfa&ion, 
-and  with  fome  ufe  ;  but  I  have  no  pleafure  in 
thinking  I  am  an  Englifhman  ;  nor  is  it,  I  doubt, 
to  much  purpofe  to  a£l  like  one.  Strpit  enlm 
reSy  que  proclivis  ad  pernieiem,  cum  Jtmel  coepit, 
lab'itur.  Plures  enim  dlfcunt  quemadmodum  lac 
Jianty  quam  qttetnadmcdum  his  refijlatur.  Adieu. 
Let  me  know  how  you  do.  If  your  landlord  * 
is  returned,  my  kindeft  fervices  to  him. 

LETTER 

«  Mr  Pope,  the  D«an  being  at  Twickenham. 
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LETTER      CCCLXXXVII. 

LORD   BOLINGBROKE  TO   DR  SWIFT. 

Sunday.     [Indorfedy  on  going  to  France,  about  June 

1727.] 

"VTOU  may  be  fure  of  letters  from  me  to  peo- 
-*-  pie,  who  will  receive  you  with  all  the  ho- 
nours due  to  fo  great  a  traveller,  and  fo  exa&  an 
author.  I  am  obliged  to  ftay  in  the  country  to- 
morrow, by  feme  bufmefs  relating  to  my  poor 
farm,  which  I  would  willingly  make  a  rich  one; 
and  for  which  purpofe  a  pcrfon  is  with  me,  who 
conies  from  Suffolk  on  my  fummons. 

On  Tuefday,  by  feven  in  the  evening,  I  will 
certainly  be  in  the  Pall-mall,  and  there  you  fhall 
have,  if  you  meet  me,  and  not  otherwife,  both 
my  letters  and  inftrudions,  which  will  be  of 
ufe  to  you. 

Raillery  apart :  Since  you  do  go  into  France, 
I  fhall  be  glad  to  talk  with  you  before  your  de- 
parture ;  and  I  fancy  you  would  not  leave  Eng- 
land, without  embracing  the  man  in  England 
who  loves  you  beft.  Adieu.  My  beft  fervicejs 
attend  all  with  you. 

LETTER 
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LETTER      CCCLXXXVIII. 

LORD  BOLINGBROKE  TO   DR  SWJET. 

Tueftlay* 

I  RETURN  you  the  papers,  which  I  have  read 
twice  over  ftnce  you  was  here.  They  are 
extremely  well ;  but  the  Craftfman  has  not  on- 
ly advertifed  the  public,  that  he  intended  to 
turn  news-writer,  he  has  begun,  and  for  fome 
weeks  continued  to  appear  under  that  pew  cha- 
racter. This  consideration  inclines  me  to  think, 
that  another  turn  might  be  given  to  the  intro- 
duction j  and  perhaps  this  would  naturally  call 
for  a  fourth  letter  from  the  Occajtonal  Writer^ 
to  account  for  his  filence,  to  profecute  your  ar- 
gument, to  ftate  the  prefent  difputes  about  po- 
litical affairs,  and,  in  fhort,  to  revive  and  ani- 
mate the  paper-war.  When  we  meet  next,  I 
will  explain  myfelf  better  than  I  can  do  by  a  let- 
ter writ  in  hafte,  with  mowers  and  hay-makers 
about  me.  Adieu.  Let  Pope  (hare  my  em- 
braces with  you. 

LETTER       CCCLXXXIX. 

LORD   BOLINGBROKE   TO   DR   SWIFT. 


L 


Thurfdny. 

ORD  B.  is  fo  ill,  and  fo  much  alone,   the 
common  fate  of  thofe  who  are  out  of 

power, 
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power,  that  I  have  not  left  him  one  day  fince 
my  return  from  London.  JLet  me  know  ho\r 
you  are.  Say  fomething  very  kind  from  me  to 
Pope.  Tofs  John  Gay  over  the  water  to  Rich- 
mond, if  he  is  with  you.  Adieu. 


LETTER      CCCXC. 

MR  PULTENEY   TO  MR  POPE. 

I  AM  obliged  to  you  all  for  your  compliment, 
and  when  the  Dean  is  well  enough,  I  hope 
to  fee  you  in  town.  You  will  probably  find  me 
a  much  happier  man  than  when  you  faw  me  laft; 
for  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  in  an  hour  or  two,  I 
fhall  be  once  more  blefled  with  a  fon.  Mrs  Pul- 
teney  is  now  in  labour  :  If  fhe  does  well  and 
brings  me  a  boy,  I  (hall  not  care  one  fixpencc 
how  much  longer  Sir  Robert  governs  England, 
or  Horace  governs  France.  I  am  ever  your's, 

W.  P. 
Eleven  o'clock,  Tuefday  morning. 

LETTER      CCCXCI. 

DR    SWIFT  TO   DR     SHERIDAN. 

London,  June  24.  1727- 

I  HAVE  received  your  lad,  with  the   inclofed 
print.  I  defire  you  will  let  Dr  Delany  know- 
that  I  tranfcribed  the  fubftance  of  his  letter,  and 

the 
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the  tranflation  of  what  was  regiftered  •,  and  ad- 
ded a  whole  ftate  of  the  cafe,-  and  gave  it  Mrs 
Howard  to  give  to  the  Prince  *  from  me,  and  to 
defire,  that,  as  Chancellor,  he  .would  do  what  he 
thought  mod  fit.  I  forgot  to  aik  Mrs  Ho- 
ward f  what  was  done  in  it,  the  next  time  I  faw- 
ner ;  and  the  day  I  came  to  town,  came  the  news 
of  the  King's  ^  death,  of  which  I  fent  particulars 
the  very  fame  day  to  our  friends  5  fince  then  we 
have  been  all  in  a  hurry,  with  millions  of  fchemes. 
I  deferred  luffing  the  King  and  Queen's  hands 
till  the  third  day,  when  my  friends  at  court  chid 
jne  for  deferring  it  fo  long.  I  have  been,  and  I 
am  fo  extremely  bufy,  that  though  I  begin  this 
letter,  I  cannot  finifh  it  till  next  pod  •,  for  now 
it  is  the  laft  moment  it  can  go,  and  I  have  much 
more  to  fay.  I  was  juft  ready  to  go  to  France, 
when  the  news  of  the  King's  death  arrived,  and 
I  came  to  town,  in  order  to  begin  my  journey. 
But  I  was  defired  to  delay  it ;  and  I  then  deter- 
mined it  a  fecond  time  ;  when,  upon  fome  new 
incidents,  I  was  with  great  vehemence  difluaded 
from  it,  by  certain  perfons  whom  I  could  not  dif- 
obey.  Thus  things  Hand  with  me.  My  (lomach 
is  pretty  good}  but  for  fofne  days  my  head  has 
not  been  right ;  yet  it  is  what  I  have  been  for- 
merly ufed  to.  Here  is  a  ftrange  world  ;  and 
our  friends  would  rep  roach  me  for  myfhare  in  it, 
But  it  fhall  be  fliort ;  for  I  defign  foon  to  return 

into 

*  His  Royal  Hiahiiefs  George  Prince  of  Wales,  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Univcrfity  of  bublin,  now  King. 
t  Afterwards   Counted  of  S-iffolk. 
I  King  George  I,     He  died  June  u.  1727. 
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into  the  country.  I  am  thinking  of  a  chancellor 
for  the  univerfity,  and  have  pitched  upon  one ; 
but  whether  he  will  like  it,  or  my  word  be  of  any 
ufe,  I  know  not.  The  talk  is  now  for  a  moderating 
fcheme,  wherein  nobody  (hall  be  ufed  the  worfe 
or  better  for  being  called  Whig  or  Tory  ;  and 
the  King  hath  received  both  with  great  equality, 
ihewing  civilities  to  feveral  who  are  openly  known 
to  be  the  latter.  I  prevailed  with  a  dozen,  that  we 
fhould  go  in  a  line  to  kifs  the  King's  and  Queen's 
hands.  We  have  now  done  with  repining,  if  we 
fhall  be  ufed  well,  and  not  baited  as  formerly. 
We  all  agfee  in  it ;  and  if  things  do  not  mend, 
it  is  not  our  faults :  We  have  made  our  offers  ; 
if  otherwife,  we  are  as  we  were.  It  is  agreed 
the  miniftry  will  be  changed,  but  the  others  will 
have  a  foft  fall ;  although  the  King  mud  be  ex- 
ceflive  generous,  if  he  forgives  the  treatment  pf 
fome  people.  I  writ  long  ago  my  thoughts  to 
my  viceroy,  and  he  may  proceed  as  he  fhall  be 
advifed.  But  if  the  Archbifhop  *  goes  on  to 
proceed  to  fub  pvsna  contempt  us,  &c.  I  would 
have  an  appeal  at  proper  time  j  which  I  fuppoie 
mud  be  to  delegates,  or  the  crown,  I  know  not 
•which.  However,  I  will  fpend  a  hundred  or 
two  pounds  rather  than  be  enflaved,  or  betray  a 
right  which  I  do  not  value  three-pence,  but  my 
fucceflbrs  may.  My  fervice  to  all  friends;  and 
fo  thinking  I  have  faid  enough,  I  bid  you  fare- 
well heartily,  and  long  to  eat  of  your  fruit,  for  I 
VOL.  XVI.  F  dare 

«  Dr  William  King, 
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dare  eat  none  here.  It  hath  coft  me  five  {hillings 
in  victuals  fince  I  came  here,  and  ten  pounds  to 
fervants  where  I  have  dined.  J  fuppofe  my  a- 
gent  *  in  Ship-ftreet  takes  care  and  inquires  about 
wy  new  agent. 


LETTER      CCCXCJI. 

DR  SWIFT   TO  DR  SHERIDAN. 


^  July  1  .  1727. 

I  HAD  your's  of  June  22.  You  complain  of 
not  hearing  from  me  ;  I  never  was  fo  conftant 
a  writer.  I  have  writ  fix  times  to  our  friends, 
and  as  many  to  you.  Mr  Pope  is  reading  your 
Perfius.  He  is  frequently  fick,  and  fo  at  this 
time.  He  has  read  it,  but  you  mult  wait  till 
next  letter  for  his  judgment.  He  would  know 
whether  it  is  defigned  for  an  elegant  tranilation, 
or  only  to  fhew  the  meaning.  1  reckon  it  an  ex- 
planation of  a  difficult  author,  not  only  for  learn- 
ers, hut  for  thofe  alib  who  are  not  expert  in  La- 
tin, becaufe  he  is  a  very  dark  author.  I  would 
not  have  your  book  printed  entire,  till  I  treat 
with  my  bookfeller  here  for  your  advantage. 
There  is  a  word  (concacuus]  which  you  have  not 
explained,  nor  the  reafon  of  it.  Where  you  are 
ignorant,  you  fhould  confefs  you  are  ignorant. 
I  writ  to  Stella  the  day  we  heard  the  K  --  was 
dead,  and  the  circumftances  of  it.  I  hold  you  a 

guinea, 

•  The  Kev.  Mr  John  \Vorral 
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guinea,  I  (hall  forget  fomething.  Worral  writ 
to  me  lately.  In  anfwer,  I  defire  that  when  the 
Archbifhop  comes  to  a  determination,  that  an 
appeal  be  properly  lodged,  by  which  I  will  elude 
him  till  my  return,  which  will  be  at  Michaelmas. 
I  have  left  London,  and  ftay  here  a  week,  and 
then  I  {hall  go  thither  again,  juft  to  fee  the 
Queen,  and  fo  come  back  hither.  Here  are  a 
thoufand  fchemes  wherein  they  would  have  me 
engaged ;  which  I  embrace  but  coldly,  becaufe 
1  like  none  of  them.  I  have  been  thcfe  ten  days 
inclining  to  my  old  difeafe  of  giddinefs,  a  little 
tottering.  Our  friend  underftands  it ;  but  I 
grow  cautious,  and  am  fomething  better.  Cyder, 
and  champaigne,  and  fruit,  have  been  the  caufe. 
But  now  I  am  very  regular,  and  I  eat  enough. 
I  took  Dr  Delany's  paper  to  the  King  when  he 
tvas  Prince.  He  and  his  fecretary  *  are  difcon- 
tented  with  the  Provoft  f,  but  they  find  he  has 
few  on  his  fide.  The  King's  death  hath,  broke 
that  meafure.  I  propofed  the  Prince  of  Wales  $ 
to  be  Chancellor,  and  I  believe  fo  it  will  go. 
Pray  copy  out  the  verfes  I  writ  to  Stella  on  her 
collecting  my  verfes,  and  fend  them  tome ;  for  we 
want  fome  to  make  our  poetical  mifcellany  large 
enough,  and  I  am  not  there  to  pick  whatfhould 
be  added.  Direft  them,  and  all  other  double 
papers,  to  Lord  Bathurft,  in  St  James's  fquare, 
F  2  London. 

*  Samuel  Mollyneux,  F.fq; 
f  The  Rev.  Dr  Baldwin. 

f  Frederick  Prince  of  Wales,  eldeft  fon  efK,  George- 
II.  who  died  March  20,  1750-1. 
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London.  I  was  in  a  fright  about  your  verfes  on 
Stella's  ficknefs,  but  glad  when  they  were  a 
month  old. 

Defire  our  friends  to  let  me  know  what  I  fhould 
buy  for  them  here  of  any  kind.  I  had  juft 
now  a  long  letter  from  Mrs  Dingley,  and  ano- 
ther from  Mr  Synge.  Pray  tell  the  latter,  that 
I  return  him  great  thanks,  and  will  leave  the  vi- 
fiting  affair  to  his  difcretion.  But  all  the  law- 
yers in  Europe  fhall  never  perfuade  me,  that  it  is 
in  the  Archbifhop's  power  to  take  or  refufe  my 
proxy,  when  I  have  the  King's  leave  of  abfence. 
If  he  be  violent,  I  will  appeal,  and  die  two  or 
three  hundred  pounds  poorer,  to  defend  the  rights 
of  the  Dean.  Pray  afk  Mr  Synge  whether  his 
fenocchio  be  grown  ;  it  is  now  fit  to  eat  here, 
and  we  eat  it  like  Celery,  either  with  or  without 
oil,  £sV.  I  defign  to  pafs  my  time  wholly  in  the 
country,  having  fome  bufinefs  to  do  and  fettle" 
before  I  leave  England  for  the  laft  time.  1  will 
lend  you  Mr  Pope's  criticifms,  and  my  own,  on 
your  work.  Pray  forget  nothing  of  what  I  de- 
Cre  you.  Pray  God  blefs  you  all.  If  the  King 
had  lived  but  ten  days  longer,  I  fhould  be  now 
at  Paris.  Simpleton  !  the  Drapiers  fliould  have 
been  fent  unbound  ;  but  'tis  no  great  matter  ; 
two  or  three  would  have  been  enough.  I  fee 
Mrs  Fad  but  feldom ;  I  never  trouble  her  but 
when  I  am  fent  for.  She  expects  me  foon,  and 
after  that  perhaps  no  more  while  I  am  here.  I 
defire  it  may  be  told,  that  I  never  go  to  court  ; 
which  I  mention,  becaufe  of  a  paflage  in  Mrs 

Ding  ley's 
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Dingley's  *  letter.  She  fpeaks  mighty  good 
things  of  your  kindnefs.  I  do  not  want  that 
poerrt  to  Stella  to  print  it  entire,  but  fome  paf- 
fages  out  of  it,  if  they  deferve  it,  to  lengthen  the 
volume.  Read  all  this  letter  without  hefitation, 
and  I'll  give  you  a  pot  of  ale.  I  intend  to  be 
with  you  at  Michaelmas,  bar  impoffibilities. 


LETTER      CCCXCIIL 

CHEVALIER  RAMSATf  TO   DR  SWIFT, 

REV.  SIR.  Paris,  Aug.  I.  N.  S.  1727. 

MR    HOOK     having     acquainted    me    with 
what  goodnefs    and  patience   you  have 
been  pleafed  to  examine  a  performance  of  minei, 
I  take  this  occasion   to  make   my  acknowledge- 
ments.    Nothing  could  flatter  me  more  fenfibly 
F  3  than 

•  Aft  Englifh  l*dy,  a  friend  of  the  Dean'*. 

t  '  Andrew  Michael  Ramfay,  knight  of  St  Lazarns  in 
France,  and  doiflor  of  laws  of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford. 
He  was  born  in  Scotland  9th  of  June  1686,  and  educa- 
cated  a  Profellaftt,  but  converted  to  the  church  of  Rome 
in  1709,  by  Pension  Archbifhop  of  Cambray,  whole  lite 
he  published.  In  1724,  he  was  lent  for  to  P.onie  by  the 
Pretender,  in  order  to  be  tutor  to  his  two  f(/ns  :  But  the 
clivilions  and  jealonfies  of  that  court  induced  him  to  de- 
firc  leave  to  return  to  France,  where  he  was  appointed 
governor  of  the  Duke  of  Chateau-Thierry,  and  after- 
wards of  the  Prince  Ttirenne.  He  died  6th  May  i?43» 
at  St  Germain-en-laie,  at  the  age  of  fiity-feveii.  He  is 
well  known  for  "  his  Travels  of  Cyrus,"  his  "  Lite  of 
Marfttal  Turenne,"  -re. 

\  The  Travels  o/  Cyrus. 
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than  your  approbation.  To  acquire  the  efteem 
of  perfons  of  your  merit  is  the  principal  advan- 
tage I  could  wifli  for  by  becoming  an  author,  and 
more  than  I  could  flatter  myfelf  with.  I  fhould 
be  proud  of  receiving  your  commands,  if  I  could 
be  any  way  ufeful  to  you  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  where,  I  afTure  you,  your  reputation  is  as 
well  eftablifhed  as  in  your  own  country.  I  am 
with  the  utmoft  regard  and  efteem,  reverend  Sir, 
your  mod  humble,  and  mod  obliged,  obedient 
fervant, 

A.    RAMSAY. 


LETTER     CCCXCIV. 

TO   THE  COUNTESS  OF  SUFFOLK. 

MADAM,  Twickenham,  Aug.  15.  1727. 

I  WISH  I  were  a  young  lord,  and  you  were  un- 
married :  I  ihould  make  you  the  beft  hufband 
in  the  world,  for  I  am  ten  times  deafer  than  ever 
you  were  in  your  life  j  and  inftead  of  a  poor  pain 
in  my  face,  I  have  a  good  fubftantial  giddinefs 
and  head-ach.  The  beft  of  it  is,  that,  although 
we  might  lay  our  heads  together,  you  could  tell  me 
no  fecrets  that  might  not  be  heard  five  rooms  di- 
ftant.  Thefe  diforders  of  mine,  if  they  hold  me 
as  long  as  they  ufed  to  do  fome  years  ago,  will 
laft  as  long  as  my  leave  of  abfenee,  which  I 
(hall  not  renew :  And  then  the  Qiieen  will  have 
the  misfortune  not  to  fee  me,  and  I  {hall  go  back 
with  the  fatisfa&ion  never  to  have  feen  her  fince 

fhe 
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fhe  was  Queen,  but  when  I  kifled  her  hand. 
And  although  {he  were  a  thoufand  Queens,  I 
will  not  lofe  my  privilege  of  never  feeing  her 
but  when  fhe  commands  it.  I  told  my  two  land- 
lords, that  I  would  write  you  a  love-letter  •,  which, 
I  remember,  you  commanded  me  to  do  laft  year. 
But  I  would  not  fiiew  it  to  either  of  them.  I  am 
the  greateft  courtier  and  flatterer  you  have  j  be- 
caufe  I  try  your  good  fenfe  and  tafte,  more  than 
all  of  them  put  together,  which  is  the  greateft 
compliment  I  could  put  upon  you  :  And  you 
have  hitherto  behaved  yourfelf  tolerably  well  un- 
der it ;  much  better  than  your  miflrefs,  if  what  a 
lady  told  me  was  true,  that,  talking  with  the 
Queen  about  me,  her  Majefty  faid,  I  was  an  odd 
fort  of  man.  But  I  forgive  her  ;  for  it  is  an  odd 
thing  in  an  honed  man  to  fpeak  freely  to  princes. 
I  will  fay  another  thing  in  yourpraife,  thatgood- 
nefs  would  become  you  better  than  any  perfon  I 
know :  And,  for  that  very  reafon,  there  is  no- 
body I  wifli  to  be  good  fo  much  as  yourfelf.  I 
am,  <&c. 


LETTER     CCCXCV. 

DR  SWIFT  TO   UR  SHERIDAN. 

Twickenham,  Aug.  12.  1727. 

I  AM  cleverly  caught,  if  ever  gentleman  was 
cleverly  caught :  For  three  days  after  I  came 
to   town  with   Lord   Oxford   from  Cambridge- 
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{hire  *,  which  was  ten  days  ago,  ray  old  deafnefs 
feized  me,  and  hath  continued  ever  fmce  with 
great  increafe  ;  fo  that  I  am  now  deafer  than 
ever  you  knew  me,  and  yet  a  little  lefo,  I  think, 
than  I  was  yefterday  ;  but,  which  is  worfe,  about 
four  days  ago  my  giddinefs  feized  me,  and  I  was 
fo  very  ill,  that  yeiterday  I  took  a  hearty  vomit ; 
and  though  I  now  totter,  yet  I  think  I  am  a 
thought  better  :  But  what  will  be  the  event  I 
know  not.  One  thing  I  know  that  thefe  deaf 
fits  ufed  to  continue  five  or  fix  weeks ;  and  I  am 
refolved,  if  it  continues,  or  my  giddinefs,  fome 
days  longer,  I  will  leave  this  place,  and  remove 
to  Greenwich,  or  fomewhere  near  London,  and 
take  my  coufm  Lancelot  to  be  my  nurfe.  Our 
friends  know  her;  it  is  the  fame  with  Pat  Rolt. 
If  my  diforder  mould  keep  me  longer  than  my 
licence  of  abfence  lafts,  I  would  have  you  get  Mr 
Worral  to  renew  it.  It  will  not  expire  till  the 
fixth  or  feventh  of  O&ober,  and  I  refolved  to  be- 
gin my  journey  Sept.  15.  Mr  Worral  will  fee  by 
the  date  of  my  licence,  what  time  the  new  one 
fhould  commence  :  But  he  has  feven  weeks  yet  to 
confider  ;  I  only  fpeak  in  time.  I  am  very  un- 
eafy  here,  becaufe  fo  many  of  our  acquaintance 
come  to  fee  us,  and  I  cannot  be  feen  ;  befides, 
Mr  Pope  is  too  fickly  and  complaifant ;  therefore 
I  refolve  to  go  fomewhere  elfe.  This  is  a  little 

unlucky, 

•  Son  of  the  late  Right  Honourable  Robert  Harley, 
Lord  High  Treafurer  of  Fngland,  created  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford and  Mortimer  by  O^ueen  Anne. 
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unlucky,  my  head  will  not  bear  writing  long.  I 
want  to  be  at  home,  where  I  can  turn  you  out, 
or  let  you  in,  as  I  think  beft.  The  King  and 
Queen  come  in  two  days  to  our  neighbourhood  * ; 
and  there  I  (hall  be  expected,  and  cannot  go; 
which  however  is  none  of  my  grievances-,  for  I 
had  rather  be  abfent,  and  have  now  too  good  an 
excufe.  I  believe  this  giddinefs  is  the  disorder 
that  will  at  laft  get  the  better  of  me  •,  but  I  had 
rather  it  fhould  not  be  now  ;  and  I  hope  ami  be- 
lieve it  will  not,  for  I  am  now  better  than  yefter- 

day. Since  my  dinner,  my  giddinefs  is  much 

better,  and  my  deafnefs  a  hair's-breadth  not  fo 
bad.  It  is  juft  as  ufual,  worft  in  the  morning 
and  at  evening.  I  will  be  very  temperate  ;  and 
in  the  midft  of  peaches,  figs,  neftarins,  and  mul- 
berries, I  touch  not  a  bit.  I  hope  I  {hall  how- 
ever fet  out  in  the  midft  of  September,  as  I  de- 
figned.  This  is  a  long  letter  for  an  ill  head,  fo 
adieu.  My  fervice  to  our  two  friends  and  all  o- 
thers. 


LETTER      CCCXCVI. 

DR  SWIFT   TO   DR  SHERIDAN. 


Aug.  29.  1727. 

I  HAVE  had  your  letter  of  the  ipth;  and  ex- 
pect, before  you  read  this,   to  receive  ano- 
ther from  you,  with  the  moft  fatal  news  that  can 

ever 


Richmond. 
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ever  come  to  me,  unlefs  I  fliould  be  put  to  death 
for  fomc  ignominious  crime.  I  continue  very  ill 
with  my  giddinefs  and  deafnefs,  of  which  I  had 
two  days  intermiflion,  but  fmce  worfe  ;  and  I 
fiiall  be  perfedly  content,  if  God  {hall  pleafe  to 
Call  me  away  at  this  time.  Here  is  a  triple  cord 
of  friendfhip  broke,  which  hath  laded  thirty 
years  ;  twenty-four  of  which  in  Ireland.  I  beg; 
if  you  have  not  writ  to  me  before  you  get  this, 
to  tell  me  no  particulars,  but  the  event  in  gene- 
ral. My  weaknefs,  my  age,  my  friendship,  will 
bear  no  more.  I  have  mentioned  the  cafe,  as 
well  as  I  knew  it,  to  a  phyfician  who  is  my  friend; 
and  I  find  his  methods  were  the  fame,  air  and 
exercife,  and  at  laft  afies  milk.  I  will  tell  you 
jfincerely,  that  if  I  were  younger,  and  in  health, 
or  in  hopes  of  it,  I  would  endeavour  to  divert  my 
mind  by  all  methods,  in  order  to  pafs  my  life  in 
quiet  j  but  I  now  want  only  three  months  of  fix- 
ty.  I  am  ftrongly  vifited  xvith  a  difeafe,  that 
will  at  laft  cut  me  off,  if  I  fliould  this  time  e- 
fcape  ;  if  not,  I  have  but  a  poor  remainder,  and 
that  is  below  any  wife  man's  valuing.  I  do  not 
intend  to  return  to  Ireland  fo'foon  as  I  purpofed  » 
1  would  not  be  there  in  the  very  midft  of  grief. 
I  defire  you  will  fpeak  to  Mr  Worral,  to  get  a 
new  licence  about  the  beginning  of  O£lober, 
•when  my  old  one,  as  he  will  fee  by  the  date, 
{hall  expire  ;  but  if  that  fatal  accident  were  not 
to  happen,  I  am  not  able  to  travel-in  my  prefent 
Condition.  What  I  intend  is,  immediately  to 
leave  this  place,  and  go  with  my  couCn  for  a 

nurfe. 
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nurfe,  about  five  miles  from  London,  on  the  o» 
ther  fide  towards  the  fea  j  and  if  I  recover,  I  will 
cither  pafs  this  winter  near  Salifhury-plain,  or  in 
France.  And  therefore  I  defire  Mr  Worral 
may  make  this  licence  run  like  the  former,  [to 
Great-Britain,  or  elfevvhere,  for  the  recovery  of 
his  health.] 

Neither  my  health  nor  grief  will  permit 
me  to  fay  more.  Your  dire&ions  to  Mr  Lance- 
lot, at  his  houfe  in  New  Bond-ftreet,  over-a- 
gainft  the  crown  and  cufhion,  will  reach  me, 
Farewel. 

This  ftroke  was  unexpected,  and  my  fears  laft 
year  were  ten  times  greater  *. 


LETTER      CCCXCVII. 

MRS   HOWARD   TO   DR  SWIFT. 

Aug.  1727. 

I  WRITE  to  you  to  pleafe  myfelf.  I  hear  you 
are  melancholy  becaufe  you  have  3  bad 
head,  and  deaf  ears.  Thefe  are  two  misfortunes 
I  have  laboured  under  thefe  many  years,  and  yet 
was  never  peevifli  with  myfelf  or  the  world. 
Have  I  more  philofophy  and  resolution  than  you  ? 
Or  am  I  fo  ftupid  I  don't  feel  the  evil  ?  Is  this 
meant  in  a  good-natured  view  ?  Or  do  I  mean, 
that  I  pleafe  myfelf  when  I  infult  over  you  ? 
Anfwer  thefe  queries  in  writing,  if  poifon  or 

othet 

f  Sec  letter  occlv. 
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other  methods  don't  enable  you  foon  to  appear 
in  perfon.  Though  I  make  ufe  of  your  own 
•word  poifon,  give  me  leave  to  tell  you  it  is  non- 
fenfe  ;  and  I  defire  you  will  take  more  care  for 
the  time  to  come,  how  you  endeavour  to  impofe 
upon  my  underftanding,  by  making  no  ufe  of 
your  own,  I  am,  £sV. 


LETTER     CCCXCVIII. 

DR  SWIFT   TO   DR  SHERIDAN. 

London,  Sept.  2.  1727. 

I  HAD  your's  of  the  ipth  of  Auguft,  which 
I  anfwered  the  apth  from  Twickenham.  I 
came  to  town  on  the  laft  day  of  Auguft,  being 
impatient  of  (laying  there  longer,  where  fo  much 
company  came  to  us,  while  I  was  fo  giddy  and 
deaf.  I  am  now  got  to  my  coufin  Lancelot's 
houfe  ;  where  I  defire  all  letters  may  be  directed 
to  me.  I  am  ftill  in  the  fame  condition,  or  ra- 
ther worfe  ;  for  I  walk  like  a  drunken  man,  and 
am  deafer  than  ever  you  knew  me.  If  I  had 
any  tolerable  health,  I  would  go  this  moment 
to  Ireland  ;  yet  I  think  I  would  not,  confidering 
the  news  I  daily  expect  to  hear  from  you.  I 
have  juft  received  your's  of  Auguft  24.  ;  I  kept 
it  an  hour  in  my  pocket,  with  all  the  fufpence 
of  a  man  who  expected  to  hear  the  worft  news 
that  fortune  could  give  him,  and  at  the  fame 
time  was  not  able  to  hold  up  my  head.  Thefe 

are 
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are  the  perquifites  of  living  long.     The  lad  act 
of  life  is  always  a  tragedy  at  beft ;  but  it  is  a 
bitter  aggravation  to  have  one's  beft  friend  go 
before  one.     I  defired  in  my  laft,  that  you  would 
not   enlarge   upon   that  event,  but  tell  me  the 
bare  fact.     I  long  knew  that  our  dear  friend  had 
not  thejlamifia  vite  ;  but  my  friendfliip  could  not 
arm  me  againft  this  accident,  although  I  fore- 
faw  it.     I  have   faid  enough   in  my  laft   letter, 
which  now  I  fuppofe  is  with  you.     I  know  not 
whether  it  be  an  addition  to  my  grief  or  no, 
that  I  am  now  extremely  ill ;  for  it  would  have 
been  a  reproach  to  me  to  be  in  perfeCl  health, 
when   fuch   a  friend  is  defperate.     I  do  profefs, 
upon  my  falvation,  that  the  diftrefled  and  defpe- 
rate condition  of  our  friend  makes  life  fo  indif- 
ferent to  me,    who,  by  courfe  of  nature,    have 
fo  little  left,  that  I  do  not  think   it   worth    the 
time  to  ftruggle  :    Yet  I  fhould  think,  according 
to  what  hath  been  formerly,  that  I  may  happen 
to  overcome  this  prefent  diforder  ;  and  to  what 
advantage  ?    Why,  to  fee  the  lofs  of  that  perfon 
for  whofe  fake  only  life  was  worth  preferving. 
I  brought   both   thofe   friends  over  *,   that  we 
might  be  happy  together  as  long  as  God  mould 
pleaf".     The  knot   is  broken  ;  and  the  rernain- 
VoL.XVI.  G  ing 

*  Mrs  Johnfon  and  Mrs  Dingley,  both  relations  of 
Sir  "\VilHam  Temple,  at  whofe  houfe  the  author  became 
acquainted  with  them,  alter  he  left  the  tniiverfity  of 
Dublin.  Their  fortunes  being  not  ve-y  confiderablc* 

they  chofe  to  fpend  their   days   in   Ireland. There  j* 

not  the  leaft  reafon  to  believe  that  -Stella  was  related  t*. 
Sir  Willie  Tempi*.,      H./v/r/. 
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ing  perfon,  you  know,  has  ill  anfwered  the  end ; 
and  the  other,  who  is  now  to  be  loft,  is  all  that 
was  valuable.  You  agreed  with  me,  or  you 
are  a  great  hypocrite.  What  have  I  to  do  in 
the  world  ?  1  never  was  in  fuch  agonies  as  when 
I  received  your  letter,  and  had  it  in  my  pocket. 

1  am   able  to  hold  up  my  forry  head   no 

longer  *. 


LETTER      CCCXCIX. 

MR   POPE   TO   DR  SHERIDAN, 

SIR,  Twickenham,  Sept.  6. 

I  AM  both   obliged  and   alarmed  by  your  let- 
ter.     What  you   mention  of   a    particular 
friend  of  the  Dean's  being  upon  the  brink  of  an- 
other world,  gives  me  great  pain  ;    for  it  makes 
me,  in  tendernefs  to  him,  wifh  him  with  you  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  I  fear  he  is  not  in  a  con- 
dition 

•  That  ingenious  lady  for  whom  the  author  exprefleth 
fo  much  concern  here,  and  in  the  preceding  letter,  was 
the  famous  STELLA,  fo  often  celebrate-l  in  the  author's 
putMiit  f>>r  her  fine  perfon,  wit,  and  many  virtues. 
Her  phyfician  told  her,  when  flic  was  near  dying,  that 
file  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  and  they  muft  endea- 
vour to  get  her  up  again.  Bat  Hie  plainly  faw  the  ap- 
proaches of  death,  and  readily  replied,  "  That  fhe  found 
"  flie  would  be  out  of  breath  before  fhe  got  up  to  the 
"  top."  She  died  in  a  few  months  after  the  date  of 

thefe  letters,  Jan.  28.   1727-8 See  her  character  'iii 

Ar  Swift '*  iiie,  prefixed  to  Vol.  I. 
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dition  to  make  the  journey.  Though  (to  eafe 
you  as  far  as  I  can)  his  phyfician  and  friend, 
Dr  Arbuthnott,  allures  me  he  will  foon  be  well. 
At  prefent  he  is  very  deaf,  and  more  uneafy 
than  I  hoped  that  complaint  alone  would  have 
made  him.  I  apprehend  he  has  written  to  you 
in  a  melancholy  way  ;  which  has  put  you  into 
a  greater  fright,  than  (with  God's  will)  we  may 
have  any  reafon  for.  He  talks  of  returning  to 
Ireland  in  three  weeks,  if  he  recovers  fufficient- 
ly  ;  if  not,  he  will  flay  here  this  winter.  Up- 
on pretence  of  fome  very  unavoidable  occafions, 
he  went  to  London  four  days  fince,  where  I  fee 
him  as  often  as  he  will  let  me.  I  was  ex- 
tremely concerned  at  his  opiniatrete  in  leaving 
me  ;  but  he  mall  not  get  rid  of  the  friend,  tho* 
he  may  of  his  houfe.  I  have  fuggefted  to  him 
the  remedy  you  mention  ;  and  I  w-iil  not  leave 
him  a  day  till  I  fee  'him  better.  I  with  you  could 
fee  us  in  England  without  manifcft  inconveni- 
ence to  yourfelf ;  though  I  heartily  hope  and  be- 
lieve that  our  friend  will  do  w-ell.  I  fincerely 
lionour  you  for  your  warmth  of  affection,  where 
it  is  fo  juftly  merited  ;  and  am,  both  for  his 
fake  and  your  own,  with  great  efteem,  your's, 
Mr. 

A.   POPE. 

P.  S.    I  have  often  defired  the  Dean  to  make' 

known  to  you  my  fenfe  of  the  good  opinion  you 

have  exprefled  of  me  in   your  letters.     I    ana 

pleafed  to  have  an  opportunity  of  thanking  you 

G  j  under 
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under  my  hand  ;  and  I  defire  you  to  continue  it, 
to  one  who  is  no  way  ungrateful. 

*,*  This  letter  was  probably  an  anfw-er  to  onefcr.t  by 
Dr  Sheridan  to  Mr  Pope  when  he  laft  wrote  to  the  Dean. 
The  reafon  of  his  going  to  London  appears  by  the  two 
preceding  letters  ;  and  about  the  time  mentioned  in  this, 
he  returned  again  to  Ireland.  Mrs  Johnfon  languished 


LETTER      CCCC. 

MRS   HOWARD   TO   DR   SWIFT. 

Sept.  1727. 

I  DID  defire  you  to  write  me  a  love-letter  •,  but 
I  never  did  defire  you  to  talk  of  marrying  me. 
I  had  rather  you  and  1  were  dumb,  as  well  as  deaf, 
for  ever,  than  that  fhould  happen.  I  would 
take  your  giddinefs,  your  head-ach,  or  any  o- 
ther  complaint  you  have,  to  refemble  you  in  one 
circumdance  of  life.  So  that  I  infift  upon  your 
thinking  yourfelf  a  very  happy  man,  at  leaft 
whenever  you  make  a  comparison  between  your- 
felf and  me.  I  Hkewife  infift  upon  your  taking 
no  refolution  to  leave  England  till  I  fee  you  j 
which  muft  be  here,  for  the  moft  dffagreeable 
reafon  in  the  world,  and  the  moft  mocking  :  I 
dare  not  go  to  you.  Believe  nobody  that  talks 

ta 
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to  you  of  the  Queen,  without  you  are  Cure  the 
perfon  likes  both  the  Queen  and  you.  I  have 
been  a.  Have  twenty  years,  without  ever  receiving 
a  reafon  for  any  one  thing  I  ever  was  obliged  to 
do  ;  and  I  have  now  a  mind  to  take  the  pleafure, 
once  in  my  life,  of  abfolute  power ;  which  I  ex- 
pect you  to  give  me,  in  obeying  all  my  ordersa 
without  one  queilion  why  I  have  given  them. 


LETTER      CCCCL 

DR   SWIFT  TO  MR   WORRAL. 

London,  Sept.    12.  1727. 

I  HAVE  not  wrote  to  you  this  long  time,  nor 
would  I  now,  if  it  were  not  nec^flary.  By 
Dr  Sheridan's  frequent  letters,  I  am  every  poit 
expecting  the  death  of  a  friend,  with  whofe  lofs  I 
fhall  have  very  little  regard  for  the  few  years  that 
nature  may  leave  me.  I  defire  to  know  where 
my  two  friends  lodge.  I  gave  a  caution  to  Mrs 
Brent,  that  i-t  might  not  be  in  damo  decani^  quo- 
niam  hoc  minime  decet,  ttti  manifejlum  eft :  habeo  enini 
maligna-fy  qui  Jiniftre  hoc  interbretabunturyfieveniat 
(quod  Dens  avert  at )  ut  illic  inoriatur.  I  am  in 
fuch  a  condition  of  health,  that  I  cannot  pofHbly 
travel.  Dr  Sheridan,  to  whom  I  wrote  this  laft 
poft,  wrillbe  more  particular,  and  fpare  my  weak 
difordered  head  Pray,  anfwer  all  calls  of  mo- 
ney in  your  power  to  Mrs  Dingley,  and  defire  her 
to  afk  it.  I  cannot  come  back  at  the  time  of 
G  3  my 
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my  licence,  I  am  afraid.  Therefore  the  fecond  of 
third  day  before  it  expires,  which  will  be  the  be- 
ginning of  O&ober,  (you  will  find  by  the  date  of 
the  laft),  take  out  a  new  one  for  another  half 
year;  and  let  the  fame  elaufe  be  in  (of  leave  to 
go  to  Great-Britain,  or  elfewhere,  for  the  reco- 
very of  his  health) ;  for  very  probably,  if  this  un- 
fortunate event  (hould  happen  of  the  lofs  of  our 
friend,  (and  I  have  no  probability  or  hopes  to  ex- 
pect better),  I  will  go  to  France,  if  my  health 
will  permit  me,  to  forget  myfelf  *.  I  leave  my 
whole  little  affairs  with  you  ;  I  hate  to  think  of 
them.  If  Mr  Deacon,  or  Alderman  Parfon,. 
come  to  pay  rent,  take  it  on  account,  unlefs  they 
bring  you  their  laft  acquittance  to  direcl  you. 
But  Deacon  owes- me  feventy-five  pounds,  and 
intereft,  upon  his  bond  •,  fo  you  are  to  take  care 
of  giving  him  any  receipt  in  full  of  all  accounts. 
I  hope  you  and  Mrs  Worrall  have  your  health^ 
I  can  hold  up  my  head  no  longer.  I  am  fincere- 
Jy  your's. 

You  need  not  trouble  yourfelf  to  write  till 
you  have  buGne&.;  for  it  is  uncertain  where  I 
fliall  be. 

LETTER 

*  Soon  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  the  Dean  went  to 
Jreland  ;  and  Mrs  Johnfon,  after  languifhinp;  about  twa 
months,  died  on  the  23th  of  January  1727,  in  tbe  44tU 
ye*r  of  her  age. 
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LETTER      CCCCII. 

*R  SWIFT   TO   MRS   HOWARD  *,    BEFORE  HIS 
LEAVING  ENGLAND. 

MADAM,  Stft.   1727, 

THIS  cruel  diforder  of  deafnefs,  attended 
with  giddinefs,  ft  ill  confines  me.  I  have 
been  debating  with  myfelf,  that  having  a  home 
in  Dublin  not  inconvenient,  it  would  be  prudent 
for  me  to  return  thither,  while  my  ficknefs  will 
allow  me  to  travel.  I  am  therefore  fetting  out 
for  Ireland  ;  and  it  is  one  comfort  to  me,  that 
I  am  ridding  you  of  a  troublefome  companion. 

I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  all  your  ci- 
vilities, and  fhall  retain  the  remembrance  of  them 
during  my  life.  I  hope  you  will  favour  me  fo 
far,  as  to  prefent  my  moft  humble  duty  to  the 
Queen,  and  to  defcribe  to  her  Majefty  my  for- 
row,  that  my  diforder  was  of  fuch  a  nature,  as 

to 

•  This  lady  went,  in  the  prime  of  her  youtti,  to  the 
court  of  Hanover,  with  her  hufband,  and  became  of  the 
bed-chamber  to  the  Princefs  of  BrunfXvick,  afterwards 
Princefs  of  Wales,  and  then  Queen  Caroline.  Upon  ths 
death  of  Queen  Anne,  fhe  came  over  with  her  miftrefs, 
and  was  reckoned  the  greateft  favourite  at  Leicefter- 
houfe.  Some  time  after  the  acceffion  of  George  II-  Aie 
was  created  Countefs  of  Suffolk,  and  in  a  few  years  reti- 
red from  court.  She  furvived  her  fitrft  hufband,  and  mar* 
i  led  the  Honourable  Mr  George  Berkeley,  brother  to  La- 
dy Betty  Germain,  in  the  year  1735.  See  Mrs  Barber's- 
letters;  and  thofe  of  Lady  Betty  Germain,  in  this  collec- 
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was'pleafed  to  permit  me.  I  ilmll  pafo  the  re- 
mainder of  my  life  with  the  utmott  gratitude  for 
her  Majefty's  favours  *.  I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      CCCCIII. 

Oct.  2.  1727. 

IT  is  a  perfecl  trouble  to  me  to  write  to  you ; 
and  your  kind  letter  left  for  me  at  Mr  Gay's 
affe&ed  me  fo  much,  that  it  made  me  like  a  girl. 
1  can't  tell  what  to  fay  to  you  ;  I  only  feel  that 
I  wifh  you  well  in  every  circumflance  of  life  ; 
that  it  is  almoft  as  good  to  be  hated  as  to  be  lo- 
ved, conCdering  the  pain  it  is  to  minds  of  any 
tender  turn,  to  find  themfelves  fo  utterly  impo- 
tent to  do  any  good,  or  give  any  cafe  to  thofe 
who  deferve  raoft  from  us.  I  would  very  fain 
know,  as  foon  as  you  recover  your  complaints, 
or  any  part  of  them.  Would  to  God  I  could 
cafe  any  of 'them,  or  had  been  able  even  to  have 
alleviated  any  !  I  found  I  was  not,  and  truly  it 
grieved  me.  I  wasforry  to  find  you  could  think 
yourfelf  caller  in  any  houfe  than  in  mine  ;  though 
at  the  fame  time  I  can  allow  for  a  tendernefs  in 

your 

*  His  opinion  of  this  lady,  and  fertfe  of  hrr  Majefty's 
favours,  are  exprefled  very  differently  in  other  places  : 
It  is  therefore  to  be  prefumrcl,  they  were  changed  by  fome  • 
events  fnbfi-quent  to  this  letter,  though  1  think  he  was 
never  afterwards  in  England.  See  verfes  on  his  own 
death,  aiulthe  letter  of  L;uiy  Eliz.  Germain,  in  this  col- 
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your  way  of  thinking,  even  when  it  feemed  to 
want  that  tendernefs.  I  can't  explain  my  mean- 
ing ;  perhaps  you  know  it.  But  the  beft  way  of 
convincing  you  of  my  indulgence,  will  be,  if  I 
live,  to  vifit  you  in  Ireland,  and  act  there  as 
much  in  my  own  way  as  you  did  here  in  your' 5. 
I  will  not  leave  your  roof,  if  I  am  ill.  To  your 
bad  health  I  fear  there  was  added  fome  difagree- 
able  news  from  Ireland,  which  might  occafion 
your  fo  fudden  departure  :  For  the  lad  time  I 
faw  you,  you  affured  me  you  would  not  leave  us 
this  whole  winter,  unlefs  your  health  grew  bet- 
ter j  and  I  don't  find  it  did  fo.  I  never  compli- 
ed fo  unwillingly  in  my  life  with  any  friend  as 
with  you,  in  flaying  fo  entirely  from  you  ;  nor 
could  I  have  had  the  conftancy  to  do  it,  if  you 
had  not  promifed,  that,  before  you  went,  we 
fhould  meet,  and  you  would  fend  to  us  all  to  come. 
I  have  given  your  remembrances  to  thofe  you 
mention  in  your's.  We  are  quite  forry  for  you, 
I  mean  for  ourfelves.  I  hope,  as  you  do,  that 
we  (hall  meet  in  a  more  durable  and  more  fatif- 
fa&ory  ftate  ;  but  the  lefs  fure  I  am  of  that,  the 
more  I  would  indulge  it  in  this.  We  are  to  be- 
lieve we  fhall  have  fomething  better  than  even  a 
friend  there ;  but  certainly  here  we  have  nothing 
fo  good.  Adieu  for  this  time.  May  you  find 
every  friend  you  go  to  as  pleafed  and  happy,  as 
every  friend  you  went  from  is  forry  and  trou- 
bled. 

Your's,  £sV. 

LETTER 
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LETTER      CCCCIV. 

FROM   DR  SWIFT. 

Dub/in,  Off.  12. 

I  HAVE  been  long  reafoijing  with  myfelf  upon 
the  condition  I  am  in,  and  in  conclu-fion 
Have  thought  it  bell  to  return  to  what  fortune 
hath  made  my  home.  I  have  there  a  large  houfe, 
and  fcrvants  and  conveniencies  about  me.  I  may 
be  worfe  than  I  am  ;  and  I  have  no-where  to  re- 
tire. I  therefore  thought  it  beft  to  return  to  Ire- 
Jand,  rather  than  go  to  any  diftant  place  in  Eng- 
land. Here  is  my  maintenance,  and  here  my 
convenience.  If  it  pleafes  God  to  reftore  me  to 
iny  health,  I  ilia  1-1  readily  make  a  third  journey; 
if  not,  we  muft  part,  as  all  human  creatures  have 
parted.  You  are  the  bell  and  kind  eft  friend  in 
d>e  world,  and  I  know  nobody  alive  or  dead  to 
whom  I  am  fo  much  obliged:  And  if  ever  you 
made  me  angry,  it  was  for  your  too  much  care 
about  me.  I  have  often  wifhed  that  God  Al- 
mighty would  be  fo  eafy  to  the  weaknefs  of  man- 
kind, as  to  let  old  friends  be  acquainted  in  ano- 
ther ftate  j  and  if  I  were  to  write  an  Utopia  for 
heaven,  that  would  be  one  of  my  fchcmes.  This 
wildnefs  you  mud  allow  for,  becaufe  I  am  giddy 
and  deaf. 

I  find  it  more  convenient  to  be  fick  here,  with- 
out the  vexation  of  making  my  friends  uneafy ; 
yet  my  giddinefs  alone  would  not  have  done,  if 
that  unfociable  comfortlcfs  deafnefs  had  net  quite 
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tired  me.  And  I  believe  I  mould  have  returned 
from  the  inn,  if  I  had  not  feared  it  was  only  a 
fliort  intermiilion,  and  the  year  was  late,  and  my 
licence  expiring.  Surely,  befidesall  other  faults, 
I  fhould  be  a  very  ill  judge,  to  doubt  your  friend- 
fliip  and  kindnefs.  But  it  hath  pleafed  God, 
that  you  are  not  in  a  ftate  of  health  to  be  mor- 
tified with  the  care  and  ficknefs  of  a  friend.  Two 
fick  friends  never  did  welLtogether ;  fuch  an  of- 
fice is  fitter  for  fervants  and  humble  companions, 
to  whom  it  is  wholly  indifferent  whether  we 
give  them  trouble  or  no.  The  cafe  would  be 
quite  otherwife  if  you  were  with  me  ;  you  could 
refufe  to  fee  any  body ;  and  here  is  a  large  houfe, 
where  we  need  not  hear  each  other  if  we  were 
both  fick.  I  have  a  race  of  orderly  elderly  peo- 
ple of  both  fexes  at  command,  who  are  of  no 
confequence,  and  have  gifts  proper  for  attending 
us;  who  can  bawl  when  1  am  deaf,  and  tread 
foftly  when  I  am  only  giddy  and  would  fleep. 

I  had  another  reaion  for  my  hafte  hither  j 
which  was  changing  my  agent,  the  old  one  ha- 
ving terribly  involved  my  little  affairs;  to  which 
however  I  am  grown  fo  indifferent,  that  I  be- 
lieve I  (hall  lofe  two  or  three  hundred  pounds 
rather  than  plague  myfelf  with  accounts;  fo  that 
I  am  very  well  qualified  to  be  a  lord,  and  put  in- 
to Peter  Walter's  hands. 

Pray  God  continue  and  increafe  Mr  Congreve's 
amendment  ;  though  he  does  not  deierve  it  like 
you,  having  been  too  lavifh  of  that  health  which 
nature  gave  him. 
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I  hope  my  Whitehall  landlord  is  nearer  to  a 
place  than  when  I  left  him  ;  as  the  preacher  faid, 
"  the  day  of  judgment  was  nearer  than  ever  it 
"  had  been  before." 

Pray  God  fend  you  health,  det  folntum,  det  o- 
pes  ;  animat*  aquam  tibi  ipfe  parabis.  You  fee  Ho- 
race wifhed  for  money  as  well  as  health  ;  and  I 
would  hold  a  crown  he  kept  a  coach  j  and  I  fhall 
never  be  a  friend  to  the  court  till  you  do  fo  too. 

LETTER      CCCCV. 

TROM   THE  PRINCE  OF  LILL1PUT. 


In  European  characters  and  Englifh  thus  : 
The  high  and  mighty  Prince  EGROEGO,    bom 

to  the  moft  puiffant  empire  of  the  Eail, 
Unto  STELLA,  the  moft  refplendent  glory  of 

the  Weflern  hemifphere,  fendeth   health  and 

happinefs. 

BRIGHTEST   PRINCES*,  J727' 

TH  AT  invincible  hero,  the  MAN-MOUN- 
TAIN, fortunately  arriving  at  our  coaft 
fome  years  ago,  delivered  us  from  ruin  by  con- 
quering the  fleets  and  armies  of  our  enemies, 
and  gave  us  hopes  of  a  durable  peace  and  hap- 
pinefs. But  now  the  martial  people  of  Blefufcu, 
encouraged  from  his  abfence,  have  renewed 
the  war,  to  revenge  upon  us  the  lofs  and  difgrace 
they  fuffered  by  our  valiant  champion. 

The 

*  Here  we  have  a  parcel  of  characters  formed  a*  ran- 
dom, by  way  of  tie  adoj-cls  ia  die  Lilliputian  tongue. 
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The  fame  of  your  fuper-excellent  perfon  and 
virtue,  and  the  huge  efts  em  which  that  great 
general  has  for  you,  urged  us  in  this  our  fecond 
diftrefs  to  fue  for  your  favour.  In  order  to  which 
we  have  fent  our  able  and  trufty  NARDAC  Ko- 
ORBNILOB,  requefting,  that  if  our  general  does 
yet  tread  upon  the  terreft  rial  globe,  you,  in  com- 
paffion  to  us,  would  prevail  upon  him  to  take 
another  voyage  for  our  deliverance. 

And  leail  any  apprehenfions  of  famine  amongft 
us  fhould  render  NARDAC  MOUNT  AIN  averfe  to 
the  undertaking,  we  fignify  to  you,  that  we  have 
ftored  our  folds,  our  coops,  our  granaries  and 
cellars,  with  plenty  of  provifion  for  a  long  fupply 
of  the  waftes  to  be  made  by  his  capacious  fto- 
mach. 

And  furthermore,  becaufe  as  we  hear  you  are 
not  fo  well  as  we  could  with,  we  beg  you  would 
complete  our  happinefs,  by  venturing  your  mod 
valuable  perfon  along  with  him  into  our  coun- 
try, where,  by  the  falubrity  of  our  finer  air  and 
diet,  you  will  foon  recover  your  health  and  ilo- 
mach. 

In  full  aflurance  of  your  complying  goodnefs, 
we  have  fent  you  fome  provifion  for  your  voyage, 
and  we  (hall  with  impatience  wait  for  your  fafe 
arrival  to  our  kingdom.  Moll  illuflrious  lady, 
farewell. 

Prince  E  G  R  O  EGO. 

•'Dated  the  irth  day  of  the  6th  Moon,  in  the  3 
2001  year  of  the  Lilliputian  sera.  5 
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LETTER      CCCCVI. 

EDWARD  EARL  OF  OXFORD  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,  Dover-ftrtett  OH.  12.  1727. 

I  WAS  very  much  concerned  to  hear  you  were 
fo  much  out  of  order  when  I  went  to  the 
North  j  and,  upon  my  return,  which  was  but 
ktely,  I  was  in  hopes  to  have  found  you  here, 
and  that  you  would  not  have  gone  to  your  deanry 
till  the  fpring.  I  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  that  you 
are  well,  and  have  got  rid  of  that  troublefome 
diftemper,  your  deafnefs. 

I  have  feen  Pope  but  once,  and  that  was  but 
for  a  few  minutes^  he  was  very  much  out  of  or- 
der, but  I  hope  it  only  proceeded  from  being  two 
days  in  town,  and  flaying  out  a  whole  opera. 
He  would  not  fee  the  coronation,  although  he 
might  have  feen  it  with  little  trouble. 

I  came  lall  night  well  home,  after  attending, 
and  paying  my  duty  in  my  rank  at  the  corona- 
tion. I  hope  there  will  not  be  another  till  I  can 
have  the  laudable  excufe  of  old  age  not  to  at- 
tend j  which  is  no  ill  wifli  to  their  prefent  Maje- 
fties,  fmce  Nottingham  at  fourfcore  could  bear 
the  fatigue  very  well.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with 
an  account  of  the  ceremony  ;  I  do  not  doubt  but 
you  will  hav^  a  full  and  true  account  from  much 
better  hands. 

I  have  been  put  in  hopes  that  we  (hall  fee  you 
again  early  in  the  fpring,  which  will  be  a  very 
irreat  pleafure  to  me. 

There 
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There  is  a  gentleman  that  is  now  upon  putting 
out  a  ne\v  edition  of  the  Oxford  Marmora : 
I  fhould  take  it  for  a  great  favour  if  you  would  be 
fo  kind  to  lend  me  your  copy  of  that  book.  I 
think  there  are  fome  corrections  :  If  you  think  fit 
to  do  this,  Mr  Clayton,  who  is  in  Ireland,  will 
take  care  to  bring  it  fafe  to  me,  and  I  will  with 
great  care  return  it  to  you  again. 

I  muft  not  conclude  this  without  making  my 
•wife's  compliments  to  you.  I  am  with  true 
refpecT;,  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD. 

You  forgot  to  fend  me  the  ballad. 
Mr  Clayton  will  call  upon  you  before  he  comes 
to  England  j  I  have  written  him  to  that  purpofe. 


LETTER      CCCCVII. 

MR  GAY   TO  DR  SWIFT. 

0/7.  22.  1727. 

THE  Queen's  family  is  at  laft  fettled  ;  and  in 
the  lift  I  was  appointed  gentleman-ufher 
to  the  Princefs  Louifa,   the  youngeft  princefs  ; 
which,   upon  account  that  I  am  fo  far  advanced 
in  life,  I  have  declined  accepting ;  and  have  en- 
deavoured, in  the  beft  manner  I  could,  to  make 
my  excufes  by  a  letter  to  her  Majerty.     So  now- 
all  my  expectations  are  vanifhed  ;  and  I  have  no 
profped,   but  depending  wholly  upon  myfelf, 
H2  and 
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and  my  own  conduct.  As  I  am  ufed  to  difap- 
pointments,  I  can  bear  them  ;  but  as  I  ean  have 
no  more  hopes,  I  can  no  more  be  difappoint- 

ed  ;  fo  that  1  am  in  a  blefied  condition. You 

remember  you  were  advifing  me  to  go  into  New- 
gate to  finifh  my  fcenes  the  more  corredly I 

now  think  I  (hall,  for  I  have  no  attendance  to 
hinder  me  ;  but  my  opera  is  already  finifhed.  I 
leave  the  reft  of  this  paper  to  Mr  Pope. 

Gay  is  a  free  man,  and  I  writ  him  a  long 
congratulatory  letter  upon  it.  Do  you  the  fame, 
It  will  mend  him  and  make  him  a  better  man 
than  a  court  could  do.  Horace  might  keep  his 
coach  in  Auguftus's  time  if  he  pleafed  ;  but  I 
won't  in  the  time  of  our  Auguftus.  My  poem, 
(which  it  grieves  me  that  I  dare  not  fend  you  a 
copy  of  for  fear  of  the  Curls  and  Dennis's  of 
Ireland,  and  ftill  more  for  fear  of  the  worft  of 
traitors,  our  friends  and  admirers),  my  poem,  I 
fay,  will  (hew  what  a  diftinguifhing  age  we  live 
in.  Your  name  is  in  it,  with  fome  others,  un- 
der the  mark  of  fuch  ignominy  as  you  will  not 
much  grieve  to  wear  in  that  company.  Adieu  ; 
and  God  blefs  you,  and  give  you  health  and 
fpirits, 

Whether  thou  chufe  Cervantes'  ferious  air, 
Or  laugh  and  (hake  in  Rab'lais'  eafy-chair, 
Or  in  the  graver  gown  inftruft  mankind, 
Or,  filent,  let  thy  morals  tell  thy  mind. 

Thefe  two  verfes  are  over  and  above  what  I 
'have  faid  of  you  in  the  poem.  Adieu. 

L  E  T  T'E  R 
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FROM   DR  SWIFT. 

Q51.  30.  1727. 

TH  E  firft  letter  I  writ  after  my  landing  was 
to  Mr  Gay ;  but  it  would  have  been  wifer 
to  direct  it  to  Tonfon  or  Lintot,  to  whom  I  be- 
lieve his  lodgings  are  better  known  than  the 
runners  of  the  pod-office.  In  that  letter  you 
will  find  what  a  quick  change  I  made  in  feven 
days  from  London  to  the  deanry,  through  many 
nations  and  languages  unknown  to  the  civilized 
world.  And  I  have  often  reflected,  in  how  few 
hours,  with  a  fwift  horfe,  or  a  ftrong  gale,  a 
man  may  come  among  a  people  as  unknown  to 
him  as  the  antipodes.  If  I  did  not  know  you 
more  by  your  converfation  and  kindnefs  than 
by  your  letter,  I  might  be  bafe  enough  to  fu- 
fpeft,  that,  in  point  of  friendfhip,  you  a&ed  like 
fome  philofophers,  who  wrote  much  better  upon 
virtue  than  they  pra£lifed  it.  In  anfwer,  I  can 
only  fwear,  that  you  have  taught  me  to  dream, 
which  I  had  not  clone  in  twelve  years,  further  than 
by  inexpreffible  nonfenfe ;  but  now  I  can  every 
night  diftin£lly  fee  Twickenham  and  the  grotto, 
and  Dawley,  and  many  other  et  cetera1*  ;  and  it 
is  but  three  nights  fince  I  beat  Mrs  Pope.  I  muft 
needs  confefs,  that  the  pleafure  I  take  in  think- 
ing on  you  is  very  much  leflened  by  the  pain  I 
aiji  in  about  your  health.  You  pay  dearly  for 
H  3  the 
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the  great  talents  God  hath  given  you,  and  for 
the  confequences  of  them,  in  the  efteem  and 
diflincHon  you  receive  from  mankind,  unlefs 
you  can  provide  a  tolerable  ftock  of  health  •,  in 
which  purfuit  I  cannot  much  commend  your 
conduct,  but  rather  intreat  you  would  mend  it, 
by  following  the  advice  of  my  Lord  Bolingbroke 
and  your  other  phyficians.  When  you  talked 
of  cups  and  impreflions,  it  came  into  my  head  to 
imitate  you  in  quoting  fcripture,  not  to  your  ad- 
vantage. I  mean  what  was  faid  to  David  by  one 
of  his  brothers.  /  knew  thy  pride ,  and  the  naitgh- 
tinefs  of  thy  heart.  I  remember  when  it  grieved 
your  foul  to  fee  me  pay  a  penny  more  than  my 
club  at  an  inn,  when  you  had  maintained  me 
three  months  at  bed  and  board  •,  for  which,  if  I 
had  dealt  with  you  in  the  Smithfield  way,  it 
would  have  cod  me  a  hundred  pounds  i  for  I 
live  worfe  here  upon  more.  Did  you  ever  con- 
ficier,  that  I  am  for  life  almoft  twice  as  rich  as 
you,  and  pay  no  rent,  and  drink  French  wine 
twice  as  cheap  as  you  do  port,  and  have  neither 
coach,  chair,  nor  mother  ?  As  to  the  world,  I 
think  you  ought  to  fay  to  it  with  St  Paul,  If  ive 
have  fonun  unto  you  fpiritual  things,  is  it  a  great 
thing  if  "wefenll  reap  your  carnal  things  ?  This  is 
more  proper  ftill,  if  you  confider  the  French 
word  fpiritual,  in  which  fenfe  the  world  ought 
to  pay  you  better  than  they  do.  If  you  made 
me  a  prefent  of  a  thoufand  pound,  I  would  not 
allow  myfelf  to  be  in  your  debt ;  and  if  I  made 
you  a  prefent  of  two,  I  would  not  allow  myfelf 

to 
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to  be  out  of  it.  But  I  have  not  half  your  pride  : 
Witnefs  what  Mr  Gay  fays  in  his  letter,  that  I 
was  cenfured  for  begging  prefents,  though  I  li- 
mited them  to  ten  {hillings.  I  fee  no  reafon 
(at  leaft  my  fri'endfhip  and  vanity  fee  none)  why 
you  fhould  not  give  me  a  vifit,  when  you  fhall 
happen  to  be  difengaged.  I  will  fend  a  perfon 
to  Chefter  to  take  care  of  you,  and  you  mall  be 
ufed  by  the  beft  folks  we  have  here,  as  well  as 
civility  and  good  nature  can  contrive.  I  believe 
local  motion  will  be  no  ill  phyfic ;  and  I  will 
have  your  coming  infcribed  on  my  tomb,  and  re- 
corded in.  never-dying  verfe. 

I  thank  Mrs  Pope  for  her  prayers,  but  I  know 
the  myftery.  A  perfon  of  my  acquaintance,  who 
ufed  to  correfpond  with  the  laft  Great  Duke  of 
Tufcany,  (hewing  one  of  the  Duke's  letters  to  a 
friend,  and  profefling  great  fenfe  of  his  High- 
nefs's  friendship,  read  this  paflage  out  of  the  let- 
ters, /  would  give  one  of  my  fingers  to  procure  you 
real  good.  The  perfon  to-  whom  this  was  read, 
and  who  knew  the  Duke  well,  faid,  the  mean- 
^ng  of  real  good  was  only,  that  the  other  might 
turn  a  good  Catholic.  Pray  a(k  Mrs  Pope  whe- 
ther the  ftory  is  applicable  to  her  and  me  ?  I 
pray  God  blefs  her,  for  I  am  fure  me  is  a  good 
Chriftian,  and  (which  is  almoft  as  rare)  a  good 
•woman.  Adieu. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      CCCCIX. 

DR    SWIFT   TO   MR     GAY. 

Dublin,  Nov.  23.  1727. 

I  ENTIRELY  approve  your  refufal  of  that  em- 
ployment, and  your  writing  to  the  Queen. 
I  am  perfectly  confident  you  have  a  keen  enemy 
in  the  miniftry.  God  forgive  him,  but  not  till 
he  puts  himfelf  in  a  flate  to  be  forgiven.  Upon 
reafoning  with  myfelf,  I  (hould  hope  they  are 
gcfne  too  far  to  difcard  you  quite,  and  that  they 
will  give  you  fomething ;  which,  although  much 
lefs  than  they  ought,  will  be  (as  far  as  it  is  worth) 
better  circumftantiated  ;  and  fince  you  already 
jufl  live,  a  middling  help  will  make  you  juft  to- 
lerable. Your  latenefs  in  life  (as  you  fo  loon 
call  it)  might  be  improper  to  begin  the  world 
with  ;  but  almoft  the  eldeft  men  may  hope  to 
fee  changes  in  a  court.  A  minifler  is  always  fe- 
venty :  you  are  thirty  years  younger ;  and  con- 
fider,  Cromwel  himfelf  did  not  begin  to  appear 
till  he  was  older  than  you.  I  beg  you  will  be 
thrifty,  and  learn  to  value  a  {hilling,  which  Dr 
Birch  faid  was  a  ferious  thing.  Get  a  ftronger 
fence  about  your  loool.  and  throw  the  inner 
fence  into  the  heap,  and  be  advifed  by  your 
Twickenham  landlord  and  me  about  an  annuity. 
You  are  the  mod  refractory,  honed,  good-natu- 
red man  I  ever  have  known.  I  could  argue  out 

this  paper. 1  am  very  glad  your  opera  is  fi- 

nifhed, 
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niihed,  and  hope  your  friends  will  join  the  rea- 
dier to  make  it  fucceed,  becaufe  you  are  ill  ufed 
by  others- 

I  have  known  courts  thefe  thirty-fix  years, 
and  know  they  differ  j  but  in  fome  things  they 
are  extremely  conflant.  Firft,  in  the  trite  old' 
maxim  of  a  minifter's  never  forgiving  thofe  he 
hath  injured.  Secondly,  in  the  infmcerity  of 
thofe  who  would  be  thought  the  bert  friends. 
Thirdly,  in  the  love  of  fawning,  cringing,  and 
tale-bearing.  Fourthly^  in  facrificing  thofe  whom 
we  really  wifh  well,  to  a  point  of  intereil  or  in- 
trigue. Fifthly,  in  keeping  every  thing  worth 
taking,  for  thofe  who  can  do  fervice  or  difler- 
vice. 

Now,  why  does  not  Pope  publifh  his  Dul- 
nefs  *  ?  The  rogues  he  marks  will  die  of  them- 
felves  in  peace,  and  fo  will  his  friends  ;  and  fa 
there  will  be  neither  punimment  nor  reward. — 
Pray  inquire  how  my  Lord  St  John  does.  There's 
no  man's  health  in  England  I  am  more  concern- 
ed about  than  his. 1  wonder  whether  you  be- 
gin to  tafte  the  pleafure  of  independency,  or 
whether  you  do  not  fometimes  leer  upon  tho 
court  ocuh  reisriv.  Will  not  you  think  of  an 
annuity  when  you  are  two  years  older,  and  have 
doubled  your  purchafe-money  ?  Have  you  dedi- 
cated your  opera,  and  got  the  ufual  dedication- 
fee  of  twenty  guineas  ?  How  is  the  Doclor  ? 
Does  he  not  chide  that  you  aever  called  upon 
him  for  hints  ?  Is  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  at  the 

moment 
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moment  I  ann  writing,  a  planter,  a  philofopher, 
or  a  writer  ?  Is  Mr  Pulteney  in  expectation  of 
a  fon,  or  my  Lord  Oxford  of  a  new  old  manu- 
fcript  ? 

I  bought  your  opera  to-day  for  fixpence  ;  a 
curfed  print.  I  find  there  is  neither  dedication 
nor  preface,  both  which  wants  I  approve  ;  it  is 
i«  the  grand  gout, 

We  are  as  full  of  it,  pro  modulo  rtoftro,  as  Lon- 
don can  be ;  continually  a&ing,  and  houfes 
cramm'd,  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  fcveral  times 
there  laughing  his  heart  out.  I  did  not  under- 
ftand,  that  the  fcene  of  Locket  and  Peachum's 
quarrel  was  an  imitation  of  one  between  Brutus 
and  Caffius,  till  I  was  told  it.  I  wiili  Macheath, 
when  he  was  going  to  be  hanged,  had  imitated 
Alexander  the  Great  when  he  was  dying.  I  would 
have  had  his  fellow-rogues  defire  his  commands 
about  a  fucceflbr,  and  he  to  anfwer,  Let  it  be 
the  moft  worthy,  £sV.  We  hear  a  million  of 
ftories  about  the  opera,  of  the  applaufe  at  the 
fong,  That  was  leveWd  at  me,  when  two  great 
minifters  were  in  a  box  together,  and  all  the 
world  flaring  at  them.  I  am  heartily  glad  your 
opera  hath  mended  your  purfe,  though  perhaps 
it  may  fpoil  your  court. 

Will  you  defire  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  Mr 
Pulteney,  and  Mr  Pope,  to  command  you  to  buy 
an  annuity  with  two  thoufand  pounds,  that  you 
may  laugh  at  courts  and  bad  minifters 

Ever  preferve  fome  fpice  of  the  alderman, 
and  prepare  againft  age,  and  dulnefs,  and  fick- 

nefs, 
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nefs,  and  coldnefs,  or  death  of  friends.  A  whore 
has  a  refource  left,  that  ihe  can  turn  bawd;  but 
an  old  decayed  poet  is  a  creature  abandoned, 
and  at  mercy,  when  he  can  find  none.  Get  me 
likewife  Polly's  mezzotinto.  Lord,  how  the 
fchool-boys  at  "Weftminfter,  and  univedity-lads 
adore  you  at  this  juncture  !  Have  you  made  as 
many  men  laugh  as  minifters  can  make  weep  ? 

I  will  excufe  Sir the  trouble  of  a  letter. 

When  ambafladors  came  from  Troy  to  condole 
with  Tiberius  upon  the  death  of  his  nephew, 
after  two  years,  the  Emperor  anfwered,  That 
he  likewife  condoled  with  them  for  the  untime- 
ly death  of  Hector.  I  always  loved  and  refpect- 
ed  him  very  much,  and  do  ftill  as  much  as  ever; 
and  it  is  a  return  fufficient,  if  he  pleafes  to  ac- 
cept the  offers  of  my  moft  humble  fervice. 

The  Beggar's  Opera  hath  knocked  down  Gul- 
liver; I  hope  to  fee  Pope's  Dulnefs  knock  down 
the  Beggar's  Opera,  but  not  till  it  hath  fully 
done  its  job. 

To  expofe  vice,  and  make  people  laugh  with 
innocence,  does  more  public  fervice  than  all  the 
minifters  of  ftate  from  Adam  to  Walpole;  and 
fo  adieu. 

LETTER      CCCCX. 

LORD   BOLINGBROKE   TO   DR   SWIFT. 

POPE  charges  himfelf  with  this  letter.     He 
ha$  been  here  two  days  ;  he  is  now  hur- 
rying 
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rying  to  London  ;  he  will  hurry  back  to  Twick- 
enham in  two  days  more  ;  and,  before  the  end 
of  the  week,  he  will  be,  for  aught  I  know,  at 
Dublin.  In  the  mean  time,  his  Dulnefs  *  grows 
and  flourifhes,  as  if  he  was  there  already.  It 
will  indeed  be  a  noble  work.  The  many  will 
ilare  at  it,  the  few  will  fmile,  and  all  his  pa- 
trons, from  Bkkerftaff  to  Gulliver,  will  rejoice 
to  fee  themfelves  adorned  in  thafimmortal  piece. 
I  hear  that  you  have  had  fome  return  of  your 
illnefs,  which  carried  you  fo  fuddenly  from  us, 
if  indeed  it  was  your  own  illnefs  which  made 
you  in  fuch  hafte  to  be  at  Dublin.  Dear  Swift, 
take  care  of  your  health.  I'll  give  you  a  receipt 
for  it,  a  la  Montagne,  or,  which  is  better,  a  la 
Bruyere.  "  Nourifler  bien  voir  corpfe  ;  ne  le 
"  fatiguer  jamais  :  laifler  rouiller  1'efprit,  meuble 
"  inutil,  votre  outil  dangereux  :  laifler  fonner 
"  vos  cloches  le  matin,  pour  eveiller  les  cha- 
'*  noines,  et  pour  faire  dormir  le  Doyen  d'un 
*'  fommeil  doux  et  profond,  qui  lui  procure  de 
"  beaux  fonges  :  Clever  vous  tard,  et  aller  a  1'eg- 
(t  life,  pour  vous  faire  payer  d'avoir  bien  dormi 
"  et  bien  dejunne."  As  to  myfelf,  (a  perfon  a- 
bout  whom  I  concern  myfelf  very  little),  I  muft 
fay  a  word  or  two  out  of  complaifance  to  you. 
I  am  in  ray  farm,  and  here  I  fhoot  ftrong  and 
tenacious  roots.  I  have  caught  hold  of  the  eaith 
(to  ufe  a  gardener's  phrafe),  and  neither  my  e- 
nemies  nor  my  friends  will  find  it  an  eafy  mat- 
ter to  tranfplant  me  again.  Adieu.  Let  me 

hear 
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hear  from  you,  at  leaft  of  you.  I  love  you  for 
a  thoufand  things  ;  for  none  more  than  for  the 
juft  efleem  and  love  which  you  have  for  all  the 
fons  of  Adam. 

P.  S.  According  lo  Lord  Bolingbroke's  ac- 
count, I  (hall  be  at  Dublin  in  three  days.  I  can- 
not help  adding  a  word,  to  defire  you  to  expe£l 
my  foul  there  with  you  by  that  time  j  but  as 
for  the  jade  of  a  body  that  is  tacked  to  it,  I  fear 
there  will  be  no  dragging  it  after.  I  affure  you 
I  have  few  friends  here  to  detain  me,  and  no 
powerful  one  at  court  abfolutely  to  forbid  my 
journey.  I  am  told  the  gynocracy  are  of  opinion, 
that  they  want  no  better  writers  than  Cibber, 
and  the  Britifh  Journalift  ;  fo  that  we  may  live 
at  quiet,  and  apply  ourfelves  to  our  more  ab- 
flrufe  lludies.  The  only  courtiers  I  know,  or 
have  the  honour  to  call  my  friends,  are  John 
Gay  and  Mr  Bowry.  The  former  is  at  prefent 
fo  employed  in  the  elevated  airs  of  his  opera, 
and  the  latter  in  the  exaltation  of  his  high  dig- 
nity, (that  of  her  Majefty's  waterman),  that  I 
can  fcaice  obtain  a  categorical  anfwer  from  ei- 
ther to  any  thing  I  fay  to  them.  But  the  opera 
fucceeds  extremely,  to  your's  and  my  extreme 
fatisfaction,  of  which  he  promifes  this  pod  to 
give  you  a  full  account.  I  have  been  in  a  worfe 
condition  of  health  than  ever,  and  think  my  im- 
mortality is  very  near  out  of  my  enjoyment :  So 
it  muft  be  in  you,  and  in  pofterity,  to  make  me 
what  amends  you  can  for  dying  young.  Adieu, 

VOL.  XVI.  I  While 
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iile  I  am,  I  am  your's.     Pray  love  me,  and 

=•   rarA    r»f*  trriiirfplf 


take  care  of  yourfelf 


LETTER      CCCCXI. 

DR  ARBUTHNOTT   TO   DR  SWIFT. 

London,  Nov.  30.  1727. 

I  HAVE  heard,  dear  Sir,  with  great  pleafure, 
of  your  fafe  arrival ;  and,  which  is  more,  of 
the  recovery  of  your  health.  I  think  it  will  be 
the  beft  expedient  for  me  to  take  a  journey. 
You  will  know  who  the  inclofed  comes  from  ; 
and,  I  hope,  will  value  mine  for  what  it  contains. 
I  think  every  one  of  your  friends  have  heard 
from  you,  except  myfelf.  Either  you  have  not 
done  me  juftice,  or  they  have  not  done  you  ; 
for  I  have  not  heard  from  them  of  my  name  be- 
ing mentioned  in  any  of  your  letters.  If  my  cu- 
riofity  wanted  only  to  be  gratified,  I  don't  ftand 
in  need  of  a  letter  from  yourfelf,  to  inform  me 
•what  you  are  doing  ;  for  there  are  people  about 
court,  who  can  tell  me  every  thing  that  you  do  or 
fay  i  fo  that  you  had  beft  take  care  of  your  con- 
duct. You  fee  of  what  importance  you  are. 
However,  all  quarrels  afule,  I  muft  aik  you,  if 
you  have  any  intereft  ?  Or  do  you  think  that 
I  could  have,  or  procure  any  with  my  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, to  advance  a  relation  of  mine,  one 
Capt.  Innes,  I  think  in  Colonel  Wilfon's  regi- 
ment, and  now  in  Limerick  ?  He  is  an  exceeding 

worthy 
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worthy  man,  but  has  ftuck  long  in  a  low  poll 
for  want  of  friends.  Pray  tell  me  which  way  I 
{hall  proceed  in  this  matter. 

I  was  yefterday  with  all  your  friends  at  St 
James's.  There  is  certainly  a  fatality  upon  poor 
Gay.  As  for  hopes  of  preferment  there  by  fa- 
vour, he  has  laid  it  afide.  He  has  made  a  pretty 
good  bargain  (that  is,  a  Smithfield  one)  for  a  little 
place  in  the  cuftom-houfe,  which  was  to  bring 
him  in  about  a  hundred  a-year.  It  was  done  as  a 
favour  to  an  old  man,  and  not  at  all  to  Gay. 
When  every  thing  was  concluded,  the  man  re- 
pented, and  faid,  he  would  not  part  with  his 
place.  I  have  begged  Gay  not  to  buy  an  annuity 
upon  my  life  ;  I  am  fure  I  m,ould  not  live  a  week. 
I  long  to  hear  of  the  fafe  arrival  of  Dr  Delany. 
Pray,  give  my  humble  fervice  to  him. 

As  for  news,  it  was  wrote  from  Spain  to  me, 
from  my  brother  in  France,  that  the  preliminaries 
were  ratified,  and  yet  the  miniftry  know  nothing 
of  it.  Nay,  fome  told  me,  that  the  anfvver  was 
rather  furly.  Lord  Townfliend  is  very  ill ;  but 
I  think,  by  the  defcription  of  his  cafe,  it  is  not 
mortal.  I  was  with  our  friend  at  the  back-flairs 
yeiterday,  and  had  the  honour  to  be  called  in, 
and  prettily  chid  for  leaving  off,  &c.  The  firft 
part  of  the  difcourfe  was  about  you,  Mr  Pope, 
Curl,  and  myfelf.  My  family  are  well :  they, 
and  my  brother  in  France,  and  one  that  is  here,' 
all  give  their  fervice  to  you.  If  you  had  been  fo 
lucky  as  to  have  gone  to  Paris  lad  fummer,  you1 
would  have  had  health,  honour,  and  diversion  it> 
I  2  abundance ; 
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abundance ;  for  I  will  promife,  you  would  hare 
recovered  of  the  fpleen.  1  fhall  add  no  more,  but 
my  kindeft  wifhes,  and  that  I  am  with  the  great- 
eft  aire&ion  and  refpeft,  your's,  £sV. 


LETTER      CCCCXII. 

DR  SWIFT  TO  MRS  MOORE. 

DEAR  MADAM,    Deanry-houfe,  Dec,  7.  1727.. 

THouGH  I  fee  you  feldomer  than  is  agrec- 
abU,  to  my  inclinations,  yet  you  have  no 
friend  in  the  world  that  is  more  concerned  for 
any  thing  that  can  afTecl:  your  mind,  your  health, 
or  your  fortune.  I  have  always  had  the  higheft 
efteem  for  your  virtue,  the  greateft  value  for 
your  converfation,  and  the  trueft  afFedlion  for 
your  perfon;  and  therefore  cannot  but  heartily 
condole  with  you  for  the  lofs  of  fo  amiable,  and 
(what  is  more)  fo  favourite  a  child.  Thefe.are 
the  neceffary  confequences  of  too  ftrong  attach- 
ments, by  which  we  are  grieving  ourfelves  with 
the  death  of  thofe  we  love  ;  as  we  mull  one  day 
grieve  thofe  who  love. us,  with  the  death  of  our- 
felves. For  life  is  a  tragedy,  wherein  we  fit  as 
fpe£tators  a  while,  and  then  aft  our  own  part  in 
it.  Self-love,  as  it  is  the  motive,  to  all  our  actions, 
£o  it  is  the  fole  caufe  of  our  grief.  The  dear  per- 
fon  you  lament,  is  by  no  means  an  object  of  pity, 
either  in  a  moral  or  religious  fenfe.  Philofophy 
always  taught  men  to  defpife  life,  as  a  mod  con. 

temptiblc 
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temptible  thing  in  itfelf ;  and  religion  regards  it 
only  as  a  preparation  for  a  better ;  which  you  are 
taught  to  be  certain  that  fo  innocent  a  perfon  is 
now  in  pofieffion  of :  fo  that  (he  is  an  immenfe 
gainer,  and  you  and  her  friends  the  only  lofers* 
Now,  under  misfortunes  of  this  kind,  I  know  no 
confolation  more  effectual  to  a  reafonable  perfon, 
than  to  reflect  rather  upon  what  is  left,  tharr 
what  is  loft.  She  was  neither  an  only  child,  nor 
an  only  daughter.  You  have  three  children  left; 
one  of  them  of  an  age  to  be  ufeful  to  his  family  % 
and  the  two  others  as  promifing  as  can  be  expected 
from  their  age  :  So  that,  according  to  the  general 
difpenfations  of  God  Almighty,  you  have  fmall 
reafon  to  repine  upon  that  article  of  life.  And 
religion  will  tell  you,  that  the  true  way  to  pre- 
ferve  them  is,  not  to  fix  any  of  them  too  deep  ire 
your  heart :  which  is  a  weaknefs  that  God  fel- 
dom  leaves  long  unpunifhed ;  common  obferva- 
tion  (hewing  us,  that  fuch-  favourite  children  are 
either  fpoiled  by  their  parents  indulgence,  or  foorr 
taken  out  of  the  world ;  which  lail  is,  generally 
fpeaking,  the  lighter  punifhment  of  the  two. 

God,  in  his  wifdom,  hath  been  pleafed  to  load 
our  declining  years  with  many  fufferings  j  with 
difeafes,  and  decays  of  nature,  with  the  death  of 
many  friends,  and  the  ingratitude  of  'more  ; 
fometimes  with  the  lofs  or  diminution  of  our 
fortunes,  when  our  infirmities  moil  need  them  ;. 
often  with  contempt  from  the  world,  and  ahvayt 
with  neglect  from  it ;  with  the  death  of  QUIT  mo.fi: 
I  3  hopeful 

*  Clxarks  D*veuifl»,  E%; 
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hopeful  or  mod  ufeful  children  ;  with  a  want  of 
relifh  for  all  worldly  enjoyments  ;  with  a  general 
di^Jikeof  perfons  and  things  :  and  though  ail  thefe 
are  very  natural  effe&s  of  increafing  years,  yet 
they  were  intended  by  the  Author  of  our  being 
to  wean  us  gradually  from  our  fondnefs  of  life, 
the  nearer  we  approach  towards  the  end  of  it. 
And  this  is  the  ufe  you  are  to  make,  in  prudence 
as  well  as  in  conscience,  of  all  the  afflictions  you 
have  hitherto  undergone,  as  well  as  of  thofe 
which,  in  the  courfe  of  nature  and  providence, 
you  have  reafon  to  expect.  May  God,  who  hath 
endued  you  with  fo  many  virtues,  add  ftrength 
of  mind,  and  reliance  upon  his  mercy,  in  propor- 
tion to  your  prefent  fuffe  rings,  as  well  as  thofe 
he  may  think  lit  to  try  you  with,  through  the 
remainder  of  your  life. 

I  fear  my  prefent  ill  difpofition,  both  of  health 
and  mind  *,  has  made  me  but  a  forry  comforter : 
however,  it  will  {hew,  that  no  circnmflance  of 
life  can  put  you  out  of  my  mind  ;  and  that  I  am 
with  the  trueft  refpecl,  efteem,  and  friendship, 
Dear  MADAM, 

Tour  moft  obedient, 
and  moft  humble  fervant, 

J.    SWIFT. 

LETTER 


•  It  was  •vrritten  little  more  than  a  month  before  Mrs 
Johnfon's  death,  an  event  which  was  then  almoft  daily 
expetted.  Kewluf. 
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MONSIEUR  VOLTAIRE  TO   DR  SWIFT. 

In  London,  at  the   White  Peruke, 
SIR,  Covent-Gardent  l^th  Dec.  1727. 

YOU  will  be  furprifed  in  receiving  an  En- 
glifh  *  eflay  from  a  French  traveller. 
Pray  forgive  an  admirer  of  you,  who  owes  to 
your  writings  the  love  he  bears  to  your  language, 
which  has  betrayed  him  into  the  rafh  attempt  of 
writing  in  Englifh. 

You  will  fee  by  the  advert ifement,  that  I  have 
fome  defigns  upon  you,  and  that  I  muft  mention 
you  for  the  honour  of  your  country,  and  for  the 
improvement  of  mine.  Do  not  forbid  me  to 
grace  my  relation  with  your  name.  Let  me  in- 
dulge the  fatisfaftion  of  talking  of  you,  as  pofle- 
rity  will  do. 

In  the  mean  time,  can  I  make  bold  to  intreat 
you  to  make  fome  ufe  of  your  intereft  in  Ireland, 
about  fome  fubfcriptions  for  the  Henriade ; 
which  is  almoft  ready,  and  does  not  come  out 

yet 

*  An  Eflay  on  the  Civil  Wars  of  France,  which  he 
made  the  foundation  of  his  Henriade,  an  heroic  poem, 
fince  well  known.  He  had  been  imprifoned  in  the  Baftile 
in  Paris;  but  being  releafed  about  the  year  1725,  he  came 
to  England,  and  folicitcd  fubfcriptions  for  his  poem.  In 
about  a  year  and  an  half,  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  our 
language;  and,  in  1727,  vhen  this  letter  was  written,  he 
published  the  eflay  here  mentioned,  with  an  eflay  on  the 
epic  poetry  of  the  European  nations/  from  Homer  to  Mil- 
ton. 
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yet  for  want  of  a  little  help  ?  The  fubfcriptions 
will  be  but  one  guinea  in  hand.  I  am,  with  the 
htgheft  efteem,  and  the  utmoft  gratitude,  Sir, 
your  moft  humble  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

VOLTAIRE. 


LETTER      CCCCXIV. 

MONSIEUR  VOLTAIRE  TO   DR  SWIFT,  AFTER 
THE   PUBLICATION   OF   THE  HENRIADE. 


I  SENT  the  other  day  a  cargo  of  French  dul- 
nefs  to  my  Lord  Lieutenant.  My  Lady  Bo- 
lingbroke  has  taken  upon  herfelf  to  fend  you 
one  copy  of  the  Henriade.  She  is  defirous  to  do 
that  honour  to  my  book  ;  and  I  hope  the  merit 
of  being  prefented  to  you  by  her  hands  will  be  a 
commendation  to  it.  However,  if  (he  has  not 
done  it  already,  I  defire  you  to  take  one  of  the 
cargo,  which  is  now  at  my  Lord  Lieutenant's. 
I  wifti  you  a  good  hearing;  if  you  have  got  it, 
you  want  nothing.  I  have  not  feen  Mr  Pope 
this  winter ;  but  I  have  feen  the  third  volume  of 
the  Mifctllanea  ;  and  the  more  I  read  your  works, 
the  more  I  am  afhamed  of  mine.  I  am,  with  re- 
fpecl,  efteem,  and  gratitude,  Sir,  your  moft 
humble  obedient  fervant, 

VOLTAIRE. 

LETTER 
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TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  LORD  CARTERET 
LORD   LIEUTENANT  OF  IRELAND. 

MY  LORD,  Jan.  18.  1727-8. 

I  "WAS  informed,  that  your  Excellency  having 
referred  to  the  univerfity  here,  fome  regula- 
tion of  his  Majefty's  benefaction  for  profeflbrs  i 
they  have,  in  their  anfwer,  infinuated  as  if  they 
thought  it  bed  that  the  profeflbrfhips  mould  be 
limited  to  their  fellows,  and  to  be  held  only  as 
they  continue  to  be  fo.  I  need  not  inform  your 
Excellency,  how  contrary  fuch  a  praftice  is  to 
that  of  all  the  univerfities  in  Europe.  Your  Ex- 
cellency well  knows  how  many  learned  men  of 
the  two  laft  ages  have  been  invited  by  princes 
to  be  profeflbrs  in  fome  art  or  fcience,  fdr  which 
they  were  renowned  •,  and  that  the  like  rule  hath 
been  followed  in  Oxford  and  Cambridge.  I  hope 
your  Excellency  will  fhew  no  regard  to  fo  narrow 
and  partial  an  opinion,  which  can  only  tend  to 
mend  fellowmips,  and  fpoil  profeflbrfhips ;  al- 
though I  mould  be  forry  that  any  fellow  fhould 
be  thought  incapable  on  that  account,  when  o- 
therwife  qualified.  And  I  mould  be  glad  that 
any  perfon,  whofe  education  hath  been  in  this  u- 
nive.rfity,  mould  be  preferred  before  another  up- 
on equal  defervings.  But  that  muft  be  left  to 
thofe  who  mall  be  your  Excellency's  fucceflbrs, 
who  may  not  always  be  great  ckrks  :  And  I  wifH 

you 
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you  could,  in  fome  mej/ure,  provide  againft  ha- 
ving this  benefaction  made  a  perquifite  of  hu- 
mour or  favour.  Whoever  is  preferred  to  a  bi- 
fhoprick,  or  to  fuch  a  preferment  as  fhall  hinder 
him  from  refiding  within  a  certain  diftance  of 
this  town,  (hould  be  obliged  to  refign  his  profef- 
forfhip. 

As  long  as  you  are  governor  here,  I  fhall  al- 
ways expect  the  liberty  of  telling  you  my  thoughts ', 
and  I  hope  you  willconfider  them  until  you  find 
I  grow  impertinent,  or  have  fome  bias  of  my  own. 

If  I  had  not  been  confined  to  my  chamber  by 
the  continuance  of  an  unconverfable  diforder,  I 
•would  have  exchanged  your  trouble  of  reading 
for  that  of  hearing.  I  am,  £sV. 

I  defire  to  prefent  my  mod  humble  refpects  to 
my  Lady  Carteret. 

Your  friend  Walpole  hath  lately  done  one  of 
the  cruelleft  actions  that  ever  I  knew,  even  in  a 
minifter  of  ftate,  thefe  thirty  years  paft  ;  which, 
if  the  Queen  hath  not  intelligence  of,  may  my 
right  hand  forget  its  cunning. 


LETTER      CCCCXVI. 

FROM   DR  SWIFT. 

Dublin y  Feb.  13.  1728. 

I  LIVED  very  eafily  in  the  country.     Sir  A.  is 
a  man  of  fenfe,  and  a  fcholar,  has  a  gool 
voice,  and  my  Lady  a  better  j  fhe  is  perfectly  well 

bred, 
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bred,  and  defirous  to  improve  her  underftanding, 
which  is  very  good,  but  cultivated  too  much  like 
a  fine  lady.  She  was  my  pupil  there,  and  fe- 
verely  chid  when  (he  read  wrong.  With  that, 
and  walking,  and  making  twenty  little  amufing  im- 
provements, and  writing  family-verfes  of  mirth 
by  way  of  libels  on  my  Lady,  my  time  palTed 
very  well,  and  in  very  great  order  •,  infinitely  bet- 
ter than  here,  where  I  fee  no  creature  but  my 
fervants,  and  my  old  Prefbyterian  houfe-keeper, 
denying  myfelf  to  every  body,  till  I  mall  recover 
my  ears. 

The  account  of  another  Lord  Lieutenant  was 
only  in  a  common  news-paper  when  I  was  in  the 
country;  and  if  it  mould  have  happened  to  be 
true,  I  would  have  defired  to  have  had  accefs  to 
him,  as  the  fituation  I  am  in  requires.  But  this 
renews  my  grief  for  the  death  of  our  friend  Mr 
Congreve,  whom  I  loved  from  my  youth,  and 
who  furely,  befules  his  other  talents,  was  a  very 
agreeable  companion.  He  had  the  misfortune 
to  fquander  away  a  very  good  conftitution  in  his 
younger  days  ;  and  I  think  a  man  of  fenfe  and 
merit  like  him,  is  bound  in  confcience  to  pre- 
ferve  his  health,  for  the  fake  of  his  friends,  as 
well  as  of  himfelf.  Upon  his  own  account  I 
could  not  much  defire  the  continuance  of  his 
life  under  fo  much  pain,  and  fo  many  infirmities. 
Years  have  not  yet  hardened  me  j  and  I  have  an 
addition  of  weight  on  my  fpirits  fince  we  loft 
him,  though  I  faw  him  fo  feldom;  and  poflibly 
if  he  had  lived  on,  mould  never  have  feen  him 
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more.  I  do  not  only  wifti,  as  you  aflc  me,  that 
I  was  unacquainted  with  any  deferring  peribn, 
but  almoft  that  I  never  had  a  friend.  Here  is 
an  ingenious  good-humoured  phyfician  *,  a  fine 
gentleman,  an  excellent  fcholar,  eafy  in  his  for- 
tunes, kind  to  every  body,  hath  abundance  of 
friends,  entertains  them  often  and  liberally ;  they 
pafs  the  evening  with  him  at  cards,  with  plenty 
of  good  meat  and  wine,  eight  or  a  dozen  toge- 
ther ;  he  loves  them  all,  and  they  him.  He  has 
twenty  of  tbefe  at  command  j  if  one  of  them  dies, 
it  is  no  more  than,  Poor  Tom  !  he  gets  another, 
or  takes  up  with  the  reft,  and  is  no  more  moved 
than  at  the  lofs  of  his  cat ;  he  offends  nobody, 

is  eafy  with  every  body Is  not  this  the  true 

happy  man  ?  I  was  defcribing  him  to  my  Lady 

A ,  who  knows  him  too ;  but  {he  hates  him 

mortally  by  my  character,  and  will  not  drink  his 
health.  I  would  give  half  my  fortune  for  the 
fame  temper ;  aad  yet  I  cannot  fay  I  love  it;  for 

I  do  not  love  my  Lord ,  who  is  much  of  the 

Doctor's  nature.  I  hear  Mr  Gay's  fecond  opera  f, 
which  you  mention,  is  forbid ;  and  then  he 
be  once  more  fit  to  be  advifed,  and  rejecl  your 
advice.     Adieu. 


L  E  T  T  2  R 


Dr  Hetf.ar.i 
Foll7. 
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LETTER       CCCCXVH. 

MR   GAY   TO    DR   SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Whitehall,  Feb.   15.  1727-8. 

I  HAVE  deferred  writing  to  you  from  time  to 
time,  till  I  could  give  you  an  account  of  the 
Beggar's  Ppera.  It  is  a&ed  at  the  play-houfe  in 
Lincoln's-Inn-Fields  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  the 
play-houfe  hath  been  crouded  every  night.  To- 
night is  the  fifteenth  time  of  a&ing;  and  it  is 
thought  it  will  run  a  fortnight  longer.  I  have 
ordered  Motte  *  to  fend  the  play  to  you  the  firft 
opportunity.  I  made  no  intereft,  either  for  ap- 
probation or  money ;  nor  hath  any  body  been 
prefled  to  take  tickets  for  my  benefit :  Notwith- 
ftanding  which,  I  think  I  mall  make  an  addition 
to  my  fortune  of  between  fix  and  feven  hundred 
pounds.  I  know  this  account  will  give  you  plea- 
fure,  as  I  have  pufhed  through  this  precarious  af- 
fair without  fervility  or  flattery. 

As  to  any  favours  from  great  men,  I  am  in  the 
fame  (late  you  left  me ;  but  I  am  a  great  deal 
happier,  as  I  have  no  expectations.  The  Dutch- 
efs  of  Queenfberryhath  fignalized  her  friendfhip 
to  me  upon  this  occafion,  in  fuch  a  confpicuous 
manner,  that  I  hope  (for  her  fake)  you  will  take 
care  to  put  your  fork  to  all  its  proper  ufes,  and 
fuffer  nobody  for  the  future  to  put  their  knives 
in  their  mouths  f.  Lord  Cobham  fays,  I  fnould 
have  printed  it  in  Italian  over-againfl  the  E"g- 

VoL.-XVI.  K  lifli, 

•    •'  Berjamin,  the  bookfeller.' 

f  See  the  letter  of  November  9.  i/-9. 
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lifh,  that  the  ladies  might  have  underftood  what 
they  read.  The  outlandifh  (as  they  now  call  it) 
opera  hath  been  fo  thin  of  late,  that  fome  have 
called  that  the  Beggar's  Opera  ;  and  if  the  run 
continues,  I  fear  I  {hall  have  remonftrances 
drawn  up  againft  me  by  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Mufic.  As  none  of  us  have  heard  from  you  of 
late,  every  one  of  us  are  in  concern  about  your 
health  :  I  beg  we  may  hear  from  you  foon.  By 
my  conftant  attendance  on  this  affair,  I  have  al- 
moft  worried  myfelf  into  an  ill  flate  of  health  ; 
but  I  intend  in  five  or  fix  days  to  go  to  our  coun- 
try-feat at  Twickenham,  for  a  little  air.  Mr 
Pope  is  very  feldom  in  town.  Mrs  Howard  fre- 
quently aflcs  after  you,  and  defires  her  compli- 
ments to  you.  Mr  George  Arbuthnott,  the  Doc- 
tor's brother,  is  married  to  Mrs  Peggy  Robinfon. 
I  would  write  more,  but  as  to-night  is  for  my 
bene,fit,  I  am  in  a  hurry  to  go  out  about  bufinefs. 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  molt  affectionate  and  obedi- 
ent fervant, 

J.  GAY. 


LETTER      CCCCXVIII. 

MR  GAY   TO   DR.  SWIFT. 

SIR,  March  20.  1727-8. 

I  AM  extremely  forry  that  your  diforder  is  re- 
turned ;  but  as  you  have  a  medicine  which 
liaih  twice  removed  it,  I  hope  by  this  time  you 

have 


CORRESPONDENCE.         m 

have  again  found  the  good  effe&s  of  it.  I  have 
feen  Dr  Delany  at  my  lodgings  j  but  as  I  have 
been  for  a  few  days  with  Mr  Pulteney  at  Caftiio- 
berry,  I  have  not  yet  returned  his  vifit.  I  went 
with  him  to  wait  upon  Lord  Bathurft  and  Lord 
Bolingbroke ;  both  of  whom  defire  me  to  make 
you  their  compliments.  Lady  Bolingbroke  was 
very  much  out  of  order,  and  with  my  Lord  is 
now  at  Dawley  :  She  expects  a  letter  from  you. 
Mrs  Howard  would  gladly  have  the  receipt  you 
have  found  fo  much  benefit  by  :  She  is  happier 
than  I  have  feen  her  ever  fince  you  have  left  us, 
for  fhe  is  free  as  to  her  conjugal  affairs,  by  articles 
of  agreement.  The  Beggar's  Opera  hath  been 
^£r.ed  now  thirty-fix  times,  and  was  as  full  the 
laft  night  as  the  firft  ;  and,  as  yet,  there  is  not 
the  leait  probability  of  a  thin  audience  ;  though 
there  is  a  difcourfe  about  "the  town,  that  the 
Doctors  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Mufic  defign 
to  folicit  againft  its  being  played  on  the  out- 
landifh  opera-days,  as  it  is  now  called.  On  the 
benefit-day  of  one  of  the  a&refies  lad  week, 
one  of  the  players  falling  fick,  they  were  obliged 
to  give  out  another  play,  or  difmifs  the  audience. 
A  play  was  given  out,  but  the  audience  called 
out  for  the  Beggar's  Opera  ;  and  they  were  for- 
ced to  play  it,  or  the  audience  would  not  have 
(laid. 

I  have  got  by  all  this  fuccefs  between  feven 
and  eight  hundred  pounds  ;  and  Rich,  deduct- 
ing the  whole  charge  of  the  houfe,   hath  cleared 
already  near  four  thoufand  pounds.     In  about  a 
K  2  month 
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month  I  am  going  to  Bath  with  the  Dutchefs  of 
Marlborough,  and  Mr  Congreve  ;  for  I  have  no 
expectations  of  receiving  any  favours  from  the 
court.  The  Dutchefs  of  Queenfberry  is  in  Wilt- 
fhire,  where  fhe  hath  had  the  fmall-pox,  in  fc 
favourable  a  way,  that  fhe  had  not  above  feveu 
or  eight  on  her  face  ;  fhe  is  now  perfectly  re- 
covered. There  is  a  mefczotinto  print  publifhed 
to-day  of  PolJy,  the  heroine  of  the  Beggar's  O- 
pera  *  ;  who  was  before  unknown,  and  is  now 
in  fo  high  vogue,  that  I  am  in  doubt  whether 
her  fame  does  not  furpafs  that  of  the  opera  iu 
felf.  I  would  not  have  talked  fo  much  on  this 
fubjec~t,  or  upon  any  thing  that  regards  myfelf, 
but  to  you  :  As  I  know  you  intereft  yourfelf  fo 
fincerely  in  every  thing  that  concerns  me,  I  be- 
lieve you  would  have  blamed  me,  if  I  had  faid 
lefs. 

I  law  Dr  Arbuthnottlaft  night  with  Mr  Lewis, 
at  Sir  William  Wyndham's,  who,  if  he  had  not 
the  gout,  would  have  anfwered  your  letter  you 
fent  him  a  year  and  a  half  ago.  He  faid  this  to 
me  a  week  fmce  ;  but  he  is  now  pretty  well  again, 
and  fo  may  forget  to  write  ;  for  which  reafon,  I 
ought  to  do  him  juftice,  and  tell  you,  that  I 
think  him  a  fmcere  wellwifher  of  your's.  I 
have  not  feen  Mr  Pope  lately,  but  have  heard 
that  both  he  and  Mrs  Pope  f  are  very  well.  I 
intend  to  fee  him  at  Twickenham  on  Sunday 
next.  I  have  not  drank  out  the  Gutheridge  cyder 


*  Mifs  Fenton. 

f  Mr  Pope's  mother. 
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yet ;  but  I  have  not  fo  much  as  a  fingle  pint  of 
port  in  my  cellar.  I  have  bought  two  pair  of 
flieets  againft  your  coming  to  town,  fo  that  we 
need  not  fend  any  more  to  Jervais  upon  that  ac- 
count. I  really  mifs  you  every  day  \  and  I  would 
be  content  that  you  mould  have  a  whole  win- 
dow to  yourfelf,  and  half  another,  to  have  you 
again.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your's  moft  affectionately. 
You  have  half  a  year's  intereft  due  at  Lady- 
day,  and  now  it  is  March  the  aoth  1727-8, 


LETTER      CCCCXIX. 

March  2.3.  1727-8, 

I  SEND  you  a  very  odd  thing,  a  paper  printed 
in  Bofton  in  New-England,,  wherein  you'll 
find  a  real  perfon,  a  member  of  their  parliament, 
of  the  name  of  Jonathan  Gulliver.  If  the  fame 
of  that  traveller  has  travelled  thither,  it  has  tra- 
velled very  quick  to  have  folks  chriftened  al- 
ready by  the  name  of  the  fuppofed  author.  But 
if  you  object,  that  no  child  fo  lately  chriftened 
could  be  arrived  at  years  of  maturity  to  be  ele£l- 
ed  into  parliament ;  I  reply,  (to  refolve  the  rid- 
dle), that  the  perfon  is  an  Aiwbaptift,  and  not 
chriilened  till  of  full  age  ;  which  fets  all  right. 
However  it  be.,  the  accident  is  very  angular,  that 
thefe  two  names  mould  be  united.. 

Mr  Gay's  opera  has  been  a£ted  near  forty  days 
running,  and  will  certainly  continue  the 
feafon.     So  he  has  more  than  a  fence  about 
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thoufand  pounds  *  :  he'll  foon  be  thinking  of  a. 
fence  about  his  two  thoufand.  Shall  no  one  of 
us  live  as  we  would  wim  each  other  to  live  ? 
Shall  he  have  no  annuity,  you  no  fettlement  on 
this  fide,  and  I  no  profpecl  of  getting  to  you  on 
the  other  ?  This  world  is  made  for  Crefar, — as 
Cato  faid,  for  ambitious,  falfe,  or  flattering  peo- 
ple to  domineer  in.  Nay,  they  would  not,  by 
their  good  will,  leave  us  our  very  books,  thoughts, 
or  words,  in  quiet.  I  defpife  the  world  yet,  I 
affaire  you,  more  than  either  Gay  or  you,  and 
the  court  more  than  all  the  reft  of  the  world. 
As  for  thofe  fcribblers  for  whom  you  apprehend 
I  would"  fupprefs  my  Dulnefs),  which,  by  the 
way,  for  the  future,  you  are  to  call  by  a  more 
pompous  name,  "  The  Dunciaa"),  how  much 
that  nefl  of  hornets  are  my  regard,  will  eafily  ap- 
pear to  you,  when  you  read  the  treatife  of  th« 
Bathos. 

At  all  adventures,  your's  and  my  name  ihall 
Hand  linked  as  friends  to  pofterity,  both  in  verfe 
and  profe,  and,  as  Tully  calls  it,  in  confuetudine 
Jludiorum.  Would  to  God  our  perfons  could  but 
as  well  and  as  furely  be  infeparable  !  1  find  my 

other 

•  Before  Mr  Gay  had  fenced  this  thoufand  pounds,  he 
had  a  confutation  with  his  friends  about  the  difyofal  of 
it.  Mr  L-  advifed  him  to  entruft  it  to  the  funds;  and 
lire  upon  the  in-tereft ;  Dr  Arlruthnott,  to  entruft  it  to 
Providence,  and  live  upon  the  principal;  and  Mr  Pope 
was  for  purchafing  an. annuity  for  life.  In  this  uncertain- 
ty, he  could  only  fay  with  the  old  man  in  Terence,  Fsci- 
//j  probe. 

Ittctriior  fajn  muitf)  $uam  dudmn.     "SYarb. 


CORRESPONDENCE.       nj 

cther  ties  dropping  from  me  :  Some  worn  off", 
fome  torn  off,  others  relaxing  daily  :  my  greateft, 
both  by  duty,  gratitude,  and  humanity,  time  is 
fhaking  every  moment,  and  it  now  hangs  but  by 
a  thread  !  I  am  many  years  the  older  for  living 
,fo  much  with  one  fo  old  ;  much  the  more  help- 
lefs,  for  having  been  fo  long  helped  and  tended 
by  her;  much  the  more  confiderate  and  tender, 
for  a  daily  commerce  with  one  who  required  me 
juftly  to  be  both  to  her,  and  confequently  the 
more  melancholy  and  thoughtful,  and  the  lefs  fit 
for  others,  who  want  only,  in  a  companion  or  a 
friend,  to  be  amufed  or  entertained.  My  con- 
ftitution  too  has  had  its  (hare  of  decay,  as  well  as 
my  fpirits  •,  and  I  am  as  much  in  the  decline  at 
forty  as  you  at  fixty.  I  believe  we  mould  be  fit 
to  live  together,  could  I  get  a  little  more  health, 
which  might  make  me  not  quite  infupportable.. 
Your  deafnefs  would  agree  with  my  dulnefs  ; 
you  would  not  want  me  to  fpeak  when  you  could 
not  hear.  But  God  forbid  you  mould  be  as  de- 
ftitute  of  the  focial  comforts  of  life,  as  I  muft 
when  I  lofe  my  mother;  or  that  ever  you  mould 
lofe  your  more  ufeful  acquaintance  fo  utterly,  as  to 
turn  your  thoughts  to  fuch  a  broken  reed  as  I  am, 
who  could  foill  fupply  your  wants.  I  am  extreme- 
ly troubled  at  the  returns  of  your  deafnefs ;  you 
cannot  be  too  particular  in  the  accounts  of  your 
health  to  me  ;  every  thing  you  do  or  fay  in  this 
kind,  obliges  me,  nay  delights  me,  to  fee  the  ju- 
ftice  you  do.  me  in  thinking  me  concerned  in  all 
your  concerns  j  fo  that  though  the  pleafanteft 

thing 


Ii6          DEANS  \V  I  F  T's 

thing  you  can  tell  me  be  that  you  are  better  or 
eafier,  next  to  that,  it  pleafes  me  that  you  make 
me  the  perfon  you  would  complain  to. 

As  the  obtaining  the  love  of  valuable  men  is 
the  happieft  end  I  know  of  this  life,  fo  the  next 
felicity  is,  to  get  rid  of  fools  and  fcoundrels ; 
which  I  can't  but  own  to  you  \vas  one  part  of 
my  defign  in  falling  upon  thefe  authors,  whofe 
incapacity  is  not  greater  than  their  infincerity; 
and  of  whom  I  have  always  found,  (if  I  may 
quote  myfelf), 

That  each  bad  author  is  as  bad  a  friend- 
This  poem  will  rid  me  of  thofe  infe&s. 

Cedite,  Romani  Jcriptores,  cediie^  Grail ; 
Nefcio  quid  majus  nafcitur  lljade ; 

I  mean  than  my  Iliad ;  and  I  call  it  Nefiio  quid, 
which  is  a  degree  of  modefty  •,  but  however,  if 
it  filence  thefe  fellows  *v  it  muft  be  fomething 
greater  than  any  Iliad  in  Christendom.  Adieu. 


L    E    T    T   E    R      CCCCXX. 

MRS  MARTHA   BLOUNT   TO  DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  May  7.   1728. 

I  AM  very  much  pleafed  with  your  letter,   but 
I  fhould"  have  thought  myfelf  much  more 
obliged  had  you  been  lefs  fincere,  and  not  told 

me 
•  It  did  iq  a  little  time  effectually  fUeiice  them.    Warb. 
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me  I  did  not  owe  the  favour  entirely  to  your  in- 
clinations, but  to  an  information  that  I  had  a 
mind  to  hear  from  you  :  and  I  miftruft  you  think 
even  that  as  much  as  I  deferve.  If  fo,  you  re- 
ally are  not  deferving  of  my  repeated  inquiries 
after  you,  and  my  conftant  good  wimes  and 
concern  for  your  welfare ;  which  merits  fome 
remembrance  without  the  help  of  another.  I 
can't  fay  I  have  a  great  inclination  to  write  to 
you,  for  I  have'no  great  vanity  that  way,  at  leaft 
not  enough  to  fupport  me  above  the  fear  of  wri- 
ting ill :  But  I  would  fain  have  you  know  how 
truly  well  I  wifli  you. 

I  am  forry  to  hear  no  good  account  of  your 
health  :  Mine  has  been,  fince  Chriftmas  (at 
which  time  I  had  my  fever  and  rafli)  neither 
well  nor  ill  enough  to  be  taken  notice  of  j  but 
within  thefe  three  weeks  I  have  been  fick  in 
forms,  and  kept  my  bed  for  a  week,  and  my 
chamber  to  this  day. 

This  confinement,  together  with  the  mourn- 
ing, has  enabled  me  to  be  very  eafy  in  my  chair- 
hire  :  for  a  dyed  black  gown,  and  a  fcoured  white 
one,  have  done  my  bufinefs  very  well ;  and  they 
are  now  jufl  fit  for  Peterfham,  where  we  talk  of 
going  in  three  weeks ;  and  I  am  not  without 
hopes  I  fhall  have  the  fame  fquire  *  I  had  laft 
year.  I  am  very  unwilling  to  change  ;  and  more- 
over, I  begin  to  fear  I  have  no  great  profpecl:  of 
getting  any  new  danglers ;  and  therefore,  in  or- 
der to  make  a  tolerable  figure,  I  fhall  endeavour 

to 

•  Dr  Swift. 
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to  behave  myfelf  mighty  well,  that  I  may  keep 
my  old  ones. 

As  a  proof  that  I  continue  to  be  well  received 
at  court,  I  will  tell  you  where  the  royal  family 
defign  to  pafs  this  fummer :  Two  months  at 
Richmond-Lodge,  the  fame  time  at  Hampton- 
Court,  and  fix  weeks  at  Windfor.  Mrs  Howard 
is  well,  and  happier  than  ever  you  faw  her ;  for 
her  whole  affair  with  her  hufband  is  ended  to 
her  fatisfaction. 

Dr  Arbuthnott  I  am  very  angry  with  :  He  ne- 
gle£ts  me  for  thofe  he  thinks  finer  ladies.  Mr 
Gay's  fame  continues,  but  his  riches  are  in  a  fair 
way  of  diminifhing :  he  is  gone  to  the  bath :  I  wifh 
you  were  ordered  there,  for  I  believe  that  would 
carry  Mr  Pope,  who  is  always  inclined  to  do 
more  for  his  friends  than  himfelf.  He  is  much 
out  of  order,  and  is  told  nothing  is  fo  likely  to 
do  him  good. 

My  illnefs  has  prevented  my  writing  to  you 
fooner.  If  I  was  a  favourite  at  court,  I  would 
foon  convince  you  that  I  am  very  fincerely  your 
faithful  friend,  and  very  humble  fervant, 

M.  B. 


LETTER 


CORRESPONDENCE.         119 
LETTER      CCCCXXI. 

FROM   DR  SWIFT. 

Dublin,  May  10.  1728. 

I  HAVE  with  great  pleafure  fhewn  the  New- 
England  news-paper,  with  the  two  names 
Jonathan  Gulliver ;  and  I  remember  Mr  Fortef- 
cue  fent  you  an  account  from  the  amzes,  of  one 
Lemuel  Gulliver,  who  had  a  caufe  there,  and 
loft  it  on  his  ill  reputation  of  being  a  liar.  Thefe 
are  not  the  only  obfervations  I  have  made  upon 
odd  ftrange  accidents  in  trifles,  which,  in  things 
of  great  importance,  would  have  been  matter  for 
historians.  Mr  Gay's  opera  hath  been  a&ed 
here  twenty  times  j  and  my  Lord  Lieutenant  * 
tells  me  it  is  very  well  performed  j  he  hath  feen 
it  often,  and  approves  it  much. 

You  give  a  moil  melancholy  account  of  your- 
felf,  and  which  I  do  not  approve.  I  reckon,  that 
a  man  fubjeft  like  us  to  bodily  infirmities,  (hould 
only  occafionally  converfe  with  great  people,  not- 
withftanding  all  their  good  qualities,  eafinefles, 
and  kindnefTes.  There  is  another  race  which  I 
prefer  before,  them,  as  beef  and  mutton  for  con- 
flant  diet  before  partridges  ;  I  mean  a  middle  kind, 
both  for  underflanding  and  fortune;  who  are 
perfectly  eafy,  never  impertinent,  complying  in 
erery  thing,  ready  to  do  an  hundred  little  office* 
that  you  and  I  may  often  want,  who  dine  and  fit 
with  me  five  times  for  once  that  I  go  to  them, 

and 
*  L»rd  Carterct. 
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and  whom  I  tell  without  offence,  that  I  am  o- 
therwife  engaged  at  prefent.  This  you  cannot 
expe£l  from  any  of  thofe  that  either  you,  or  I,  or 
both,  are  acquainted  with  on  your  fide;  who  are 
only  fit  for  our  healthy  feafons,  and  have  much 
bufmefs  of  their  own.  God  forbid  I  fhould  con- 
demn you  to  Ireland,  (qitanqttam  0  ! )  and  for 
England  I  defpair ;  and  indeed  a  change  of  affairs 
would  come  too  late  at  my  feafon  of  life,  and 
might  probably  produce  nothing  on  my  behalf. 
You  have  kept  Mrs  Pope  longer,  ami  have  had 
her  care  beyond  what  from  nature  you  could  ex- 
pect ;  not  but  her  lofs  will  be  very  fenfible, 
whenever  it  fhall  happen.  I  fay  one  thing,  that 
both  fummers  and  winters  are  milder  here  than 
with  you;  all  things  for  life  in  general  better  for 
a  middling  fortune  :  you  will  have,  an  abfolute 
command  of  your  company,  with  whatever  ob- 
fequioufnefs  or  freedom  you  may  expecl:  or  al- 
low. I  have  an  elderly  houfekeeper  *,  who  hath 
been  my  W — Ip — le  above  thirty  years,  whenever 
I  lived  in  this  kingdom.  I  have  the  command  of 
one  or  two  villa's  near  this  town :  you  have  a 
warm  apartment  in  this  houfe,  and  two  gardens 
for  amufement.  I  have  faid  enough,  yet  not 
half.  Except  abfence  from  friends,  I  confefs 
freely  that  I  have  no  difcontent  at  living  here  j 
befides  what  arifes  from  a  filly  fpirit  of  liberty, 
which  as  it  neither  fours  my  drink,  nor  hurts  my 
meat,  nor  fpoils  my  ftomach  farther  than  in  ima- 
gination, fo  I  refolve  to  throw  it  off. 

You 

"  Mrs  Brent. 
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You  talk  of  this  Dunciad  ;  but  I  am  impatient 
to  have  it  volare  per  era  ;— there  is  now  a  vacancy 
for  fame.  The  Beggar's  Opera  hath  done  its 
tafk;  difcedat%  uti  conviva  fatur.  Adieu, 


LETTER      CCCCXXII. 

TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  LORD   CARTERET, 
LORD   LIEUTENANT   OF  IRELAND  *. 

MY  LORD,  About  May  10.  1728. 

I  TOLD  your  Excellency  that  you  were  to  run 
on  my  errands.  My  Lord  Burlington  hath 
a  very  fine  monument  of  his  anceftor  the  Earl  of 
Cork,  in  my  cathedral,  which  your  Excellency 
-hath  feen.  I  and  the  Chapter  have  written  to 
him  in  a  body  to  have  it  repaired,  and  I  in  per- 
fon  have  ~defired  he  would  do  it.  And  I  defired 
likewife,  that  he  would  fettle  a  parcel  of  land, 
worth  five  pounds  a-year,  (not  an  annuity)  to 
keep  it  always  in  repair.  He  faid  he  would  do 
any  thing  to  oblige  me  j  but  was  afraid  that,  in 
future  times,  the  five  pounds  a-year  would  be 
mifapplied,  and  fecured  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
to  their  own  ufe.  I  anfwered,  That  a  dean  and 
twenty-four  members  of  fo  great  a  Chapter,  who, 
in  livings,  eftates,  &c.  had  about  4000!.  a-year 
amongfl  them,  would  hardly  divide  four  (hillings 
among  them  to  cheat  his  pofterity;  and  that 
VOL.  XVI.  L  we 

*  This  letter  is   not  dated,    but  indorfed  "  To  Lord 
"  Lieutenant  Carterct  before  his  going  off." 


122  DEANSWIF  T's 

\ve  could  have  no  view  but  to  confult  the  honour 
of  his  family.     I  therefore  command  your  Excel- 
lency to  lay  this  before  him,  and  the  affront  he 
hath  put  upon  us,  in  not  anfwering  a  letter  writ- 
ten to  him  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter  in  a  body. 
The  great  Duke  of  Schomberg  is  buried  under 
the  altar  in  my  cathedral.     My  Lady  Holdernefs 
is  my  old  acquaintance,  and  I  writ  to  her  about 
a  fmall  fum,  to  make  a  monument  for  her  grand- 
father.    I  writ  to  her  myfelf ;    and   alfo   there 
was  a  letter  from  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  to  de- 
fire  fiie  would  order  a  monument  to  be  raifed  for 
him  in  my  cathedral.     It  feems  Mildinay,   now 
Lord  F***,  her  hufband,  is  a  covetous  fellow ; 
or  whatever  is  the  matter,  we  have  had  no  an- 
fwer.     I  defire  you  will  tell  Lord  F***,  that  if 
he  will  not  fend  fifty  pounds  to  make  a  monu- 
ment for  the  old  Duke,  I  and  the  Chapter  will  e- 
re£t  a  fmall   one  of  ourfelves  for  ten  pounds ; 
wherein  it  (hall  be  exprefled,  That  the  poflerity 
of  the  Duke,   naming  particularly  Lady  Holder- 
nefs and  Mr  Mildmay,  not  having  the  generofity 
to  eredt  a  monument,  we  have  done  it  of  our- 
felves.    And  if,  for  an  excufe,  they  pretend  they 
will  fend  for  his  body,  let  them  know  it  is  mine; 
and  rather  than  fend  it,  I  will  take  up  the  bones, 
and  make  of  it  a  (keleton,  and  put  it  in  my  re- 
gifter-ofRce,  to  be  a  memorial  of  their  bafenefs 
to  all  pofterity.     This  I  expe£t  your  Excellency 
will  tell  Mr  Mildmay,  or  as  you  now  call  him, 
Lord  F***.     And  I  expecl  likewife,  that  he  will 
let  Sir  Conyers  Darcy  know  how  iil  I  take  his 

neglect 
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neglect  in  this  matter  ;  although,  to  do  him  ju- 
ftice,  he  averred,  that  Mildmay  wasfo  avaricious 
a  wretch,  that  he  would  let  his  own  father  be 
buried  without  a  coffin,  to  fave  charges. 

I  expect  likewife,  that  if  you  are  acquainted 
with  your  fucctnTor,  you  will  let  him  know  how 
impartial  I  was  in  giving  you  characters  of  cler- 
gymen, without  regard  to  party,  and  what 
weight  you  laid  on  them  ;  and  that,  having  but 
one  clergyman  who  had  any  relation  to  me,  I  let 
him  pafs  unpreferred  :  And  laftly,  that  you  will 
let  your  faid  fucceflbr  know,  that  you  lament 
the  having  done  nothing  for  Mr  Robert  Gratton ; 
and  give  him  fuch  a  recommendation,  that  he 
may  have  fomething  to  mend  his  fortune. 

Thefe  are  the  matters  I  leave  in  charge  to  your 
Excellency  :  And  I  defire  that  I,  who  have  done 
with  courts,  may  not  be  ufed  like  a  courtier; 
for  as  I  was  a  courtier  when  you  were  a  fchool- 
boy,  I  know  all  your  arts.  And  fo  God  blefs 
you,  and  all  your  family,  my  old  friends:  And 
remember,  I  expect  you  ihall  not  dare  to  be  a 
courtier  to  me.  I  am  &c. 


LETTER      CCCCXXIII. 

MR   GAY  TO   DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Bath,  May  16.  1728. 

I  HAVE  been  at  the  Bath  about  ten  days,  and 
I  have  pJayed  at  no  game  but  once,  and  that 
at  backgammon,  with  Mr  Lewis,  who  is  very 
L  2  much 
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much  your  humble  fervant.  Lord  and  Lady  Bo- 
lingbroke  are  here  ;  I  think  {he  is  better:  They 
ftay,  as  I  guefs,  about  a  fortnight  longer.  They 
both  defired  me  to  make  their  compliments,  as 
does  Mr  Congreve  *,  who  is  in  a  very  ill  ftate  of 
health,  but  fomewhat  better  fince  he  came  here. 
I  do  not  know  how  long  I  (hall  ftay  here,  be- 
caufe  I  am  now,  as  I  have  been  all  my  life,  at  the 
difpofal  of  others.  I  drink  the  waters,  and  am 
in  hopes  to  lay  in  a  (lock  of  health  ;  fome  of 
which  I  wifh  to  communicate  to  you.  Dr  De- 
lany  told  me  you  had  been  upon  a  journey,  and 
I  really  fancy,  taking  horfe  is  as  good  as  taking 
the  waters  :  1  hope  you  have  found  benefit  by  it. 
The  Beggar's  Opera  is  acted  here  ;  but  our  Pol- 
Jy  hath  got  no  fame,  though  the  actors  have  got 
money.  I  have  fent  by  Dr  Delany  the  opera, 
Polly  Peachum,  and  Captain  Macheath.  I  would 
have  fent  you  my  own  head  (which  is  now  en- 
graving) to  make  up  the  gang,  but  it  is  not  yet 
finifhed.  I  fuppofe  you  muft  have  heard,  that  I 
had  the  honour  to  have  a  fermon  preached  againft 
my  works  by  a  court- chaplain  f,  which  I  look  up- 
on as  no  fmall  addition  to  my  fame.  Direct  to 
me  here  when  you  write  ;  and  the  fooner  that 
is,  the  fooner  you'll  make  me  happy. 

LETTER 

•  '  He  died  the  I9th  of  January  1728-9  ' 
•\  '  Dr  Thomas  Herring,  then  preacher  to  the  Society 
of  Lincoln's-Jnn,  and  afterwards  Archbifbop  of  Canter 
bury.  Dr  Swift,  in  the  Intelligencer,  No-  3.  publi/bcd  in 
Ireland,  fpeaks  with  greajc  afperity  of  Dr  Herring,  on  ;ic- 
tonut  of  his  fermon  againft  the  Beggar's  Opera.' 
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FROM   DR  SWIFT. 

June  I.  1728. 

I  LOOK  upon  my  Lord  Bolingbroke  and  us 
two,  as  a  peculiar  triumvirate,  who  have  no- 
thing to  expect  or  to  fear  •,  and  fo  far  fitted  to 
converfe  with  one  another  :  only  he  and  I  are  a 
little  fubject  to  fchemes,  and  one  of  us  (I  won't 
fay  which)  upon  very  weak  appearances,  and  this 
you  have  nothing  to  do  with.  I  do  profefs  with- 
out affectation,  that  your  kind  opinion  of  me  as 
a  patriot,  (fince  you  call  it  fo),  is  what  I  do  not 
deferve  ;  becaufe  what  I  dp  is  owing  to  perfect- 
rage  and  refentment,  and  the  mortifying  fight  of 
flavery,  folly,  and  bafenefs  about  me,  among 
which  I  am  forced  to  live.  And  I  will  take  my 
oath,  that  you  have  more  virtue  in  an  hour,  than 
I  in  feven  years  :  For  you  defpife  the  follies,  and 
hate  the  vices  of  mankind,  without  the  leaft  ill 
effect  on  your  temper  •,  and  with  regard  to  par- 
ticular men,  you  are  inclined  always  rather  to 
think  the  better,  whereas  with  me  it  is  always 
directly  contrary. 

I  hope,  however,  this  is  not  in  you  from  a  fu- 
perior  principle  of  virtue,  but  from  your  fitua- 
tion,  which  hath  made  all  parties  and  interefts 
indifferent  to  you,  who  can  be  under  no  concern 
about  high  and  low  church,  Whig  and  Tory,  or 
who  is  firft  minifter. — Your  long  letter  was  the 
L  3  lall 
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laft  I  received,  till  this  by  Dr  Delany,  although 
you  mention  another  fince.  The  Doctor  told 
me  your  fecret  about  the  Dunciad,  which  does 
not  pleafe  me,  becaufe  it  defers  gratifying  my  va- 
nity in  the  mofl  tender  point,  and  perhaps  may 
wholly  difappoint  it.  As  to  one  of  your  inqui- 
ries, I  am  eafy  enough  in  great  matters,  but 
have  a  thoufand  paltry  vexations  in  my  little  fta- 
tion  ;  and  the  more  contemptible,  the  more  vex- 
atious. There  might  be  a  Lutrin  writ  upon  the 
tricks  ufed  by  my  Chapter  to  teafe  me.  I  do 
not  converfe  with  one  creature  of  ftation  or  title, 
but  I  have  a  fet  of  eafy  people  whom  I  entertain 
when  I  have  a  mind.  I  have  formerly  defcribed 
them  to  you,  but  when  you  come,  you  ft, all 
have  the  honours  of  the  country  as  much  as  you 
pleafe  :  And  I  fhall,  on  that  account,  make  a, 
better  figure  as  long  as  I  live.  Pray  God  pre- 
ferve  Mrs  Pope  for  your  fake  and  eafe ;  I  love 
rnd  efteem  her  too  much,  to  wifli  it  for  her  own  : 
If  I  were  five  and  twenty,  I  would  wifli  ro  be  of 
her  age,  to  be  as  fecure  as  me  is  of  a  better  life- 
Mrs  P.  B.  has  writ  to  me,  and  is  one  of  the  beft 
letter-writers  I  know  j  very  good  fenfe,  civility, 
and  friendOup,  without  any  flifthefs  or  conftraint. 
The  Dunciad  has  taken  wind  here,  but  if  it  had 
not,  you  arc  as  much  known  here  as  in  England, 
and  the  univerfity-lads  will  crowd  to  kifs  the 
hem  of  your  garment.  I  am  grieved  to  hear 
that  my  Lord  Bolingbrokc's  ill  health  forced  him 
to  the  Bath.  Tell  me,  is  not  temperance  a  ne- 
ceflarv  virtue  for  great  men,  fince  it  is  the  parent 

of. 
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of  Eafe  and  Liberty,  fb  neceflary  for  the  ufe  and 
improvement  of  the  mind,  and  whit  n  philofophy 
allows  to  be  the  greateft  felicities  of  life  ?  I  be- 
lieve, had  health  been  given  fo  liberally  to  you, 
it  would  have  been  better  huibanded,  without 
fharne  to  your  parts. 


LETTER      CCCCXXV. 

Dane/ay,  June  28.  1728. 

I  NOW  hold  the  pen  for  my  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
who  is  reading  your  letter  between  two 
hay-cocks;  but  his  attention  is  fomewhat  divett- 
ed,  by  carting  his  eyes  en  the  clouds,  not  in  ad- 
miration of  what  you  fay,  but  for  fear  of  a 
{bower.  He  is  pleaded  with  your  placing  him  in 
the  triumvirate  between  yourfelf  and  me ;  though 
he  fays,  that  he  doubts  he  fhall  fair  like  Lepidu?,. 
while  one  of  us  runs  away  with  all  the  power  like 
Auguftus,  and  another  with  all  the  pleafure  like 
Anthony.  It  is  upon  a  forefight  of  this  that  he 
has  fitted  up  his  farm  ;  and  you  will  agree,  that 
this  fcheme  of  retreat  at  leaft  is  not  founded  up- 
on weak  appearances.  Upon  his  return  from 
the  Bath,  all  peccant  humours,  he  finds,  are  pur- 
ged out  of  him  ;  and  his  great  temperance  and 
ceconorny  are  fo  fignal,  that  the  firft  is  fit  for  my 
conftitution,  and  the  latter  would  enable  you  to 
lay  up  fo  much  money  as  to  buy  a  bifhcprick  in- 
England.  As  to  the  return  of  his  health  and  vi- 
gour, were  you  here,  you  might  inquire  of  his 

hay- 
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bay-makers  ;  but  as  to  his  temperance,  I  can  an- 
fwer,  that  (for  one  whole  day)  we  have  had  no- 
thing for  dinner  but  mutton-broth,  beans,  and 
bacon,  and  a  barn-door  fowl. 

Now  his  Lord{hip  is  run  after  his  cart,  I  have 
a  moment  left  to  myfelf  to  tell  you,  that  I  over- 
heard him  yefterday  agree  with  a  painter  for 
200  1.  to  paint  his  country-hall  with  trophies  of 
rakes,  fpades,  prongs,  &c,  and  other  ornaments, 
merely  to  countenance  his  calling  this  place  a 
farm. — Now  turn  over  a  new  leaf. — 

He  bids  me  affure  you,  he  mould  be  forry  not 
to  have  more  fchemes  of  kindnefs  for  his  friends, 
than  of  ambition  for  himfelf.  There,  though  his 
fchemes  may  be  weak,  the  motives  at  lead  are 
ilrong.  And  he  fays  further,  if  you  could  bear 
as  great  a  fall' and  decreafe  of  your  revenues,  as 
he  knows  by  experience  he  can,  you  would  not 
live  in  Ireland  an  hour. 

The  Dunciad  is  going  to  be  printed  in  all  pomp, 
with  the  inscription,  which  makes  me  proudeit. 
It  will  be  attended  with  Proem,  Prolegomena, 
Teftimonia  Scriptorum,  Index  Authorum,  and 
Notas  Variorum.  As  to  the  latter,  I  defire  you. 
to  read  over  the  text,  and  make  a  few  in  any  way 
you  like  bed  *,  whether  dry  raillery,  upon  the 
ftyle  and  way  of  commenting  of  trivial  critics  j 
or  humourous,  upon  the  authors  in  the  poem  j 
or  hiftorical,  of  perfons,  places,  times ;  or  expla- 
natory ;  or  collecting  the  parallel  paflages  of  the 
ancients.  Adieu.  I  am  pretty  well,  my  mother 

not 
•  Dr  Swift  did  fo, 
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not  ill ;  Dr  Arbuthnott  vexed  with  bis  fever  by 
intervals  ;  I  am  afraid  he  declines,  and  we  mail 
lofe  a  worthy  man  :  I  am  troubled  about  him  very 
much.  I  am,  &c. 


L   £    T    T    E    R      CCCCXXVI. 

MR  GAY  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Bath,  July  6.  1728. 

rip  HE  laft  news  I  have  heard  of  you,  was  from 
oL  Mr  Lancelot,  who  was  at  this  place  with 
Lord  SufTex,  who  gave  me  hopes  of  feeing  you 
the  latter  end  of  this  fummer.  I  wifh  you  may 
keep  that  resolution,  and  take  the  Bath  in  your 
way  to  town.  You,  in  all  probability,  will  find 
here  fome,  or  mofl  of  thofe  you  like  to  fee.  Dr 
Arbuthnott  wrote  to  me  to-day  fromTunbridge, 
where  he  is  now  for  the  recovery  of  his  health, 
having  had  feveral  relapfes  of  a  fever  :  He  tells 
me  he  is  much  better,  and  that  in  Auguft  he  in- 
tends to  come  hither.  Mr  Congreve  and  I  often 
talk  of  you,  and  wim  you  health  and  every  good 
thing ;  but  often,  out  of  felf-intereft,  we  wifli  you 
with  us.  In  five  or  fix  days,  I  fet  out  upon  an  ex- 
curfion  to  Herefordfhire,  to  Lady  Scudamore's, 
but  fhall  return  here  the  beginning  of  Auguft. 
I  wilh  you  could  meet  me  at  Gutheridge.  The 
Bath  did  not  agree  with  Lady  Bolingbroke. 
Since  fhe  went  to  Dawley,  by  her  own  inclina- 
tion. 
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tion,  without  the  advice  of  phyficians,  fhe  hath 
taken  to  a  milk-diet,  and  writes  me  an  account 
of  prodigious  good  effects  in  the  recovery  of  her 
appetite  and  fpirits.  The  weather  is  extremely 
hoc,  the  place  is  very  empty.  I  have  an  inclina- 
tion to  ftudy,  but  the  heat  makes  it  irapoffible. 

The  D of *,  I  hear,  hath  run  away  with 

Polly  Peachum,  having  fettled  400  1.  a-year  up- 
on her  during  pleafure ;  and,  upon  difagreement, 
200 1.  a-year.  Mr  Pope  is  in  a  ftate  of  perfecu- 
tion  for  the  Dunciad  :  I  wifh  to  be  witnefa  of  his 
fortitude,  but  he  writes  but  feldom.  It  would 
be  a  confolation  to  me  to  hear  from  him.  My 
portrait  mezzotinto  is  pubiifhed  from  Mr  How- 
ard's painting  j  I  wifh  to  fend  you  one,  but  I 
fancy  I  could  get  a  better  impreffion  at  London. 
I  have  ten  thoufand  things  to  talk  of  to  you,  but 
few  to  write :  yet  defer  writing  to  you  no  long- 
er, knowing  you  intereft  yourfelf  in  every  thing 
that  concerns  me  fo  much,  tbat  I  make  you  hap- 
py, as  you  will  me,  if  you  can  tell  me  you  are  in 
good  health,  which  I  wifh  to  hear  every  morn- 
ing as  foon  as  I  awake.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your's 
mod  affectionately. 


LETTER 

•The  Duke  of  Boltoo,   who  afterwards  married  Mifj 
F«nton« 
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FROM   DR  SWIFT. 

July  16.  1728. 

I  HAVE  often  run  over  the  Dunciad  in  an  Irifh 
edition,  (I  fuppofe  full  of  faults),  which  a 
a  gentleman  fent  me.  The  notes  I  could  wifh 
to  be  very  large,  in  what  relates  to  the  perfons 
concerned  j  for  I  have  long  obferved,  that  twenty 
miles  from  London  nobody  underftands  hints, 
initial  letters,  or  town-facts  and  paflages  ;  and  in 
a  few  years  not  even  thofe  who  live  in  London. 
I  would  have  the  names  of  thofe  fcribblers  printed 
indexically  at  the  beginning  or  end  of  the  poem, 
with  an  account  of  their  works,  for  the  reader  to 
refer  to.  I  would  have  all  the  parodies  (as  they 
are  called)  referred  to  the  author  they  imitate. 

When  I  began  this  long  paper,  I  thought  I 

mould  have  filled  it  with  fetting  down  the  feve- 
ral  paflages  I  had  marked  in  the  edition  I  had  ; 
but  I  find  it  unneceflary,  fo  many  of  them  falling 
under  the  fame  rule.  After  twenty  times  read- 
ing the  whole,  I  never,  in  my  opinion,  fav?  fo 
much  good  fatire,  or  more  good  fenfe-,  in  fo  many 
lines.  How  it  pafles  in  Dublin,  I  know  not  yetj 
but  I  am  fure  it  will  be  a  great  difadvantage  to 
the  poem,  that  the  perfons  and  fafts  will  not  be 
underftood,  till  an  explanation  comes  out,  and  a 
very  full  one.  I  imagine  it  is  not  to  be  published 
till  towards  winter,  when  folks  begin  to  gather  iu 

tOWfl. 
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town.  Again  I  infift,  you  muft  have  your  aflc- 
rilks  filled  up  with  fome  real  names  of  real 
dunces. 

I  am  now  reading  your  preceding  letter  of 
June  28.  and  find  that  all  I  have  advifed  above  is 
mentioned  there.  I  would  be  glad  to  know  whe- 
ther the  quarto  edition  is  to  come  out  anony- 
rooufly,  as  publifhed  by  the  commentator,  with 
all  his  pomp  of  prefaces,  &c.  and  among  many 
complaints  of  fpurious  editions.  I  am  thinking 
whether  the  editor  fhould  not  follow  the  old  ftyle 
of  this  excellent  author,  £sV.  and  refine  in  many 
places  when  you  meant  no  refinement  •,  and  into 
the  bargain,  take  all  the  load  of  naming  the  dun- 
ces, their  qualities,  hiftories,  and  performances. 

As  to  yourfelf,  I  doubt  you  want  a  fpurrer  on 
to  exercife  and  to  amufements  ;  but  to  talk  of  de- 
cay at  your  feafon  of  life,  is  a  jeft.  But  you  are 
not  fo  regular  as  I.  You  are  the  moft  temperate 
man  God-ward,  and  the  moft  intemperate  your- 
felf-ward,  of  mod  I  have  known.  I  fuppofe  Mr 
Gay  will  return  from  the  Bath  with  twenty 
pounds  more  flefh,  and  two  hundred  lefs  in  mo- 
ney. Providence  never  deligned  him  to  be  above 
two  and  twenty,  by  his  thoughtleffnefs  and  Gul- 
libility. He  hath  as  little  forefight  of  age,  fick- 
nefs,  poverty,  orlofs  of  admirers,  as  a  girl  at  fif- 
teen. By  the  way,  I  muft  obferve,  that  my  Lord 
Bolingbroke  (from  the  effects  of  his  kindnefs  to 
me)  argues  moft  fophiilically :  The  fall  from  a 
million  to  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  is  not  fo 
great,  as  from  eight  hundred  pounds  a  year  to 
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one:  befides,  he  is  a  controller  of  fortune,  and 
poverty  dares  not  look  a  great  rninifter  in  the 
face  under  his  lowefc.declenfion.  I  never  knew 
him  live  fo  great  and  expenfi vely  as  he  hath  done 
iince  his  return  from  exile  ;  fuch  mortals  have 
refources  that  others  are  not  able  to  comprehend. 
But  God  blefs  you,  whofe  great  genius  has  not 
fo  tranfported  you  as  to  leave  you  to  the  courtefy 
of  mankind  ;  for  wealth  is  liberty,  and  liberty  is 
a  blefTmg  fitted  for  a  philofopher, — and  Gay  is 
a  Have  juft  by  two  thoufand  pounds  too  little. 

And  Horace  was   of  my  mind,  and  let  my 

Lord  contradict  him,  if  he  dares. 


LETTER      CCCCXXVIII. 

DR  SWIFT    TO    DR   SHERIDAN. 

Market-bill*,   Aug.  2.  1728. 

OUR  friends  here,  as  well  as  myfelf,  were 
fadly  difappointed  upon  hearing  the  ac- 
count of  your  journey.  No  body  in  town  or 
country,  as  we  were  informed,  knew  where 
you  were  :  but  I  perfuaded  our  family,  that 
you  were  certainly  in  a  way  of  making  yourfelf 
eafy,  and  had  got  that  living  you  mentioned  ; 
and  accordingly  we  were  grieved  and  rejoiced  at 
the  lofs  and  fettlement  of  a  friend  ;  but  it  never 
entered  into  our  heads,  that  you  were  beflow- 
ing  forty  days  in  feveral  ftages  between  conflable 
VOL.  XVI.  M  and 

*  The  fat  of  Sir  Arthur  Achcfon. 
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and  conftable,  without  any  real  benefit  to  your- 
felf,  further  than  of  exercife ;  and  we  wiflied, 
that  no  body  fhould  have  hud  the  benefit  of  your 
long  abfence  from  your  fchool  but  yourfelf, 
by  a  good  living,  or  we  by  your  good  company; 

much  lefs  that  the  pleafure  of  fpiting  T had 

been  your  great  motive.  I  heartily  wifh  you 
were  fettled  at  Hamilton's  Bawn  ;  and  I  would 
be  apt  to  advife  you  not  to  quit  your  thoughts 
that  way,  if  the  matter  may  be  brought  to  bear; 
for  by  a  letter  I  juft  received  from  the  Bifhop  of 
Cork,  which  was  fhort  and  dry,  with  the  ftale 
excufe  of  pre-engagements,  I  doubt  you  can 
hope  nothing  from  him.— —As  to  what  you  call 
my  exercife,  I  have  long  quitted  it.  -  It  gave  me 
too  much  conflraint,  and  the  world  does  not  de- 
ferve  it.  We  may  keep  it  cold,  till  the  middle 
of  winter. 

As  to  my  return,  there  are  many  (peculations. 
I  am  well  here,  and  hate  removals.  My  fcheme 
was,  that  you  fhould  come  hither,  as  you  fay, 
and  I  return  with  you  in  your  chaife.  Sir  Ar- 
thur, on  hearing  your  letter,  prefled  me  to  (lay 
longer.  I  am  a  very  bufy  man,  fuch  as  at  Qiiil- 
c.i,  which  you  will  know  when  you  come  :  Yet 
I  would  contrive  to  be  prefled  more  to  flay  till 
Chriftmas,  and  then  you  may  contrive  to  be 
here  again,  and  take  me  back  with  you  time  e- 
nough  for  my  own  vifitation  :  And  my  reafon 
of  (laying  is,  to  be  here  the  planting  and  pru- 
ning lime,  &c.  I  hate  Dublin,  and  love  the 
retirement  here,  and  the  civility  of  my  hofts. 

This 
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This  is  my  ftate,  and  humour  upon  it,  and  ac- 
cordingly you  are  to  manage  my  fcheme.  How- 
ever I  would  have  you  keep  your  vacation  of 
September  here  ;  and  let  Mrs  Brent  fend  me  a 
dozen  guineas  (half  of  them  half-guineas)  by 
you,  and  a  periwig,  and  a  new  riding-gown  and 
caflbck,  and  whatever  elfe  I  may  want  by  a 
longer  abfence,  provided  you  will  refolve  and 
fwear  that  I  fhall  flay. 

I  had  all  Mrs  Brent's  packets  by  Mr  Little. 
My  fervice  to  Mrs  Dingley.  I  cannot  fay  that 
I  have  more  to  fay,  than  to  fay  that  I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      CCCCXXIX. 

DR  SWIFT    TO  DR  SHERIDAN. 

*  Sept.  1 8.  1728. 

MY  continuance  here  is  owing  partly  to  in- 
dolence, and  partly  to  my  hatred  to  Du- 
blin. I  am  in  a  middling  way,  between  healthy 
and  fick,  hardly  ever  without  a  little  giddinefs  or 
deafnefs,  and  fometimes  both.  So  much  for 
that.  As  to  what  you  call  my  leflbn,  I  told  you 
I  would  think  no  more  of  it ;  neither  do  I 
conceive  the  world  deferves  fo  much  trouble 
from  you  or  me.  I  think  the  fufierings  of  the 
country  for  want  of  fiber,  deferve  a  paper  f, 
M  2  iince 

*  This  fhould  be  alfo  dated  from  Market-hill, 
f  In  the  Intelligencer,  the    i9th   number  of  which  is 
an  this  fubjccl;.     See  it  in  Vol.  IV.  p.  98-     Hn'tvkff. 


136  DEANSWIFTs 

fince  the  remedy  is  fo  eafy,  and  thofc  i« 
power  fo  negligent.  I  had  feme  other  fub- 
je£ts  in  my  thoughts;  but  truly  I  am  taken  up 
fo  much  with  long  lampoons  on  a  perfon  who 
owns  you  for  a  back,  that  I  have  no  time  for 
any  thing  elfe  ;  and  if  I  do  not  produce  one  e- 
very  now  and  then,  of  about  two  hundred  lines, 
I  am  chid  for  my  idlenefs,  and  threatened  with 
you.  I  defire  you  will  flep  to  the  deanry,  fpeak 
to  Mrs  Brent  *,  -bid  her  open  the  middle  great 
drawer  of  Ridgeway's  fcrutoire  in  my  clofet, 
and  then  do  you  take  out  from  thence,  the  hi- 
ftory  f  in  folio,  marble  cover;  and  two  thin 
folio's  fairly  writ.  I  forget  the  titles,  but  you 
have  read  them.  One  is  an  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Lord  Oxford's  miniftry,  and  the  o- 
ther  ^  to  the  fame  purpofe.  There  are  foul  co- 
pies of  both  in  the  fame  drawer  ;  but  do  you 
take  out  the  fair  ones,  not  in  my  hand.  Let 
them  be  packed  up,  and  brought  hither  by  the 
bearer.  My  Lady  is  perpetually  quarrelling  -with 
Sir  Arthur  and  me,  and  (hews  every  creature 
the  libels  I  have  writ  againft  her  §. 

Mr  Worral  fent  me  the  particulars  of  the  ha- 
vock  made  in  Naboth's  vineyard  ||. — The  d — 
burft,  feV. 

I 

*  The  Dean's  hovfe-keeper. 

f  Hiftory  of  the  peace  of  Utrecht. 

{  The  ftate  of  affairs  in  I  7  I  4-     See  it  in  Vol.  VI    p.  92. 

§  See  Hamilton's  Bawn ;  or,  The  Grand  Oneftion 
debated,  in  Vol.  IX-  p-  24- 

|  A  field  not  far  from  the  deanry  houfe,  which  Dr 
Swift  incloicd  at  a  great  expense,  with  a  fine  Acme-Tall 

fined 
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I  think  Lady  Dun's  burning  would  be  an  ad- 
mirable fubje£l,  to  (hew  how  hateful  an  animal 
a  human  creature  is,  that  is  known  to  have  ne- 
ver done  any  good  :  The  rabble  all  rejoicing, 
&c.  which  they  would  not  have  done  at  any 
misfortune  to  a  man  known  to  be  charitable. 

I  wifh  you  could  get  in  with  the  Primate,  on 
the  account  of  fome  difcourfe  about  you  here 
to-day  with  Whaley  and  Walmfley.  Whaley 
goes  to  Dublin  on  Monday  next,  in  order  for 
England.  I  would  have  you  fee  him.  I  fancy 
you  may  do  fome  good  with  the  Primate,  as  to 
the  firft  good  vacant  fchool,  if  you  wheedle  him, 
and  talk  a  little  Whiggifhly. 

LETTER      CCCCXXX. 

MR  POPE  TO   DR  SHERIDAN. 
SIR, 

I  THANK  you  kindly  for  the  news  of  the  Dean 
of  St  Patrick's,   for  your  Perfius,  for  every 
thing  in  your  letter.     I  will  ufe  my  warmeft  en- 
deavours  to   ferve  Dr  Whaley  *.     Befides  his 
own  merit,   the  demerit  of  his  antagonift  goes 
into  the  fcale,  and  the  Dean  tells  me  he  is  co-" 
adjutant  of  that  fool  Smedley  f.    You  muf:  lavt 
M  3  fft*'t 

lined  with  brick;  againft  which  he  planted  vines,  and 
the  beft  chcfen  fruit  tiees,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dean  of 
St  Patrick's  for  the  time  being. 

*   An  eminent  clergyman  of  the  diocefe  of  Armaph. 

"t  Dean  of  Femes.  £ec  An  excellent  ne\y  ballad,  £r, 
in  Vol.  IX-  p.  33. 
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feenf  but  you  cannot  have-read,  what  he  has  lately 
publifhed  againft  our  friend  and  me.  The  only 
pleafure  a  bad  writer  can  give  me,  he  has  given, 
that  of  being  abufed  with  my  betters  and  my 
friends.  I  am  much  pleafed  with  mod  of  the 
Intelligencers  * ;  but  I  am  a  little  piqued  at  the 
author  of  them,  for  not  once  doing  me  the  ho- 
nour of  a  mention  upon  fo  honourable  an  occa- 
fion  as  being  flandered  by  the  dunces,  together 
with  my  friend  the  Dean,  who  is  properly  the 
author  of  the  Dunciad.  It  had  never  been  M  rit 
but  at  his  requeft,  and  for  his  deafnefs  f  •,  for  had 
he  been  able  to  converfe  with  me,  do  you  think 
I  had  ufed  my  time  fo  ill  ?  I  will  not  trouble 
you  with  amendments  to  fo  imperfect  an  edition 
as  is  now  publifhed  :  you'll  foon  fee  a  better, 
with  a  full  and  true  commentary,  fetting  all  mil- 
takes  right,  and  branding  none  but  our  own  cat- 
tle. Some  very  good  epigrams  on  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Dunciad,  have  been  fent  me  from  Oxford, 
and  others  of  the  London  authors.  If  I  had  an 
amanuenfis,  (which  is  a  thing  neither  I  nor  my 
common  trifles  are  worth),  you  mould  have  them 
with  this.  If  your  univerfity  or  town  have  pro- 
duced any  on  this  fubjeft,  pray  fend  them  me, 
or  keep  them  at  leaft  together,  for  another  day 
they  may  all  meet. 

*  Though  this  letter  is  not  dated,  it  appears  by  the 
mention  here  made  of  the  Intelligencers,  to  be  M-ritten. 
•hi  1728;  and  by  the  Dean's  libelling  thelady,  to  be  -while 
iic  was  at  Sir  Arthur's,  where  he  wrote  Hamilton's  Bawn. 

t  See  this  compliment  elegantly  returned  in  a  poem 
addrdTed  to  Mr  Pope,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  248. 
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I  have  writ  to  the  Dean  juft  now  by  Mr  El- 
rington,  who  charges  himfelf  with  this;  and 
have  inferted  a  hint  or  two  of  his  libelling  the 
lady  of  the  family ;  in  as  innocent  a  manner  as  he 
does  it,  he  will  hardly  fufpecl  I  had  any  infor- 
mation of  it. 

Though  I  am  a  very  ill  correfpondent,  I  (hall 
at  all  times  be  glad  to  have  the  favour  of  a  line 
from  you.  My  eye-fight  is  bad,  my  head  often 
in  pain,  my  time  ftrangely  taken  up.  Were  I 
my  own  mafter,  (which  I  thank  God  I  yet  am  in 
all  points  but  one,  where  humanity  only  con- 
ftrains  me),  I  would  infallibly  fee  Ireland  before 
I  die.  But  whether  that,  or  many  other  of  my 
little,  though  warm  defigns,  will  ever  take  effect, 
Caliginofa  nocle  premit  Dens  ! 

I  am  (where-ever  I  am)   the  Dean's,   and  the 
Dean's  friends,  and  confequently  faithfully, 
S  I  R, 

Your  affectionate  fe.rvant, 
.    A.    POPE. 


LETTER     CCCCXXXI. 

DR   SWIFT   TO   MR  WORRALL. 

Sept.  28.  1728. 

I  II  AD  all  the  letters  given  me  by  my  fervant : 
fo  tell  Mrs  Brent  *  and  Dr  Sheridan  ;   and 
I  thank  you  for  the  great  care  you  had  in  the 

commiflions 
*  Hishoufe-keeper» 
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commifllons  I  troubled  you  with.  "We  have  a 
defign  upon  Sheridan.  He  fent  us  in  print  a 
ballad  upon  Ballyfpellin,  in  which  he  has  em- 
ployed all  the  rhimes  he  could  find  to  that  word ; 
but  we  have  found  fifteen  more,  and  employed 
them  in  abufing  his  ballad  and  Ballyfpellin  too. 
I  here  fend  you  a*copy,  and  defire  you  will  get  it 
printed  privately,  and  publiflied  *.  I  am  ever 
your's,  &c. 


LETTER      CCCCXXXII. 

Bathy  Nov.  12.  1728. 

I  HAVE  pafled  fix  weeks  in  queft  of  health, 
and  found  it  not :  but  I  found  the  folly  of 
folicitude  about  it  in  a  hundred  inftances  ;  the 
contrariety  of  opinions  and  practices,  the  inabi- 
lity of  phyficians,  the  blind  obedience  of  fome 
patients,  and  as  blind  rebellion  of  others.  I  be- 
lieve, at  a  certain  time  of  life,  men  are  either 
fools  "or  phyficians  for  themfelves,  and  zealots 
or  divines  for  themfelves. 

It  was  much  in  my  hopes  that  you  intended 
us  a  winter's  vifit ;  but  laft  week  I  repented  that 
wifh,  having  been  alarmed  with  a  report  of  your 
lying  ill  on  the  road  from  Ireland ;  from  which 
I  am  juft  relieved,  by  an  affurance  that  you  are 

ilill  at  Sir  A 's  planting  and  building  ;   two 

things  that  I  envy  you  for,  befides  a  third,  which 
is  the  fociety  of  a  valuable  lady.     I  conclude, 

(though 
*  Sec  the  verfes  in  Vol.  XIV.  Swift's  works,  Svo  edition. 
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(though  I  know  nothing  of  it),  that  you  quarref 
with  her,  aad  ahufe  her  every  day,  if  fhe  is  fo. 
I  wonder  I  hear  of  no  lampoons  upon  her,  either 
made  by  yourfelf,  or  by  others,  becaufe  you  e- 
fteem  her.  I  think  it  a  vaft  pleafure,  that  when- 
ever two  people  of  merit  regard  one  another,  fo 
many  fcoundrels  envy  and  are  angry  at  them  : 
It  is  bearing  teftimony  to  a  merit  they  cannot 
reach  ;  and  if  you  knew  the  infinite  content  I 
have  received  of  late,  at  the  finding  your's  and 
my  name  conftantly  united  in  any  filly  fcandal, 
I  think  you  would  go  near  to  flng,  lo  triumphe  ! 
and  celebrate  my  happiuefs  in  verfe  j  and  I  be- 
lieve, if  you  won't,  I  (hall.  The  infcription  to 
the  Dunciad  is  now  printed,  and  inferted  in  the 
poem.  Do  you  care  I  ihould  fay  any  thing  far- 
ther how  much  that  poem  is  your's  ?  fince  cer- 
tainly without  you  it  had  never  been.  Would 
to  God  we  were  together  for  the  reft  of  our 
lives  !  The  whole  weight  of  fcribblers  would 
juft  ferve  to  find  us  amuiement,  and  not  more. 
I  hope  you  are  too  well  employed  to  mind  them. 
Every  flick  you  plant,  and  every  ftone  you  lay, 
is  to  fome  purpofe  ;  but  the  bufmefs  of  fuch 
lives  as  theirs  is  but  to  die  daily,  to  labour,  and 
raife  nothing.  I  only  wifh  we  could  comfort 
each  other  under  our  bodily  infirmities;  and  let 
thofe  who  have  fo  great  a  mind  to  have  more  wit 
than  v/e,  win  it  and  wear  it.  Give  us  but  eafe, 
health,  peace,  and  fair  weather;  I  think  it 
is  the  beft  wifh  in  the  world,  and  you  know 
•whofe  it  was.  If  I  lived  in  Ireland,  I  fear  the 

wet 
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\vet  climate  would  endanger  more  than  my  life, 
my  humour  and  health,  I  am  fo  atmofpherical  a 
creature. 

I  muil  not  omit  acquainting  you,  that  what 
you  heard  of  the  words  fpoken  of  you  in  the 
drawing-room,  was  not  true.  The  fayings  of 
princes  are  generally  as  ill  related  as  the  fayings 
of  wits.  To  fuch  reports  little  of  our  regard 
ihould  be  given,  and  lefa  of  our  conduct  influen- 
ced by  them. 


LETTER      CCCCXXXIII. 

DR  SWIFT   TO   MR  WALLIS. 

SIR,  Market-hill '* ,  Nov.  16.  1718. 

I  AM  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind 
intention  to  the  purchafe  you  mention ;  but 
it  will  not  anfwer  my  defign,  becaufe  thefe  lands 
are  let  in  leafes  renewable  for  ever  f,  and  confe- 
quently  can  never  have  the  rent  raifed,  which  is 
mortal  to  all  eftates  left  for  ever  to  a  public  ufe, 
and  is  contrary  to  a  fundamental  maxim  of  mine  j 
and  moil  corporations  feel  the  fmart  of  it. 

I 

•  The  feat  of  Sir  Arthur  Achefon,  where  the  Dean  paf- 
fed  two  fummers-  He  had  a  farm  near  it,  which  was  let 
to  him  by  Sir  Arthur,  called  afterwards  Drapier's  Hill. 
See  fome  verfes  on  that  fiibject. 

f  Accordingly,  in  his  will,  by  which  he  devifed  his 
fortune  to  the  building  and  endowing  an  hofpital  for  lu- 
natics, he-  reftrained  his  executors  from  purchafing  any 
lands  that  were  "  encumbered  with  leafes  for  lives  re- 
"  viewable." 
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I  have  been  here  feveral  months  to  amufe  me 
in  my  diforders  of  giddinefs  *  and  deafnefs,  of 
which  I  have  frequent  returns — and  I  mall  hard- 
Jy  return  to  Dublin  till  Chriftmas. 

I  am  truly  grieved  at  your  great  lofs  f.  Such 
misfortunes  feetn  to  break  the  whole  fcheme  of 
a  man's  life  ;  and  although  time  may  leflen  for- 
row,  yet  it  cannot  hinder  a  man  from  feeling  the 
want  of  fo  near  a  companion,  nor  hardly  fupply 
it  with  another  J.  I  wifti  you  health  and  happi- 
nefs,  and  that  the  pledge  §  left  you  may  prove  a 
comfort.  I  am,  with  great  fmcerity, 

Your  moft  obliged  and 

mofl  humble  fervant, 

J.    SWIFT. 


LETTER 


*  This  cUforder,  which,  with  intermiflions,  purfued 
Lim  till  it  feemed  to  complete  its  conqueft,  by  rendering 
him  the  exatft  image  of  one  of  his  own  Stuldbrugs,  Lord 
Orrery  often  heard  him  afcribe  to  a  forfeit,  occafioned 
by  eatino-  an  immoderate  quantity  of  fruit  at  Sir  William 
Temple's  in  1991. 

*-  The  death  of  Mrs  Wallis. 

t  This  fcntimenr,  no  doubt,  came  from  the  writer's 
heart.  Stella,  the  incomparable  Stella,  was  then  no 
more. 

§  It  appears  by  a  letter  from  Swift  to  Ben-  Tooke,  his 
bookfeller,  dated  Dublin,  June  29  17 'O,  that  Mi-  Tho- 
mas Swift  (his  "  little  parfon-coufin,"  as  the  Dean  flyls« 
him)  affsfted  to  be  thought  author  of  the  "  Tali  of  a. 
Tub"  This  will  acconnt  for  Swift's  diflike  of  him. 
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LETTER      CCCCXXXiV. 

MR  GAY   TO   DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  London,  Dec.  2.  1728. 

I  THINK  this  is  my  fourth  letter ;  I  am  fure  it 
is  the  third,  without  any  anfwer.  If  I  had 
any  affurance  of  your  health,  I  mould  have  been 
more  eafy.  I  mould  have  wrote  to  you  upon  this 
fubje&  above  a  month  ago,  had  it  not  been  for  a 
report  that  you  were  upon  your  road  in  your  way 
to  England,  which  I  fear  now  was  without  foun- 
dation. Lord  and  Lady  Bolingbroke  are  in  town  : 
She  hath  been  lately  very  ill,  but  is  now  fome- 
what  better.  I  have  had  a  very  fevere  attack  of 
a  fever,  which,  by  the  care  of  our  friend  Dr  Ar- 
buthnott,  hath,  I  hope,  almoft  left  me.  I  have 
been  confined  about  ten  days,  but  never  to  .my 
bed  ;  fo  that  I  hope  foon  to  get  abroad  about  my 
bufinefs,  that  is,  the  care  of  the  fecond  part  of  the 
Beggar's  Opera,  which  was  almoil  ready  for  re- 
hearfal ;  but  Ptich  received  the  Duke  of  Graf- 
ton's  commands  (upon  an  information  that  he 
was  rehearfing  a  play  not  proper  to  be  reprefent- 
ed)  not  to  rehearfe  any  new  play  whatever,  till 
his  Grace  hath  feen  it.  What  will  become  of 
it,  I  know  not ;  but  I  am  fure  I  have  writ  no- 
thing that  can  be  legally  fupprefTed,  unlefs  the 
fetting  vices  in  general  in  an  odious  light,  and 
virtue  in  an  amiable  one,  may  give  offence.  I 
paffed  five  or  fix  months  this  year  at  the  Bath 

with 
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with  the  Dutchefs  of  Marlborough  ;  and  then, 
in  the  view  of  taking  care  of  myfelf,  writ  this 
piece.  If  it  goes  on,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  I  have 
taken  care  to  make  better  bargains  for  myfelf: 
I  tell  you  this,  becaufe  I  know  you  are  fo  good 
as  to  intereft  yourfelf  fo  warmly  in  my  affairs, 
that  it  is  what  you  would  want  to  know.  I  faw 
Mr  Pope  on  Friday,  who,  as  to  his  health,  is  juft 
as  you  left  him.  Dr  Arbuthnott  particularly  de- 
fires  his  compliments;  and  Mrs  Howard  often 
afks  after  you.  Prince  Frederick  is  expected  o- 
ver  this  week.  I  hope  to  go  abroad  in  two  or 
three  days.  I  wifli  1  could  meet  you,  either  a- 
broad  or  at  home. 


LETTER      CCCCXXXV. 

******      TODRSWIFT. 

SIR,  Montrofe,  Dtc.  17.  1728, 

SOME  people  here  having  flattered  me  that  I 
have  a  genius  for  poetry,  and  my  circum- 
flances  a  little  favouring  it,  I  have  refolved  to 
turn  my  thoughts  that  way  :  I  have  already  tried 
my  talent  on  fome  little  amufements,  and  have 
had  the  pleafure  in  fecret  to  fee  them  pretty  well 
received ;  but  few  here  being  much  converfant 
in  that  ftudy,  can  be  proper  judges  ;  and  as  1 
would  not  venture  my  character  abroad  in  the 
world  without  the  advice  of  thofe  who  have  fuc- 
ceeded  in  it,  I  thought  I  could  not  more  proper- 
ty apply  than  to  you,  who  have  been  pretty  hap- 
VOL.  XVI.  N  py 
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py  that  way.  What  I  mean  is,  that  you  would 
be  pleafed  to  furnifh  me  with  a  theme  to  try  my 
genius  with  what  rules  you  may  think  neceffary. 
I  expect  your  compliance  with  this,  as  it  is  the 
firft,  at  lead  of  this  nature,  you  ever  had  from 
this  place ;  and  as  foon  as  it  is  finifhed,  you  may 
expect  a  copy  of  the  performance  from,  Sir, 

your  moft  humble  fervant, 

#  #  #  *  #    i 

LETTER      CCCCXXXVI. 

LADY  JOHNSON  $  TO    DR  SWIFT. 

[March  33.  1729.] 

.    To  the  Revd  the  Dean  of  St  Patrick's. 

HOND  SR 

I  A  M  a  Huckfter  and  Lives  in  Strand-Street, 
&  has  dealings  with  feveral  familys,  a  fatur- 
day  Night  a  Cafe  of  inftruments  ||  was  fent  me 
in  pawn  by  a  Certain  perfon  in  Mary's  Street, 
for  two  Rowls  a  print  of  Butter  four  Herrings 
and  three  Nagins  of  ftrong  Waters,  My  fofter 
brother  who  plys  about  that  End  of  the  town, 
tells  me,  he  wanft  faw  it  in  your  hand,  fearing 

Hawkins's 

f  As  this  letter  feems  to  have  been  written  by  fom:  ve- 
ry young  adventurer  in  poetry,  -we  chufe  to  fupprefs  the 
name  at  prcfent,  efpecially  as  \ve  cannot  tell  Mhat  ?n- 
f\ver  he  received  from  Dr  Swift,  or  vhethor  atrerwartl.s 
he  applied  himfelf  with  fuccefs  to  Apollo  and  the  mufss. 

\  1  hus  imlorfed  by  Dr  fiwift:  "  Tht  beil  letter  I  ever 
read." 

1|  It  5s  not  unlikely  tins  MMS  a  preft-nt  of  a  cafe  of  ia- 
ftrumcnis  from  Lady  Johnfon  to  the  Doclor. 
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Hawkins's  *  whip  I  fend  it  to  you,  and  will  take 
an  Other  Courle  TO  get  My  Money,  fo  I  remain 
your  Hon'rs  Humble  Sarv1  to  Command. 

ye  30  MARTHA  SHARP. 


LETTER      CCCCXXXVII. 

TO   MR  POPE. 

SIR,  March  6.  1728-9. 

IF  I  am  not  a  good  correfpondent,  I  have  bad 
health  ;  and  that  is  as  good.  I  pafied«eight 
months  in  the  country,  with  Sir  Arthur  and 
my  Lady  Achefon,  and  had  at  leaft  half  a  dozen 
returns  of  my  giddinefs  and  deafnefs,  which 
lafted  me  about  three  weeks  a-piece  ;  and,  among 
other  inconveniencies,  hindered  me  from  vi- 
fiting  my  Chapter,  and  punifhing  enormities, 
but  did  not  fave  me  the  charges  of  a  vifitation- 
dinner.  This  diforder  neither  hinders  my  fleep- 
ing,  nor  much  my  walking,  yet  is  the  moft  mor- 
tifying malady  I  can  fuffer.  I  have  been  juft 
a  month  in  town,  and  have  juft  got  rid  of  it  in 
a  fortnight ;  and  when  it  is  on  me,  I  have 
neither  fpirits  to  write,  or  read,  or  think,  or 
eat.  But  I  drink  as  much  as  I  like  ;  which  is  a 
refource  you  cannot  fly  to  whenjou  are  ill.  And 
I  like  it  as  little  as  you  :  But  I  can  bear  a  pint 
better  than  you  can  a  fpoonful.  You  were  very 
kind  iu  your  care  for  Mr  Whalley  j  but  I  hope; 
N  2  you 

*  Hawkins  was  keeper  of  Newgate. 
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you  remembered,  that  Daniel  is  a  damnabl« 
poet,  and  confequently  a  public  enemy  to  man- 
kind. But  I  defpife  the  Lords  decree,  which  ii 
a  jeft  upon  common  fenfe  :  For  what  did  it 
fignify  to  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  whether 
George  the  Old  or  the  Young  were  on  the 
throne  ? 

I  intended  to  pafs  laft  winter  in  England,, 
but  my  health  faid  no;  and  I.  did  dcfign 
to  live  a  gentleman,  and,  as  Sancho's  wife  faid, 
to  go  in  my  coach  to  court.  I  know  not  whe- 
ther you  are  in  earneft  to  come  hither  in  fpringt 
If  ndt,  pray  God  you  may  never  be  in  jeft.  Dr 
Delany  (hall  attend  you  at  Chefter,  and  your  a- 
partment  is  ready  ;  and  I  have  a  moft  excellent 
chaife,  and  about  fixteen  dozen  of  the  beft  cy- 
der in  the  world;  and  you  mail  command  the- 
town  and  kingdom,  and  digito  monftrarit  &c. 
And  when  I  cannot  hear,  you  mail  have  choice 
of  the  beft  people  we  can  afford,  to  hear  you, 
and  nurfes  enough  ;  and  your  apartment  is  on 
the  funny  fide. 

The  next  paragraph  ftrikes  me  dumb.  You 
fay  I  am  to  blame,  if  I  refufe  the  opportunity  of 
going  with  my  Lady  Bolingbroke  to  Aix  la  Cha- 
pelle.  I  muft  tell  you,  that  a  foreign  language 
is  mortal  to  a  deaf  man.  I  muft  have  good  ears 
to  catch  up  the  words  of  fo  nimble  a  tongued 
race  as  the  French,  having  been  a  dozen  years 
without  converfing  among  them.  Mr  Gay  is  a 
fcandal  to  all  lufty  young  fellows  witb  healthy 
countenances  ;  and  I  think  he  is  not  intempe- 
rate 
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rate  in  a  phyfical  fenfe.  I  am  told  he  has  an 
afthma,  which  is  a  difeafe  I  commiferate  more 
than  deafnefs,  becaufe  it  will  not  leave  a  man 
quiet  either  fieeping  or  waking.  I  hope  he  does 
not  intend  to  print  his  Opera  *  before  it  is  act- 
ed ;  for  I  defy  all  your  fubfcriptions  to  amount 
to  800 1.  And  yet  I  believe  he  loft  as  much 
more  for  want  of  human  prudence: 

I  told  yqu  fome  time  ago,  that  I  was  dwin- 
dled to  a  writer  of  libels  on  the  lady  of  the  fa- 
mily where  I  lived,  and  upon  myfelf ;  but  they 
never  went  further  :    And  my  Lady  Achefon 
made  me  give  her  up  ail   the   foul  copies,  and 
never  gave  the  fair  ones   cut  of  her  hands,  or 
fuffered  them  to  be  copied.     They  were  fome- 
times   fhewn  to    intimate  friends,    to  occafion 
mirth,    and   that  was  all.     So  that  I  am  vexed 
at  your  thinking  I  had  any  hand  in  what  could 
come  to  your  eyes.     I  have  fome  confufed  no- 
tion of  feeing  a  paper  called  Sir  Ralph  the  Pa- 
triot,   but  am  fure  it  was  bad  or  indifferent ; 
and  as  to  the  lady  at  quadrille,   I  never  heard  of 
it.     Perhaps  it  may  be  the  fame  with  a  paper  of 
verfes,    called  the  Journal  of  a  Dublin  Lady, 
which  I  writ  at  Sir  Arthur  Achefon's  j  and,  lea- 
ving out  what  concerned  the  family,  I  font  it  to 
be  printed  in  a  paper  which   Dr  Sheridan  had 
engaged  in,  called  the  Intelligencer,  of  which 
he  had  made  bat  forry  work,  and  then  dropt  it. 
But  the  verfes  were  printed  by  themfelves,    and 
moft  horridly  mangled  in  the  prefs,  and 
N  3 

*   The  ft't-ond  r.aj-t  of  ihe  Beggar's  Opera. 
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very  mediocre  in  themfelves ;  but  did  well  e» 
nough  in  the  manner  I  mentioned,  of  a  family- 
jeft.  I  do  fincerely  allure  you,  tlrat  my  frequent 
old  diforder,  and  the  fcene  where  I  am,  and 
the  humour  I  am  in,  and  fome  other  reafons 
which  time  hath  (hewn,  and  will  fhew  more  if 
I  live,  have  lowered  my  fmall  talents  with  a 
vengeance,  and  cooled  my  difpofition  to  put 
them  in  ufe.  I  want  only  to  be  rich,  for  I  am 
bard  to  be  pleafed  j  and,  for  want  of  riches, 
people  grow  every  day  lefs  folicitous  to  pleafe 
me.  Therefore  I  keep  humble  company,  who 
are  happy  to  come  where  they  can  get  a  bottle 
of  wine  without  paying  for  it.  I  give  my  vicar 
a  fupper,  and  his  wife  a  Shilling,  to  play  with 
me  an  hour  at  back-gammon  once  a-fortnight. 
To  all  people  of  quality,  and  efpecially  of  titles, 
I  am  not  within  j  or,  at  leaft,  am  deaf  a  week 
or  two  after  I  am  well.  But  on  Sunday-even- 
ings, it  cofts  me  fix  bottles  of  wine  to  people 
whom  I  cannot  keep  out.  Pray  come  over  in 
April,  if  it  be  only  to  convince  you  that  I  tell 
you  no  lies,  and  the  journey  will  be  certainly 
for  your  health.  Mrs  Brent,  my  houfe-keeper, 
famous  in  print  for  digging  out  the  great  bottle, 
fays  me  will  be  your  nurfej'and  the  beft  phy- 
ficians  we  have  (hall  attend  you  without  fees ; 
although,  I  believe,  you  will  have  no  occafion 
But  to  converfe  with  one  or  two  of  them  to 
make  them  proud. 

Your  letter  came  but  laft  poft,  and  you  fee  my 
I  am  unluckly  at  every  thing  I  fend 

to 
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to  England.  Two  bottles  of  ufquebaugh  were 
broken.  Well,  my  humble  iervice  to  my  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  Lord  Bathurft,  Lord  Mafliam  and 
his  lady,  my  dear  friend,  and  Mr  Pulteney,  and 
the  Doctor,  and  Mr  Lewis,  and  our  fickly  friend 
Gay,  and  my  Lady  Bolingbroke  j.  and  very  much 
to  Patty  *,  who  I  hope  will  learn  to  love  the 
world  lefs,  before  the  world  leaves  off  to  love 
her.  I  am  much  concerned  to  hear  of  my  Lord 
Peterborow  being  ill.  I  am  exceedingly  his 
fervant,  and  pray  God  recover  his  health.  As  for 
your  courtier  Mrs  Howard,  and  her  miflrefs,  I 
have  nothing  to  fay,  but  that  they  have  neither 
memory  nor  manners,  elfe  I  mould  have  fome 
maik  of  the  former  from  the  latter,  which  I  was 
promifed  above  two  years  ago  :  Butfince  I  made- 
them  a  prefent,  it  would  be  mean  to  remind 
them.  I  am  told  poor  Mrs  Pope  is-ill  :  Pray  God 
preferve  her  to  you,  or  raife  you  up  as  ufeful  a 
friend. 

This  letter  is  an  anfwer  to  Mr  Ford,  whofe 
hand  I  miftook  for  your's,  having  not  heard  from 
him  this  twelvemonth.  Therefore  you  are  not 
to  flare  ;  and  it  muft  not  be  loft,  for  it  talks  to 
you  only. 

Again,  forgive  my  blunders  :  For,  reading  the 
letter  by  candle-light,  and  not  dreaming  of  a 
letter  from  Mr  Ford,  I  thought  it  mufl  be  your's, 
becaufe  it  talks  of  our  friends. 

The  letter  talks  of  Gay  and  Mr  Whalley,  and 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  which  made  me  conclude  it 

muft 

•  Patty  Blount. 
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muft  be  your's  :   So  all  the  anfwering  part  muft 
go  for  nothing. 

LETTER      CCCC-XXXVIII. 

TRASCIS  GEOGEGHAN,     ESQJ    TO   DR  SWIFT. 

SIRj  March  10.  1728. 

YOUR  time  is  precious,  your  curiofity  not 
very  fmall,  my  efteem  of  you  very  great  j 
therefore  come  not  within  the  wails  of  the  four 
courts  in  hopes  of  hearing  a  matrimonial  decree 
in  this  reign  -,  for  on  Monday,  (viz.)  that  is  to  fay, 
the  loth  of  thisinftant  March  1728,  his  Excel- 
lency Thomas  Windham,  Efq  ;  Lord  High-  chan- 
cellor of  Ireland  pronounced,  after  your  back  was 
turned,  and  not  with  the  afliflance  of  the  two 
chiefs,  his  decree  in  the  cafe  of  Stewart  v.  Stew- 
art, on  A.  Powell,  to  this  effect :  He  faid  there 
was  a  full  confent  till  fuch  time  as  the  draught 
of  the  fettlement  was  fent  down  to  Mrs  Stewart, 
to  be  confidered  by  her  and  her  friends  ;  and  af- 
ter fhe  had  confidered  it,  (he  fhall  not  be  at  li- 
berty to  make  any  objections  j  for  all  reftriclions 
of  marriage  are  odious  in  the  civil  law,  and  not 
favoured  by  the  common  law,  efpecially  after  the 
age  of  one  and  twenty;  therefore  marry  they 
may,  and  let  Mr  Nutley  *  be  a  lawyer  for  Mrs 
Rebecca  Stewart,  the  plaintiff,  to  take  care  of 
the  fettlement  for  her  advantage,  and  let  Powell 

chufc 
*  Mr  Nutley  had  been  a  judge  iii  Oueeii  Aniic's  time. 
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chufe  another  lawyer  forhimfelf;  though,  by 
the  bye,  Mr  Nutley  would  ferve  for  both  j  and  it 
is  not  neceflary  to  inquire  what  Powell  makes  by 
his  practice,  although  he  allured  the  mother  it 
amounted  to  one  thoufand  four  hundred  pounds 
per~annum. 

Ovid,  'tis  true,  fuccefsfully  imparts 
The  rules  to  (leal  deluded  virgins  hearts  ; 
But  Oh  !  ye  fair  ones,  pious  Nutley's  ikill    ^ 
Inftrufts  you  to  elude,  by  magick  bill,         > 
The  laws  of  God,  and  gratify  your  will.       \ 
You  will,  I  hope,  excufe  this  liberty  in  one, 
\vho,   to  refcnt  the  indignity  offered  to  you  by 
Ram's  coachman  *,  made  him  drunk  foon  after 
at  Gorey,   which  fo  incenfed  the  aforefaid  Ram, 
that  he  difcharged  him   his  fervice,    and  he  is 
now  fo  reduced,   that  he  has  no  other  way  of 
getting  his  bread  but  by  crying  in  this  city,  "  Ha* 
*f  you  any  dirt  to  carry  out  ?"  I  am,  Sir,  your  fin- 
cere  friend  and  humble  fervant, 

FRANCIS  GEOGEGHAN. 


LETTER    CCCCXXXIX. 

FLOWER,    ESQJ  f    TO    DR   SWIFT. 

SIR,  Ajlbrook,  March  i  3.  17x8-9. 

AS  I  have  been  honoured  with  fome  of  your 
letters,  and  as  you  are  my  old  acquaint- 
ance, though  to  my  forrow  not  intimately,  fo  I 

'  truft 

•  VM-    Intelligencer,   No.  2. 

f  Afterwards  Lord  Cailledurrow, 
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truft  you  \vill  pardon  this  prefumption.  Per- 
haps you  may  be  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  what  title  I 
have  to  an  old  acquaintance  with  you  ;  but  as 
feveral  little  accidents  make  indelible  imprefiions 
upon  the  minds  of  fchool-boys,  near  thirty  years 
ago,  when  I  was  one,  I  remember  I  was  com- 
mitted to  your  care  from  Sheene  to  London  : 
We  took  water  at  Morelake  ;  the  commander  of 
the  little  fldff  was  very  drunk  and  infolent,  put 
us  afhore  at  Hammerfmith,  yet  infifted,  with 
very  abufive  language,  on  his  fare,  which  you 
courageouily  refufed  ;  the  mob  gathered;  I  ex- 
pedted  to  fee  your  gown  ftript  off,  and,  for  want 
of  a  blanket,  to  take  a  flight  with  you  in  it  j  but 

Turn  piefate  gravem  ac  meritisjt  forte  virum  quern 
Confpexereyjiient)  arreft'fque  auribus  aftant  : 
Hie  re  git  diRis  animosy  et  pettora  muled. 

Virg.  jEn.  I.  155. 

"By  your  powerful  eloquence  you  faved  your  ba- 
con and  money,  and  we  happily  proceeded  on 
our  journey.  But  it  is  not  an  inclination  pure- 
ly to  tell  you  this  old  ftory,  which  perfuades  me 
to  write.  A  friend  from  Dublin  lately  obliged 
me  with  a  very  entertaining  paper,  intitled  The 
Intelligencer;  it  is  numbered  20,  a  pofthumous 
•work  of  Neftor  Ironfide  ;  a  correfpondent  men- 
tioning thefe  papers  in  a  letter,  raifed  my  curio- 
fity,  with  the  fpecimen  I  had  of  them,  to  read 
the  reft.  For  my  part,  I  have  buried  myfelf  in 
the  country,  and  know  little  of  the  world,  but 
•what  I  learn  from  news-papers ;  you  who  live 

fo 
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fo  much  in  it,  and  from  other  more  convincing' 
proofs,  I  am  fatisfied  are  acquainted  with  the  In- 
telligencer. I  xvifli  his  zeal  could  promote  the 
welfare  of  his  poor  country,  but  I  fear  his  labour 
is  in  vain. 

The  miferies  of  the  North,  as  represented,  de- 
mand the  utmoit  compaflion,  and  mull  foften  the 
malice  of  the  moft  bitter  enemy  j  I  hope  they, 
\vhofe  interefl  it  is,  if  they  rightly  confidered  it, 
to  relieve  thofe  miferable  wretches,  will  redrefs 
fo  public  a  calamity ;  to  which  if,  as  I  have  heard, 
fome  of  the  clergy,  by  exacting  of  tithes,  have 
contributed,  they  deferve  as  great  cenfure,  as  a. 
certain  Dean,  who  lends  feveral  fums  without 
interefl  to  his  poor  parifhioners,  has  gained  cre- 
dit and  honour  by  his  charitable  beneficence. 
Bad  men,  to  be  fure,  have  crept  in,  and  are  of 
that  facred  and  learned  order ;  the  blacked  of 
crimes,  forgery,  treafon,  and  blafphemy,  recently 
prove  this :  fuch  mould  be  fpued  out  of  it  with 
the  utmoft  contempt,  and  punifhed  according  to 
their  demerit  with  fevere  juftice.  If  this  allega- 
tion be  true,  I  hope  to  fee  them  cenfured  by  the 
Intelligencer,  and  recommend  to  him  the  words  of 
Jeremiah  to  expatiate  upon,  c.  x.  v.  2 1 .  c.  xii.  v.  i  c, 
ii.  1  imagine  the  poor  widow  *,  his  printer,  is  in 
danger  of  punifhment ;  fhe  fuffered  very  cruelly 
for  the  Drapier's  works  ;  I  hope  feveral  contribu- 
ted to  eafe  her  misfortunes  on  that  occafion  ;  I 
confefs  I  am  forry  I  did  not,  but  if  you  will  give 
her  a  piece  of  gold,  not  in  my  name  I  beg,  being 

unwilling 

.     *  Mrs  Harding. 
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unwilling  to  vaunt  of  chanty,  but  as  from  a  friend 
of  your's,  I  (hall  by  the  firft  fafe  hand  fend  one  ; 
m  return  I  expect  the  Drapier's  Works  entire. 

I  am  forry,  that,  for  the  benefit  of  the  ladies, 
the  author  has  not  given  us  the  Ehglifh  of 

Jlfattts  doceri  gaitdet  lonicos 
Matura  Virgo. 

Not  having  Creech's  Horace,  a  gentleman  pre- 
vailed on  me  to  attempt  tranfiating  of  it  in  a 
couple  of  diftichs  j  the  fcience  which  the  com- 
pound Englifh  and  Greek  word  fignifies,  little 
concerns  a  widower  ;  but  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee 
it  improved  by  good  proficients  in  the  lonick  jigg. 
I  own,  in  my  little  reading,  I  never  met  with 
this  word,  which  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  paflage 
on  the  Thames.  My  younger  uncle,  the  grave  Mr 
Flower,  his  wife  and  mine,  and  Parfon  Dingle, 
one  day  made  the  tour  of  the  city :  We  faw 
Bedlam,  the  lions,  and  what  not  ?  and  finiflied 
with  a  view  of  that  noble  engine  under  London 
Bridge :  Then  we  took  water  for  Whitehall ; 
rowed  very  filently  to  oppofite  the  glafs-houfe, 
where  a  dyer,  his  boat  at  an  anchor,  was  angling  ; 
Poor  Jack  unfortunately  aiked,  addrefling  him- 
felf  to  our  waterman,  What  that  man  was  fifhing 

for  ?   The  wag  anfwered  very  brifk,    For , 

Mailer  will  you  buy  any  ?  You  are  a  man  of  too 
much  humour  not  to  be  pleafed  with  the  reply. 
I  never  can  think  of  it  without  a  laugh  ;  and  am 
fure  need  not  defcribe  the  fcene  to  you.  He  is 
fmce  called  in  our  family  by  the  name  of  Jack 
Fiflier. 

LETTER 
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LETTER      CCCCXL. 

MR   GAY.  TO   DR  SWIFT. 

From  the  Duke  of  Queenfbsrry's 

in  Burlington-Gardens. 
DEAR  SIR,  March  1 8,  1728-9. 

I  HAVE  writ  to  you  feveral  times  ;  and  having 
heard  nothing  from  you,  makes  me  fear  my 
letters  are  mifcarried.  Mr  Pope's  letter  hath 
taken  off  my  concern  in  fome  degree ;  but  I 
hope  good  weather  will  entirely  re-eftablifh  you 
in  your  health.  I  am  juft  recovered  from  the 
fevered  fit  of  ficknefs,  that  ever  any  body  had, 
who  efcaped  death.  I  was  feveral  times  given 
up  by  the  phyficians,  and  every  body  that  attend- 
ed me  ;  and,  upon  my  recoVery,  was  judged  to 
be  in  fo  ill  a  condition,  that  I  ihould  be  mifera- 
ble  for  the  remainder  of  my  life  :  but,  contrary 
to  all  expectation,  I  am  perfectly  recovered,  and 
have  no  remainder  of  the  diflempers  that  attacked 
me,  which  were  at  the  fame  time,  fever,  afthma, 
ami  pleurify.  I  am  now  in  the  Duke  of  Q^ieenf- 
berry's  houfc,  and  have  been  fo  ever  fines  I  left 
IJampftead  ;  where  I  was  carried  at  a  time,  that 
it  was  thought  I  could  not  live  a  day.  Since  my 
coming  to  town,  I  have  been  very  little  Abroad, 
the  weather  bus  been  fo  fevere. 

I  muft  acquaint  you,  (becauie  I  know  it  will 
ple.ife  you)  that  during  my  ficknefs  I  had  many 
of  the  kindeft  proofs  of  friendlhip,  particularly 

VOL.  XVI.  O  from 
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from  the  Duke  andDutchefs  of  Queenfberry,  who, 
if  I  had  been  their  neareft  relation,  and  neareft 
friend,  could  not  have  treated  me  with  more  con- 
flant  attendance  then ;  and  they  continue  the 
fame  to  me  now. 

You  muft  undoubtedly  have  heard,  that  the 
Dutchefs  took  up  my  defence  with  the  King  and 
Queen,  in  the  caufe  of  my  play,  and  that  (he 
hath  been  forbid  the  court  for  interefting  her- 
felf  to  increafe  my  fortune  by  the  publication 
of  it,  without  being  acted.  The  Duke  too 
hath  given  up  his  employments  (which  he  would 
have  done,  if  the  Dutchefs  had  not  met  with  this 
treatment)  upon  account  of  ill  ufage  from  the 
minifters ;  but  this  haftened  him  in  what  he  de- 
termined. The  play  is  now  almofl  printed, 
with  the  mufic,  words,  and  bafes,  engraved  on 
thirty-one  copper-plates,  which,  by  my  friends 
afliftance,  hath  a  probability  to  turn  greatly  to 
my  advantage.  The  Dutchefs  of  Marlborough 
hath  given  me  a  hundred  pounds  for  one  copy ; 
and  others  have  contributed  very  handfomely ; 
*but,  as  my  account  is  not  yet  fettled,  I  cannot 
tell  you  particulars.  , 

For  writing  in  the  caufe  of  virtue,  and  againft 
the  fafhicnable  vices,  I  am  looked  upon  at  pre- 
fent  as  the  mod  obnoxious  perfon  almofl  in 
England.  Mr  Pulteney  tells  me,  I  have  got  the 
ftart  of  him.  Mr  Pope  tells  me,  that  I  am  dead, 
and  that  this  obnoxioufnefs  is  the  reward  of  my 
inoffenfivenefs  in  my  former  life.  I  wifli  I  had 
a  book  ready  to  fend  you  ;  but  I  believe  I  fhatt 
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not  be  able  to  complete  the  work  till  the  latter 
end  of  next  week.  Your  money  is  ftill  in  Lord 
Bathurft's  hands  ;  but,  I  believe,  I  fhall  receive 
it  foon  :  I  wiih  to  receive  your  orders  how  to 
difpofe  of  it.  I  am  impatient  to  finifh  my  work, 
for  I  want  the  country-air  ;  net  that  I  am  ill, 
but  to  recover  my  llrength  :  And  I  cannot  leave 
the  work  till  it  is  finished.  While  I  am  writing 
this,  I  am  in  the  room  next  to  cur  dining-room, 
with  fheets  all  round  it,  and  two  people  from, 
the  binder  folding  (beets.  I  print  the  book  at 
my  own  expence,  in  quarto,  which  is  to  be  fold 
for  fix  {hillings  with  the  mufic  You  fee  I  don't 
want  induftry  •,  and  I  hope  you  will  allow  that 
I  have  not  the  word  ceconomy.  Mrs  Howard 
hath  declared  herfelf  ilrongly,  both  to  the  King 
and  Q^ieen,  as  my  advocate.  The  Dutchefs  of 
Queeniberry  is  allowed  to  have  fhewn  morefpi- 
rit,  more  honour,  and  more  goodnefs,  than, 
was  thought  poffible  in  our  times  ;  I  fhould  have 
added  too,  more  understanding  and  good  fenfe. 
You  fee  my  fortune  (as  I  hope  my  virtue  will) 
increafes  by  oppreffion.  I  go  to  no  courts  ;  I 
drink  no  wine ;  ana  am  calumniated,  even  by 
minifters  of  ftate,  and  yet  am  in  good  fpirits. 
Mod  of  the  courtiers,  though  otherwife  my 
friends,  refufed  to  contribute  to  my  undertaking. 
But  the  city  and  the  people  of  England  take  my 
part  very  warmly;  and,  I  am  told,  the  beft  of  the 
citizens  will  give  me  proofs  of  it  by  their  con- 
tributions. 

I  could  talk  to  you  a  great  deal  more,  but  I 
O  2  am 
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afn  afraid  I  {hall  write  too  much  for  you  and" 
for  myfelf.  I  have  not  writ  fo  much  together 
£nce  my  ficknefs.  I  cannot  omit  telling  you, 
that  Dr  Arbuthnott's  attendance  and  care  of  me 
fhewed  him  the  heft  of  friends.  Dr  Rollings, 
though  entirely  a  ftranger  to  me,  was  joined 
with  him,  and  ufed  me  in  the  landed  and  mort 
handfome  manner.  Mr  and  Mrs  Pulteney  were 
greatly  concerned  for  me,  vifited  me,  and  (hew- 
ed me  the  flrongeft  proofs  of  friendihip.  When 
I  fee  you  I  will  tell  you  of  others,  as  of  Mr 
Pope,  Mrs  Blount,  Mr  and  Mrs  Rollinfon, 
Lord  and  Lady  Bolingbroke,  &c.  I  think  they 
are  all  ^your  friends  and  well-wifhers.  I  hope 
you  will  love  them  the  better  upon  my  account; 
but  do  not  forget  Mr  Lewis,  nor  Lord  Bathurlt^ 
Sir  William  Wyndham,  and  Lord  Gowei,  and 
Lord  Oxford,  among  the  number. 


LETTER      CCCCXLI. 

DR  ARBUTHNOTT   TO   DR  SWIFT. 

London,  March  19.  1728-9* 

THIS  is  the  fecond  or  third  time,  dear  Sir, 
that  I  have  wrote  to  you,    without  hear- 
ing a  word  of  you  or  from  you;  only  in  general, 
that  you  are  very  much  out  of  order:  fometimes 
of  your   two  old   complaints,    the  vertjgo  and 
.4ea«fnefs,  which  I  am  very  forry  for.     The  gen- 
tleman^ 
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tieman,  who  carries  this,  hath  come  better  off 
than  I  did  imagine  :  I  ufed  my  little  intereft  as 
far  as  it  would  go,  in  his  affair.  He  will  be  able 
to  give  you  forne  account  of  your  friends,  many 
of  whom  have  been  in  great  diilrefs  this  winter 
for  John  Gay.  1  may  fay,  without  vanity,  his 
life,  under  God,  is  due  to  the  unwearied  endea- 
vours and  care  of  your  humble  fervant ;  for  a 
phyfician,  who  had  not  been  pafiionately  his 
friend,  could  not  have  faved  him.  1  had,  be- 
fides  my  perfonal  concern  for  him,  other  motives 
ef  my  care.  He  is  now  become  a  public  perfon, 
a  little  Sacheverell  5  and  1  took  the  fame  pleafurc 
in  faving  him,  as  Radcliffe  did  in  preferving  my 
Lord  Chief-juftice  Holt's  wife,  whom  he  attend- 
ed out  of  fpite  to  the  hufband,  who  wifhed  her 
dead. 

The  inoffenfive  John  Gay  is  now  become  one 
of  the  obftru&ions  to  the  peace  of  Europe,  the 
terror  of  the  minillers,  the  chief  author  of  the 
Craftfman,  and  all  thefedlticus  pamphlets  which 
have  been  publiihed  againil  the  government.  He 
has  got  feveral  turned  out  of  their  places  ;  the 
greateft  ornament  of  the  court  banifhed  from  it 
for  his  fake  ;  another  great  lady  in  danger  of  be- 
ing chaffe  likewife ;  about  fevenor  eight  dutchefles 
pufhing  forward,  like  the  ancient  c:rcumceUiones 
in  the  church,  who  fliall  fuller  martyrdom  upon 
his  account  firft.  He  is  the  darling  of  the  city. 
If  he  (houid  travel  about  the  country,  he  would 
have  hecatombs  of  roailed  oxen  facrificed  to  him, 
fince  he  became  fo  coiifpicuous.  Will.  Fulteney 
O  3  -  hangs 
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hangs  his  head,  to  fee  himfelf  fo  much  outdone 
in  the  career  of  glory.  I  hops  he  will  get  a  good 
deal  of  money  by  printing  his  play  ;  but  I  really 
believe  he  wouM  get  more  by  fhewing  his  per- 
fon  :  and,  I  can  affure  you,  this  is  the  very  iden- 
tical John  Gay,  whom  you  formerly  knew,  and 
lodged  with  in  Whitehall  two  years  ago.  I  have 
been  diverting  myfelf  with  making  an  extract 
out  of  a  hiftory,  which  will  be  printed  in  the 
year  1948.  I  wifh  I  had  your  afliftance  to  go 
through  with  it  j  for  I  can  affure  you,  it  rifeth 
to  a  very  folemn  piece  of  burlefque. 

As  to  the  condition  of  your  little  club,  it  is  not 
quite  fo  defperate  as  you  might  imagine  ;  for  Mr 
Pope  is  as  high  in  favour,  as  I  am  afraid  the  reft 
are  out  of  it.  The  King,  upon  the  perufal  of 
the  laft  edition  of  his  Dunciad,  declared  he  was 
a  very  honeft  man.  I  did  not  know  till  this  mo- 
ment, that  I  had  fo  good  an  opportunity  to  fend 
you  a  letter ;  and  now  I  know  it,  am  called  away, 
and  am  obliged  to  end  with  my  beft  wifhes  and 
refpects,  being  moft  fincerely 

Tour's,  fefr. 


LETTER      CCCCXLII. 

DR   SWIFT   TO    MR   GAY. 

Dublin,  March  19.  1729. 

I  DENY  it.     I  do   write   to  you   according  to 
the  old  ftipulation  ;  for  'when  you  kept  your 
old  company,  when  I  writ  to  one,  I  writ  to  alJ. 

But 


CORRESPONDENCE.         163 

But  I  am  ready  to  enter  into  a  new  bargain, 
fince  you  are  got  into  a  new  world,  and  will  an- 
fwer  all  your  letters.  You  are  firft  to  prefent  my 
moil  humble  refpe£b  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Queenf- 
berry,  (and  let  her  know,  that  I  never  dine  with- 
out thinking  of  her,  although  it  be  with  fome 
difficulty  that  I  can  obey  her,  when  I  dine  with 
forks  that  have  but  two  prongs,  and  when  the 
fauce  is  not  very  confident.  You  muft  likewifc 
tell  her  Grace,  that  {he  is  a  general  toaft  among 
all  honeft  folks  here,  and  particularly  at  the 
deanry,  even  in  the  face  of  my  Whig-fubje£ts. 

1  will  leave  my  money  in  Lord   Bathurft's 

hands,  and  the  management  of  it  (for  waat  of 
better)  in  your's  ;  and  pray  keep  the  intereft-mo- 
ney  in  a  bag  wrapt  up  and  fealed  by  itfelf,  for  fear 
of  your  own  fingers  under  your  careleffhefs.  Mr 
Pope  talks  of  you  as  a  perfe£t  ftranger  j  but  the 
different  purfuits,  and  manners,  and  interefts  of 
life,  as  fortune  hath  pleafed  to  difpofe  them, 
will  never  fuffer  thofe  to  live  together,  who, 
by  their  inclinations,  ought  never  to  part.  I 
hope  when  you  are  rich  enough,  you  will  have 
fome  little  ceconomy  of  your  own  in  town  or 
country,  and  be  able  to  give  your  friends  a  pint 
of  port ;  for  the  domedic  feafon  .of  life  will  come 
on.  I  had  never  much  hopes  of  your  vampt 
play,  although  Mr  Pope  feemed  to  have,  and  al- 
though it  were  ever  fo  good :  but  you  fbouki 
have  done  like  the  parfons,  and  changed  your 
text :  I  mean  the  title,  and  the  names  of  the. 
perfons.  After  all,  it  was  an  effect  of  idlencfs  j 

for 
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for  you  are  in  the  prime  of  life,  when  invention 
and  judgment  go  together.  I  wiih  you  had 
100  1.  a-year  more  for  horfes.— —I  ride  and  walk 
whenever  good  weather  invites,  and  am  reputed 
the  bed  walker  in  this  town  and  five  miles  round. 
I  writ  lately  to  Mr  Pope.  I  wifh  you  had  a  lit- 
tle villakin  in  his  neighbourhood;  but  you  are 
yet  too  volatile,  and  any  lady  with  a  coach  and 
fix  horfes  would  carry  you  to  Japan. 


L   E    T    T    E    R      CCCCXLIII. 

DR  SWIFT    TO  LORD   BOLINGBROKE. 

Dub/ in,  March  21.  1729. 

YOU  tell  me  you  have  not  quitted  the  defign 
*    of  collecting,   writing,    &'c.     This  is  the 
anfwer  of  every  finner  who  defers  his  repentance. 
I  wifh  Mr  Pope  were  as  great  an  urger  as  I,  who 
long  for  nothing   more  than  to  fee  truth  under 

your  hands,  laying  all  detradHon  in  the  duft . 

I  find  myfelf  difpofed  every  year,  or  rather  every 
month,  to  be  more  angry  and  revengeful  ;  and 
my  rage  is  fo  ignoble,  that  it  defcends  even 
to  refent  the  folly  and  bafenefs  of  the  inflaved 
people  among  whom  I  live.  I  knew  an  old  Lord 
in  Leicefterfhire,  who  amufed  himfelf  with 
mending  pitchforks  and  fpades  for  his  tenants 
gratis.  Yet  I  have  higher  ideas  left,  if  I  were 
nearerto  objects  on  which  I  might  employ  them ; 
and  contemning  my  private  fortune,  would  glad- 
ly 


CORRESPONDENCE.       16$ 

ly  crofs  the  channel,  and  ftand  by,  while  my  bet- 
ters were  driving  the  boars  out  of  the  garden,  if 
there  be  any  probable  expectation  of  fuch  an  en- 
deavour. When  I  was  of  your  age,  I  often 
thought  of  death  •,  but  now,  after  a  dozen  years 
more,  it  is  neyer  out  of  my  mind,  and  terrifies  me 
lefs.  I  conclude,  that  Providence  hath  ordered' 
our  fears  to  decreafe  with  our  fpirits  :  And  yet 
I  love  la  bagatelle  better  than  ever  ;  for  finding  it 
troublefome  to  read  at  night,  and  the  company 
here  growing  taftelefs,  I  am  always  writing  bad 
profe,  or  worfe  verfes,  either  of  rage  or  raillery, 
whereof  fome  few  efcape  to  give  offence  or  mirth,' 
and  the  reft  are  burnt. 

They  print  fome  Irifh  trafh  In  London,  and 
charge  it  on  me,  which  you  will  clear  me  of  to 
my  friends  ;  for  all  are  fpurious  except  'one  pa-! 
per  *,  for  v/hich  Mr^fope  very  lately  chid  me. 
)  remember  your  Lordfhip  ufed  to  fay,  that  a  few 
good  fpeakers  would  in  time  carry  any  point  that' 
was  right ;  and  thaj:  the  common  method  of  a 
majority,  by  calling,  To  the  queftion,  would  ne- 
ver hold  long  when  reafon  was  on  trie  other  fide. 
"Whether  politics  do  not  change 'Tike  gaming, 
by  the  invention  of  new  tricks,  I  am  ignorant : 
But  I  believe  in  your  time  you  would  never,  as  a 
minifter,  have  f offered  an  adl  to  pafs  through  the 

H.  of  C s,  only  becaufe  you  were  fure  of  a 

majority  in  the  H.  of  L—  s  to  throw  it  out ;  be- 
caufe it  would  be  unpopular,  and  confequently  a 

lofs. 

*  Jntitlecf,  "  A  libel  on  Dr  Deiany  and  a  certain  grca* 
Lord.?  Vol.  IX- p.  J4» 
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lofs  of  reputation.  Yet  this  we  are  told  hath 
been  the  cafe  in  the  qualification-bill  relating  to 
penfioners.  It  fhould  feem  to  me*,  that  corrup- 
tion, like  avarice,  bath  no  bounds.  I  had  op- 
portunities to  know  the  proceedings  of  your  mi- 
niftry  better  than  any  other  man  of  my  rank  j 
and  having  hot  much  to  do,  I  have  often  compa- 
red it  with  thefe  lad  iixteen  years  of  a  profound. 
peace  all  over  Europe,  and  we  running  feven 
millions  in  debt.  I  am  forced  to  play  at  fmall 
game,  to  fet  thebeafts  here  a- madding,  merely 
for  want  of  better  game  :  *Tentanda  via  eft,  qua 

me  quoque  pifiimy    &c The   d take  thofe 

politics,  where  a  3unce  might  govern  for  a  do- 
zen years  together.  I  will  come  in  perfon  to 
England,  if  I  am  provoked,  and  fend  for  the  dic- 
tator from  the  plough.  I  difdain  to  fay,  0  m'dii 
pr&teritos-^—bnt,  cruda  dec  viridlfijiie  feneflu.r. 
Pray,  my  Lord,  how  are  the  gardens  ?  Have  you 
taken  down  the  mount,  and  removed  the  yew- 
hedges  ?  Have  you  not  bad  weather  for  the 
fpring-corn  ?  Has  MrPope^one  farther  in  his 
ethic  poems  ?  And  is  the  head-land  fown  with 
wheat?  And  what  fays  Polybius?  And  how  does 
my  LordtfSt  John  *  ?  Which  lad  queftion  is  very 
material  to  me,  becaufe  I  love  Burgundy,  and 

riding  between  Twickenham  and  Dawley 

I  built  a  wall  five  years  ago  ;  and  when  the  ma- 
fons  played  the  knaves,  nothing  delighted  me  fo 
much  as  to  (land  by,  while  my  fervants  threw 
down  what  was  amifs.  I  have  likewife  feen  a 

monkey 
*  Lord  St  John  of  Batterfea,  father  to  Lord  Bollngbroke. 
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monkey  overthrow  all  the  difhes  and  phtes  in  a 
kitchen,  merely  for  the  pleafure  of  feeing  them 
tumble,  and  hearing  the  clatter  they  made  in 
their  fall.  I  wifh  you  would  invite  me  to  fuch 
another  entertainment :  But  you  think,  as  I 
ought  to  think,  that  it  is  time  for  me  to  have 
done  with  the  world  ;  and  fo  I  would,  if  I  could 
get  into  a  better  before  I  was  called  into  the  heft, 
and  not  die  here  in  a  rage,  like  a  poifoned  rat  in 
a  hole.  I  wonder  you  are  not  afhamed  to  let 
me  pine  away  in  this  kingdom,  while  you  are  out 
of  power. 

I  come  from  looking  over  the  melange  above 
written,  and  declare  it  to  be  a  true  copy  of  my 
prefent  difpofition;  which  muft  needs  pleafe  you, 
fince  nothing  was  ever  more  difpleafmg  to  my- 
felf.  I  defire  you  to  prefent  my  moft  humble 
refpe&s  to  my  Lady. 


LETTER      CCCCXLIV. 

DR  SWIFT  TO  LORD   BOLINGBROKE. 

Dublin,  April  5.17  29. 

I  DO  not  think  it  could  be  poffible  for  me  to 
hear  better  news  than  that  of  your  getting 
over  your  fcurvy  fuit,  which  always  hung  as  a 
dead  weight  on  my  heart.  I  hated  it  in  all  its 
circumftances,  as  it  affefted  your  fortune  and 
quiet,  and  in  a  fituation  of  life  that  muft  make  it 
every  way  yexatious.  And  as  I  am  infinitely 

obliged 
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obliged  to  you  for  the  juftice  you  do  me,  in  fup- 
pofing  your  affairs  do   at    leaft  eoncern  me  as 
much  as  my  own;  fo  I  would  never  have  pardon- 
ed your  omitting  it.     But  before  I  go  on,  I  can- 
not forbear  mentioning  what  I  read  laft  fummer 
in  a  news-paper,  that  you  were  writing  the  hi- 
llory  of  your  own  times.       Ifuppofe  fuch  a  re- 
port might  arife  from  what  was  not  fecret  among 
your  friends,  of  your  intention  to  write  another 
kind  of  hiftory  ;  which  you  often  promifed  Mr 
Pope  and  me  to  do.     I  know  he  defires  it  very 
much  ;  and  I  am  fure  I  defire  nothing  more,  for 
the  honour  and  love  I  bear  you,  and  the  perfect 
knowledge  I  have   of  your  public  virtue.     My 
Lord,  I  have  no  other  notion  of  ceconomy,  than 
that  it  is  the  parent  of  liberty  and  eafe  ;  and  I 
am  not  the  only  friend  you  have  who  hath  chid 
you  in  his  heart  for  the  neglect  of  it,  though  not 
•with  bis  mouth  as  I  have  done.     For  there  is  a 
filly  error  in  the  world,  even  among  friends  o- 
therwife  very  good,    not  to   intermeddle   with 
mens  affairs  in  fuch  nice  matters.     And,   my 
Lorcf,  I  have  made  a  maxim,  that  fhould  be  writ 
in  letters  of  diamonds,  That  a  wife  man  ought  t» 
have  money  in  his  head,  but   not  in  his  heart. 
Pray,  my  Lord,  inquire  whether  your  prototype, 
my  Lord  Digby,  after  the  Reftoration,  when  he 
was  at  Briftol,  did  not  take  fome  care  of  his  for- 
tune, notwithttanding  that  quotation  I  once  fent 
you  out  of  his  fpeecb  to  the  H.  of  Commons  ? 
In  my  confcience  I  believe  fortune,  like   other 
drabs,  values  a  man  gradually  lefs  for  every  year 
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tie  lives.  I  have  demonftration  for  it ;  becaufe 
it"  I  play  at  piquet  for  fixpence  with  a  man  or  a 
woman  two  years  younger  than  myfelf,  I  always 
Jofe  ;  and  there  is  a  young  girl  of  twenty,  who 
never  fails  of  winning  my  money  at  backgam- 
mon, though  the  is  a  bungler  and  the  game  be 
eccleiiaftic.  As  to  the  public,  Iconfefs  nothing 
could  cure  my  itch  of  meddling  with  it,  but  thefe 
frequent  returns  of  deafnefs,  which  have  hinder- 
ed me  from  paffing  laft  winter  in  London ;  yet 
I  cannot  but  confider  the  perfidioufnefs  of  fome 
people,  who  I  thought,  when  I  was  laft  there, 
upon  a  change  that  happened,  were  the  mod  im- 
pudent in  forgetting  their  profefikms  that  I  have 
ever  known.  Pray  will  you  pleafe  to  take  your 
pen,  and  blot  me  out  that  political  maxim  from 
whatever  book  it  is  in,  That  res  nolunt  diu  male 
admitiijlrari ;  the  commonnefs  makes  me  not 
know  who  is -the  author,  but  fure  he  muft  be 
fome  modern. 

I  am  forry  for  Lady  Bolingbroke's  511  "health  ; 
but  I  proteft  I  never  knew  a  very  deferving  per- 
fon  of  that  fex,  who  had  not  too  much  reafon  to 
complain  of  ill  health.  I  never  wake  without 
finding  life  a  more  infignificant  thing  than  it  was 
the  day  before  ;  which  is  one  great  advantage  I 
get  by  living  in  this  country,  where  there  is  no- 
thing I  (hall  be  forry  to  loie.  But  my  greatest 
mifery  is  recollecting  the  fcene  of  twenty  years 
paft,  and  then  all  on  a  firdden  dropping  into  the 
prcfent.  I  remember,  when  I  was  a  little  boy,  I 
felt  a  great  fifh  at  the  end  of  my  line,  which  I 

VOL.  XVI.  P  drew 
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drew  up  almoft  on  the  ground,  but  it  dropt  in  ; 
and  the  difappointment  vexes  me  to  this  very  day ; 
and  I  believe  it  was  the  type  of  all  my  future  dif- 
appointments.  I  {hould  be  afhamed  to  fay  this 
to  you,  if  you  had  not  a  fpirit  fitter  to  bear  your 
own  misfortunes,  than  I  have  to  think  of  them. 
Is  there  patience  left  to  refleft,  by  what  qualities 
wealth  and  greatnefs  are  got,  a.nd  by  what  qua- 
lities they  are  loft  ?  I  have  read  my  friend  Con- 
s  verfes  to  Lord  Cobhnm,  which  end  with 
j  and  falfe  moral,  and  I  remember  is  not  in 
Horace  to  Tibullus,  which  he  imitates,  "  That 
"  ail  times  are  equally  virtuous  and  vicious  ;" 
wherein  he  differs  from  all  poets,  philofophers, 
and  Chriftians  that  ever  writ.  It  is  more  pro- 
bable, that  there  may  be  an  equal  quantity  of 
virtue  always  in  the  world  ;  but  fometimes  there 
may  be  a  peck  of  it  in  Alia,  and  hardly  a  thim- 
We-full  in  Europe.  But  if  there  be  no  virtue, 
there  is  abundance  of  fmcerity ;  for  I  will  ventu/e 
all  I  am  worth,  that  there  is  not  one  human 
creature  in  power,  who  will  not  be  modeft  e- 
nough  to  confefs,  that  he  proceeds  wholly  upon 
a  principle  of  corruption.  I  fay  this,  becaufe  I 
hare  a  fcheme,  in  fpite  of  your  notions,  to  go- 
vern iLngtand  upon  the  principles  of  virtue  :  And 
when  the  nation  is  ripe  for  it,  I  defire  you  will 
fend  for  me.  I  have  learned  this  by  living  like 
a  hermit,  by  which  I  am  got  backwards  about 
nineteen  hundred  years  in  the  sera  of  the  world, 
end  begin  to  wonder  at  the  wicked nefs  of  men. 
I  dine  alone  upon  half  a  diih  of  meat,  mix  water 

with 
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with  my  wine,  walk  ten  miles  a-day,  and  read 
Baronius.  Hie  explicit  epijlola  ad  Dom.  Boling- 
broke,  et  incibit  ad  amicuin  Pope. 

Having  finifhed  my  letter  to  Ariftippus,  I  now 
begin  to  you.  I  was  in  great  pain  about  Mrs 
Pope,  having  heard  from  others  that  (lie  was  in  a 
very  dangerous  way,  which  made  me  think  itun- 
feafonable  to  trouble  you.  I  am'  sfhamed  to  tell 
you,  that  when  I  was  very  young,  I  had  more 
defire  to  be  famous  than  ever  fince  ;  and  fame, 
like  all  things  elfe  in  this  life,  grows  with  me  e- 
very  day  more  a  trifle.  But  you,  who  are  fo 
much  younger,  although  you  want  that  health 
you  deferve,  yet  your  fpirits  are  as  vigorous  as  if 
your  body  were  founder.  I  hate  a  croud,  where 
I  have  not  an  eafy  place  to  fee  and  be  feen.  A 
great  library  always  makes  me  melancholy,  where 
the  beft  author  is  as' much  Iqueezed,  and  as  ob- 
fcure,  as  a  porter  at  a  coronation.  In  my  own 
little  library,  I  value  the  compliments  of  Grsevius 
and  Gronovius,  which  make  thirty-one  volumes 
in  folio,  (and  were  given  me  by  n*y  Lord  Boling- 
broke),  more  than  all  my  bocks  befides  ;  becaufe 
whoever  comes  into  my  clofet,  cafts  his  eyes  im- 
mediately upon  them,  and  will  not  vouchfafe  to 
look  upon  Plato  or  Xenophon.  I  tell  you,  it  is 
almoil  incredible  how  opinions  change,  by  the 
decline  or  decay  of  fpirits  j  and  I  will  further 
tell  you,  that  all  my  endeavours  from  a  boy  to 
diilinguifh  myfelf,  were  only  for  want  of  a  great 
title  and  fortune,  that  J  might  be  ufed  like  a  lord 
by  thofe  who  have  an  opinion  of  my  parts  •,  whe- 
P  2  ther 
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ther  right  or  wrong,  it  is  no  great  matter  ;  ami 
fo  the  reputation  of  wit  or  great  learning  does 
the  office  of  a  blue  ribband,  or  of  a  coach  and 
fix  horfes.  To-be  remembered  for  ever  on  the 
account  of  our  friendfhip,  is  what  would  exceed- 
ingly pleafe  me ;  but  yet  I  never  loved  to  make 
a  vifit,  or  be  feen  walking  with  my  betters,  be- 
caufe  they  get  all  the  eyes  and  civilities  from  me. 
I  no  fooitcr  writ  this  than  I  corrected  myfelf,  and 
remembered  Sir  Fulk  Grevil's  epitaph,  "  Here, 
lies,  &c.  who  was  friend  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney." 
And  therefore  I  moft  heartily  thank  you,  for  you 
defire  that  I  would  record  our  friendfhip  in  verfe  ; 
which  if  I  can  fucceed  in,  I  will  never  defire  to 
write  one  more  line  in  poetry  while  I  live.  You 
mud  prefent  my  humble  fervice  to  Mrs  Pope, 
and  let  her  know  I  pray  for  her  continuance  in 
the  world,  for  her  own  reafon,  that  fhe  may  live 
to  take  care  of  you. 


LETTER      CCCCXLV. 

CHEVALIER  RAM3AT  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  London,  io/£  April,  1729. 

ONE  of  the  greateft  pleafures  I  propofed  to 
myfelf  in  a  joikrney  to  England,  was  that 
of  feeing  you  at  London  ;  and  it  is  a  very  fenfiblc 
mortification  to  me  to  find  myfelf  difappointed: 
in  fo  agreeable  an  expectation.  It  is  now  many 
years  fmce  I  had  the  greateft  efteem  of  your  ge- 
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nius  and  writings;  and  when  I  was  very  young,. 
T  found,  in  fome  of  them,  certain  ideas,  that  pre- 
pared me  for  relifhing  thofe  principles  of  univer- 
fal  religion,  which  I  have  fmce  endeavoured  to 
unfold  in  Cyrus.  I  could  not  let  our  common 
friend  Mr  Lefley  *  go  hack  to  Ireland,  without 
Seizing  the  opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  o- 
bliging  zeal  you  have  ftiewn  to  make  my  work 
efteemed.  Such  marks  of  friendship  do  me  a 
great  deal  of  honour,  as  well  as  pleafure,.  and  I 
hope  I  have  a  thorough  fenfc  of  them.  As  I 
have  much  enlarged  my  book,  1  am  going  to 
publiih  a  new  edition  by  fubfcription.  I  hare 
given  an  hundred  copies  of  the  propofals  to  our 
friend,  and  flatter  myiVif,  that  I  may  count  up- 
on the  continuation  of  your  friendihip.  I  am,, 
•with  great  refpe£t,  Sir,  your  moft  obliged  and 
moil  obedient  humble  fervant, 

A.  RAMSAY. 


LETTER       CCCCXLVI. 

DR   ARBUTHNOTT   TO    DR   SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  London,   May  8.  1729.- 

I  HAVE   wrote  three  times  to  Mr  Dean  of  St 
Patrick's,  without  receiving  Co   much  as  an 
acknowledgment  .  >-,  at 

the  fame  time  I  hear  oi'  utlu  r  ;L-;:I;/S,  which  his 
acquaintances  receive  from  him.      I  believe  I 
P  3 

*   Sen  of  the  Jleveren''.  M.r    Charles  T.:H.( -v,  th 
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fhould  hardly  have  brought  myfelf  to  have  writ- 
ten this,  were  it  not  to  ferve  you,  and  a  friend 
at  the  fame  time. 

I  recommended  one  Mr  Mafon,  fonof  Mafon,. 
gentleman  of  the  Queen's  chapel,  a  bary-tone 
voice,  for  the  vacancy  of  a  finger  in  your  cathe- 
dral. This  letter  was  wrote  from  Bath  laft  Sep- 
tember. The  fame  Mafon  informs  me,  that 
there  13  another  vacancy  :  Therefore  I  renew  my 
requeft.  I  believe  you  will  hardly  get  a  better  : 
He  has  a  pleafant  mellow  voice,  and  has  fung  fe- 
veral  times  in  the  King's  chapel  this  winter,  to 
the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  audience.  I  beg  at  leaft 
your  anfwer  to  this.  Your  friends  in  town, 
fuch  as  I  know,  are  well.  Mr  Pope  is  happy  a- 
gain,  in  having  his  mother  recovered.  Mr  Gay 
is  gone  to  Scotland  with  the  Duke  of  Queenf- 
berry.  He  has  about  twenty  law-fuits  with  book- 
fellers  for  pirating  his  book.  The  King  goes 
foon  to  Hanover.  Thefe  are  all  the  news  I  know. 
1  hope  you  don't  imagine  I  am  fo  little  concern- 
ed about  your  health,  as  not  to  defire  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  ftate  of  it  from  yourfelf.  I  have 
been  tolerably  well  this  winter,  I  thank  God. 
My  brother  Robin  is  here,  and  longs,  as  well  as 
I,  to  know  how  you  do.  This,  with  my  beft 
v/ifhes  and  refpe&s,  from,  dear  Sir,  your  moil 
faithful  humble  fervant, 

JO.  ARBUTHNOTT. 


LETTER 
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DR   ARBUTHNOTT    TO   DR.   SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Lotidofi)  June  9.  1729. 

r"Tf"*  H  IS.v  is  given  you  by  Mr  Maion,  whom  I 
believe  you  will  find  anfweriag  the  cha- 
ratler  I  gave  of  him,  which  really  was  not  par- 
tial j  for  I  am  not  fo  much  as  acquainted  with 
his  father  or  himfelf.  I  explained  every  thing 
to  him  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  letter  which 
I  received  from  you  fome  time  ago,  and  for  which 
I  mofl  heartily  thank  you.  Let  him  now  fpealc 
for  himfelf.  I  have  been  inquiring  about  a  coun- 
ter-tenor j  but  have,  as  yet,  no  intelligence  of 
any. 

1  am  leally  fenfibly  touched  with  the  account 
you  give  of  Ireland.  It  is  not  quite  fo  bad  here  ; 
but  really  bad  enough  :  At  the  fame  time  we  are 
told,  that  we  are  in  great  plenty  and  happinefs. 

Your  friends,  whom  you  mention  in  your's, 
are  well.  Mr  Gay  is  returned  from  Scotland, 
and  has  recovered  his  ftrength  by  his  journey. 
Mr  Pope  is  well ;  he  had  got  an  injunction  in 
Chancery  againft  the  printers  who  printed  his 
Dunciad  :  It  was  difiblved  again,  becaufe  the 
printer  could  not  prove  any  property-,  nor  did 
the  author  appear.  That  is  not  Mr  Gay's  cafe  •, 
for  he  has  owned  his  book.  Mr  Pulteney  gives 
you  his  fervice.  They  are  all  better  than  myfelf  i 
for  I  am  now  fo  bad  of  a  conft-int  convulfion  in 

my 
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my  heart,  that  I  am  like  to  expire  fometirrrea. 
We  have  no  news  that  I  know  .of.  I  am  apt  to 
believe,  that,  in  a  little  time,  this  matter  of  the 
provincial  treaty  will  be  on  or  oft.  The  young 
man  waits  for  my  letter.  I  fliall  trouble  you  no 
more  at  prefent,  but  remain,  with  mybeft  wifh- 
es,  and  mod  fincere  affe£Uon,  dear  Sir,  your 
mod  faithful  humble  fervant,  4 

JO.  ARBUTHNOTT, 


LETTER      CCCCXLVIII. 

LADY   CATHERINE  JONES   *    TO   DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  Chelfea,  June  II.  1729* 

I  RECEIVED  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the 
22d  of  May,  and  own  my  obligation  to  Mr 
Dean  for  the  information   of  the  decay  of  my 
grandfather's  monument  -j-  in  the  cathedral  church 
of  St  Patrick. 

Mr  French,  the  prefent  receiver  of  my  fathers 
eftate,  will  be,  fome  time  next  month,  in  that 
kingdom,  whom  I  have  ordered  to  wait  upon 
you  for  your  direction  in  that  affair  :  In  which, 

when 

•  Daughter  of  Piichard  Earl  of  Ran?]agb,  \vhohad 
been  payinafter-general  and  governor  of  Cbelfea  hofpi- 
trol,  and  great-niece  to  Mr  Bovle,  being  one  of  the  grand- 
dauffhters  of  his  fifler  Catherine,  Countefs  of  Ranelagh. 

\  A  monument  erettecl  to  tlie  memory  of  Arelibiiliop 
Tones,  and  his  fan  Lord  Vifconnt  Ranela<r'n.  It  was 
then  in  a  ruinous  condition,  but  repaired  by  the  order 
«f  this  lady. 
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when  he  has  informed  me  of  the  expence,  I  (hall 
immediately  give  directions  to  have  it  done,  a- 
greeably  to  the  defire  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter, 
as  well  as  the  duty  done  to  the  memory  of  my 
grandfather,  without  adding  further  trouble  to 
Mr  Dean,  frgm  his  moil  humble  and  obedient 
fervant. 

CATHERINE  JONES* 


LETTER      CCCCXL1X. 

FROM   DR  SWIFT. 

Aug.  II.  1729. 

T  AM  very  fenfible,  that,  in  a  former  letter,  I 
-^-  talked  very  weakly  of  my  own  a.ffairs,  and 
of  my  imperfect  wifhes  and  defires  j  which  how- 
ever I  find,  with  fome  comfort,  do  now  daily- 
decline,  very  fuitabie  to  my  (late  of  health  for 
fome  months  pad.  For  my  head  is  never  per- 
fectly free  from  giddinefs,  and  efpeci'ally  to- 
wards night.  Yet  my  diforder  is  very  moderate,, 
and  I  have  been  without  a  fit  of  deafnefs  this 
half-year;  fo  1  am  like  a  horfe,  which,  though 
oiF  his  mettle,  can  trot  on  tolerabiy  ;  and  this 
comparison  puts  me  in  mind  to  arkl,  that  I  atn. 
returned  to  he  a  rider,  wherein  I.wiih  you  would, 
imitate  rne.  As  to  this  country',  there  have 
been  three  terrible  years  dearth  of  corn,  and 
every  place  (trowed  with  be^ars  j  hue  dearths 
are  common  in  better  climates,  and  our  evils 

here 
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here  lie  much  deeper.  Imagine  a  nation,  the 
two-thirds  of  whofe  revenues  are  fpent  out  of  it, 
and,  who  are  not  permitted  to  trade  with  the  o- 
ther  third,  and  where  the  pride  of  women  will 
not  fuffer  them  to  wear  their  own  manufactures, 
even  where  they  excel  what  come. from  abroad. 
This  is  the  true  ftate  of  Ireland,  in  a  very  few 
xvords.  Thefe  evils  operate  more  every  day, 
and  the  kingdom  is  abfolutely  undone,  as  I  have 
been  telling  often  in  print  thefe  ten  years  pad. 

What  I  have  faid  requires  forgivenefs ;  but  I 
had  a  mind  for  once  to  let  you  know  the  itate 
of  our  affairs,  and  my  reafon  for  being  more 
moved  than  perhaps  becomes  a  clergyman,  and 
a  piece  of  a  philosopher :  And  perhaps  the  in- 
creafe  of  years  and  diforders  may  hope  for  fome 
allowance  to  complaints,  efpecially  when  I  may 
call  rnyfelf  a  ftranger  in*  a  (Irange  land.  As  to 
poor  Mrs  Pope,  (if  me  be  ftill  alive),  I  heartily 
pity  you  and  pity  her.  Her  great  piety  and  vir- 
tue will  infallibly  make  her  happy  in  a  better 
life,  and  her  great  age  hath  made  her  fully  ripe 
for  heaven  and  the  grave,  and  her  beft  friends 
will  moft  with  her  eafed  of  her  labours,  when 
(he  hath  fo  many  good  works  to  follow  them. 
The  lofs  you  will  feel  by  the  want  of  her  care 
and  kindnefs,  I  know  very  well  ;  but  fhe  has 
amply  done  her  part,  as  you  have  yours.  One 
reafon  why  I  would  have  you  in  Ireland  when 
you  {hall  be  at  your  own  difpofal,  is,  that  you  may 
be  mailer  of  two  or  three  years  revenues,  provijte 
Jrugis  in  annos  copiay  fo  as  not  to  be  pinched  in 

the 
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the  lead  when  years  increafe,  and  perhaps  your 
health  impairs  ;  and  when  this  kingdom  is  ut- 
terly at  an  end,  you  may  fuppcurt  me  for  the  few 
years  I  (hall  happen  to  live  ;  and  who  knows  but 
you  may  pay  me  exorbitant  intereft,  for  the 
fpoonful  of  wine,  and  fcraps  of  a  chicken  it 
will  coft  me  to  feed  you  ?  I  am  confident  you 
have  too  much  reafon  to  complain  of  ingrati- 
tude; for  I  never  yet  knew  any  perfon  one-tenth 
part  fo  heartily  difpofed  as  you  are  to  do  good 
offices  to  others,  without  the  leaft  private  view. 

Was  it  a  gafconade  to  pleafe  me,  that  you 
faid  your  fortune  was  increafed  100  1.  a-year 
fince  I  left  you  ?  you  fhould  have  told  me  how. 
Thofe  fubftdia  feneftuti  are  extremely  defirable, 
if  they  could  be  got  with  juftice,  and  without 
avarice ;  of  which  vice  though  I  cannot  charge 
myfelf  yet,  nor  feel  any  approaches  towards  it, 
yet  no  ufurer  more  willies  to  be  richer,  (or  ra- 
ther to  be  furer  of  his  rents).  But  I  am  not  half 
fo  moderate  as  you  -,  for  I  declare  I  cannot  live 
eafily  under  double  to  what  you  are  fatisfied 
with. 

I  hope  Mr  Gay  will  keep  his  3000!.  and  live 
on  the  intereft,  without  decreafing  the  principal 
one  penny  5  but  I  do  not  like  your  feldom  fee- 
ing him.  I  hope  he  is  grown  more  difengaged 
from  his  intentnefs  on  his  own  affairs,  which  I 
ever  diiliked,  and  is  quite  the  reverfe  to  you, 
unlefs  you  are  a  very  dextrous  difguifer-  I  de- 
fire  my  humble  fervice  to  Lord  Oxford,  Lord 
Bathurft,  and  particularly  to  Mrs  B— ,  but  to 

no 
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r.o  lady  at  court,  God  blefs  you  for  being  a 
greater  dupe  than  I.  I  love  that  character  too 
rnyfelf,  but  I  wajit  your  charity.  Adieu. 


LETTER      CCCCL. 

LORD  BOLINGBROKE  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

Aix  la  Chape  lley  Aug.  30.  1729.   N.  S. 

I  To  OK  a  letter  of  your's  from  Pope,  and 
brought  it  with  me  to  this  place,  that  I 
might  anfwer  at  lead  a  part  of  it  I  begin  to- 
day ;  when  I  (hall  finifh  I  know  not ;  perhaps 
when  I  get  back  to  my  farm.  The  waters  I 
have  been-perfuaded  to  drink,  and  thofe  whieh 
my  friends  drink,  keep  me  fuddled  or  employed 
all  the  morning.  The  afternoons  are  fpent  in 
airings  or  vifits,  and  we  go  to  bed  with  the 
chicken  *. 

LETTER      CCCCLI. 

LORD    BOLINGBROKE   TO   DR   SWIFT. 

Bru/elt,   Sept.  27.  1/29. 

I  HAVE  brought  your  French  acquaintance  f 
thus   far  on  her  way  into  her  own  country, 
and  confiderably  better  in  health  than   (he  was 

when 

*   "  The  reft  of  the  letter  is   printed    in   Mr    Pope's 
works,   Vol.  IX.  p    i4r,  frc.* 
f  JLady  Bolingbrokc, 
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T/hen  (he  went  to  Aix.  I  begin  to  entertain 
hopes  that  fhe  will  recover  fuch  a  degree  of 
health  as  may  render  old  age  fupportable.  Both 
of  us  have  clofed  the  tenth  luftre,  and  it  is  high 
time  to  determine  how  we  fliall  play  the  laft 
a&  of  the  farce.  Might  not  my  life  be  intitled 
much  more  properly  a  What-d'ye-call-it,  than  a 
farce?  Some  comedy,  a  great  deal  of  tragedy, 
and  the  whole  interfperfed  with  fcenes  of  Har- 
lequin, Scaramouch,  and  DrBaloardo,  the  pro- 
totype of  your  hero — — I  ufed  to  think  fome- 
times  formerly  of  old  age  and  of  death  ;  enough 
to  prepare  my  mind,  not  enough  to  anticipate 
forrow,  to  dafh  the  joys  of  youth,  and  to  be  all 
my  life  a-dying.  I  find  the  benefit  of  this  prac- 
tice now,  and  find  it  more  as  I  proceed  on  my 
journey ;  Little  regret  when  I  look  backwards, 
little  apprehenfion  when  I  look  forward.  You 
complain  grievoufly  of  your  fituation  in  Ireland  : 
I  would  complain  of  mine  too  in  England  ;  but 
I  will  not,  nay  I  ought  not ;  for  I  find  by 
long  experience,  that  I  can  be  unfortunate  with- 
out being  unhappy.  I  do  not  approve  your  join- 
ing together  the  figure  of  living^  and  thepleafure 
of  giving,  though  your  old  prating  friend  Mon- 
tagne  does  fomething  like  it  in  one  of  his  rhap- 
fodies.  To  tell  you  my  reafons,  would  be  to 
write  an  eflay,  and  I  mall  hardly  have  time  to 
write  a  letter  ;  but  if  you  will  come  over  and 
live  with  Pope  and  me,  I'll  fhow  you  in  an  in- 
flaftt  why  thofe  two  things  fhould  not  alter  de 
pair  ;  and  that  forced  retrenchments  on  both 
VOL,  XVI.  Q  may 
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may  be  made  without  making  its  even  uneafy. 
You  know  that  I  am  too  expenfive,  and  all  man- 
kind knows  that  I  have  been  cruelly  plundered  ; 
and  yet  I  feel  in  my  mind  the  power  of  defcend- 
ing  without  anxiety  two  or  three  flages  more. 
In  fhort,  Mr  Dean,  if  you  will  come  to  a  cer- 
tain farm  in  Middlefex,  you  will  find  that  I  can 
live  frugally,  without  growling  at  the  world,  or 
being  peevifh  with  thofe  whom  fortune  has  ap- 
pointed to  eat  my  bread,  inftead  of  appointing 
me  to  eat  theirs  :  And  yet  I  have  naturally  as 
little  difpofition  to  frugality  as  any  man  alive. 
You  fay  you  are  no  philofopher,  and  I  think 
you  are  in  the  right  to  diflike  a  word  which  is 
fb  often  abufed.  But  I  am  fure  you  like  to  fol- 
low reafon,  not  cuflom,  (which  is  fometimes  the 
reafon,  and  oftner  the  caprice  of  others,  of  the 
mob  of  the  world).  Now,  to  be  fure  of  doing 
this,  you  maft  wear  your  philofophical  fpeclacles 
as  conftantly  as  the  Spaniards  ufed  to  wear 
theirs.  You- mult  make  them  part  of  your  drefs  ; 
and  fooner  part  with  your  broad-brimmed  bea- 
ver, your  gown,  your  fcarf,  or  even  that  em- 
blematical veftment,  your  furplice.  Through 
this  medium  you  will  fee  few  things  to  be  vexed 
at,  few  perfons  to  be  angry  at :  And  yet  there 
will  frequently  be  things  which  we  ought  to 
wim  altered,  and  perfons  whom  we  ought  to 
\vifh  hanged. 

In  your  letter  to  Pope,  you  agree,  that  a  re- 
gard for  fame  becomes  a  man  more  towards  his 
exit,  than  at  his. entrance  into  lifej  and  yet  you 

coafefs, 
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confefs,  that  the  longer  you  livje,  the  more  you  grow 
indifferent  about  it.  Your  fentiment  is  true  and  na- 
tural ;  your  reaibning,  I  am  afraid,  is  not  fo  up- 
on this  occafion.  Prudence  will  make  us  defire 
fame,  becaufe  it  gives  us  many  real  and  great  ad- 
vantages in  all  the  affairs  of  life.  Fame  is  ihe 
wife  man's  means  ;  his  ends  are  his  own  good, 
and  the  good  of  fociety.  You  poets  and  orators 
have  inverted  this  order ;  you  propofe  fame  as 
the  end,  and  good,  or  at  leaft  great  actions,  as 
the  means.  You  go  further  5  you  teach  our 
felf-love  to  anticipate  the  applaufe  which  we 
fuppofe  will  be  paid  by  pofterity  to  our  names ; 
and  with  idle  notions  of  immortality  you  turn 
other  heads  befides  your  own.  I  am  afraid  this 
may  have  done  fome  harm  in  the  world. 

Fame  is  an  object  which  men  purfue  fucceff- 
fully  by  various,  and  even  contrary  courfes.  Your 
doctrine  leads  them  to  look  on  this  end  as  ef- 
fential,  and  on  the  means  as  indifferent  ;  fo  that 
Fabricius  and  Craffus,  Cato  and  Caefar,  preffed 
forward  to  the  fame  goal.  After  all,  perhaps  it 
may  appear,  from  a  confideration  of  the  depravity 
of  mankind,  that  you  could  do  no  better,  nor  keep 
up  virtue  in  the  world,  without  calling}  this  paf- 
fion,  or  this  direction  of  felf-love,  in  to  your  aid. 
Tacitus  has  crouded  this  excufe  for  you,  accord- 
ing to  his  mariner,  into  a  maxim,  ComtemptK  fa- 
tn&  contemn:  I'ir tides.  But  now,  whether  we  con- 
fider  fame  as  an  ufeful  inftrument  in  all  the  oc- 
currences of  private  and  public  life,  or  whether 
we  confider  it  as  the  caufe  of  that  pleafure  which 
Q  2  our 
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our  felf-love  is  fofond  of;  methinks,  our  entrance 
into  life,  or  (to  fpeak  more  properly)  our  youth, 
not  our  old  age,  is  the  feafon  when  we  ought  to 
defire  it  moft,  and  therefore,  when  it  is  moil  be- 
coming, to  defire  it  with  ardour.  l£  it  be  ufeful, 
it  is  to  be  defired  moft  when  we  have,  or  may 
hope  to  have,  a  long  fcene  of  action  open  before 
us.  Towards  our  exit,  this  fcene  of  action  is, 
or  fliould  be  clofed  ;  and  then,  methinks,  it  is 
unbecoming  to  grow  fonder  of  a  thing  which  we 
have  no  longer  occafion  for.  If  it  is  pleafant, 
the  fooner  we  are  in  poffeflion  of  fame,  the  long- 
er we  mall  enjoy  this  pleafure.  When  it  is  ac- 
quired early  in  life,  it  may  tickle  us  on  till  old 
age  ;  but  when  it  is  acquired  late,  the  fenfation 
of  pleafure  will  be  more  faint,  and  mingled  with 
the  regret  of  our  not  having  tafted  it  fooner. 

From  my  farm ,  Ocl.  5. 

I  am  here.  1  have  feen  Pope,  and  one  of  my 
firft  inquiries  was  after  you.  He  tells  me  a  thing 
I  am  forry  to  hear  j  you  are  building,  it  feems, 
on  a  piece  of  land  you  have  acquired  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  in  fome  county  of  Ireland  *.  Though  I 
have  built  in  a  part  of  the  world,  which  I  prefer 
very  little  to  that  where  you  have  been  thrown 
and  confined  by^our  ill  fortune  and  yours,  yet  I 
am  forry  you  do  the  fame  thing.  I  have  repent-" 
cd  a  thoufand  times  of  my  refolution,  and  I 
hope  you  will  repent  of  yours  before  it  is  exe- 
cuted. Adieu,  my  old  and  worthy  friend.  May 
the  phyfical  evils  of  life  fall  as  eafily  upon  you 

as 
•  In  the  county  of  Armagh,  called  Drapier's  Hill. 
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as  ever  they  did,  on  any  man  who  lived  to  be  old  ; 
and  may  the  moral  evils,  which  furround  us, 
make  as  little  impreilion  on  you  as  they  ought  to 
make  on  one  who  has  fuch  fuperior  fenfe  to  e- 
ftimate  things  by,  and  fo  much  virtue  to  wrap 
himfelf  up  in. 

My  wife  defires'not  to  be  forgotten  by  you. 
She's  faithfully  your  fervanf,  and  zealoufly  your 
admirer.  She  will  be  concerned  and  difappoint- 
ed  not  to  find  you  in  this  ifland  at  her  return, 
which  hope  both  me  and  I  had  been  made  to. 
entertain  before  I  went  abroad. 


LETTER      CCCCLIL 

Oft.  9.  1729. 

IT  pleafes  me  that  you  received  my  books  at 
lad  :  but  you  have  never  once  told  me  if  you 
approve  the  whole,  or  difapprove  not  of  fome  parts 
of  the  commentary,  £sV.  It  was  my  principal  aim 
in  the  entire  work,  to  perpetuate  the  friendship 
between  us,  and  to  (hew,  that  the  friends  or  the 
enemies  of  one  were  the  friends  or  enemies  of  the 
other.  If  in  any  particular  any  thing  be  ftated 
or  mentioned  in  a  different  manner  from  what 
you  like,  pray  tell  me  freely,  that  the  new  edi- 
tions now' coming  out  here  may  have  it  rectified. 
You'll  find  the  oclavo  rather  more  correct  than 
the  quarto,  with  fome  additions  to  the  notes  and 
epigrams  caft  in,  which  I  with  had  been  increa- 
Icd  by  your  acquaintance  in  Ireland.  I  rejoice 
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in  hearing  that  Drapier's  Hill  is  to  emulate  Par- 
nafius.  I  fear  the  country  about  it  is  as  much 
impoveriflied.  I  truly  (hare  in  all  that  troubles 
you,  and  wifli  you  removed  from  a  fcene  of  di- 
ftrefs,  which  I  know  works  your  compaiiionate 
temper  too  ftrongly.  But  if  we  are  not  to  fee 
you  here,  I  believe  I  (hall  once  in  my  life  fee  you 
there.  You  think  more  for  me,  and  about  mer 
than  any  friend  I  have,  and  you  think  better  for 
me.  Perhaps  you'll  not  be  contented,  though  I 
am,  that  the  additional  lool.  a-year  is  only 
for  my  life.  My  mother- is  yet  living,  and  I  thank 
God  for  it :  me  will  never  be  troublefome  to  me, 
if  (he  be  not  fo  to  herfelf.  But  a  melancholy 
object  it  is,  to  obferve  the  gradual  decays  both 
of  body  and  mind,  in  a  perfon  to  whom  one  is 
tied  by  the  links  of  both.  I  can't  tell  whether 
her  death  itfelf  would  be  fo  afflicting. 

You  are  too  careful  of  my  worldly  affairs.  I 
am  rich  enough,  and  I  can  afford  to  give  away 
Tool,  a-year.  Don't  be  angry:  I  will  not  live 
to  be  very  old-,  I  have  revelations  to  the  con- 
trary. I  would  not  crawl  upon  the  earth  with- 
out doing  *a  little  good  when  I  have  a  mind  to 
do  it.  I  will  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  what  I  give> 
by  giving  it  alive,  and  feeing  another  enjoy  it. 
When  I  die,  I  fhould  be  amamed  to  leave  enough 
to  build  me  a  monument,  if  there  were  a  want-, 
ing  friend  above  ground. 

Mr  Gay  allures  me  his  3000!.  is  kept  entire 
and  facred.  He  feems  to  languifh  after  a  line 
from  you,  and  complains  tenderly.  Lord  Boling- 

broke 
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broke  has  told  me  ten  times  over  he  was  going  to 
write  to  you:  Has  he,  or  not  ?  The  doctor  is  un- 
alterable, both  in  friendmip  and  quadrille.  His 
wife  has  been  very  near  death  lail  week :  his 
two  brothers  buried  their  wives  within  thefe  fix 
weeks.  Gay  is  fixty  miles  off,  and  has  been  fo 
all  this  fummer,  with  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  of 
Queenfberry.  He  is  the  fame  man ;  fo  is  every 
one  -here  that  you  know.  Mankind  is  unamend- 

able.     Optimus  tile  qul  minimis  urgetur. Poor 

Mrs  **  is  like  the  reft  ;  fhe  cries  at  the  thorn  in 
her  foot,  but  will  fuffer  nobody  to  pull  it  out. 
The  court-lady  I  have  a  good  opinion  of ;  yet  I  have 
treated  her  more  negligently  than  you  would  do, 
becaufe  you  like  to  fee  the  infide  of  a  court, 
which  I  do  not.  I  have  feen  her  but  twice.  You 
have  a  defperate  hand  at  darning  out  a  character 
by  great  ilrokes,  and  at  the  fame1  time  a  delicate 
one  at  fine  touches.  God  forbid  you  fhould 
draw  mine,  if  I  were  confcious  of  any  guilt :  but 
if  I  were  confcious  only  of  folly,  God  fend  it  I 
For  as  nobody  can  detect  a  great  fault  fo  well 
as  you,  nobody  would  fo  well  hide  a  fmall  one. 
But,  after  all,  that  lady  means  to  do  good,  and 
does  no  harm,  which  is  a  vafl  deal  for  a  courtier. 
I  can  aflure  you,  that  lord  Peterborow  always 
fpeaks  kindly  of  you,  and  certainly  has  as  great 
mind  to  be  your  friend  as  any  one.  I  mud 
throw  away  my  pen  ;  it  cannot,  it  will  never  tell 
you,  what  I  inwardly  am  to  you.  ^nod  neyut-a 
monjlrarey  et  fentio  tttitum. 

LETTER 
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LETTER      CCCCLIII. 

DR  SWIFT   TO  LORD   BOLINGBROKE. 

Dublin ,  Oft.  31.  1729* 

I  RECEIVED  your  Lordfhip's  travelling  letter 
of  feveral  dates,  at  feveral  ftages,  and  from 
different  nations,  languages,  and  religions.  Nei- 
ther could  any  thing  be  more  obliging  than  your 
kind  remembrance  of  me  in  fo  many  places. 
As  to  your  ten  luftres,  I  remember,  when 'I  com- 
plained in  a  letter  to  Prior,  that  I  was  fifty  years 
old,  he  was  half  angry  in  jeft,  and  anfwered  me 
out  of  Terence,  IJla  commemoratio  eft  quaji  expro- 
broth.  How  then  ought  I  to  rattle  you,  when  I 
have  a  dozen  years  more  to  anfwer  for,  all  mona- 
ftically  palTed  in  this  country  of  liberty,  and  de- 
light, and  money,  and  good  company !  I  go  on  an- 
fwering  your  letter.  It  is  you  were  my  hero, 
but  the  *  other  never  was  ;  yet  if  he  were,  it  was 
your  own  fault,  who  taught  me  to  love  him,  and 
often  vindicated  him,  in  the  beginning  of  his 
miniftry,  from  my  accufations.  But  I  grant  he 
had  the  greateft  inequalities  of  any  man  alive, 
and  his  whole  fcene  was  fifty  times  more  a  What- 
cl'ye-call-it,  than  yours  :  For  I  declare  yours  was 
time  ;  and  I  wifh  you  would  fo  order  it,  that  the 
world  may  be  as  wife  as  I  upon  that  article.  Mr 
Pope  wifhes  it  too ;  and  I  believe  there  is  not  a 
more  honeft  man  in  England,  even  without  wit. 

.  But 
•  Lord  Oxford, 
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6ut  you  regard  us  not. — I  was  forty-feven  years 
old  *  when  I  began  to  think  of  death  ;  and  the 
reflections  upon  it  now  begin  when  I  wake  in 
the  morning,  and  end  when  I  am  going  to  fleep. 

1  writ  to  Mr   Pope,  and  not  to  you.     My 

birth,  although  from  a  family  not  undiftinguifh- 
ed  in  its  time,  is  many  degrees  inferior  to 
yours  :  All  my  prett-nfions  from  perfon  and  parts 
infinitely  fo  j  I  a  younger  fon  of  younger  fons ; 
you  born  to  a  greatfortune  j  yet  I  fee  you,  with 
all  your  advantages,  funk  to  a  degree  that  you 
could  never  have  been  without  them  :  But  yet  I 
fee  you  as  much  efteemed,  as  much  beloved,  as 
much  dreaded,  and  perhaps  more,  (though  it  be 
a] mod  impoffible),  than  ever  you  were  in  your 
high  exaltation  ; — only  I  grieve  like  an  alderman, 
that  you  are  not  fo  rich.  And  yet,  my  Lord,  I 
pretend  to  value  money  as  little  as  you ;  and  I 
will  call  five  hundred  witnefles  (if  you  will  take 
Irifli  witnefles)  to  prove  it.  I  renounce  your 
whole  philofophy,  becaufe  it  is  not  your  practice. 
By  tf\t  figure  of  living^  (if  I  ufed  that  expreflion 
to  Mr  Pope),  I  do  not  mean  the  parade,  but  a 
fuitablenefs  to  your  mind  ;  and  as  for  the/>/frt/wr* 
of  giving,  I  know  your  foul  fulfers  when  you 
are  debarred  of  it.  Could  you,  when  your  own 
generofity,  and  contempt  of  outward  things,  (be 
not  offended,  it  is  no  ecclefiaftical,  but  an  Epic- 
tetian  phrafe),  could  you,  when  thefe  have 
brought  you  to  it,  come  over,  and  live  with  Mr 
Pope  and  me  at  the  deanry  ?  I  could  almofl  wiih 

the 
•  The  year  of  Oueen  Anne's  death. 
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the  experiment  were  tried;— no,  God  forbiJ 
that  ever  fuch  a  fcoundrel  as  Want  ihould  dare 
to  approach  you.  But  in  the  mean  time  do  not 
brag  ;  retrenchments  are  not  your  talent.  But 
as  old  Weymouth  faid  to  me  in  his  lordly  Latin, 
Phikfopha  ixrba  ignava  opera  ;  I  wifh  you  could 
learn  arithmetic,  that  three  and  two  make  five, 
and  will  never  make  more.  My  philofophical 
fpe&acles  which  you  a<lvife  me  to,  will  tell  me, 
that  I  can  live  on  50!.  a-year,  (wine  excluded, 
•which  my  bad  health  forces  me  to)  ;  but  I  cannot 

endure  that<?/?ww  fhould  bejine  dignitatc. My 

Lord,  what  I  would  have  faid  of  fame,  is  meant 
of  fame  which  a  man  enjoys  injhislife  j  becaufe 
I  cannot  be  a  great  lord,  I  would  acquire  what  is 
a  kind  of  fubjidium  \  I  would  endeavour  that  my 
betters  fliould  feek  me  by  the  merit  of  fomething 
diftinguifliable,  inftead  of  my  feeking  them.  The 
defire  of  enjoying  it  in  after-times  is  owing  to 
the  fpirit  and  folly  of  youth  :  But  with  age  we 
learn  to  know  the  houfe  is  fo  full,  that  there  is 
no  room  for  above  one  or  two  at  mod  in  an  age 
through  the  whole  world.  My  Lord,  I  hate  and 
love  to  write  to  you  ;  it  gives  me  pleafure,  and 

kills  me  with  melancholy.      The  d •  take  ftu- 

pidity,  that  it  will  not  come  to  fupply  the  want 
of  philofophy. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      CCCCL1V. 

FROM   DR  SWIFT. 

OJ7.  3 1.  j  729, 

YOU  were  fo  careful  of  fending  me  the  Dun- 
clad,  that  I  have  received  five  of  them, 
and  have  pleafed  four  friends.  I  am  one  of  e- 
very  body  who  approve  every  part  of  it,  text  and 
comment;  but  am  one  abftradted  from  every  bo- 
dy, in  the  happinefs  of  being  recorded  your  friend, 
while  wit,  and  humour,  and  politenefs,  (hall  have 
any  memorial  among  us.  As  for  your  octavo  e- 
dition,  we  know  nothing  of  it ;  for  we  have  au 
octavo  of  our  own,  which  hath  fold  wonderfully, 
confidering  our  poverty  and  dulnefs,  the  confe- 
quence  of  it. 

I  writ  this  pod  to  Lord  B.  and  told  him  in  my 
letter,  that,  with  a  great  deal  of  lofs  for  a  frolic, 
I  will  fly  as  foon  as  build  ;  I  have  neither  years, 
nor  fpirits,  nor  money,  nor  patience,  for  fuch  a- 
mufements.  The  frolic  is  gone  off,  and  I  am 
only  lool.  the  poorer.  But  this  kingdom  is 
grown  fo  excefiively  poor,  that  we  wife  men  mud 
think  of  nothing  but  getting  a  little  ready  mo- 
ney. It  is  thought  there  are  not  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  of  fpecie  in  the  whole  ifland  ; 
for  we  reiurn  thrice  as  much  to  our  abfentees, 
as  we  get  by  trade,  and  lo  are  all  inevitably  un- 
done ;  which  I  have  been  telling  them  in  print 

thefc 
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thefe  ten  years,  to  as  little  purpofe  as  if  it  came 
from  the  pulpit.  And  this  is  enough  for  Irifh 
politics,  which  I  only  mention,  becaufe  it  fo  near- 
ly touches  myfelf.  I  muft  repeat  what  I  believe 
I  have  faid  before,  that  I  pity  you  much  more 
than  Mrs  Pope.  Such, a  parent  and  friend  hour- 
ly declining  before  your  eyes,  is  an  objecl  very 
unfit  for  your  health  and  duty,  and  tender  difpo- 
fition  ;  and  I  pray  God  it  may  not  affe£t  you  too 
much.  I  am  as  much  fatisfied  that  your  addi- 
tional lool.  per  annum  is  for  your  life  as  if  it 
were  for  ever.  You  have  enough  to  leave  your 
friends ;  I  would  not  have  them  glad  to  be  rid  of 
you  :  and  I  fhall  take  care  that  none  but  my  e- 
nemies  will  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  me.  You  have 

embroiled  me  with  Lord  B about  the  figure 

of  living,  and  the  pleafure  of  giving.  I  am  un- 
der the  neceffity  of  fome  little  paltry  figure  in 
the  ftation  I  am  ;  but  I  make  it  as  little  as  pof- 
fible.  As  to  the  other  part,  you  are  bafe,  be- 
caufe I  thought  myfelf  as  great  a  giver  as  ever 
was  of  my  ability  ;  and  yet  in  proportion  you  ex- 
ceed, and  have  kept  it  till  now  a  fecret  even  from 
me,  when  I  wondered  how  you  were  able  to  live 
with  your  whole  little  revenue.  Adieu. 

L C         ,  who  doth  his  duty  as  a  good 

governor  in  enflaving  this  kingdom  as  much  as  he 
can,  talks  to  me  of  you  in  the  manner  he  ought. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    CCCCLV. 

MR   GAY    TO   DR  SWIFT. 

Middleton  Stoney,  Nov.  9.  1729. 

I  HAVE  long  known  you  to  be  my  friend  upon 
feveral  occafions,  and  particularly  by  your 
reproofs  and  admonitions.  There  is  one  thing 
which  you  have  often  put  me  in  mind  of,  the  o- 
ver- running  you  with  an  anfwer  before  you  had 
fpoken.  You  find  I  am  not  a  bit  the  better  for 
it ;  for  I  dill  write  and  write  on,  without  having 
a  word  of  an  anfwer.  I  have  heard  of  you  once 
by  Mr  Pope  :  Let  Mr  Pope  hear  of  you  the  next 
time  by  me.  By  this  way  of  treating  me,  I  mean, 
by  your  not  letting  me  know  that  you  remember 
me,  you  are  very  partial  to  me,  I  mould  have  faid, 
very  juft  to  me.  You  fecm  to  think,  that  I  do 
not  want  to  be  put  in  mind  of  you,  which  is  very 
true  •,  for  I  think  of  you  very  often,  and  as  often 
wifli  to  be  with  you.  I  have  been  in  Oxford- 
fhire,  with  the  Duke  of  Qiieenfberry  for  thefe 
three  months,  and  have  had  very  little  correfpon- 
dence  with  any  of  our  friends.  I  have  employ- 
ed my  time  in  new-writing  a  damned  play,  which 
I  wrote  feveral  years  ago,  called  "  The  Wife  of 
"  Bath*."  As  it  is  approved  or  difapproved  of 
VOL.  XVI.  R  by 

*  This  comedy  was  the  firll  he  wrote,  and  was  iinfnc- 
cefsfully  performed  at  the  theatre  in  Drury-Lane,  in  the 
year  1713.  It  was  altered  by  the  author,  and  revived 
fsvsral  years  aftsr  (^729  30)  at  the  theatre  in  I.'ncclr.'s- 
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by  my  friends,  when  I  come  to  town,  I  {hall  ei- 
ther have  it  a&ed  or  let  it  alone,  if  my  **  bre- 
thren do  not  take  offence  at  it.  The  ridicule 
turns  upon  fuperftition,  and  I  have  avoided  the 
very  words,  bribery  and  corruption.  Folly  indeed 
is  a  word  that  I  have  ventured  to  make  ufe  of; 
but  that  is  a  term,  that  never  gave  fools  offence. 
It  is  a  common  faying,  that  he  is  wife  that 
knows  himfelf.  What  hath  happened  of  late,  I 
think,  is  a  proof  that  it  is  riot  limited  to  the 
wife. 

My  Lord  Bathurfl  is  ftill  our  cafliier  :  When 
I  fee  him,  I  intend  to  fettle  our  accounts,  and 
repay  myfelf  the  five  pounds  of  the  two  hundred 
I  owe  you.  Next  week  I  believe  I  fhall  be  in 
town  ;  not  at  Whitehall,  for  thofe  lodgings  were 
judged  not  convenient  for  me,  and  were  difpo- 
fed  of.  Direct  to  me  to  the  Duke  of  Queenf- 
berry's,  in  Burlington-gardens,  near  Piccadilly. 
You  have  often  twitted  me  in  the  teeth  for  han- 
kering after  the  court.  In  that  you  miftook  me  ; 
for  I  know  by  experience,  that  there  is  no  de- 
pendence, that  can  be  fure,  but  a  dependence  up- 
on one's  felf.  I  will  take  care  of  the  little  fortune 
I  have  got.  I  know  you  will  take  this  refolution 
kindly,  and  you  fee  my  inclinations  will  make 
me  write  to  you,  whether  you  will  write  to  me  or 
no.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your's  moil  fincerely  and 
mod  affedionately,  J.  GAY. 

P.S. 


s,  and  damned  a  fecond  tims,  although  the  au- 
thor's reputation  was  then  at  its  height,  from  the  un- 
coiviinon  fuccefs  of  liis  Beggar's  Opera. 
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P.  S.  To  the  lady  I  live  with  I  owe  my  life  and 
fortune  :  Think  of  her  with  refpeft ;  value 
and  efleem  her  as  I  do  ;  and  never  more  de-» 
fpife  a  fork  with  three  prongs.  I  wifh  too 
you  would  not  eat  from  the  point  of  your 
knife  *.  She  hath  fo  much  goodnefs,  virtue, 
and  generofity,  that,  if  you  knew  her,  you 
would  have  a  pleafure  in  obeying  her  as  I  do. 
tahc  often  wifiies  fhe  had  known 'you. 


LETTER      CCCCLVI. 

LORD  BOLINGBROKE  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

Nov.  ip.  1729. 

I  FIND  that  you  have  laid  afide  your  projeft 
of  building  in  Ireland,  and  that  we  mall  fee 
you  in  this  \fiznAcum  zephyriSfethirundineprima. 
1  know  not  whether  the  love  of  fame  increafes 
as  we  advance  in  age  •,  fure  I  am  that  the  force 
of'frieruKhip  does.     I  loved  you  almoft  twenty 
years  ago  •,  I  thought  of  you  as  well  as  I  do  now  j 
Better  was  beyond  the  power  of  conception,  or 
to  avoid  an  equivoque,  beyond  the  extent  of  my 
ideas.     Whether  you  are  more  obliged  to  me  for 
loving  you  as  well  when  I  knew  you  lefs,  or  for 
loving  you  as  well  after  loving  you  fo  many  years, 
I  (hall  not  determine.   What  I  would  fay  is  this-: 
Whilft  my  mind  grows  daily  more  independent 
of  the  world,  and  feels  lefs  need  of  leaning  on 
external  objedts,  the   ideas  of  friendship  return 
R  2  oftener; 

«   See  the  letter  of  Feb.  15.  1727-8. 
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oftener;  they  bufy  me,  they  warm  me  more:  Is 
it  that  we  grow  more  tender  as  the  moment  of 
our  great  feparation  approaches  ?  or  is  it  that 
they  who  are  to  live  together  in  another  ftate, 
(for  vera  amicitia  run  nifi  inter  bonos  j,  begin  to 
feel  more  ftrongly  that  divine  fympathy  which 
is  to  be  the  great  band  of  their  future  fociety  ? 
There  is  no  one  thought  which  foothes  my  mind 
like  this.  I  encourage  my  imagination  to  pur- 
fue  it,  and  am  heartily  afHifted  when  another 
faculty  of  the  intellect  *  comes  boifteroufly  in, 
and  wakes  me  from  fo  pleafing  a  dream,  if  it  be 
a  dream.  I  will  dwell  no  more  on  ceconomics 
than  I  have  done  in  my  former  letter.  Thus 
much  only  I  will  fay,  that  otium  cum  dignitate  is 
to  be  had  with  500 1.  a-year  as  well  as  with  5000 1. 
The  difference  will  be  found  in  the  value  of  the 
man,  and  not  in  that  of  the  eftate.  I  do  affure 
you,  that  I  have  never  quitted  the  defign  of  col- 
lecting, revifing,  improving,  and  extending  feva- 
ral  materials  which  are  (till  in  my  power  ;  and  I 
hope  that  the  time  of  fetting  myfelf  about  this 

laft 

*  Viz.  Reafon.  Tnlly  (or,  what  is  much  the  fame,  his 
difciple)  obferves  fomething  like  this  on  the  like  occa- 
fion  ;  where,  fpeaking  of  Plato's  famous  book  of  the  foul, 
he  fays,  "Nefcio  q'.iemodo,  dum  Isgo,  adfentior ;  cum 
•'  jpofui  librum,  et  mecum  ipfe  de  immortalitate  animo- 
"  rum  coepi  ccgitare,  adfeufio  ilia  omnis  elabitor."  t'i- 
cero  feems  to  have  had  but  a  confufed  notion  of  the  c.iufe 
which  the  letter-writer  has  fcere  explained,  namely,  that 
the  imdghi.itian  is  always  ready  to  indulge  fo  flattering 
an  idea,  but  feverer  reafon  corredls  and  difclaims  it-  As 
to  R  F.LI  GIOK,  that  is  out  of  the  queftion;  for  Tully  wrote 
to  his  few  philofophic  frieads.  Wtiri, 
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laft  work  of  my  life  is  not  far  off.    Many  papers 
of  much  curiofity  and  importance  are  loft,  and 
fome  of  them  in  a  manner  which  would  furprife 
and  anger  you.   However,  I  (hall  be  able  to  con- 
vey feveral  great  truths  to  pofterity,   fo  clearly, 
and  fo  authentically,  that  the  Burnets  and  the 
Oldmixons  of  another  age  may  rail,  but  not  be 
able  to  deceive.     Adieu,  my  friend.     I  have  ta- 
ken up  more  of  this  paper  than  belongs  to  me, 
fmce  Pope  is  to  write  to  you.     No  matter ;  for, 
upon  recollection,  the  rules  of  proportion  are  not 
broken  \  he  will  fay  as  much  to  you  in  one  page, 
as  I  have  faid  in  three.      Bid  him  talk  to  you  of 
the  work  he  is  about ;  I  hope  in  good  earned,  it 
is  a  fine  one  ;  and  will  be  in  his  hands,   an  ori- 
ginal *.     His  fole  complaint  is,  that  he  finds  it 
too  eafy  in  the  execution.    This  flatters  his  lazi- 
nefs ;     it    flatters    my   judgment,    who    always 
thought,   that  (univerfal  as  his  talents  are)   this 
is  eminently  and  peculiarly  his,  above  all  the  wri- 
ters I  know  living  or  dead  j  I  do  not  except  Ho- 
race.    Adieu. 


LETTER      CCCCLVII. 

Nov.  28.  1709. 

THIS  letter  (like  all  mine)  will  be  a  rhapfody ;. 
it  is  many  years  ago  fmce    I  wrote  as  a 
\vitf.     How  many  occurrences  or  informations 
rr.uft  one  omit,  if  one  determined  to  fay  nothing 
R  3  that 

*  KTav  on  7,1  in. 
|  Lie  ufccl  to  value  himfclf  on  this  particr.l.ir. 
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that  one  could  not  fay  prettily  ?  I  lately  recei- 
ved from  the  widow  of  one  dead  correfpondent, 
and  the  father  of  another,  feveral  of  my  own  let- 
ters of  about  fifteen  and  twenty  years  old  ;  and 
it  was  not  unentertaining  to  myfelf  to  obferve, 
how  and  by  what  degrees  I  ceafed  to  be  a  witty 
writer ;  as  either  my  experience  grew  on  the 
one  hand,  or  my  affection  to  my  correfpondents 
on  the  other.  Now,  as  I  love  you  better  than 
moft  I  have  ever  met  with  in  the  world,  and 
efteem  you  too  the  more,  the  longer  I  have  com- 
pared you  with  the  reft  of  the  world  ;  fo  inevi- 
tably I  write  to  you  more  negligently,  that  is, 
more  openly,  and  what  all  but  fuch  as  love  one 
another  will  call  writing  worfe.  1  fmile  to  think 
how  Curl  would  be  bit,  were  our  epiflles  to  fall 
into  his  hands,  and  how  glorioufly  they  would 
fall  (hort  of  every  ingenious  reader's  expecta- 
tions ? 

"You  can't  imagine  what  a  vanity  it  is  to  me, 
to  have  fomething  to  rebuke  you  for  in  the  way 
of  ceconomy.  I  love  the  man  that  builds  a 
houfe  fubito  ingeniot  and  makes  a  wall  for  a 
horfe'j  then  cries,  "  We  wife  men  muft  think 
"  of  nothing  but  getting  ready  money."  1  am 
glad  you  approve  my  annuity ;  all  we  have  in 
this  world  is  no  more  than  an  annuity,  as  to 
our  own  enjoyment :  But  I  will  increafe  your 
regard  for  my  wifdom,  and  tell  you,  that  this 
annuity  includes  all  the  life  of  another  *,  whofe 
concern  ought  to  be  as  near  to  me  as  my  own, 

and 

*  Jlis  mother's. 
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and  with  whom  my  whole  profpe&s  ought  to 
fmifh.     I  throw  my  javelin  of  hope  no  farther, 

Cur  brein  fortes  jacularum  avo, &c. 

The  fecotid  (as  it  is  called,  but  indeed  the 
eighth)  edition  of  the  Dunciad,  with  fome  ad- 
ditional notes  and  epigrams,  fhall  be  fent  you, 
if  I  know  any  opportunity  ;  if  they  reprint  it 
with  you,  let  them  by  all  means  follow  that  oc- 
tavo edition.——  The  Drapier's  Letters  are  a- 
gain  printed  here,  very  laudably  as  to  paper, 
print,  &c.  for  you  know  I  difapprove  Iriih  po- 
litics, (as  my  commentator  tells  you),  being  a 
ftrong  and  jealous  fubject  of  England.  The 
lady  you  mention,  you  ought  not  to  complain 
of  for  not  acknowledging  your  prefent  j  fhe  ha- 
ving lately  received  a  much  richer  prefent  from 
Mr  Knight  of  the  South-fea  ;  and  you  are  fen- 
fible  fhe  cannot  ever  return  it  to  one  in  the  con- 
dition of  an  out-law.  It  is  certain,  as  he  can 
never  expect  any  favour  *,  his  motive  muft  be 
wholly  difinterefted.  Will  not  this  reflection 
make  you  blufh  ?  Your  continual  deplorings  of 
Ireland  make  me  wifh  you  were  here  long  e- 
nough  to  forget  thofe  icenes  that  fo  afflict  you: 
I  am  only  in  fear  if  you  were,  you  would  grow 
fuch  a  patriot  here  too,  as  not  to  be  quite  at 
eafe,  for  your  love  of  old  England — It  is  very 
poflible,  your  journey  in  the  time  I  compute, 
might  exactly  tally  with  my  intended  one  to 
you  ;  and  if  you  muft  foon  again  go  back,  you 

would 

*  He  was  miftaken  in  tins.  Mr  Knight  was  pardoned, 
and  came  home  in  the  year  J7-U-  Work 
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vrould  not  be  unattended.  For  the  poor  woman 
decays  perceptibly  every  week  •,  and  the  winter 
may  too  probably  put  an  end  to  a  very  long,  and 
•a  very  irreproachable  life.  My  conftant  atten- 
dance on  her  does  indeed  affect  my  mind  very 
much,  and  leflen  extremely  my  defires  of  long 
life;  fince  I  fee  the  beft  that  can  come  of  it  is 
a  miferable  benediction.  I  look  upon  myfelf  to 
be  many  years  older  in  two  ye*ars  fince  you  faw 
me  :  The  natural  imbecillity  of  my  body,  join- 
ed now  to  this  acquired  old  age  of  the  mind, 
makes  me  at  leaft  as  old  as  you,  and  we  are  the 
fitter  to  crawl  down  the  hill  together  :  I  only 
defire  I  may  be  able  to  keep  pace  with  you.  My 
firft  friendfhip  at  iixteen,  was  contracted  with 
a  man  of  feventy  ;  and  I  found  him  not  grave 
enough  or  confident  enough  for  me,  though  we 
lived  well  to  his  death.  I  fpeak  of  old  Mr  Wy- 
cherly -,  fome  letters  of  whom  (by-the-bye)  and 
of  mine,  the  bookfellers  have  got  and  printed, 
not  without  the  concurrence  of  a  noble  friend 
of  mine  and  yours  *.  I  don't  much  approve  of 
it ;  though  there  is  nothing  for  me  to  be  afhamed 
of,  becaufe  I  will  not  be  afhamed  of  any  thing 
I  do  not  do  myfelf,  or  of  any  thing  that  is  not 
immortal,  but  merely  dull,  (as  for  inftance,  if 
they  printed  this  letter  I  am  now  writing  ;  which 
they  eafily  may,  if  the  underlings  at  the  poft- 
office  pleafe  to  take  a  copy  of  it).  I  admire,  on 

this 

*  See  the  occafion,  in  the  fecond  and  third  paragraph 
of  the  preface  to  the  firft  volume  of  Pope's  Letteis,  the 
7th  of  Warburton's  edition  of  his  works. 
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this  confideration,  your  fending  your  lad  to  me 
quite  open,  without  a  leal,  wafer,  or  any  clofure 
whatever,  manifesting  the  utter  opennefs  of  the 
writer.  I  would  do  the  fame  by  this,  but  fear 
it  would  look  like  affe&ation  to  fend  two  letters 

fo  together 1  will  fully  reprefent  to  our 

friend,  (and,  I  doubt  not,  it  will  teuch  his 
heart),  what  you  fo  feelingly  fet  forth  as  to  the 
badnefs  of  your  Burgundy,  £sV.  He  is  an  ex- 
treme honeft  man  ;  and  indeed  ought  to  be  fo, 
confidering  how  very  indifcreet  and  unreferved 
he  is  :  But  I  do  not  approve  this  part  of  his  cha- 
racter, and  will  never  join  with  him  in  any  of 
his  idieneflcs  in  the  way  of  wit.  You  know 
my  maxim,  to  keep  as  clear  of  all  offence,  as  I 
am  clear  of  all  intereft  in  either  party.  I  was 
once  difpleafed  before  at  you,  for  complaining 
to  Mr  ***  of  my  not  having  a  penfion,  and  am 
fo  again  at  your  naming  it  to  a  certain  Lord.  I 
have  given  proof  in  the  courfe  of  my  whole  life, 
(from  the  time  when  I  was  in  the  friendfhip  of 
Lord  Bolingbroke  and  Mr  Cragg's,  even  to  this 
when  I  am  civilly  treated  by  Sir  R.  Walpole), 
that  I  never  thought  myfelf  fo  warm  in  any  par- 
ty's caufe  as  to  deferve  their  money  •,  and  there- 
fore v/ould  never  have  accepted  it  :  But  give 
me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  of  all  mankind,  the 
two  perfons  I  would  leaft  have  accepted  any  fa- 
vour from,  are  thofe  very  two  to  whom  you  have 
unluckily  fpoken  of  it.  I  defire  you  to  take  off 
any  imprefiions  which  that  dialogue  may  have 
left  on  his  Lordfhip's  miud,  as  if  I  ever  had 

any 
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any  thought  of  being  beholden  to  him,  or  any 
other  in  that  way.  And  yet  you  know  I  am  no 
enemy  to  the  prefent  conilitution  ;  I  believe,  as 
fmcere  a  well-wifher  to  it,  nay,  even  to  the 
church  eftablifhed,  as  any  miniftcr  in  or  out  of 
employment  whatever,  or  any  bifhop  of  Eng- 
land or  Ireland.  Yet  I  am  of  the  religion  of 
Erafmus,  a  Catholic ;  fo  1  live,  fo  fhall  I  die  •, 
and  hope  one  day  to  meet  you,  Bifhop  Atter- 
bury,  the  younger  Craggs,  Dr  Garth,  Dean 
Berkeley,  and  Mr  Hutchinlon,  in.  that  place  to 
which  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  bring  us,  and 
•every  body  ! 

Lord  B.'s  anfwer  to  your  letter  I  have  jufl  re- 
ceived, and  join  it  to  this  packet.  The  work 
-he  fpeaks  of  with  fuch  abundant  partiality,  is  a 
fyftem  of  ethics  in  the  Horatian  way. 


LETTER      CCCCLVIII. 

TO   A   CERTAIN   ESQUIRE. 

SIR,  Jan.    3.  1729-20. 

SEEING  your  frank  on  the  outfide,  and  your 
addrefs  in  the  fame  hand,  it  was  obvious 
who  was  the  writer.  And,  before  I  opened  it, 
a  worthy  friend  being  with  me,  I  told  him  the 
contents  of  the  difference  between  us.  That, 
your  tythes  being  generally  worth  five  or  fix 
pounds  per  annum^  and,  by  the  terror  of  Squire- 
ihip,  frighting  my  agent  to  take  what  you  graci- 

oufly 
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oufly  thought  fit  to  give,  you  wronged  me  of 
half  my  due  every  year.  That,  having  held 
from  your  father  an  iiland  worth  three-pence  a- 
>'ear,  which  I  planted  and  paid  two  fhillings 
annually  for  •,  and  being  out  of  pofleffion  of  the 
faid  ifland  feven  or  eight  years,  there  could  not 
poilibly  be  above  four  fhillings  due  to  you  ;  for 
which  you  have  thought  proper  to  flop  three  or 
four  years  tythe,  at  your  own  rate  of  two  pounds 
five  fhillings  a  year,  (as  I  remember)  and  ftill  con- 
tinue to  ftop  it,  on  pretence  that  the  faid  ifland 
was  not  furrendered  to  you  in  form  t  although 
you  have  cut  down  more  plantations  of  willows, 
and  abeles,  than  would  purchafe  a  dozen  fuch 
iflands.  I  told  my  friend,  that  this  talent  of 
Squires  prevailed  very  much  formerly  in  the 
country :  That,  as  to  yourfelf,  from  the  badnefs 
of  your  education,  againft  all  my  advices  and  en- 
deavours, and  from  the  caft  of  your  nature,  as 
well  as  another  circumftance  which  I  fhall  not 
mention,  I  expected  nothing  from  you  that  be- 
came a  gentleman  :  That  I  had  expoftulated  this 
fcurvy  matter  very  gently  with  you  :  That  I  con- 
ceived this  letter  was  an  anfwer :  That,  from 
the  prerogative  of  a  gcodeftate,  however  gotten, 
and  the  practice  of  lording  over  a  few  Irifh. 
wretches,  and  from  the  natural  want  of  better 
thinking,  I  was  lure  your  anfwer  would  be  ex- 
tremely rude  and  ftupid,  full  of  very  bad  lan- 
guage in  all  fenfcs  :  That,  a  bear  m  a  wildernefs 
will  as  foon  fix  on  a  philofophet  as  on  a  cottager  : 
And  a  man,  wholly  void  of  education,  judgment^ 

or 
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or  diftinc~Hon  of  perfons,  has  no  regard,  in  his 
infolence,  but  to  the  pafiion  of  fear  :  And  how 
heartily,  I  wifhed,  that  to  make  you  (hew  your 
humility,  your  quarrel  had  rather  been  with  a 
captain  of  dragoons,  than  the  Dean  of  St  Pa- 
trick's. 

All  this  happened  before  my  opening  your  let- 
ter :  which  being  read,  my  friend  told  me  I  was 
an  ill  guefler.  That  you  affirmed  you  defpifed 
me  only  as  a  clergyman  by  your  own  confeffion ; 
and  that  you  had  reafon,  becaufe  clergymen  pre- 
tend to  learning,  wherein  you  value  yourfelf  as 
what  you  are  an  utter  ftranger  to. 

I  took  fome  pains  in  providing  and  advifing 
about  your  education  ,  but,  fince  you  have  made 
fo  ill  ufe  of  my  rules,  I  cannot  deny,  that,  ac- 
cording to  your  own  principles,  your  ufage  of 
me  is  juft.  You  are  wholly  out  of  my  danger: 
The  weapons  I  ufe  will  do  you  no  hurt ;  and 
to  that  which  would  keep  nicer  men  in  awe  you 
are  infenfible.  A  needle  againft  a  ftone-wall 
can  make  no  impreffion.  Your  faculty  lies  in 
making  bargains  :  Stick  to  that.  Leave  your 
children  a  better  eftate  than  your  father  left  you  j 
as  he  left  you  much  more  than  your  grandfather 
left  him.  Your  father  and  you  are  much  \vifer 
than  I,  who  gave  among  you  fifty  years  purchafe 
for  land,  for  which  I  am  not  to  fee  one  farthing. 
This  was  intended  as  an  encouragement  to  a 
clergyman  to  refide  among  you,  whenever  any.of 
your  pofterity  fhall  be  able  to  diftinguifh  a  man 
from  a  b.eaft.  One  thing  I  defire  you  will  be  fet 


CORRESPONDENCE.       205 

right  in  :  I  do  not  defpife  all  fquires.  It  is  true, 
I  defpife  the  bulk  of  them.  But  pray  take  no- 
tice, that  a  fquire  muft  have  fome  merit  before  I 
fhall  honour  him  with  my  contempt :  For  I  do 
not  defpife  a  fly,  a  maggot,  or  a  mite. 

If  you  fend  me  an  anfwer  to  this,  I  (hall  not 
read  it,  but  open  it  before  company,  and  in  their 
prefence  burn  it ;  for  no  other  reafon  but  the  de- 
teftation  of  bad  fpelling,  no  grammar,  and  that 
pertnefs  which  'proceeds  from  ignorance  and  an 
invincible  want  of  tafte. 

I  have  ordered  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  be  takens 
with  an  intention  to  print  it,  as  a  mark  of  my  e± 
fleem  for  you  ;  which,  however,  perhaps  I  fhall 
not  purfue  :  For  I  could  willingly  excufe  our  two 
names  from  (landing  in  the  fame  paper,  fince  I 
am  confident  you  have  as  little  defire  of  fame  as 
I  have  to  give  it  you. 

I  wifh  many  happy  new  years  to  you  and  your 
family,  and  am,  with  truth, 

Your  friend  and  humble  fervant, 

Let  me  add  fomething  ferious  :  That  as  it  is 
held  an  imprudent  thing  to  provoke  valour;  fo  I 
confefs,  it  was  irrTprudent  in  me  to  provoke  rude- 
nefs :  Which,  as  it  was  my  own  (landing  rule 
never  to  do,  except  in  cafes  where  I  had  power 
to  punilli  it,  fo  my  error  proceeded  from  a  bet- 
ter opinion  of  you  than  you  have  thought  fit  to 
make  good.  'For,  with  every  fault  in  your  na- 
ture, your  education,  and  your  understanding,  I 
never  imagined  you  fo  utterly  devoid  of  knowing 
fome  little  diftir.ction  between  perfons. 

VOL.  XVI.  S  LETTER 
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LETTER      CCCCLIX. 

WILLIAM   PULTENEY  ESQ^  TO   DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  London^  Feb.  9.  1/30. 

AMONG  the  many  compliments  I  have  recei- 
ved from  my  friends  on  the  birth  of  my 
fon,  I  affaire  you  none  gave  me  greater  pleafure 
than  the  kind  letter  you  honoured  me  with  on 
the  occafion.  When  you  were  lalt  in  England, 
your  flay  was  fo  fhort,  that  I  fcarce  had  time, 
and  very  few  opportunities,  to  convince  you  how 
great  a  defire  I  had  to  bear  fome  (hare  of  your  e- 
fteem  -,  but,  mould  you  return  this  fummer,  I 
hope  you  will  continue  longer  among  us.  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  Lord  Bath  ur ft,  Pope,  myfelf,  and 
others  of  our  friends,  are  got  together  in  a  coun- 
try neighbourhood,  which  would  be  much  enli- 
vened, if  you  would  come  and  live  among  us. 
Mrs  Pulteneyjoins  with  me  in  the  invitation,  and 
is  much  obliged  to  you  for  remembering  her. 
She  bid  me  tell  you,  that  (he  is  determined  to 
have  no  more  children,  unlefs  you  will  promife 
to  come  over,  and  chriften  the  next.  You  fee 
how  much  my  happinefs,  in  mlny  refpedls,  de- 
pends upon  your  promife.  I  have  always  defired 
Pope,  when  he  wrote  to  you,  to  remember  my 
compliments ;  and  I  can  affaire  you  with  the 
greateft  truth,  though  you  have  much  older  ac- 
quaintances, that  you  have  not  in  England  a 
friend  that  loves  and  honours  you  more  than  I 

do, 
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do,  or  can  be,  with  greater  fincerity,  than  I  am, 
your  moil  humble  and  obedient  fervant, 

W.  PULTENEY. 

P.  S.  If  any  of  our'pamphlets  (with  which 
we  abound)  are  ever  fent  over  to  Ireland, 
and  you  think  them  worth  reading,  you 
will  perceive  how  low  they  are  reduced  in 
point  of  argument  on  one  iide  of  the  que- 
flion.  This  has  drove  certain  people  to 
that  laft  rcfort  of  calling  names.  Villain, 
traitor,  feditious  rafcal,  and  fuch  ingenious 
appellations,  have  frequently  been  beftowed 
on  a  couple  of  friends  of  yours.  Such  u- 
fage  has  made  it  neceffary  to  return  the  fame 
polite  language  ;  and  there  has  been  more 
Billingfgate  duff  uttered  from  the  prefs  * 
within  thefe  two  months,  than  ever  \vas 
known  before.  Upon  this  Dr  Arbuthnott 
has  wrote  a  very  humourous  treatifef ,  which 
he  (hewed,  me  this  morning ;  wherein  he 
proves,  from  many  learned  inftances,  that 
this  fort  of  altercation  is  ancient,  elegant, 
and  clafTical ;  and  that  what  the  world  falfe- 
82  ly 

•  '  Among  the  pamphlets  publifhed  M'itbin  that  period, 
was  Lord  Harvej's  "  Sedition  and  Defamation  tiifplayed  ; 
in  a  letter  to  the  author  of  the  C  raftfuian,"  publiflied  in 
January  i?3>3  '•' 

f  '  Probably  that  published  in  the  mifcellaneous  \vorks 
of  the  late  Dr  Arbnthnott,  Vol.  1.  p.  40.  printed  at  Glaf- 
gow  in  1731.  The  title  of  the  piece  is,  '  A  brief  Ac-- 
count of  Mr  John  G  in  Client's  Treat  ife  concerning  the 
Altercation,  or  Scolding  of  the  Ancients.' 
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}y  imagines  to  be  polite,  is  truly  Gothic  and 
barbarous.  He  fhews  how  the  gods  and 
goddeffes  iifed  one  another  ;  dog,  bitch,  and 
whore  were  pretty  common  expreffions  a- 
mong  them  :  Kings,  heroes,  ambaffadors, 
and  orators,  abufe  one  another  much  in  the 
fame  way  ;  arid  he  concludes,  that  it  is  a 
pity  this  method  of  abjuration  fliould  be  loll. 
His  quotations  from  Homer,  Demoflhenes, 
.-ZEfchines,  and  Tully,  are  admirable,  and  the 
whole  is  very  humouroufly  conducted.  I 
take  it  for  granted  he  will  fend  it  you  him- 
felf,  as  foou  as  it  is  printed. 


LETTER      CCCCLX. 

LORD  B TO  DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  DEAN,  Feb.  12.  1729-30. 

I  HAVE  this  moment  received  a  letter  from 
you;  but  it  is  the  firit  I  can  call  a  letter; 
the  other  feraps  were  only  to  dire£l  me  to  convey 
your  correfpondence  to  others,  and  I  thought  I 
anfwered  them  beft  by  obeying  your  command*. 
But  now  you  have  deigned  to  fend  me  one  in 
form,  with"  a  proper  beginning  and  ending,  I 
will  not  wait  even  for  a  pod-day ;  but  I  have  ta- 
ken pen  and  ink  immediately  to  tell  you,  how 
nTfich  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  you,  and  how 

fincerely  I  am 

Well,    I  might  end  here,    if  I  would  ;    but  I 

can't 
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can't  part  with  you  fo  foonj  and  I  muft  let  you 
know,  that  as  to  your  money  affairs,  though  I 
have  paid  off  John  Gay,  I  dill  keep  the  2ool.  for 
which  I  have  given  him  a  note.  I  have  paid  him 
intereft  to  this  time  for  it,  which  he  muft  account 
to  you  for.  Now  you  muft  imagine,  that  a  man, 
who  has  nine  children  to  feed,  can't  long  afford 
fillenos  pafcere  nutnmos ;  but  I  have  four  or  five, 
that  are  very  fit  for  the  table  *.  I  only  wait  for 
the  Lord  Mayor's  day  to  difpofe  of  the  largeft  ; 
and  I  fhall  be  fare  of  getting  off  the  youngeft, 
whenever  a  certain  great  man  f  makes  another 
entertainment  at  Chelfea.  Now  you  fee,  though 
I  am  yov-  debtor,  I  am  not  without  my  proper 
ways  and  means  to  raife  a  fupply  anfwerable  to 
your  demand.  I  muft  own  to  you,  that  i  fhould 
not  have  thought  of  this  method  of  raifing  mo- 
ney ;  but  that  you  feemed  to  point  it  out  to  me. 
For  juft  at  the  time  that  fcheme  came  out,  which 
pretended  to  be  calculated  only  for  Ireland,  you 
gave  me  a  hint  in  one  of  the  envelopes  \_nngllce 
covers}  that  you  wifhed  I  might  provide  for  my 
numerous  family  ;  and  in  this  lafl  you  harp  upon 
S  3  the 

•  This  alhutes  to  a  tract  of  the  Dean's,  intltlcd, '  "  A 
"  inocleft  propofal  for  preventing  the  children  ef  poor 
"  people  in  Ireland  from  being  a  burden  to  their  parents 
"  or  country,  and  for  making  them  beneficial  to  the 
"  public."  The  Dean  had  propof-'d  many  nfeful  fchenies, 
•\vhieh  having  been  ne»;le<fted,  he  fatlrically  and  huniour- 
oufly  propofcs  to  fatten  and  eit  the  children  of  tliepoor, 
as  the  only  remaining  expedient  to  prevent  inifery  to 
thcir.folves,  and  render  them  ol'i'ome  benefit  to  the  public. 

f  '  Sir  Robert  \Valpole.* 
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the  fame  firing.  I  did  immediately  propofe  it 
to  Lady  Bathurft  as  your  advice,  particularly  for 
herlaftboy,  which  was  born  the  plumpeft,  fined 
thing,  that  could  be  feen ;  but  fhe  fell  in  a  paf- 
(ion,  and  bid  rue  fend  you  word,  that  fhe  would 
not  follow  your  direction,  but  that  fhe  would 
breed  him  up  to  be  a  parfon,  and  he  fhould  live 
upon  the  fat  of  the  land  ;  or  a  lawyer,  and  then, 
inftead  of  being  eat  himfelf,  he  fhould  devour 
others.  You  know  women  in  paffion  never  mind 
what  they  fay ;  but,  as  fhe  is  a  very  reafonable 
woman,  I  have  almofl  brought  her  over  now  to 
your  opinion  ;  and  having  convinced  her,  that  as 
matters  flood,  we  could  not  poffibly  maintain  all 
the  nine  ;  fhe  does  begin  to  think  it  reafonable 
the  youngeft  fhould  raife  fortunes  for  the  eldefl. 
And  upon  that  foot  a  man  may  perform  family 
duty  with  more  courage  and  zeal ;  for  if  he 
fhould  happen  to  get  twins,  the  felling  of  one 
might  provide  for  the  other.  Or  if,  by  any  ac- 
cident, whilft  his  wife  lies  in  with  one  child,  he 
fhould  get  a  fecond  upon  the  body  of  another 
woman,  he  might  difpofe  of  the  fatteft  of  the 
two,  and  that  would  help  to  breed  up  the  other. 
The  more  I  think  upon  this  fcheme,  the  more 
reafonable  it  appears  to  me  ;  and  it  ought  by  no 
means  to  be  confined  to  Ireland  ;  for  in  all  pro- 
bability we  fhall,  in  a  very  little  time,  be  alto- 
gether as  poor  here  as  you  are  there.  I  believe 
indeed  we  fhall  carry  it  farther,  and  not  confine 
our  luxury  only  to  the  eating  of  children  j  for  I 
happened  to  peep  the  other  day  into  a  large  af- 

fcmbl  y 
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fembly  not  far  from  Weftminfter-hall  *,  and  I 
found  them  reading  a  great  fat  fellow  f .  For 
my  own  part  I  had  not  the  leaft  inclination  to 
a  flice  of  him  ;  but,  if  I  guefled  it  right,  four  in 
five  of  the  company  had  a  devilifh  mind  to  be 
at  him.  You  begin  now  to  wifh  I  had  ended, 
when  I  might  have  done  it  fo  conveniently. 
Well,  adieu. 


LETTER      CCCCLXI. 

MR   GAY    TO    DR   SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  London^  March  3.  1729-30, 

IFiND  you  are  determined  not  to  write  to  me 
according  to  our  laft  ilipulation.  Had  I  not 
been  every  poft  for  fome  time  in  expectation  jto 
have  heard  from  you,  I  fliould  have  wrote  to  you 
before,  to  let  you  know  theprefent  (late  of  your 
affairs.  Let  me  know  what  I  mall  do  with  the 
intereft-money  I  have  received.  What  I  have 
done  for  you,  I  did  for  myfelf,  which  will  he  al- 
ways the  way  of  my  tranfacting  any  thing  for 
you.  My  old  vampt  play  got  me  no  money  > 
for  it  had  no  fuccefs.  I  am  going  very  foon  in- 
to Wiltfhire  with  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry, 
with  intention  to  ftay  there  till  the  winter.  Since 
I  had  that  fevere  fit  of  ficknefs,  I  find  my  health 
requires  it  •,  for  I  cannot  bear  the  town  as  I  could 

formerly. 

•  '  The  Parliament.' 
t  '  Sir  Robert  Walpole.' 
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formerly.  I  hope  another  fummer's  air  and  ex- 
ercife  will  reinflate  me.  I  continue  to  drink 
nothing  but  water,  fo  that  you  can't  require  any 
poetry  from  me.  I  have  been  very  feldom  a- 
broad  fmce  I  came  to  town,  and  not  once  at 
court.  This  is  no  reftraint  upon  me,  for  I  am 
grown  old  enough  to  wifli  for  retirement.  I  faw 
Mr  Pope  a  day  or  two  ago  in  good  fpirits,  and 
with  good  withes  for  you.  We  always  talk  of 
you ;  the  doftor  dees  the  fame.  I  have  left  oiF 
all  great  folks  but  our  own  family.  Perhaps 
you  will  think  all  great  folks  little  enough  to 
leave  off  us,  in  our  prefent  fituation.  I  don't 
hate  the  world,  but  1  laugh  at  it ;  for  none  but 
fools  can  be  in  earneft  about  a  trifle.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  your's  moft  affectionately. 

Dire£t  for  me  at  the  D of  Q^- — ,  in  Bur- 
lington-gardens. 


LETTER       CCCCLXII. 

EARL   OF   OXFORD   TO   DR   SWIFT. 

Dover-Jlreet,  March  4,  1729-30. 


GOOD   MASTER   DEAN, 

IT  is  now  above  a  whole  year  and  fix  months 
fmce  I  have  had  the  favour  and  pleafure  of 
a  line  from  your  own  felf  j  and  I  have  not  trou- 
bled you  with  one  from  myfelf  ;  the  anfwer  that 
you  would  naturally  make  is  very  obvious.   Why 

do 
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do  you  then  trouble  me  now  ?  I  reply,  it  is  to 
join  with  my  friend  Mr  Pope  in  recommending 
the  perfon  concerned  in  the  inclofed  propofal  to 
your  favour  and  protection,  and  to  intreat  that 
you  would  be  fo  good  as  to  promote  his  intereft. 
I  have  not  fentyou  any  of  his  receipts  ;  but  will, 
when  you  will  pleafe  to  let  me  know  what  num- 
ber you  can  difpofe  of:  I  believe  that  your  bi- 
fhops  have  more  learning,  at  leaft  would  be 
thought  to  have  more,  than  our  bench  here  can 
pretend  to  ;  fo  I  hope  they  will  all  fubfcribe. 
The  perfon  concerned  is  a  worthy  honeft  man  ; 
and,  by  this  work  of  his,  he  is  in  hopes  to  get 
free  of  the  load  which  has  hung  upon  him  fome 
years :  This  debt  of  his  is  not  owing  to  any  fol- 
ly or  extravagance  of  his,  but  to  the  calamity  of 
his  houfe  being  twice  burnt,  which  he  was  obli- 
ged to  rebuild  -,  and  having  butfmall  preferment 
in  the  church,  and  a  large  family  of  children,  he 
has  not  been  able  to  extricate  himfeif  out  of. the 
difficulties  thefe  accidents  have  brought  upon 
him.  Three  fons  he  has  bred  up  well  at  Weft- 
minder,  and  they  are  excellent  fcholars :  The  eld- 
eft  has  been  one  of  the  ufhers  in  Weftrninfter 
fchool  finct  the  year  1714. 

He  is  a  man  in  years,  yet  hearty  and  able  to 
ftudy  many  hours  in  a  day.  This  in  fhor-t  is  the 
cafe  of  an  honeft,  poor,  worthy  clergyman  ;  and 
I  hope  you  will  take  him  under  your  protection. 
I  cannot  pretend  that  my  recommendation  mould 
have  any  weight  with  you,  but  as  it  is  joined  to 
and  under  the  wing  of  Mr  Pope. 
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I  took  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  write  to  you, 
to  let  you  know  you  had  fuch  an  humble  fervant 
in  being,  that  often  remembers  you,  and  wifhes 
to  fee  you  in  this  iiland.  My  family,  I  thank 
God,  is  well :  My  daughter  had,  laft  fummer, 
the  fmall-pox  really,  and  in  the  natural  way,  and 
fhe  is  not  marked  at  all.  My  wife  and  daugh- 
ter defire  that  you  will  accept  of  their  humble 
fervices,  and  fay  that  they  want  much  to  fee 
you. 

I  obeyed  your  commands,  and  did  Mr  Whal- 
ley  all  the  little  fervices  I  was  capable  of :  It  was 
little  enough  that  was  in  my  power,  God  knows. 
He  comes  again  before  us  foon  after  Eafter :  He 
feems  to  be  in  great  hopes,  I  wifh  they  may  be 
well-founded. 

I  think  it  is  now  time  to  releafe  you,  which  I 
will  not  do  until  I  have  told  you,  I  may  fay  re- 
peat to  you,  that  I  have  a  houfe  for  you,  or  houfe- 
room,  come  when  you  pleafe,  provided  you  come 
foon,  I  am,  with  true  refpe£l  and  efteem,  your 
ttiofl  obliged  and  moil  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD. 

Your  Lord  Lieutenant  would  do  well  to  encou- 
rage this  poor  man;  he  deferves  it  better  than 
Bulkeley. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      CCCCLXIII. 

Dublin,  March  13.  1730-1. 

YOUR  fituation  is  an  odd  one  ;  theDutchefs 
is  your  treafurer,  and  Mr  Pope  tells  me 
you  are  the  Duke's.  And  I  had  gone  a  good 
way  in  fome  verfes  on  that  occafion,  prefcribing 
leflbns  to  direct  your  conduct,  in  a  negative  way  ; 
not  to  do  fo  and  fo,  &c.  like  other  treafurers ; 
how  to  deal  with  fervants,  tenants,  or  neighbour- 
ing 'fquires,  which  I  take  to  be  courtiers,  parlia- 
ments, and  princes  in  alliance  ;  and  fo-the  paral- 
lel goes  on,  but  grows  too  long  to  pleafe  me.  I 
prove,  that  poets  are  the  fitted  perfons  to  be 
treafurers  and  managers  to  great  perfons,  from, 
their  virtues  and  contempt  of  money,  £5*r.— . 
Pray,  why  did  you  not  get  a  new  heel  to  your 
fhoe  ?  unlefs  you  would  make  your  court  at  St 
James's,  by  affecting  to  imitate  the  prince  of 

LiJliput But  the  reft  of  your  letter   being 

wholly  taken  up  in  a  very  bad  character  of  the 
Dutchefs,  I  (hall  fay  no  more  to  you,  but  apply 
myfelf  to  her  Grace. 

Madam,  fince  Mr  Gay  affirms  that  you  love 
to  have  your  own  way,  and  fince  I  have  the  fame 
perfection,  I  will  fettle  that  matter  immediately, 
to  prevent  thofe  ill  confequences  he  apprehends. 
Your  Grace  Ihall  have  your  own  way  in  all  pla- 
ces except  your  own  houfe,  and  the  domains  a- 
bout  it.  There,  and  there  only,  I  expect  to 
bajcmins;  fo  that  you  have  all  the  wcild  to 

reign 
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reign  in,  bating  only  two  or  three  hundred  acres, 
and  two  or  three  houfes  in  tov,Tn  and  country. 
I  will  likewife,  out  of  my  fpecial  grace,  certain 
knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  allow  you  to  be 
in  the  right  againft  all  human  kind  except  my- 
felf,  and  to  be  never  in  the  wrong,  but  when 
you  differ  from  me.  You  fhall  have  a  greater 
privilege  in  the  third  article  of  fpeaking  your 
mind  ;  which  I  {hall  gracioufly  allow  you  now 
and  then  to  do  even  to  myfelf,  and  only  rebuke 
you  when  it  does  not  pleafe  me. 

Madam,  I  am  now  got  as  far  as  your  Grace's 
letter ;  which,  having  not  read  this  fortnight, 
(having  been  out  of  town,  and  not  daring  to 
trufk  myfelf  with  the  carriage  of  it),  the  prefump- 
tuous  manner  in  which  you  begin  had  flipt  out 
of  my  memory.  But  I  forgive  you  to  the  feven- 
ticth  line,  where  you  begin  to  banifh  me  for  e- 
ver,  by  demanding  me  to  anfwer  all  the  good 
character  fome  partial  friends  have  given  me. 
Madam,  I  have  lived  fixteen  years  in  Ireland,  with 
only  an  intermiflion  of  two  fummers'in  England; 
and  confequently  am  fifty  years  older  than  I  was 
at  the  Qiieen's  death,  and  fifty  thoufand  times 
duller,  and  fifty  million  times  more  peevifli,  per- 
verfe,  and  morofe :  So  that,  Under  thefe  dif- 
advantages,  I  can  only  pretend  to  excel  all  your 
other  acquaintance  about  fome  twenty  bars 
length.  Pray,  Madam,  have  you  a  clear  voice? 
and  will  you  let  me  fit  at  your  left  hand,  at  leaft 
within  three  of  you  ?  for  of  two  bad  ears,  my 
right  is  the  beft.  My  groom  tells  me  that  he 

likes 
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likes  your  park,  but  your  houfe  is  too  little.  Can 
the  parfon  of  the  parifh  play  at  backgammon, 
and  hold  his  tongue  ?  Is  any  one  of  your  women 
a  good  nurfe,  if  I  fhould  fancy  myfelf  fick  for 
four  and  twenty  hours  ?  How  many  days  will 
you  maintain  me  and  my  equipage  ?  When  thefe 
preliminaries  are  fettled,  I  muft  be  very  poor, 
very  fick,  or  dead,  or  to  the  laft  degree  unfortu- 
nate, if  I  do  not  attend  you  at  Aimfbury.  For 
I  profefs,  you  are  the  firft  lady  that  ever  I  defired 
to  fee,  fmce  the  fidt  of  Auguft  1714;  and  I  have 
forgot  the  date  when  that  defsre  grew  ftrong  up- 
on me  ;  but  I  know  I  was  not  then  in  England,  elfe 
I  would  have  gone  on  foot  for  that  happinefs  as 
far  as  to  your  houfe  in  Scotland.  But  I  can  foon 
recollect  the  time,  by  afking  fome  ladies  here 
the  month,  the  day,  and  the  hour  when  I  began 
to  endure  their  company :  Which  however  I 
think  was  a  fign  of  my  ill  judgment  ;  for  I  do 
not  perceive  they  mend  in  any  thing  but  envying 
or  admiring  your  Grace.  I  diflike  nothing  in 
your  letter  but  an  affected  apology  for  bad  wri- 
ting, bad  fpelling,  and  a  bad  pen,  which  you  pre- 
tend Mr  Gay  found  fault  with  j  wherein  you  af- 
front Mr  Gay,  you  affront  me,  and  you  affront 
yourfelf.  Falfe  fpelling  is  only  excufable  in  a 
chamber-maid,  for  I  would  not  pardon  it  in  any 

of  your  waiting-women. Pray  God  preferve 

your  Grace  and  family  ;  and  give  -me  leave  to 
expect  that  you  will  be  fo  juft  to  remember  me 
among  thofe  who  have  the  greateft  regard  for 
virtue,  goodnefs,  prudence,  courage,  and  gene- 
VOL.  XVI.  T  rofitv; 
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rofity;  after  which  you  mufl  conclude,  that  I 
am,  with  the  greateft  refped  and  gratitude,  Ma- 
dam, your  Grace's  moll  obedient  and  moft  hum- 
ble feivant,  £sV. 


To  Mr  GAY. 

I  have  juft  got  your's  of  February  24th,  with 
a  poftfcript  by  Mr  Pope.  I  am  in  great  concern 
for  him  ;  I  find  Mr  Pope  dictated  to  you  the  firft 
part,  and  with  great  difficulty  fome  days  after 
added  the  reft.  I  fee  his  weaknefs  by  his  hand- 
writing. How  much  does  his  philofophy  exceed 
mine ;  I  could  not  bear  to  fee  him  :  I  will  write 
to  him  foon. 


LETTER    CCCCLXIV. 

MR  GAY    TO   DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  March  the  31/7,  1730. 

I  EXPECT,  in  about  a  fortnight,  to  fet  out  for 
Wiltfhire,  and  am  as  impatient  as  you  feem 
to  be  to  have  me  get  on  horfeback.  I  thought 
proper  to  give  you  this  intelligence,  becaufe  Mi- 
Lewis  told  me  laft  Sunday,  that  he  was,  within 
a  day  or  two,  to  fet  out  for  the  Bath  ;  fo  that 
very  foon  you  are  like  to  have  neither  of  your 
cafhiers  in  town.  Continue  to  direct  for  me  at 
this  houfe:  The  letters  will  be  fent  to  me, 

where-cver 
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where-ever  I  am.  My  ambition  at  prefent  is  le- 
velled to  the  fame  point  that  you  dire£t  me  to ; 
for  I  am  every  day  building  villakins,  and  have 
given  over  that  of  caflles.  If  I  were  to  under- 
take it  in  my  prefent  circumflance,  I  {hould, 
in  the  mod  thrifty  fcheme,  loon  be  ftrained  ;  and 
I  hate  to  be  in  debt ;  for  I  can't  bear  to  pawn 
five  pounds  worth  of  my  liberty  to  a  taylor  or  a 
butcher.  I  grant  you  this  is  not  having  the  true 
fpirit  of  modern  nobility;  but  it  is  hard  to  cure 
the  prejudice  of  education.  I  have  made  your 

compliments  to  Mr  P j  who  is  very  much  your 

humble  fervant.  I  have  not  feen  the  Doclor, 
and  am  not  like  to  fee  his  Rouen  brother  very 
foon ;  for  he  is  gone  to  China.  Mr  Pope  toJd 
me,  he  had  acquainted  the  Do£ror  with  the  mif- 
fcrtune  of  the  four  hermitage.  My  Lord  Oxford 
told  me,  he  at  prefent  could  match  your's,  and. 
from  the  fame  perfon.  The  Do&or  was  touch- 
ed with  your  difappointment,  and  hath  promifed 
to  reprefent  this  affair  to  his  brother  at  his  re- 
turn from  China.  I  aflure  you,  for  all  your 
gibes,  that  Iwi(h  you  heartily  good  wine,  though 
I  can  drink  none  myfelf.  When  Lord  Boling- 
broke  is  in  town,  he  lodges  at  Mr  Chetwynd's 
in  Dover-ftreet.  I  do  not  know  how  to  direct 
to  him  in  the  country.  I  have  been  extremely 
taken  up  of  late  in  fettling  a  fteward's  account. 
I  am  endeavouring  to  do  all  the  juftice  and  fer- 
vice  I  can  to  a  friend ;  fo  I  am  fure  you  will 
think  I  am  well  employed  upon  this  occallon.  I 
cow  and  then  have  feen  Jo.  Taylor,  who  fays 
T2  he 
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he  hath  a  demand  upon  you  for  rent,  you  havin'g 
taken  his  houfe  in  the  country,  and  he  being  de- 
termined not  to  let  it  to  any  body  elfe  ;  and  he 
thinks  it  but  reafonable,  that  you  fhould  either 
come  and  live  in  it,  or  pay  your  rent.  I  neither 
ride  nor  walk;  but  I  defign  to  do  both  this 
month,  and  to  become  a  laudable  pra&itioner. 

The  Dutchefs  wifhes  fhe  had  feen  you,  and 
thinks  you  were  in  the  wrong  to  hide  yourfelf, 
and  peep  through  the  window,  that  day  fhe  came 
to  Mr  Pope's.  The  Duke  too  is  obliged  to  you 
for  your  good  opinion,  and  is  your  humble  fer- 
vant.  If  I  were  to  write,  I  am  afraid  I  fhouUi 
incur  the  difpleafure  of  my  fuperiors.  I  can't 
for  my  Hfe  think  fo  well  of  them,  as  they  them- 
felves  think  they  deferve.  If  you  have  a  very 
great  mind  to  pleafe  the  Dutchefs,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  pleafe  me,  I  wifh  you  would  write 
a  letter  to  her,  to  fend  to  her  brother,  Lord  Corn- 
bury,  to  advife  hun  in  his  travels  j  for  (he  fays 
flie  would  take  your  advice  rather  than  mine  j 
and  fhe  remembers  that  you  told  her  in  the  Park, 
that  you  loved  and  honoured  her  family.  You 
always  infifted  upon  a  lady's  making  advances 
to  you  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  you  will  think 
this  declaration  fufficient.  Then  too,  when  you 
were  in  England,  fhe  writ  a  letter  to  you,  and  I 
have  been  often  blamed  fmce  for  not  deliver- 
ing it. 

The  day  the  penfion-biH  was  thrown  out  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  Lord  Bathuril  fpoke  with 
great  applaufe.  I  have  not  time  to  go  to  Mr 

Pope's : 
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Pope's  :  In  a  day  or  two  very  probably  I  frail  fee 
him,  and  acquaint  him  about  the  ufquebaugh.  I 
will  not  embezzle  yourintereft-money  ;  though, 
by  locking  over  your  accounts,  I  fee  how  money 
may  be  embezzled.  As  to  my  being  engaged  in 
an  affair  of  this  kind,  I  fay  nothing  for  myfelf, 
but  that  I  will  do  all  I  can  :  For  the  reft  I  leave 
Jo.  Taylor  to  fpeak  for  me.  To-day  I  dine  with 
Alderman  Barber,  the  prefent  fheriff,  who  holds 
his  feaft  in  the  city.  Does  not  Charteris's  mif- 
fortunes  *  grieve  you  ?  For  that  great  man  is 
like  to  fave  his  life,  and  lofe  fome  of  his  monkey. 
A  very  hard  cafe  ! 

P.  S.  I  am  juil  now  come  from  the  Alderman's 
feaft,  who  had  a  very  fine  dinner,  and  a  very 
fine  appearance  of  company. 

The  pofl  is  j.uft  going  away. 
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April  14.  1730, 

THIS  is  a  letter  extraordinary,  to  do  and  fay 
nothing   but    recommend   to   you    (as    a 
clergyman  ar\d  a  charitable  one)  a  pious   and  ;i 
good  work,  and  for  a  good  and  an  honeft  man  : 
moreover  he  is  above  feventy,  and  poor,  which 
you  might  think    included  in   the  word  boiitft. 
1  {hall  think   it  a   kindnefs  done  myfelf,  if  you 
T  3  can 

•    'He  was  condemned  at  the  Old  Bailry  on  the  27ili  of 
5cb.  17-9-  y,  for  a  raps.' 
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can  propagate  Mr  Weftley's  fubfcription  for  His 
commentary  on  Job,  among  your  divines,  (bi- 
ihops  excepted,  of  whom  there  is  no  hope),  and 
among  fuch  as  are  believers,  or  readers  of  fcrip- 
ture ;  even  the  curious  may  find  fomething  to 
pleafe  them,  if  they  foorn  to  be  edified.  It  has 
been  the  labour  of  eight  years  of  this  learn- 
ed man's  life  ;  I  call  him  what  he  is,  a  learned- 
man,  and  I  engage  you  wilt  approve  his  profc 
more  than  you  formerly  could  his  poetry.  Lord 
Bolingbroke  is  a  favourer  of  it,  and  allows  you 
to  do  your  beft  to  ferve  an  old  Tory,  and  a 
fufFerer  for  the  church  of  England,  though  you 
are  a  Whig,  as  I  am. 

We  have  here  fome  verfes  in  your  .name, 
which  I  am  angry  at.  Sure  you  would  not  ufe 
me  fo  ill  as  to  natter  me.  I  therefore  think  it 
is  fome  other  weak  Irifliman. 

P.  S.  I  did  not  take  the  pen  out  of  Pope's 
hands,  I  proteft  to.  you.  But  finee  he  will 
not  fill  the  remainder  of  the  page,  I  think  I 
may  without  offence.  I  feek  no  epiflolary 
fame,  but  am  a  good  deal  pleafed  to  think 
that  it  will  be  known  hereafter  that  you  and 
I  lived  in  the  moft  friendly  intimacy  together. 

-Pliny  writ  his  letters  for  the  public  ;    fo 

did  Seneca,  fo  did  Balfac,  Voiture,  &c.  Tul- 
]y  did  not ;  and  therefore  thefe  give  us  more 
pleafure  than  any  which  have  come  down  to 
us  from  antiquity.  When  we  read  them,  we 
pry  into  a  fecret  which  was  intended  to  be 

kept 
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kept  from  us.  That  is  a  pleafure.  We  fee 
Cato,  and  Brutus,  and  Pompey,  and  others, 
fuch  as  they  really  were,  and  not  fuch  as  the 
gaping  multitude  of  their  own  age  took  them 
to  be,  or  as  hiftorians  and  poets  have  repre- 
fented  them  to  ours.  That  is  another  plea- 
fure.  I  remember  to  have  feen  a  proceflion  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  wherein  an  image  of  Char- 
lemagne is  carried  on  the  fhoulders  of  a  man9 
•who  is  hid  by  the  long  robe  of  the  imperial 
faint.  Follow  him  into  the  veftry  ;  you  fee 
the  bearer  flip  from  under  the  robe,  and  the 
gigantic  figure  dwindles  into  an  image  of  the 
ordinary  fize,  and  is  fet  by  among  other  lum- 
ber. I  agree  much  with  Pope,  that  our  cli- 
mate is  rather  better  than  that  you  are  m, 
and  perhaps  your  public  fpirit  would  be  lefs 
grieved,  or  oftener  comforted,  here  than 
there.  Come  to  us  therefore  on  a  vifit  at 
lead.  It  will  not  be  the  fault  of  feveral  per- 
fons  here,  if  you  do  not  come  to  live  with 
us.  But  great  good  will,  and  little  power, 
produce  fuch  low  and  feeble  effects  as  can  be 
acceptable  to  heaven  alone,  and-  heavenly 
men — I  know  you  will  be  angry  with  me,  if 
I  fay  nothing  to  you  of  a  poor  woman  *,  who 
is  ftill  on  the  other  fide  of  the  water  in  a  moil 
languifhing  ftate  of  health.  If  {he  regains 
ftrength  enough  to  come  over,  (and  {he  is 
better  within  a  few  weeks),  I  {hall  nurfe  her 

in 
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in  this  farm  *  with  all  the  care  and  tendernefs 
poflible.  If  fhe  does  not,  I  muft  pay  her  the 
lad  duty  of  friendfliip  where-ever  fhe  is,  tho* 
I  break  through  the  whole  plan  of  life  which 
I  have  formed  in  my  mind.  Adieu.  I  anv 
moft  faithfully  and  affectionately  yourV 


LETTER      CCCCLXVI. 

TO   LADY   WORSLET. 
MADAM,  April  Ip.   1730% 

MY  Lady  Carteret  (if  you  know  fuch  a  lady) 
commands  me  to  purfue  my  own  incli- 
nation ;  which  is,  to  honour  myfelf  with  wri- 
ting you  a  letter ;  and  thereby  endeavouring  to 
preferve  myfelf  in  your  memory,  in  fpite  of  an 
acquaintance  of  more  years,  than  in  regard  to 
my  own  reputation,  as  a  young  gentleman,  I 
care  to  recollect.  'l  forget  whether  I  had  not 
fome  reafon  to  be  angry  with  your  Ladyfhip 
when  I  was  laft  in  England.  I  hope  to  fee  you 
very  fcon  the  youngeft  great-grandmother  in 
Europe  :  And  fifteen  years  hence  (which  I  (hall 
have  nothing  to  do- with)  you  will  be  at  the  a- 
mufement  of  "  Rife  up  daughter,"  &c.  You 
are  to  anfwer  this  letter,  and  to  inform  me  of 
your  health  and  humour ;  and,  whether  you 
like  your  daughter  better  or  worfe,  after  having 

fo 

*  Lord  Bolingbroke's  feat  at  Dawley  in   Middlcfcx. 
tftrt. 
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fo  long  converfed  with  the  Irifh  world,  and  fa 
little  with  me.  Tell  me  what  are  your  amufe- 
ments  at  prefent  •,  cards,  court,  books,  vifiting, 
or  fondling  (I  humbly  beg  your  Ladyihip's  par- 
don, but  it  is  between  ourfelves)  your  grand- 
children ?  My  Lady  Carteret  hath  been  the  bed 
Queen  we  have  known  in  Ireland  thefe  many- 
years  ;  yet  {he  is  mortally  hated  by  all  the  young 
girls,  becaufe  (and  it  is  your  fault)  (he  is  hand- 
fomer  than  nil  of  them  together.  Pray,  do  not 
infult  poor  Ireland  on  this  occafion,  for  it  would 
have  been  exactly  the  fame  thing  in  London. 
And  therefore  I  (hall  advife  the  K— g,  when  I 
go  next  to  England,  to  fend  no  more  of  her  fort, 
(if  fuch  another  can  be  found)  for  fear  of  turn- 
ing all  his  loyal  female  fubjeSs  here  againft  him. 

How  is  our  old  friend  Mrs  Barton  ?  (I  forget 
her  new  name).  I  faw  her  three  years  ago  at 
court,  almoft  dwindled  to  an  echo,  and  hardly 
knew  her,  while  your  eyes  dazzled  me  as  much 
as  when  I  firft  met  them  j  which,  confidering 
myfelf,  is  a  greater  compliment  than  you  are  a- 
ware  of.  I  wifh  you  may  have  grace  to  find  if. 

My  Lady  Carteret  hath  made  me  a  prefent, 
which  I  take  to  be  maTicious,  with  a  defign  to 
ftand  in  your  place.  Therefore  1  would  have 
you  to  provide  againil  it  by  another,  and  fome- 
thing  of  your  own  work,  as  her's  is.  For  you 
know  1  always  expecl  advances  and  prefents  from 
ladies.  Neither  was  I  ever  deceived  in  this  laft 
article  by  any  of  your  fex  but  the  Qj-n,  whom 
I  taxed  three  years  ago  with  a  prefent  of  ten 

pounds 
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pounds  value.  Upon  taking  my  leave,  {he  faid  flic 
intended  a  medal  for  me,  but  it  was  not  finifhed. 
I  afterwards  fent  her,  on  her  own  commands^ 
about  five  and  thirty  pounds  worth  of  filk,  for 
herfelf  and  the  princefles  ;  but  never  received 
the  medal  to  this  dny.  Therefore  I  will  truft 
your  fex  no  more.  You  are  to  prefent  my  moll 
humble  fervice  to  my  old  friend  Sir  Robert  Wcr- 
fley.  I  hope  my  friend  Harry  is  well  and  fat- 
tening in  the  fun,  and  continuing  a  batchelor  to 
enrich  the  poor  Worfiey  family. 

I  command  you  to  believe  me  to  be,  with  the 
greateft  truth  and  refpec"t,  &c. 


LETTER      CCCCLXVII. 

LORD   B TO   DR  SWIFT, 

DEAR  DEAN,  June  3°' 

I  RE  AD  a  letter  from  you  fome  time  ago,  which 
gave  me  infinite  pleafure  •,  and  I  was  going 
to  return  you  an  anfwer  immediately  :  But  when 
I  fat  down  to  write,  I  found  my  thoughts  rolled 
upon  the  trifles,  which  fill  the  fcene  of  life  in 
that  bufy,  fenfelefe  place,  where  I  then  was  *; 
•and  though  I  had  nothing  to  do  there,  at  lealt 
nothing  worth  doing,  and  time  lay  upon  my 
hands,  I  was  refolved  to  defer  writing  to  you, 
till  I  could  clear  my  head  from  that  rubbifh, 
which  every  one  muft  contract  in  that  place.  I 

cannot 
*  London. 
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cannot  but  fancy,  if  one  of  our  heads  were  dif- 
fe£led  after  palling  a  winter's  campaign  there, 
it  would  appear  juft  like  a  pamphlet  (hop  ;  you'd 
fee  a  collection  of  treaties,  a  bundle  of  farces, 
a  parcel  of  encomiums,  another  of  fatires, 
fpeeches,  novels,  fermons,  bawdy  fongs,  ad- 
drefies,  epigrams,  proclamations,  poems,  divi- 
nity-lectures, quac*k-bills,  hiftorical  accounts, 
tables,  and  God  knows  what. 

The  moment  I  got  down  here,  I  found  myfelf 
quite  clear  from  all  thofe  affairs  ;  but  really  the 
hurry  of  bufinefs,  which  came  upon  me  after  a 
ftate  of  idlenefs  for  fix  months,  muft  excufe  me 
to  you.  Here  I  ana  abfolute  monarch  of  a  circle 
of  above  a  mile  round,  at  lead  one  hundred  acres 
of  ground,  which  (to  fpeak  in  the  ftyle  of  one  of 
your  countrymen)  is  very  populous  in  cattle,  fid), 
and  fowl. 

To  enjoy  this  power,  which  I  relifh  extremely, 
and  regulate  this  dominion,  which  I  prefer  to 
any  other,  has  taken  up  my  time  from  morning 
to  night.  There  are  Yahoos  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  but  having  read  in  hiftory,  that  the  fouth- 
ern  part  of  Britain  was  long  defended  againft  the 
Picts  by  a  wall,  I  have  fortified  my  territories  all 
round.  That  wife  people  the  Chinefe,  you 
know,  did  the  fame  thing  to  defend  themfelves 
againfl:  the  Tartars.  Now,  I  think  on  it,  as  this 
letter  is  to  be  fent  to  you,  it  will  certainly  be  o- 
pened ;  and  I  fhall  have  fome  obfervations  made 
upon  it,  becaufe  I  am  within  three  miles  of  a 
certain  cattle.  Therefore  I  do  hereby  declare, 

that 
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that  nothing  herein  contained  fhall  extend,  or  be 
conftrued  to  extend  fo  far  :  And  furthermore,  I 
think  myfelf  in  honour  bound  to  acknowledge, that 
under  our  prefent  juft  and  prudent  miniftry,  I  do 
not  fear  the  lead  moleftation  from  that  quarter. 
Neither  are  the  fortifications  afore-mentioned  in 
any-wife  defigned  to  keep  them  out  j  for  I  am 
wellfatisfied  they  can  break  through  much  ftrong- 
er  fences  than  thefe,  if  they  fhould  have  a  mind 
to  it.  Obferve  how  naturally  power  and  domi- 
nion are  attended  with  fear  and  precaution. 
When  I  am  in  the  herd,  I  have  as  little  of  it  a- 
tout  me  as  any  body ;  but  now  that  I  am  in  the 
midft  of  my  own  dominions,  I  think  of  nothing 
but  preferving  them,  and  grow  fearful,  leaft  a 
certain  great  man  fhould  take  a  fancy  to  them, 
and  tranfport  them  into  Norfolk*,  to  place  them 
5n  an  ifland  in  one  of  his  new-made  fifh-ponds. 
Or,  if  you  take  this  for  too  proud  a  thought,  I 
will  only  fuppofe  it  to  be  hung  out  under  a  great 
bow- window. 

In  either  cafe,  I  muft  confefs  to  you,  that  I 
don't  like  it.  In  the  firft  place,  I  am  not  fure 
his  new-made  ground  may  hold  good  :  In  the 
latter  cafe,  I  have  fome  reafon  to  doubt  the  foun- 
dations of  his  houfe  are  not  fo  folid  as  he  may 
imagine.  Now,  therefore,  I  am  not  fo  much  in 
the  wrong,  as  you  may  conceive,  to  defire  that 
my  territory  may  remain  where  it  is  :  For  though 
I  know  you  could  urge  many  arguments  to  fhew 
the  advantages  I  might  reap  by  being  fo  near 

him, 

"*  '  To  Hawgbton,  the  feat  of  Sir  Robert  \Valpole.' 
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him,  yet  I  hold  it  as  a  maxim,  that,  he  who  is 
contented  with  what  he  has,  ought  not  to  riik 
that, -even  though  he  mould  have  a  chance  to 
augment  it  in  any  proportion.  I  learned  this 
from  our  friend  Erafmus;  and  the.  corrupt  no- 
tions, that  money  is  power,  and  therefore  every 
man  ought  to  get  as  much  as  he  can,  in  order  to 
create  more  power  to  himfelf,  have  no  weight 
with  me. 

But  now,  to  begin  my  letter  to  you,  1  have  re- 
ceived four  bottles  of  ufquebaugh,  and  font  three 
of  them  to  Mr  Pope  ;  fo  that  I  have  detained  on- 
ly one  for  myfelf.  I  don't  believe  fuch  an  in- 
fiance  of  honefty,  punctuality,  difintereflednefs, 
and  (elf-denial,  can  be  given  in  this  age.  The 
whole  being  in  my  power,  I  have  with-h'eld  but 
the  quarter  part.  I  expect,  if  ever  I  come  to  be 
a  great  man,  you  will  write  a  vindication  of  me, 
whether  I  am  afperfed  or  not.  Till  then,  I  re- 
main your  moft  faithful  and  moft  obedient  fer- 
vant. 


L    E    T    T    E  'R      CCCCLXVIII. 

MR   GAY   TO   DR   SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,      Ante/bury i  near  Sali/buryinWilt- 
foire,  July  the  ^tbt  1730. 

YOU  tell  me,   that  I  have  put  myfelf  out  of 
the  way  of  my  old  acquaintance,  fo  that 
unlefs  I  hear  from  you,  'I  can  know  nothing  cf 
VOL.  XVI.  U  you-. 
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you.  Is  it  not  barbarous  then  to  leave  me  fo  long 
without  writing  one  word  to  me  ?  If  you  can't 
write  to  me  for  my  fake,  methinksyou  might  write 
for  your  own.  How  do  you  know  what  is  be- 
come of  your  money  ?  If  you  had  drawn  upon  me 
when  I  expected  it,  you  might  have  had  your 
money,  for  I  was  then  in  town  ;  but  I  am  now  at 
Amefbury,  at  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry's.  The 
Dutchefs  fends  you  her  fervices.  I  wifli  you 
were  here  •,  I  fancy  you  would  like  her  and  the 
place.  You  might  fancy  yourfelf  at  home  ;  for 
we  have  a  cathedral  near  us,  where  you  might 
find  a  bifhop  of  the  fame  name  *.  You  might 
ride  upon  the  Downs,  and  write  conjectures  up- 
~on  Stonehenge.  We  are  but  five  and  twenty 
miles  from  the  Bath  ;  and  I  was  told  this  very 
evening  by  General  Dormer,  (who  is  here) 
that  he  heard  fome-whe.re  or  other,  that  you  had 
fome  intentions  of  coming  there  the  latter  feafon. 
I  wifii  any  thing  would  bring  us  together,  but 
your  want  of  health.  I  have  left  off  wine  and 
writing;  for  I  really  think  that  man  muft  be  a 
bold  writer,  who  trufts  to  wit  without  it.  I 
took  your  advice ;  and  fo'me  time  ago  took  to 
love,  and  made  fome  advances  to  the  lady  you 
fent  me  to  in  Soho,  but  I  met  no  return  ;  fo  I 
have  given  up  all  thoughts  of  it,  and  have  now 
no  purfuit  or  amufement.  A  ftate  of  indolence 
is  what  Ition't  like  ;  'tis  what  I  would  not  chufe. 

I 

*  '  Dr  Benjamin  Hoadly  Bifhop  of  Salifbnry,  whofe 
brother,  Dr  John  Hoadly,  fuccceded  Archbifliop  King  in 
the  fee  ofj}u'blin,  I9th  January  1729  30. 
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I  am  not  thinking  of  a  court  or  preferment;  fcjr 
I  think  the  lady  I  Jive  with  my  friend,  fo  that  I 
am  at  the  height  cf  my  ambition.  You  have  of- 
ten told  me,  there  is  a  time  of  life"  that  every  one 
wifhes  for  fome  fettlement  of  his  own.  I  have 
frequently  that  feeling  about  me,  but  I  fancy  it  will 
hardly  ever  be  my  lot  j  fo  that  I  will  endeavour 
to  pafs  away  life  as  agreeably  as  I  can,  the  way  I 
am.  I  often  wi(h  to  be  v/ith  you,  or  you  with 
me  j  and  I  believe  you  think  I  fay  true.  I  am, 
determined  to  write  to  you,  though  thofe  dirty 
fellows  of  the  pod-office  do  read  my  letters  ;  for 
fince  I  faw  you,  I  am  grown  of  that  confequence 
to  be  obnoxious  to  the  men  I  defpife ;  fo  that  it 
is  very  probable  in  their  hearts  they  think  me  an 
honeft  man.  I  have  heard  from  Mr  Pope  but 
once  fince  I  left  London :  I  was  forry  I  faw  him 
fo  feldom,  but  I  had  bufniefs  that  kept  me  from 
him.  I  often  wifh  we  were  together  again.  .  If 
you  will  not  write,  come.  1  am,  dear  Sir,  your's 
moft  affectionately. 


LETTER      CCCCLXIX. 

THE   EARL   OF  OXFORD   TO  DR  SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,  Dover-ftreet,  July  15.  1730. 

MR  Clayton  telling  me  he  was  going  for  Ire- 
land,  I  could  not  forbear  fending  you  a 
few  lines  by  him,   although   I  may  punilh  you  ; 
yet  it  is  fo  great  a  pleafure  to  me  to  think  of  you, 
U  2  and 
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and  toconverfewith  you  even  in  this  manner,  that 
I  muft  expect  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  forgive 
the  trouble  this  gives  you. 

I  do  not  know  what  notions  you  entertain  of 
us  here  :  I  fear  and  believe  you  are  in  a  very  bad 
way  :  This  is  my  thought,  that  devoured  we  cer- 
tainly (hall  be  ;  but  only  this  will  be  the  diffe- 
rence, we  (hall  have  that  great  favour  and  in- 
itance  of  mercy,  that  we  fhall  have  the  ho- 
nour to  follow  yo\i,  and  be  the  laft  devoured  3 
and  though  this  is  {b  plain,  and  that  demon- 
ftrable,  yet  we  have  fo  many  unthinking,  unac- 
countable puppies  among  us,  that  to  them  every 
thing  feems  to  go  well  as  it  fhould  do  ;  and  are 
fo  pleafed  with  this  thought,  or  rather  do  not 
think  at  all,  that  it  is  in  vain  to  fay  any  thing  to 
them.  This  is  a  very  difagreeable  fubjeft,  and 
I  will  therefore  leave  it. 

My  wife  is,  I  thank  God,  pretty  well ;  herfto- 
jnach  is  rather  better  than  it  was  ;  Peggy  is  very 
well  •,  both  deflre  you  will  accept  of  their  humble 
fervice.  You  mention  your  law-affairs  :  I  knaw 
fo  much  of  that  fort  of  people  called  lawyers, 
that  I  pity  mod  heartily  any  one  that  is  obliged 
to  be  concerned  with  them  :  If  you  are  not  al- 
ready, I  hope  yo.u  will  be  foon  fafe  out  of  their 
hands. 

I  fuppofe  Mr  Whalley  is,  by  this  time  got  fafe 
to  his  living,  and  enjoying  the  fruit  of  his  victo- 
ry, peace  and  quietnefs.  I  believe  he  has  e- 
jiough  of  law;  of  lawyers,  and  of  lords  both 

fpiritual 
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fpiritual  and  temporal.     I  hope  he  is  well  r  If  you 
fee  him,  my  fervice  to  him. 

I  wiih  you  would  come  over  here,  that  we 
might  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you.  Why 
mould  you  not  pafs  the  winter  here  ?  I  mould 
think  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  you  than 
where  you  are. 

Lord  Bathurft  has  had  a  fever :  but  he  is  now 
well  again.  Pope  I  faw  yefterday  :  He  is  pretty 
well.  I  am,  with  true  refpecl  and  efteem,  Sir, 
you  moft  affectionate  humble  fervant, 

OXFORDv 
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LORD   B TO   DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Cirenceftert   Sept.  9 .  1730,- 

YOU  have  taken  all  the  precaution  which  » 
reafonable  man  could  poffibly  take,  to 
break  off  an  impertinent  correfpondence,  and  yet 
it  will  not  do.  One  muft  be  more  flupid  than 
a  Dutch  burgomafter,  not  to  fee  through  the  de- 
fign  of  the  laft  letter.  "  I  mew  all  your  letters  to 
"  our  Irifli  wits.  One  of  them  is  going  to  write  a 
"  treatife  of  Englifh  bulls  and  blunders."  And, 
for  further  fecurity,  you  add  at  la  {I,  I  am  going 
to  talte  a  progrefs,  God  knows  where,  and  lhan't 
be  back  again,  God  knows  when.  I  have  given 
you  a  reafonable  breathing  time  ;  and  now  I 
aiuft  at  you  again.  L  receive  fo  much  pleafure' 
U  3  'a 
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in  reading  you  letters,  that,  according  to  the  u- 
fual  good  nature  and  juftice  of  mankind,  I  can 
difpenfe  with  the  trouble  I  give  you  in  reading 
mine  ;  but  if  you  grow  obftinate,  and  won't  an- 
fwer,  I'll  plague  and  pefter  you,  and  do  all  I  can 
to  vex  you.  I'll  take  your  works  to  pieces,  and 
{hew  you,  that  it  is  all  borrowed  or  ftole.  Have 
not  you  ftolen  the  fweeteft  of  your  numbers  from 
Dryden  and  Waller  ?  Have  not  you  borrowed 
thoughts  from  Virgil  and  Horace  ?  At  lead,  I 
am  fure  Thave  feen  fomething  like  them  in  thofe 
books.  As  to  your  profe  writings,  which  they 
make  fuch  a  noife  about,  they  are  only  fome 
little  improvements  upon  the  humour  you  have 
ftole  from  Miguel  de  Cervantes  and  Rabelais. 

Well,  but  the  ftyle, a  great  matter  indeed, 

for  an  Englifliinan  to  value  himfelf  upon,  that 
he  can  write  Englifh  :  Why,  I  write  Englifh  too, 
but  it  is  in  another  ftyle. 

But  I  won't  forget  your  political  trades.  You 
may  fay  that  you  have  ventured  your  ears  at  one 
time,  and  your  neck  at  another,  for  the  good  of 
your  country.  Why,  that  other  people  have 
done  in  another  manner,  upon  lefs  occafions, 
and  not  at  all  proud  of  it.  You  have  overturn- 
ed and  fupported  minifters :  you  have  fet  king- 
doms in  a  flame  by  your  pen.  Pray  what  is  there 
in  that,  but  having  the  knack  of  hitting  the  paf- 
fions  of  mankind  ?  With  that  aldne,  and  a  little 
knowledge  of  ancient  and  modern  hiftory,  and 
feeing  a  little  further  into  the  infide  of  things 
than  the  generality  of  men,  you  have  made  this 

buftle. 
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buftle.  There  is  no  wit  in  any  of  them :  I  have 
read  them  all  over,  and  don't  remember  any  of 
thofe  pretty  flowers,  thofe  juft  antithefes,  which1 
one  meets  with  fo  frequently  in  the  French  wri- 
ters. None  of  thofe  clever  turns  upon  words, 
nor  thofe  apt  quotations  out  of  Latin  authors,, 
which  the  writers  of  the  lail  age  amongft  us  a- 
boundedin.  None  of  thofe  pretty  fimilies,  which 
fome  of  our  modern  authors  adorn  their  works 
with,  that  are  not  only  a  little  like  the  thing  they 
would  iiluflrate,  but  are  alfo  like  twenty  other 
things.  In  fhort,  as  often  as  I  have  read  any  of 
your  tra£ls,  I  have  been  fo  tired  with  them,  that 
1  have  never  been  eafy  till  I  got  to  the  end  of 
them.  I  have  found  my  brain  heated,  my  ima- 
gination fired,  ju!l  as  if  I  was  drunk.  A  pretty 
thing  indeed  for  one  of  your  gown  to  value  him- 
felf  upon,  that,  with  fitting  ftill  an  hour  in  his 
ftudy,  he  has  often  made  three  kingdoms  drunk 
at  once. 

I  have  twenty  other  points  to  maul  you  upon, 
if  you  provoke  me  ;  but  if  you  are  civil,  and 
good-natured,  and  will  fend  me  a  long,  a  very 
long  letter,  in  anfwer  to  this,  I  will  let  you  alone 
a  good  while.  Well,  adieu.  If  I  had  a  better 
pen,  I  can  tell  you  that  I  fhould  not  have  con- 
cluded fo  fttoo. 


LETTER 
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LETTER.      CCCCLXXL 

LADY   B •   G *   TO  DR   SWIFT. 

London,  Sept.    19.  1730. 

HAD  I  not  not  been  retired  into  the  country, 
your's  fhould  have  been  anfwered  long  ago. 
As  to  your  poetefs,  I  am  her  obliged  fervant, 
and  muft  confefs  the  fact  is  juft  as  you  ftate  it. 
It  is  very  true,  I  was  gaming  :  and  upon  the  dap- 
per youth's  delivering  me  a  paper,  which  I  juft 
opened,  found  they  were  verfes  :  fo  flunk  them 
into  my  pocket,  and  there  truly  they  were  kept 
exceeding  private  ;  foe  I  cannot  accufe  myfelf 
of  fhewing  them  to  a  mortal.  But  let  me  allure 
you,  it  was  not  out  of  modefty,  but  in  great 
hopes  that  the  author  would  have  divulged  them  ; 
xvhich,  you  know,  would  have  looked  dece-nter 
than  trumpeting  my  own  £ame.  But  it  feems,  un- 
happily,. 


*  This  lady  was  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Berkeley,  one 
«f  the  Lords  Juftices  of  Ireland  in  1699,  with  whom  Dr 
Swift  went  over  as  chaplain  and  private  fecretary.  HE 
livcrl  in  his  Lordfliip's  farrily  at  the  cattle  of  Dublin; 
and  Lady  Betty  Berkeley  finding  a  ballad  on  the  game  of 
traffic  unfinished  upon  Swift's  table,  added  a  ftanza  oi" 
raillery  upon  him,  and  left  the  paper  where  fhe  found  it. 
This  occafioned  another  ballad  of  Swift's,  to  the  tune  of 
the  cut-purfe.  The  ballad  on  traffic  is  to  be  found  a- 
jnongft  the  pofthumous  pieces,  Vol.  VI-  and  that  to  the 
tune  of  the  cut  purfe  in  Vol-  VI.  Bat-  edit.  i7'4,  8vo. 
Lady  Betty  Berkeley  married  Sir  John  Germain,  Baronet, 
•f  Drayton,  in  Northamtonfliir*. 
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happily,  we  were  both  bit,  and  judged  wrong  of 
each  other.  However,  fmce  you  defire  it,  you 
may  be  very  fure  fhe  (hall  not  fail  of  my  entrea- 
ties to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Dorfet  for  her, 
though  you  have  not  yet  let  me  into  the  fecret 
what  her  requeft  is ;  fo  till  my  Lord  Carteret  does 
his  part,  or  that  I  hear  from  you  again,  it  will 
be  but  a  blind  fort  of  a  petition.  I  have  not 
fecn  his  Grace  this  great  while,  and  he  is  now  at 
Windfor,  and  I  chufe  rather  to  fpeak  to  him  on 
all  accounts,  having  not  fo  fine  a  talent  at  wri- 
ting. But  as  you  are  commonly  efteemed  by 
thofe,  who  pretend  to  know  you,  to  have  a  to- 
lerable fhare  of  honefty  and  brains,  I  do  not  que- 
ftion  your  doing  what  is  right  by  him,  nor  his 
paying  you  all  the  civility  and  kindnefs  you  can 
clefire.  Nor  will  I  hope  their  influence  ever  can 
make  him  do  otherwife,  though  he  has  the  un- 
fafhionable  quality  of  efteeming  his  old  friends  j 
but  however  partial  to  them,  yet  not  to  be  biafTed 
againft  his  own  fenfe  and  judgment.  The  con- 
fequence  of  this,  I  hope,  will  be  your  coming 
to  England,  and  meeting  often  with  him,  (in 
Lady  Betty's  chamber  *),  where  the  happy  com- 
pofition  f  fhall  exert  her  {kill  in  ordering  dinner; 

and 

*  Alluding  to  the  firflline  of  Francis  Harris's  petition. 
See  Vol.  VI.  of  Swift's  works,  Bathurlt's  edit.  1754,  8vo. 
t  Mrs  Biddy  Flo>d.  This  exprcflion  alludes  to  the 
laft  verfe  of  a  little  poem  of  Swift,  itultled,  A  rcQeipt 
to  form  a  beauty,  and  called  "  The  happy  cnmpofifion 
"  Floyd."  This  lady  is  mentioned  in  the  ballad  on  the 
game  of  traffic,  as  bein;^  one  of  the  party  at  Lord  Berke» 
ley's,  and  at  this  time  lived  with  Lady  Hetty. 
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and  I  won't  miftake  oil  of  amber  for  the  fpirit 
of  it,  but  continue,  as  I  ever  was,  your  fmcere 
friend,  as  well  as  faithful  humble  fervant, 


LETTER      CCCCLXXII. 

MR   GAY   TO  DR   SWIFT. 

Ame/bttryt  near  Sa/i/buryt  Nov.  8.  1730. 

DEAR   SIR, 

SO  you  are  determined  never  to  write  to  me 
again  j  but,  for  all  that,  you  (hall  not  make 
me  hold  my  tongue.  You  fhall  hear  from  me 
(the  poft-office  willing)  whether  you  will  o* 
BO.  I  fee  none  of  the  folks  you  correfpond 
:with,  fo  that  I  am  forced  to  pick  up  intelligence 
concerning  you,  as  I  can  ;  which  hath  been  fo 
very  little,  that  I  am  refolved  to  make  my  com- 
plaints to  you  as  a  friend,  who  I  know  loves  to 
relieve  the  diftrefled  :  and  in  the  circumftances  I 
am  in,  where  fhould  1  apply,  but  to  my  bed 
friend  ?  Mr  Pope  indeed,  upon  my  frequent  in- 
quiries, hath  told  me,  that,the  letters,  which  are 
directed  to  him,  concern  me  as  much  as  himfelf : 
But  what  you  fay  of  yourfelf,  or  of  me,  or  to  me, 
I  know  nothing  at  all.  Lord  Carteret  was  here 
yeflerday,  on  his  return  from  the  lile  of  Wight, 
where  he  had  been  a-fhooting,  and  left  feven  phea- 
fants  with  us.  He  went  this  morning  to  the 

Bath, 
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Bath,  to  Lady  Carteret,  who  is  perfectly  recover- 
ed. He  talked  of  you  three  hours  lad  night, 
and  told  me  that  you  talk  of  me.  I  mean,  that 
you  are  prodigioufly  in  his  favour,  as  he  fays, 
and  I  believe,  that  I  am  in  your's  ;  for  I  know 
you  to  be  a  juft  and  equitable  perfon,  and  it  is 
but  my  due.  He  feemed  to  take  to  me,  which 
may  proceed  from  your  recommendation ;  though, 
indeed,  there  is  another  reafon  for  it,  for  he  is 
now  out  of  employment,  and  my  friends  have  been 
generally  of  that  fort :  for  I  take  to  them,  as  being 
naturally  inclined  to thofe  who  can  do  no  mifchief. 
Pray  doyou  come  to  England  this  year  ?  He  thinks 
you  do.  I  wifli  you  would  ;  andfo  does  the  Dutch- 
.efs  of  Q^ueenfberry.  What  would  you  have  more 
to  induce  yo*i  ?  Your  money  cries,  Come  fpend 
me ;  and  your  friends  cry,  Come  fee  us.  I  have 
been  treated  barbaroufly  by  you.  If  you  knew 
how  often  I  talk  of  you,  how  often  I  think  of 
you,  you  would  now  and  then  direct"  a  letter  to 
me,  and  I  would  allow  Mr  Pope  to  have  a  (hare 
in  it.  In  fhort,  I  don't  care  to  keep  any  man's 
money  that  ferves  me  fo.  Love  or  money  I  mult 
have  ;  and  if  you  will  not  let  me  have  the  comfort  of 
one,  I  think  I  muft  endeavour  to  get  a  littie  com- 
fort by  fpending  fome  of  the  other.  I  muft  beg, 
that  you  will  call  at  Amefbury,  in  your  way  to 
London;  for  I  have  many  things  to  fay  to  you :  and 
I  can  aflure  you,  you  will  be  welcome  to  a  three- 
pronged  fork.  I  remember  your  prefcription, 
and  I  do  ride  upon  the  Downs  ;  and,  at  prefent, 
I  have  no  afthma.  I  have  killed  five  brace  of 

partridges, 
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partridges,  and  four  brace  and  half  of  quails,  and 
I  -do  not  envy  either  Sir  Robert  or  Stephen 
Duck  *,  who  is  the  favourite  poet  of  the  court. 
I  hear  fometimes  from  Mr  Pope,  and  from  fcarce 
any  body  elfe.  Were  I  to  live  ever  fo  long,  I 
believe  I  mould  never  think  of  London;  but  I 
cannot  help  thinking  of  you.  Were  you  here, 
I  could  talk  to  you,  but  I  would  not  for  you  -j- ; 
you  fhall  have  all  your  fhare  of  talk,  which  was 
never  allowed  you  at  Twickenham.  You  know 
this  was  a  grievance  you  often  complained  [of  j 
and  fo,  in  revenge,  you  make  me  write  all,  and 
anfwer  nothing.  I  beg  you  to  make  my  com- 
pliments to  DrDelaney.  lam,  dear  Sir,  your's 
moft  affectionately, 

J.  GAY. 

I  ended  the  letter  as  above,  to  go  to  the  Dut- 
chefs,  and  fhe  told  me,  1  might  go  down,  and 
come  a  quarter  of  an  hour  hence.  I  had  a  defign 
to  have  afked  her  to  fign  the  invitation  that  I 
have  made  you.  As  I  don't  know  how  much 
fhe  may  have  to  fay  to  you,  I  think  it  will  be 
prudent  to  leave  off,  that  fhe  may  not  be  dinted 
for  want  of  room.  So  much  I  will  fay,  that 
whether  fhe  figns  it  or  no,  both  the  Duke  and 
Dutchefs  would  be  very  glad  you  would  come 

to 

*  Stephen  Duck  was  a  poor  threflier,  v  ho  havinf 
written  fome  verfes,  they  were'fliewed  to  the  late  Queen, 
^i-ho  made  him  her  library  keeper  at  Richmond.  He 
afterwards  took  orders,  and  was  preferred  to  a  living. 
but  growing  melancholy,  lie  at  laft  drowned  himiel& 

f  Mr  Gay  was  refer ved  in  his  conversation. 
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to  Amefbury  ;  and  you  mud  be  perfuaded  that! 
fay  this  without  the  lead  private  view.  For 
what  is  it  to  me  whether  you  come  or  not  ?  For 
I  can  write  to  you,  you  know. 


P.  S.     By.  the  Dutchefs  of  Q^  --- 

I  would  fain  have  you  come.  I  can't  fay  you'll 
be  welcome  ;  for  I  don't  know  you,  and  per- 
haps I  fhall  not  like  you  ;  but  if  I  do  not,  (un- 
lefs  you  are  a  very  vain  perfon),  you  fliall  know 
my  thoughts  as  foon  as  J  do  myfelf. 

c.  CL 

LETTER      CCCCLXXIII. 

DR  ARBUTHNOTT   TO   DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  [_lndorfedt  Nov.  1730.]] 

^"HE  paflage  in  Mr  Pope's  letter  about  your 
health  does  not  alarm  me  :  both  of  us 
have  had  the  diftemper  thefe  thirty  years.  I 
have  found  that  fteol,  the  warm  gums,  and  the 
Bath,  all  do  good  in  it.  Therefore,  firft  take 
the  vomit  A;  then,  every  day,  the  quantity  of 
a  nutmeg,  in  a  morning,  of  the  electuary  marked 
B  ;  with  five  fpoonfuls  of  the  tincture  mark- 
ed D.  Take  the  tincture,  but  not  the  elec- 
tuary, in  the  afternoon.  You  may  take  one  of 
the  pills  marked  C,  at  any  time  (when  you  are 
troubled  with  it)  or  thirty  of  the  drops  marked 
E,  in  any  vehicle,  even  water.  I  had  a  fervant 
VOL.  XVI.  X  of 
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of  my  own,  that  was  cured  merely  with  vomit- 
ing. There  is  another  medicine  not  mentioned, 
which  you  may  try ;  the  pttlvis  rod.  Valerian* 
fylveftris,  about  a  fcruple  of  it  twice  a-day.  How 
came  you  to  take  it  in  your  head  that  I  was 
Queen's  phyfician  ?  When  I  am  fo,  you  mall  be 
a  bifhop,  or  any  thing  you  have  a  mind  to.  Pope 
is  now  the  great  reigning  poetical  favourite.  Your 
Lord  Lieutenant  *  has  a  mind  to  be  well  with 
you.  Lady  Betty  Germain  complains  you  have 
not  wrote  to  her  fince  me  wrote  to  you.  I  have 
fhewed  as  much  civility  to  Mrs  Barber  as  I  could, 
and  me  likewife  to  me.  I  have  no  more  paper, 
but  what  ferves  to  tell  you  that  I  am,  with  great 
fmcerity,  your  mod  faithful  humble  fervant, 

J.  ARBUTHNOTT. 

I  recommended  Dr  Helmam  to  be  phyfician 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  I  know  not  what  ef- 
fect it  will  have. 

A. 
5°  Pulv.  rad.  ipocacoanse,  9. 

B. 

Fo  Conferv.  flavedin.  aurant.  abfynth.  Rom.  ana 
3  vi.  rubigin.  Martis  in  pollin.  redact.  3iij. 
fyrup  e  fucco  kermes,  q.  f. 

C 

&  Af.  foetid.  3ij.  tinctur.  caftor.  q.  f.  fiant  pi- 
lule xxiv. 

D. 
J»  Cortic.  Peruvian!   cleft,    rubigin.  Martis  ana 

$• 
•  The  Duke  of  Dorfct. 
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§ij.  digere  tepide  in  vini  alb.  Gallic,  ft  ij.  per. 
24  horas  :    poftea  fiat  colatura. 

E. 

&  Sp.  cor.  cerv.  fp.  lavendul.  tin&tir.  caftor.  ana 
jij.  mifce. 

[As  thefe  receipts  may  poflibly  be  ufeful  to 

fome  peribn  troubled  with  the  Dean's  complaint 

of  giddinefs,  Dr  Arbuthnott's  receipt  of  bitters, 

for  ftrengthening  the  (lomach,  is  added.] 

Take  of  zadoary  root  one  drachm  ;  galangal  and 

Roman  wormwood,   of  each  two  drachms ; 

orange-peel,    a    drachm ;    leiTer    cardamon 

feeds,    two  fcruples.     Infufe  all  in  a  quart 

of  boiling  fpring-water  for  fix  hours  :  ftrain 

it  off,  and  add  to  it  four  ounces  of  greater 

compound  wormwood-water. 


LETTER      CCCCLXXIV. 

Dublin,  Nov.  10.  1730. 

WHEN  my  Lord  Peterborow,  in  the  Queen's 
time,  went  abroad  upon  his  embaflies, 
the  miniilry  told  me,  that  he  was  fuch  a  vagrant, 
they  were  forced  to  write  at  him  by  guefs,  be- 
caufe  they  knew  not  where  to  write  to  him. 
This  is  my  cafe  with  you ;  fometimes  in  Scot- 
land, fometimes  at  Ham-walks,  fometimes  God 
knows  where.  You  are  a  man  of  bufinefs,  and 
not  at  leifure  for  infignificant  correfpondence*. 
It  was  I  got  you  the  employment  of  being  my 
X  2  Lord 


244          DEAN    S  W  I  F  T'a 

Lord  Duke's  premier  minjlre  ,•  for  his  Grace  ha- 
ving heard  how  good  a  manager  you  were  of  my 
revenue,  thought  you  fit  to  be  entrufted  with  ten 
talents..  I  have  had  twenty  times  a  ftrong  incli- 
nation to  fpend  a  fummer  near  Salifbury-dovras, 
having  rode  over  them  more  than  once,  and, 
•with  a  young  parfon  of  Salifbury,  reckoned  twice 
the  ftones  of  Stonehenge,  which  are  either  nine- 
ty-two or  ninety  three.  I  defire  to  prefent  my 
moft  humble  acknowledgments  to  my  Lady 
Dutchefs,  in  return  of  her  civility.  I  hear  an  ill 
thing,  that  (he  is  mater  pulckrafilia  puichrior.  I 
never  faw  her  fince  me  was  a  girl,  and  would 
be  angry  (he  mould  excel  her  mother,  who  was 
long  my  principal  goddefs.  I  deilre  you  will 
tell  her  Grace,  that  the  ill  management  of  forks 
is  not  to  be  helped,  when  they  are  only  bidential, 
•which  happens  in  all  poor  houfes,  efpecially 
thofe  of  poets  j  upon  which  account  a  knife  was 
abfolutely  neceflary  at  Mr  Pope's,  where  it  was 
morally  impoflible  with  a  bidential  fork  to  con- 
vey a  morfel  of  beef,  with  the  incumbrance  of 
muilard  and  turnips,  into  your  mouth  at  once. 
And  her  Grace  hath  coit  me  thirty  pounds  to 
provide  tridents,  for  fear  of  offending  her  ;  which 

fum  I  defire  (he  will  pleafe  t-o  return  me. 1 

am  fick  enough  to  go  to  the  Bath,  but  have  not 
heard  it  will  be  good  for  my  diforder.  I  have  a 
ftrong  mind  to  fpend  my  200  1.  next  fummer  in 
France.  I  am  gbd  I  have  it,  for  there  is  hardly 
twice  that  fum  left  in  this  kingdom.  You  want 
wo  fettiement  (I  call  the  family  where  you  live, 

20  d 
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and  the  foot  you  are  upon,  a  fettlement)  till  you 
increafe  your  fortune  to  what  will  fupport  you 
with  eafe  and  plenty,  a  good  houfe  and  a  garden. 
The  want  of  this  I  much  dread  for  you.  For  I 
have  often  known  a  fhe-coufin,  of  a  good  family 
and  fmall  fortune,  paffing  months  among  all  her 
relations,  living  in  plenty,  and  taking  her  circles, 
till  (he  grew  an  old  maid,  and  every  body  weary 
of  her.  Mr  Pope  complains  of  feldom  feeing 
you  :  But  the  evil  is  unavoidable  ;  for  different 
circumftances  of  life  have  always  feparated  thofe 
whom  friendfliip  would  join.  God  hath  taken 
care  of  this,  to  prevent  any  progrefs  towards  real 
happinefs  here,  which  would  make  life  more  de- 
firable,  and  death  too  dreadful.  I  hope  you  have 
now  one  advantage  that  you  always  wanted  be- 
fore, and  the  want  of  which  made  your  friends 
as  uneafy  as  it  did  yourfelf  j  I  mean  the  remo- 
val of  that  folicitude  about  your  own  affairs, 
which  perpetually  filled  your  thoughts,  and  dif- 
turbed  your  converfation.  For  if  it  be  true 
what  Mr  Pope  ferioufly  tells  me,  you  will  have 
opportunity  of  faving  every  groat  of  the  intereft 
you  receive  ;  and  fo  by  the  time  he  and  you 
grow  weary  of  each  other,  you  will  be  able  to 
pafs  the  reft  of  your  winelefs  life  in  eafe  and 
plenty,  with  the  additional  triumphal  comfort  of 
never  having  received  a  penny  from  thofe  tafle- 
lefs  ungrateful  people  from  whom  you  deferved 
fo  much,  and  who  deferve  no  better  geniufes  than 
thofe  by  whom  they  are  celebrated.  If  you  fee 
Mr  Crefar,  prefent  my  humble  fervice  to  him  ; 
X  3  and 
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and  let  him  know  that  the  fcrub  libel  printed  a- 
gainft  me  here,  and  reprinted  in  London,  for 
which  he  {hewed  a  kind  concern  to  a  friend  of 
us  both,  was  written  by  myfelf,  and  fent  to  a 
Whig  printer.  It  was  in  the  ftyle  and  genius  of 
fuch  fcoundrels,  when  the  humour  of  libelling 
ran  in  this  ftrain  againft  a  friend  of  mine  whom 
you  know. But  my  paper  is  ended. 


LETTER      CCCCLXXV. 

TO    THE  EARL  OF  CHESTERFIELD. 
MY  LORD,  Nov.    10.   1730* 

I  WAS  pofitively  advifed  by  a  friend,  whofe  o- 
pinion  hath  much  weight  with  me,  and  who 
hath  a  great  veneration  for  your  Lordfhip,  to 
venture  a  letter  of  folicitation  :  And  it  is  the 
firft  requeft  of  this  kind  that  I  ever  made  fince 
the  public  changes,  in  times,  perfons,  meafures, 
and  opinions,  drove  me  into  diftance  and  obfcu- 
rity. 

There  is  an  honed  man,  whofe  name  is 
Launcelot ;  he  hath  been  long  a  fervant  to  my 
Lord  Suflex  :  He  married  a  relation  of  mine,  a 
widow,  with  a  tolerable  jointure,  which  depend- 
ing upon  a  leafe  which  the  Duke  of  Grafton  fuf- 
fered  to  expire  about  three  years  ago,  funk  half 
her  little  fortune.  Mr  Launcelot  had  many 
promifes  from  the  Duke  of  Dorfet,  while  his 
Grace  held  that  office  which  is  now  in  your 

Lordfhip; 
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Lordfhip  * ;  but  they  all  failed,  after  the  ufual 
fate  that  the  bulk  of  court-fuiters  mud  expert. 

I  am  very  fenfible  that  I  have  no  manner  of 
claim  to  the  leaft  favour  from  your  Lordmip, 
whom  I  have  hardly  the  honour  to  be  known  to, 
although  you  were  always  pleafed  to  treat  me 
with  much  humanity,  and  with  more  diftinttion 
than  I  could  pretend  to  deferve.  I  am  likewife 
confcious  of  that  demerit  which  I  have  largely 
fhared  with  all  thofe  who  concerned  themfelves 
in  a  court  and  miniftry,  whofe  maxims  and  pro- 
ceedings have  been  ever  fince  fo  much  exploded. 
But  your  Lordfhip  will  grant  me  leave  to  fay, 
that  in  thofe  times,  when  any  perfons  of  the  e- 
je&ed  party  came  to  court,  and  were  of  tolerable 
confequence,  they  never  failed  to  fucceed  in  any 
reafonable  requeft  they  made  for  a  friend.  And 
when  I  fometimes  added  my  poor  felicitations,  I 
ufed  to  quote  to  the  then  minifters  a  paflage  in  the 
gofpel,  The  poor  (meaning  their  own  depend- 
ants) you  have  always  ivith  }oit,  &c. 

This  is  the'ftrongeft  argument  I  have  to  irr- 
treat  your  Lordfhip's  favour  for  Mr  Launcelot, 
who  is  a  perfect  honefl  man,  and  as  loyal  as  you 
could  wifh.  His  wife,  my  near  relation,  hath 
been  my  favourite  from  her  youth,  and  as  de- 
ferving  as  it  is  poffible  for  one  of  her  level.  It 
is  underftood  that  fome  little  employments  about 
the  court  may  be  often  in  your  Lordfhip's  dif- 
pofal ;  and  that  my  Lord  Sufiex  will  give  Mr 

Launcelot 

•  The  Farl  of  fliefterficld  was  then  Lord  Steward  ef 
his  Maj city's  houfehold. 
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Launcelot  the  chara&er  he  deferves  :  And  then 
let  my  petition  be  (to  fpeak  in  my  own  trade)  a 
drop  in  the  bucket. 

Remember,  my  Lord,  that  although  this  let- 
ter be  long,  yet  what  particularly  concerns  my 
requeft  is  but  of  a  few  lines. 

I  fhall  not  congratulate  with  your  Lordfhip 
upon  any  of  your  prefent  great  employments, 
or  upon  the  greateft  that  can  poffibly  be  given  to 
you  ;  becaufe  you  are  one  of  thofe  very  few  who 
do  more  honour  to  a  court,  than  you  can  pof- 
fibly receive  from  it :  "Which  1  take  to  be  a 
greater  compliment  to  any  court  than  it  is  to 
your  Lordfhip.  I  am, 

MY  LORD,  fcsV. 


LETTER      CCCCLXXVI. 

Dublin,   Niv.  19.  1730. 

I  WRIT  to  you  a  long  letter  about  a  fortnight 
pad,  concluding  you  were  in  London,  from 
•whence  I  underftood  one  of  your  former  was 
dated.  Nor  did  I  imagine  you  were  gone  back 
to  Amefbury  fo  late  in  the  year  ;  at  which  fea- 
fon  I  take  the  country  to  be  only  a  fcene  for 
thofe  who  have  been  ill  ufed  by  a  court,  on  ac- 
count of  their  virtues  ;  which  is  a  ftate  of  hap- 
pinefs  the  more  valuable,  becaufe  it  is  not  ac- 
companied by  envy,  although  nothing  deferves 
it  more.  I  would  gladly  fell  a  dukedom  to  lofe 
favour  in  the  manner  their  Graces  have  done. 

I 
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I  believe  my  Lord  Carteret,  fince  he  is  no  long- 
er Lieutenant,  may  not  wifh  me  ill ;  and  I  have 
told  him  often-,  that  I  only  hated  him  as  Lieu- 
tenant. I  confefs  he  had  a  genteeler  manner  of 
binding  the  chains  of  this  kingdom  than  moft  of 
his  predeceflbrs-,  and  I  confefs  at  the  fame  time, 
that  he  had  fix  times  a  rcgajrd  to  my  recommen- 
dation, by  preferring  fo  many  of  my  friends  in 
the  church.  The  two  lafl  a£ts  of  his  favour 
were,  to  add  to  the  dignities  of  Dr  Delany  and 
Mr  Stopford  ,  the  laft  of  whom  was,  by  you 
and  Mr  Pope,  put  into  Mr  Pulteney's  hands.  I 
told  you  in  my  laft,  that  a  continuance  of  gid- 
dinefs  (though  not  in  a  violent  degree)  prevent- 
ed my  thoughts  of  England  at  prefcnt.  For,  in 
my  cafe,  a  domeftic  life  is  neceflTary  ;  where  I 
can,  with  the  centurion,  fay  to  my  fervant,  Go, 
and  he  goeth  ;  and,  Do  this,  and  he  doth  it. 
I  now  hate  all  people  whom  I  cannot  command, 
and  confequentiy  a  dutchefs  is  at  this  time  the 
hatefullelt  lady  in  the  world  to  me,  one  only  ex- 
cepted  ;  and  I  beg  her  Grace's  pardon  for  that 
exception  ;  for,  in  the  way  I  mean,  her  Grace 
is  ten  thoufand  times  more  hateful.  I  confefs 
I  begin  to  apprehend  you  will  fquander  my  mo- 
ney, becaufe  I  hope  you  never  lefs  wanted  it ;  and 
if  you  go  on  with  fuccefs  for  two  years  longer, 
I  fear  I  fhall  not  have  a  farthing  of  it  left.  The 
Doctor  hath  ill  informed  me,  who  fays  that  Mr 
Pope  is  at  prefent  the  chief  poetical  favourite  j 
yet  Mr  Pope  himfelf  talks  like  a  philofopher, 
and,,  one  wholly  retired.  But  the  vogue  of  out 

few 
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few  honeft  folks  here  is,  that  Duck  is  abfolutely 
to  fucceed  Eufden  in  the  laurel ;  the  contention 
being  between  Concannen,  or  Theobald,  or 
fome  other  hero  of  the  Dunciad.  I  never  char- 
ged you  for  not  talking  ;  but  the  dubious  Mate 
of  your  affairs  in  thofe  days  was  too  much  the 
fubje&,  and  I  wifh  the  Dutchefs  had  been  the 
voucher  of  your  amendment.  Nothing  fo  much 
contributed  to  my  eafe  as  the  turn  of  affairs  after 
the  Queen's  death  j  by  which  all  my  hopes  be- 
ing cut  off,  I  could  have  no  ambition  left  unlefs 
I  would  have  been  a  greater  rafcal  than  happen- 
ed to  fuit  with  my  temper.  I  therefore  fat  down 
quietly  at  my  morfel,  adding  only  thereto  a  prin- 
ciple of  hatred  to  all  fucceeding  meafures  and 
miniftries,  by  way  of  fauce  to  relifh  my  meat : 
And  I  confefs  one  point  of  conduct  in  my  Lady 
Dutchefs's  life  hath  added  much  poignancy  to  it. 
There  is  a  good  Irifh  practical  bull  towards  the 
end  of  your  letter,  where  you  fpend  a  dozen 
lines  in  telling  me  you  muft  leave  off,  that  you 
may  give  my  Lady  Dutchefs  room  to  write,  and 
fo  you  proceed  to  within  two  or  three  lines  of 
the  bottom  j  though  I  would  have  remitted  you 
my  200 1.  to  have  left  place  for  as  many  more. 

To  the  Dutchefs. 

MADAM, 

My  beginning  thus  low  is  meant  as  a  mark  of 
refpe£t,  like  receiving  your  Grace  at  the  bottom 
cf  the  Hairs.  I  am  glad  you  know  your  duty ; 

for 
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for  it  hath  been  a  known  and  eftablifhed  rule  a- 
bove  twenty  years  in  England,  That  the  firft  ad- 
vances have  been  constantly  made  me,  by  all 
ladies  who  afpired  to  my  acquaintance,  and  the 
greater  their  quality,  the  greater  were  their  ad- 
vances. Yet  I  know  not  by  what  weaknefs  I 
have  condefcended  graciouily  to  difpenfe  with 
you  upon  this  important  article.  Though  Mr 
Gay  will  tell  you,  that  a  namelefs  perfon  *  fent 
me  eleven  meflages  before  I  would  yield  to  a  vi- 
fit :  1  mean  a  perfon  to  whom  he  is  infinitely 
obliged  for  being  the  occafion  of  the  happinefs 
he  now  enjoys,  under  the  protection  and  favour 
of  my  Lord  Duke  and  your  Grace.  At  the  fame 
time,  I  cannot  forbear  telling  you,  Madam,  that 
you  are  a  little  imperious  in  your  manner  of  ma- 
king your  advances.  You  fay,  perhaps  you  (hall 
not  like  me  :  I  affirm  you  are  miftaken,  which 
I  can  plainly  demonftrate  ;  for  I  have  certain  in- 
telligence, that  another  perfon  diflikes  me  of 
late,  with  whofe  likings  your's  have  not  for  fome 
time  paft  gone  together.  However,  if  I  (hall 
once  have  the  honour  to  attend  your  Grace,  I 
will,  out  of  fear  and  prudence,  appear  as  vain 
as  I  can,  that  I  may  not  know  your  thoughts  of 
me.  This  is  your  own  direction,  but  it  was 
needlefs  ;  for  Diogenes  himfelf  would  be  vain, 
to  have  received  the  honour  of  being  one  mo- 
ment of  his  life  in  the  thoughts  of  your  Grace. 

LETTER 

•  The  ft  incefs  of  Wales,  afterward  Queen  Caroline , 
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LETTER     CCCCLXXVII. 

TO   THE  COUNTESS   OF  SUFFOLK. 
MADAM,  Nov.  21.  I73O. 

["  DO  now  pity  the  leifure  you  have  to  read 
•*•  a  letter  from  me,  and  this  letter  (hall  be  a 
hiftory.  Firft,  therefore,  I  call  you  to  witnefs 
that  I  did  not  attend  on  the  Q— n  till  I  had 
received  her  own  repeated  mefiages  ;  which,  of 
courfe,  occafioned  my  being  introduced  to  you. 
I  never  aflced  anything,  till,  upon  leaving  Eng- 
land the  firft  time,  I  defired  from  you  a  prefent 
worth  a  guinea,  and  from  her  Majefty  one 
worth  ten  pounds,  by  way  of  a  memorial.  Your's 
I  received  ;  and  the  CK—  n,  upon  my  taking 
leave  of  her,  made  an  excufe  that  fhe  had  in- 
tended a  medal  for  me  ;  which  not  being  readv, 
fhe  would  fend  it  me  the  Chriftmas  following  : 
Yet  this  was  never  done,  nor  at  all  remembered 
when  I  went  back  to  England  the  next  year, 
and,  by  her  commands,  attended  her  as  I  had 
done  before.  I  muft  now  tell  you,  Madam,  that 
I  will  receive  no  medal  from  her  Majefty,  nor 
any  thing  lefs  than  her  picture  at  half  length, 
drawn  by  Jervas  ;  and  if  he  takes  it  from  ano- 
ther original,  the  C^-n  (hall  fit  at  lead  twice  for 
him  to  touch  it  up.  I  defire  you  will  let  her 
Majefty  know  this  in  plain  words,  although  I 
have  heard  that  I  am  under  her  pleafure.  But 
this  is  a  ufual  thing  with  princes  as  well  as  mi- 

niilers, 
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upon  every  falfe  reprefentation  ;  and  fo 
1  took  occafion  to  tell  the  Q^n,  upon  the  quar- 
rel Mr  Walpole  had  with  our  friend  Gay,  the 
firll  time  I  ever  had  the  honour  to  attend  her. 

Againft  you  I  have  but  one  reproach  :  That 
when  I  was  laft  in  England,   and  jult  after  the 
prefent  King's  acceflion,  I  refolved  to  pafs   that 
fummer  in  France,  for  which  I  had  then  a  mod 
lucky  opportunity,  from  which  thofe  who  feem- 
ed   to   love  me  well  diiluaded  me,  by  your  ad- 
vice :    And  when  I  fent  you  a  note,  conjuring 
you  to  lay  afide  the  character  of  a  courtier  and 
a  favourite  upon  that  occafion,  your  anfwer  po- 
fitively  directed  me  not  to  go  in  that  juncture  ; 
and  you  faid  the  fame  thing  to  my  friends,  who 
feemed  to  have  power  of  giving  me  hints,   that 
I  might  reafonably  hope  for  a  fcttlement  in  Eng- 
land.    Which,  God  knows,  was  no  very  great 
ambition,    confidering  the  flation  I  fhould  leave 
here,    of    greater  dignity,    and  which    might 
have  eafily  been   managed  to  be  dilpofed  of  as 
the  Q^-n   pleafed.     If  thefe  hints  came  from 
you,  I  affirm  you  then   acted  too   much   like  a 
courtier.     But  I  forgive  you,  and  efteem  you  as 
much  as  ever.     You  had  your  reafons,   which  I 
fhall  not  inquire  into  ;  becaufe  I  always  believed 
you  had  fome  virtues,  befides  all  the  accomplifh- 
ments  of    mind  and    perfon  that  can  adorn  a 
lady. 

I  am  angry  with  the  Q^ n  for  facrificing  my 

friend  Gay  to  the  miftaken  piques  of  Sir  Robert 

Walpole,  about  a  libel  written  againft  him,   al- 
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though  he  was  convinced  at  the  fame  time  of 
Mr  Gay's  innocence,  and  although,  as  I  faid  be- 
fore, I  told  her  Majefty  the  whole  ftory.  Mr 
Gay  deferved  better  treatment  amongft  you,  up- 
on all  accounts,  and  particularly  for  his  excellent 
unregarded  fables,  dedicated  to  Prince  William, 
which  I  hope  his  Royal  Highnefs  will  often  read 
for  his  inftru&ion.  I  wiih  her  Majefty  would  a 
little  remember  what  I  largely  faid  to  her  about 
Ireland,  when,  before  a  witnefs,  (he  gave  me 
leave,  and  commanded  me  to  tell  here  what  (he 
fpoke  to  me  upon  that  fubjecl:  •,  and  ordered  me, 
that  if  I  lived  to  fee  her  in  her  prefent  ftation, 
to  fend  her  our  grievances,  promifing  to  read  my 
letter,  and  do  all  good  offices  in  her  power  for 
this  miferable  and  moft  loyal  kingdom,  now  at 
the  brink  of  ruin,  and  never  fo  near  as  now.  As 
to  myfelf,  I  repeat  again,  that  I  never  alked  any 
thing  more  than  a  trifle,  as  a  memorial  of  fome 
diftin&ion  which  her  Majefty  gracioufly  feem- 
ed  to  make  between  me  and  every  common  clergy- 
man: But  that  trifle  was  forgotten,  according  to 
the  ufual  method  of  princes,  although  I  was 
taught  to  think  myfelf  upon  a  foot  of  pretending 
to  fome  little  exception. 

As  to  yourfelf,  Madam,  I  mod  heartily  con- 
gratulate with  you  for  being  delivered  from  the 
toil,  the  envy,  the  flavery,  and  vexation  of  a 
favourite,  where  you  could  not  always  an-fwer 
the  good  intentions  that  I  hope  you  had.  You 
\\  ill  now  be  lefs  teafed  with  felicitations,  one  of 
the  greatsft  evils  in  life.  You  poflefs  an  eafy 

employment, 
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employment,  with  quiet  of  mind,  although  it  be 
by  no  means  equal  to  your  merit :  And  if  it 
{hall  pleafe  God  to  eftablifh  your  health,  I  believe 
and  hope  you  are  too  wife  to  hope  for  more. 
Mr  Pope  hath  always  been  an  advocate  for  your 
fmcerity,  and  even  I,  in  the  character  I  gave  you 
of  yourfelf,  allowed  you  as  much  of  that  virtue 
as  could  be  expected  in  a  lady,  a  courtier,  and  a 
favourite.  Yet  I  confefs,  I  never  heartily  pledg- 
ed your  health  as  a  toaft  upon  any  other  regards 
than  beauty,  wit,  good  fenfe,  and  an  unblemifh- 
ed  character.  For  as  to  friendfhip,  truth,  fm- 
cerity, and  other  trifles  of  that  kind,  I  never  con- 
cerned myfeif  about  them  ;  becaufe  I  knew  them 
to  be  only  parts  of  the  lower  morals,  which  are 
altogether  ufelefs  at  courts.  I  am  content  that 
you  mould  tell  the  Q^n  all  I  have  faid  of  her^ 
and  in  my  own  words,  if  you  pleafe. 

I  couhi  have  been  a  better  prophet  in  the  cha- 
ra&er  I  gave  you  of  yourfelf,  if  it  had  been  good 
manners,  in  the  height  of  your  credit,  to  put  you 
in  mind  of  its  mortality.  For  you  are  not  the 
firft,  by  at  lead  three  ladies,  whom  I  have  known 
to  undergo  the  fame  turn  of  fortune.  It  is  al- 
lowed that  ladies  are  often  very  good  fcaffold- 
ings,  and  I  need  not  tell  you  the  ufe  that  fcaffbld- 
ings  are  put  to  by  all  builders,  as  well  political  as 
mechanic.  I  fhould  have  begun  this  letter  by 
telling  you,  that  I  was  encouraged  to  write  it  by 
my  bed  friend,  and  one  of  your  great  admirers; 
who  told  me,  that,  from  foinething  that  had  paf- 
fed  between  you,  he  thought  you  would  not  re- 
Y  2  eeive 
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ceive  it  ill.  After  all,  I  know  no  perfon  of  your 
lex,  for  whom  I  have  fo  great  an  efteem,  as  I  do 
and  believe  I  (hall  always  continue  to  bear  for 
you,  I  mean  a  private  perfoa  -,  for  I  muft  except 
the  Q^-n,  and  it  is  not  an  exception  of  form : 
becaufe  I  have  really  a  great  veneration  for  her 
great  qualities,  although  I  have  reafon  to  com- 
plain of  her  conduct  to  me  ;  which  I  could  not 
excufe,  although  fhe  had  fifty  kingdoms  to  go- 
vern. I  have  but  room  to  conclude  with  my 
fiucere  profeflions  of  being,  with  true  refpecl, 
MADAM, 

Your  moft  obedient 

humble  fervant, 


LETTER      CCCCLXXVIIL 

TO  LADY  SANTRY. 

MADAM,  l'T3°*  &  a  conjecture. 

MY  reafon  for  waiting  on  you,  fome  time 
ago,  was  grounded  on  the  efteem  I  al- 
ways had  for  you  ;  which  continued  ftill  the 
fame,  although  I  had  hardly  the  leaft  acquain- 
tance with  your  Lord,  nor  was  at  all  defirous 
to  cultivate  it,  becaufe  I  did  not  at  all  approve  of 
his  conduct*  In  two  or  three  days  after  1  faw 
you  at  Sir  Compton  Domville's  houfe,  all  my  ac- 
quaintance told  me  how  full  the  town  was  of  the 
vifit  I  had  made  you,  and  the  cruel  treatment 
you  received  from  mej  with  relation  to  your  fon. 


CORRESPONDENCE.        257 

I  will  not  believe  your  Ladyfliip  was  fo  weak  as 
tofpreadthiscomplaint  yourfeif,  but  I  lay  it  whol- 
ly to  thofe  two  young  women  who  were  then, 
in  the  fame  room,  I  fuppofe  as  vifitors.  But  if 
you  were  really  discontented,  and  thought  to 
publifh  your  difcontent  in  aggravating  words,  I 
muft  cut  offat  leaft  nine  tenths  of  the  friendfhip 
I  had  for  you,  and  lift  you  in  the  herd  of  Irifh. 
ladies,  whofe  titles,  or  thofe  of  their  hufbands, 
.with  me  never  have  the  weight  of  a  feather,  or 
the  value  of  a  pebble.  I  imagined  you  had  fo  much 
fenfe  as  to  underftand,  that  all  I  faid  was  intend- 
ed for  the  fervice  both  of  you  and  your  fon.  I 
have  often  fpoken  much  more  feverely  to  perfons 
of  much  higher  quality  than  your  fon,  r.nd 
in  a  kingdom  where  to  be  a  lord  is  of  import- 
ance;  and  I  have  received  hearty  thanks,  as  well 
as  found  amendment,  One  thing  I  fhall  obferve, 
upon  your  account ;  which  is,  never  to  throw 
away  any  more  advice  upon  any  Irifh  lord,  or 
his  mother;  becaufe  I  thought  you  would  be 
one  of  the  1-aft  to  deceive  me. 

I  called  four  times  at  the  houfe  where  you 
lodge,  and  you  were  always  denied,  by  which  I 
fuppofe,  you  would  have  me  think  you  are-  an- 
gry ;  whereas  I  am  the  perfon  who  ought  to 
complain,  becaufe  all  I  faid  to  you  proceeded 
from  friendfhip,  and  a  defire  of  reforming  your 
fon.  But  that  defire  is  now  utterly  at  an  end. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      CCCCLXX1X. 

MR  GAY    TO   DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Ame/luryy  Dec.  6.  1730. 

BOTH  your  letters,  to  my  great  fatisfa&ion, 
I  have  received.  You  were  miflaken  as  to 
my  being  in  town  ;  for  I  have  been  here  ever 
fince  the  beginning  of  May.  But  the  beft  way 
is  to  direct  your  letters  always  to  the  Dulcet 
houfe  in  London ;  and  they  are  fent  hither  bf 
his  porter.  You  fay,  we  deferve  envy  :  I  think 
we  do  ;  for  I  envy  ncf  man,  either  in  town  or  out 
of  it.  We  have  had  fome  few  vifitors,  and  every 
one  of  them  fuch,  as  one  would  defire  to  vifit. 
The  Dutchefs  is  a  more  fevere  check  upon  my 
finances  than  ever  you  were  ;•  and  I  fubmit,  as 
I  did  to  you,  to  comply  to  my^own  good:  I  was 
a  long  time  before  I  could  prevail  with  her  to  let 
me  allow  myfelf  a  pair  of  (hoes  with  two  heels  ; 
for  I  had  loft  one,  and  the  fhoes  were  fo  decayed, 
that  they  were  not  worth  mending.  You  fee 
by  this,  that  thofe  who  are  the  moft  generous  of 
their  own,  can  be  the  moft  covetous  for  others. 
1  hope  you  will  be  fo  good  to  me,  as  to  ufe  your 
intereft  with  her,  (for  whatever  (he  fays,  you 
feem  to  have  fome),  to  indulge  me  with  the  exr 
travagance  fuitable  to  my  fortune. 

The  lady  you  mention,  that  diflikes  you,  hath 
no  difsernment,     I  really  think  you  may  fafely 

veil  til  re 
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venture  to  Amefbury,  though  indeed  the  lady 
here  likes  to  have  her  own  way  as  well  as  you-, 
which  may  fometimes  occafion  difputes :  And  I 
tell  you  before  hand,  that  I  cannot  take  'your  r 
part.  I  think  her  fo  often  in  the  right,  that  yoc^ 
will  have  great  difficulty  to  perfuade  me  th«vt  (he 
Is  in  the  wrong  ;  then  there  is  another  thing  that 
I  ought  to  tell  you,  to  deter  you  from  this  place, 
which  is,  that  the  lady  of  the  houfe  is  not  given 
to  fliew  civility  to  thofe  fhe  does  not  like.  She 
fpeaks  her  mind,  and  loves  truth.  For  the  un- 
commonefs  of  the  thing,  I  fancy,  your  curiofity 
will  prevail  over  your  fear;  and  you  will  like  to 
fee  fuch  a  woman.  But  I  fay  no  more  till  I 
know  whether  her  Grace  will  fill  up  the  reft  of 
the  paper. 

The  Dutchefs  of  Qj . 

"Write  I  muft,  particularly  now,  as  I  have  an 
opportunity  to  indulge  my  predominant  paflion 
of  contradiction.  I  do,  in  the  firft  place,  con- 
tradict moft  things  Mr  Gay  fays  of  me,  to  deter 
you  from  coming  here  •,  which  if  you  ever  do, 
I  hereby  allure  you,  that  unlefs  I  like  my  own 
way  better,  you  fhall  have  your's  ;  and  in  all 
difputes  you  fhall  convince  me,  if  you  can.  But 
by  what  I  fee  of  you,  this  is  not  a  misfortune 
that  will  always  happen  ;  for  I  find  you  are  a 
great  miftaker.  For  example,  you  take  prudence 
for  imperioufnefs  :  'Tis  from  this  firft  that  I  de- 
termined not  to  like  one,  who  is  too  giddy-head- 
ed for  me  to  be  certain,  whether  or  no  I  {hall  e- 
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VCP  be  acquainted  with.  I  have  known  people 
•take  great  delight  in  building  caftles  in  the  air  ; 
but  I  fhould  chufe  to  build  friends  upon  a  more 
IbHd  foundation.  I  would  fain  know  ;  for  I 
often  hear  more  good  likeable  things  than  'tis., 
poflible  any  one  can  deferve.  Pray,  come,  that 
X  may  find  out  fomething  wrong ;  for  I,  and  I 
believe  mod  women,  have  an  inconceivable  plea- 
fure  to  find  out  any  faults,  except  their  own. 
Mr  Gibber  is  made  poet-laureat.  I  am,  Sir,  as 
much  your  humble  fervant  as  I  can  be  to  any  per- 
fon  I  don't  know.  C.  Q^ 

Mr  Gay  is  very  peevifli  that  I  fpell  and  write 
ill  j  bat  I  don't  care :  for  neither  the  pen  nor  I 
can  do  better.  Befides,  I  think  you  have  flatter- 
ed me,  and  fuch  people  ought  to  be  put  to  trouble. 

Mr  GAY'S  poftfcript. 

Now  I  hope  you  are  pleafed,  and  that  you  will 
allow,  for  fo  fmall  a  fum  as  200 1.  you  have  a 
lumping  pennyworth. 

LETTER      CCCCLXXX. 

THE   EARL   OF  C TO   DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  Hague,  Dec.  15.  N.  S.  1730. 

YOU  need  not  have  made  any  excufes  to  me 
for  your  folicitation  :  On  the  contrary,  I 
am  proud  of  being  the  firft  perfon  to  whom  you 

have 
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nave  thought  it  worth  your  while  to  apply  fince 
thofe  changes,  which,  you  fay,  drove  you  into 
diitance  and  obfcurity.  I  very  well  know  the 
perfon  you  recommend  to  me,  having  lodged  at 
his  houfe  a  whole  fummer  at  Richmond.  I  have 
alvvays  heard  a  very  good  character  of  him, 
which  alone  would  incline  me  to  ferve  him  j  but 
your  recommendation,  I  can  aifure_you,  will  make 
me  impatient  to  do  it.  However,  that  he  may 
not  again  meet  with  the  common  fate  of  court- 
fuitors,  nor  I  lie  under  the  imputation  of  making 
court-prom ifes,  I  will  exactly  explain  to  you 
how  far  it  is  likely  I  rr.ay  be  able  to  ferve  him. 

When  firft  I  had  this  office  *  I  took  the  refo- 
lution  of  turning  out  no-body ;  fo  that  I  ihall 
only  have  the  difpofal  of  thofe  places,  that  the 
death  of  the  prefent  pofleflcrs  will  procure  me. 
Some  old  fervants  that  have  ferved  me  long  and 
faithfully,  have  obtained  the  promifes  of  the  firft 
four  or  five  vacancies  ;  and  the  early  felicitations 
of  fome  of  my  particular  friends  have  tied  me 
down  for  about  as  many  more.  But  after  having 
fatisfied  thefe  engagements,  I  do  aflure  you  Mr 
Launcelot  frail  be  my  firft  care.  I  confefs,  his 
profpecl:  is  more  remote  than  I  could  have  wifli- 
ed  it  ;  but  as  it  is  to  remote,  he  won't  have  the 
uneafinefs  of  a  difappointment,  if  he  gets  no- 
thing ;  and  if  he  gets  fomething,  we  Ihall  both 
be  pleafed. 

As  for  his  political  principles,  I  am  in  no  man- 
ner 

*  '  Of  Lord  Steward  of  the  king'*  honfehohl,  in  wl-.icJi 
he  fucceedcd  the  Duke  of  Dorfet,  appointed  Lord  Lieu* 
tenant  of  Ireland.' 
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Tier  of  pain  about  them.  Were  he  a  Tory,  I 
would  venture  to  ferve  him,  in  the  juft  expe&a- 
tion,  that  fliould  I  ever  be  charged  with  having 
preferred  a  Tory,  the  perfon  who  was  the  author 
of  my  crime,  would  likewife  be  the  author  of  my 
vindication.  I  am,  with  real  efteem,  Sir,  your 
mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 


LETTER      CCCCLXXXI. 

LADY  E G TO   DR  SWIFT. 

Dec.  24.  1730. 

SINCE  you,  with  a  modeft  aflurance,  affirm, 
you  underfland  and  praftife  good  manners 
better  than  any  other  perfon  in  -either  kingdom, 
I  wi(h  you  would  therefore  put  into  very  hand- 
fome  terms  my  excufe  to  Dean  Swift,  that  I  have 
not  anfwered  his  letter,  that  I  received  before 
the  lad.  For  even  Prebendary  Head  affured  my 
brother  Harry,  that  he,  in  form  and  juftice,  took 
place  of  a  colonel,  as  being  major-general  in  the 
church  ;  and  therefore  you  need  not  have  called 
a  council  to  know  whether  you  or  I  were  to  write 
laft  5  becaufe,  as  being  but  a  poor  courtefey  la-* 
<ly,  I  can  pretend  to  no  other  place  but  what  o- 
ther  people's  goodnefs  gives  me.  This  being 
fettled,  I  ought  not  to  have  writ  again ;  but  how- 
ever, I  fear  I  fhould  have  been  wrong  enough  to 
have  dcfired  the  correfpondence  to  be  kept  up, 

but 
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but  that  I  have  been  ill  for  a  fortnight,  and  of 
courfe  lazy,  and  not  in  a  writing  mood. 

Firft,  as  to  Mcs  Barber,  as  1  told  you  before, 
fo  I  tell  you  the  fame  again,  that  upon  your  re- 
commendation, I  mall  be  very  glad  to  ferve  her, 
though  I  never  did  fee  her  j  and  as  I  had  not 
your  letter  till  I  went  from  Tunbridge,  fhe  paf- 
fed  unmarked  by  me  in  the  crowd  ;  nor  have  I 
met  with  her  fince.  She  writ  to  me  to  prefent 

's  poems  to  the   Duke  and  Dutchefs  of 

Dorfet.  I  anfwered  her  letter,  and  obeyed  her 
commands.  And  as  to  her  own,  I  (hall  mod 
•willingly  fubfcribe  ;  though  I  am  of  the  opini- 
on, we  ladies  are  apt  to  be  good  poets,  efpeci- 
aily  if  we  can't  fpell ;  but  that  is  by  the  way  of 
inviolable  fecret  between  you  and  me.  So  much 
for  this  letter.  Now  to  your  laft  epiille,  for 
which  it  feems  I  am  to  give  you  thanks  for  ho- 
nouring me  with  your  commands.  Well,  I  do 
fo,  becaufe  this  gets  a  proof,  that,  after  fo  many 
years  acquaintance,  there  is  one  that  will  take 
my  word  ;  which  is  a  certain  fign  that  I  have 
not  often  broke  it.  Therefore  behold  the  con- 
fequence  is  this  ;  I  have  given  my  word  to  the 
Duke  of  Dorfet  thai  you  would  not  fo  pofitive- 
ly  affirm  this  fa£t  concerning  Mrs  Fox,  without 
knowing  the  certain  truth,  that  there  is  no  de- 
ceit in  this  declaration  of  truft.  And  though  it 
has  been  recommended  to  him  as  you  fay,  he 
never  did  give  any  an-fwer  to  it,  nor  defigned  it, 
till  he  was  fully  fatisfied  of  the  truth  •,  and  even 
then,  I  believe,  would  not  have  determined  to 

have 
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have  done  it,  becaufe  it  is  an  eafy  way  of  fecu- 
ring  a  place  for  ever  to  a  family  j  and  were  this 
to  be  an  example,  be  it  fo  many  pence,  or  fo 
many  pounds,  for  tbe  future  they  would  be  in- 
heritances. 

So  now,  not  to  (hew  my  power  with  his  Grace 
(in  fpite  of  his  dependents,  who  may  caft  their 
eyes  on  it)  for  that  I  dare  affirm  there  never  will 
be  need  of,  where  juftice  or  good-nature  is  ne- 
ceflary  ;  but  to  fhew  you  his  dependence  on  your 
honour  and  integrity,  he  gives  me  leave  to  tell 
you,  it  mail  certainly  be  done  ;  nor  does  this  at 
all  oblige  you  to  give  the  thanks  you  feem  fo 
defirous  to  have  ;  for  at  any  time,  whenfoever 
you  have  any  bufmefs,  fervice,  or  requeft  to 
make  to  his  Grace  of  Dorfet  (whether  my  pro- 
per bufmefs  or  no)  till  you  two  are  better  ac- 
quainted with  one  another's  merits,  I  fhall  be 
very  glad  to  fhew  how  fincerely  I  am  your  friend 
and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

E G 
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Dec.  28.  1730. 

YOU  might  jjive  a  better  reafon  for  refilling 
my  book,  that  it  was  not  worth  keeping. 
I  thought  by  the  fuperfcription  that  your  letter 
was  w/itton  by  a  man;  for  you  have  neither  the 

fcrawl 
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fcrawl  nor  the  fpelling  of  your  fex.  You  live  fo 
i'ar  off,  and  I  believe  fo  fddom  at  home,  and  I 
am  fo  ill  a  vifitor,  that  it  is  no  wonder  we  meet 
fo  feldom  :  But  if  you  knew  what  I  fay  of  you 
to  others,  you  would  believe  it  was  not  want  of 
inclination  :  I  mean  what  I  fay  of  you  as  I  knew 
you  formerly  ;  for  as  to  what  you  are  now,  I 
know  but  little.  I  give  you  the  good  wifhes  of 
the  feafon  ;  and  am,  with  true  efteem  and  af- 
ftttion,  your's,  &<;. 

J.   SWIFT. 


.      LETTER      CCCCLXXXIII. 

LORD   BOLIXGBROKE    TO    DR   SWIFT. 

Jan.  1730-31. 

I  BEGIN  my  letter,  by  telling  you,  that  tny 
wife  has  been  returned  from  abroad  about 
a  month,  and  that  her  health,  though  feeble 
and  precarious,  is  better  than  it  has  been  thefe 
two  years.  She  is  much  your  fervant  ;  and  as 
fhe  has  been  her  own  phyfician  with  fome  fuc- 
cefs,  imagines  fhe  could  be  your's  with  the 
fame.  Would  to  God  you  was  within  her 
reach.  She  would,  I  believe,  prefcribe  a  great 
deal  of  medicina  anittii,  without  having  recourfe 
to  the  books  of  Trifmegiilus.  Pope  and  I  (hould 
be  her  principal  apothecaries  in  the  courfe  of 
the  cure  :  And  though  our  beil  botanifts  com- 
plain, that  few  of  the  herbs  and  fimples  which 
VOL.  XVI.  Z  g® 
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go  to  the  compofition  of  thefe  remedies,  are  to 
be  foui>d  at  prefcnt  in  our  foil,  yet  there  are 
more  of  them  here  than  in  Ireland  ;  befides,  by 
the  help  of  a  little  chemiftry,  the  moft  noxious 
juices  may  become  falubrious,  and  rank  poifon 

a  fpecific Pope  is  now   in   my  library  \vith 

me,  and  writes  to  the  world,  to  the  prefent  and 
to  future  ages,  \vhilft  I  begin  this  letter  which 
he  is  to  finifh  to  you.  What  good  he  will  do 
mankind,  I  know  not;  this  comfort  he  maybe 
fure  of,  he  cannot  do  lefs  than  you  have  done  be- 
fore him.  I  have  fometimes  thought,  that  if 
preachers,  hangmen,  and  moral  writers  keep 
vice  at  a  ftand,  or  fo  much  as  retard  the  pro- 
grefs  of  it,  they  do  as  much  as  human  nature 
admits.  A  real  reformation  is  not  to  be  brought 
about  by  ordinary  means ;  it  requires  thofe  ex- 
traordinary means  which  become  punifhments 
as  well  as  leflbns.  National  corruption  muft  be 
purged  by  national  calamities. — Let  us  hear 
from  you.  We  deferve  this  attention,  becaufe 
we  defire  it,  and  becaufe  we  believe  that  you  de- 
fire  to  hear  from  us. 


LETTER      CCCCLXXXIV. 

TO    THE  EARL  OF   CHESTERFIELD. 


I 


MY   LORD,  Jan'  5' 

RETURN   your  Lordfhip    my  moft  humble 
thanks   for  the  honour  and  favour  of  your 

letter, 
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letter,  .and  defire  your  juftice  to  believe,  that, 
in  writing  to  you  a  fecond  time,  I  have  no  de- 
figu  of  giving  you  a  fecond  trouble.  My  only 
end  at  prefent  is  to  beg  your  pardon  for  a  fault 
of  ignorance.  I  ought  to  have  remembered,  that 
the  arts  of  courts  are  Uke  thofe  of  play  j  where, 
if  the  mofl  expert  be  abfent  for  a  few  months, 
the  whole  fyftem  is  fo  changed,  that  he  hath  no 
more  fldll  than  a  new  beginner.  Yet  I  cannot 
but  wifh,  that  yourLordfhip  had  pleafed  to  for- 
give one,  who  hath  been  an  utter  ftranger  to  pu- 
blic life  above  fixteen  years.  Buffy  Rabutin 
himfelf,  the  politeft  perfon  of  his  age,  when  he 
was  recalled  to  court  after  a  long  banifhment, 
appeared  rkliculous  there  :  And  what  could  I 
expect  from  my  antiquated  manner  of  addref*' 
fmg  your  Lordfhip  in  the  prime  of  your  life  j 
in  the  height  of  fortune,  favour,  and  merit  ;  fo 
diftinguifhed  by  your  a£live  fpirit,  and  greatnefs 
of  your  genius  ?  I  do  here  repeat  to  your  Lord- 
fhip, that  I  lay  the  fault  of  my  mifconducl  en- 
tirely on  a  friend  whom  I  exceedingly  love  and 
efteem,  whom  I  dare  not  name,  and  who  is  as 
bad  a  courtier  by  nature,  as  I  am  grown  by  want 
of  practice.  God  forbid  that  your  Lordfhip 
fhould  continue  in  an  employment,  however 
great  and  honourable,  where  you  only  can  be 
an  ornament  to  the  court  fo  long,  until  you  have 
an  opportunity  to  provide  offices  for  a  dozen  low- 
people  like  the  poor  man  whom  I  took  the  liber- 
ty to  mention.  And  God  forbid,  that,  in  one  par- 
ticular branch  of  the  King's  family,  there  fhould 
Z  2  ever 
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ever  be  fuch  mortality  as  to  take  away  a  dozen 
of  his  meaner  fervants  in  lefs  than  a  dozen  years. 

Give  me  leave,  in  further  excufe  of  my  weak- 
nefs,  to  confefs,  that,  befides  fome  hints  from 
my  friends,  your  Lordfhip  is  in  a  great  meafurc 
to  blame,  for  your  obliging  manner  of  treating 
me  in  every  place  where  I  had  the  honour  to  fee 
you  ;  which  I  acknowledge  to  have  been  a  dr- 
itintlion  that  I  had  not  the  leaft  pretence  to, 
and  confequently  as  little  to  ground  upon  it  the 
requeft  of  a  favour. 

As  I  am  an  utter  ftranger  to  the  prefent  forms 
of  the  world,  I  have  imagined  more  than  once, 
that  your  Lordfhip's  proceeding  with  me  may  be 
a  refinement  introduced  by  yourfelf :  And  that 
as,  in  my  time,  the  mod  folemn  and  frequent 
promifes  of  great  men  ufually  failed  againft  all 
probable  appearances,  fo  that  fingle~  flight  one 
of  your  Lordihip,  may,  by  your  generous  na- 
ture, early  fucceed  againft  all  vifible  impoflibili- 
ties.  I  am,  SsV. 


LETTER      CCCCLXXXV. 

IAD'Y  u G-— —  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

Jan.  it.  1731. 

IT  is  well  for  Mr  Pope  your  letter  came  as  it 
did,  or  elfe  I  had  called  for  my  coach,   and 
was  going  to   make   a   thorough    fearch  at  his 
boufe  j   for,  that  I  was   mod  pofitivcly  aflured 

that 
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that  you  were  there  in  private,  the  Duke  of  Dor- 
fee  can  tell  you.  Not  credo  is  all  the  Latin  I 
know,  and  the  moil  ufeful  word  upon  all  occa- 
fions  to  me.  However,  like  moft  other  people,  I 
can  give  it  up  for  what  I  wifh  ;  for  once  I  helieved, 
or  at  lead  went  half  way  in  what  1  hoped  was  true, 
and  then,  for  the  only  time,  your  letter  was  un- 
welcome. You  tell  me  you  have  a  requeft, 
which  is  purely  perfonal  to  me  :  Non  :rcdo  for 
that ;  for  I  am  fure  you  would  not  be  fo  difa- 
greeable  as  not  to  have  made  it,  when  vou  know 
'tis  a  pleafure  and  fatisfaction  to  me  to  do  any 
thing  you  defire,  by  which  you  may  find  you  arc 
\\Q\.fans  confequence  to  me. 

1  met  with  your  friend  Mr  Pope  the  other 
day..  He  complains  of  not  being  well,  and  in- 
deed looked  ill.  I  fear  that  neither  his  wit  nor 
fenfe  do  arm  him  enough  againft  being  hurt  by 
malice  ;  and  that  he  is  too  fenfible  of  what  fools  • 
fay  :  The  run  is  much  againft  him  on  the  Duke 
of  Chandois's*  account  i  but  I  believe  their  rage 
is  not  kindnefs  to  the  Duke,  but  they  are  glad  to 
give  it  vent  with  fome  tolerable  pretence.  I 
wifh  your  prefence  would  have  fuch  a  miraculous 
effect  as  your  defign  on  Biddy's  f  fpeech:  You 
know  formerly  her  tongue  was  not  apt  to  run 
much  by  her  inclination  ;  but  now  every  winter 
is  kept  (till  per  force,  for  {he  conilantly  gets  a 
Z  3  violent 

"  It  M-as  fiid   that  Mr  Pope  intended  the  cliarafter  of 
T5mon,  iii  his  epiitle   on  the  nfe    of  riches  in  Avorks   ot 
ta.de  aildi-efTcd  to  the  Eari  of  Burliugtou,   for  the 
of  ('.handois 

t  :>Irs  Biddy  Flcy;L 
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violent  cold  that  lafts  her  all  winter.  But  as  to 
that  quarrelfome  friend  of  the  Duke  of  Doriet's, 
I  will  let  her  loofe  at  you,  and  fee  which  can 
get  the  better.  Mifs  Kelly  was  a  very  pretty 
girl  when  fhe  went  from  hence,  and  the  beaux 
fliew  their  good  tafte  by  liking  her.  I  hear  her 
father  is  now  kind  to  her;  but  if  {he  is  not  might- 
ily altered,  flie  would  give  up  fome  of  her  airs 
and  equipage  to  live  in  England. 

Since  you  are  fo  good  as  to  inquire  after 
my  health,  I  ought  to  inform  you  I  never  was 
better  in  my  life  than  this  winter.  I  have  e- 
fcaped  both  head-achs  and  gout :  And  that  your's 
may  not  be  endangered  by  reading  fuch  a  long 
letter,  I  will  add  no  more,  but  bid  adieu  to  my 
dear  Dean, 

E G 


LETTER       CCCCLXXXVI. 

MR  GAT   TO  DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  London,  Jan.  18.  1731. 

IT  is  now  near  nine  o'clock.  I  deferred  fitting 
down  to  write  to  you,  in  expectation  to 
have  feen  Mr  Pope,  who  left  me  two  or  three 
hours  ago  to  try  to  find  Lord  Burlington,  with- 
in whofe  walls  I  have  not  been  admitted  this 
year  and  half  i  but  for  what  reafon  I  know  not. 
MrPope  is  juft  this  minute  come  in,  but  had  not 
the  good  luck  to  find  him  ;  fo  that  I  cannot  give 
YOU  any  fatisfaclion  in  the  affair  you  writ  laft  a- 
J  '  bout. 
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bout.  He  defigns  to  fee  him  to-morrow,  and 
if  any  thing  can  be  done,  he  fays  you  (hall  hear 
from  him. 

By  the  beginning  of  my  letter,  you  fee  how  I 
decline  in  favour  ;  but  I  look  upon  it  as  a  parti- 
cular diflinction,  that  as  foon  as  the  court  gains 
a  man,  I  lofe  him.  It  is  a  mortification  I  have 
been  ufed  to,  fo  I  bear  it  as  a  philofopber  fhould. 
The  letter  which  you  writ  to  me  and  the  Duke 
I  received,  and  Mr  Pope  fhewed  me  that  direct- 
ed to  him,  which  gave  me  more  pleafure  than 
all  the  letters  you  have  writ  Cnce  I  faw  you,  as 
it  gives  me  hopes  of  feeing  you  foon. 

Were  I  to  acquaint  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs 
of  my  writing,  I  know  that  they  would  have 
fomething  to  fay  to  you,  and  perhaps  would  pre- 
vent my  fending  the  letter  this  poft,  fo  I  chufe 
to  fay  nothing  about  it.  You  are  in  great  fa- 
vour and  efteem  with  all  thofe  tbat  love  me, 
which  is  one  great  reafon  that  I  love  and  efteem 
them. 

Whenever  you  will  order  me  to  turn  your 
fortune  into  ready  money,  I  will  obey  you  :  but 
I  chufe  to  leave  it  where  it  is,  till  you  w,ant  it, 
as  it  carries  fome  intereft  ;  though  it  might  be 
now  fold  to  fome  advantage,  and  is  liable  to  rifes 
and"  falls  with  other  flocks.  It  might  be  higher 
as  well  as  lower;  fo  I  will  not  difpofe  of  it  till 
I  hear  from  you.  I  am  impatient  to  fee  you,  fo 
are  all  your  friends.  You  have  taken  yeur  refo- 
lution,  and  I  fhall  henceforth  every  week  expe£b 

an 
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an  agreeable  furprife.     The  bellman  rings   fei% 
the  letter,  ib  I  can  fay  no  more. 


LETTER      CCCCXXXVII. 

LADY    B G TO   DR   SWIFT. 

Feb.   23.   1730-1. 

NOW  were  you  in  vafl  hopes  you  fhould 
hear  no  more  from  me,  I  being  flow  in 
my  motions  :  But  don't  flatter  yourfelf  ;  you  be- 
gan the  correfpondence,  fet  my  pen  a  going, 
and  God  knows  when  it  will  end  ;  for  I  had  it  by 
inheritance  from  my  father,  ever  to  pleafe  my- 
felf  when  I  could;  and  though  I  don't  juil  take 
the  turn  my  mother  did  of  fafting  and  praying  ; 
yet  to  be  fure  that  was  her  pleafure  too,  or  elfe 
fhe  would  not  have  been  fo  greedy  of  it.  I  don't 
care  to  deliver  your  menage  this  great  while  to 
Lieutenant  Head,  he  having  been  dead  thefe  two 
years.  And  though  he  had,  as  you  fay,  a  head, 
I  loved  him  very  well  ;  but,  however,  from  my 
Dame  Wadger's  *  firft  impreilion,  I  have  ever 
Had  a  natural  antipathy  to  fpirits. 

I  have  not  acquaintance  enough  with  Mr  Pope, 
which  I  am  forry  for,  and  expedl  you  fliould 
come  to  England,  in  order  to  improve  it.  If  it 
was  the  Queen,  and  not  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
that  picked  out  fuch  a  laureat  f  fhe  cleferves  his 
poetry  in  her  praife. 

Your 

•  The  deaf  houfe-kcepcr  at  T.ord  Berkeley's, 
f  Colly  Cibber. 


CORRESPONDENCE.         273 

Your  friend  Mrs  Berber  has  been  here.  I 
find  ihe  has  Tome  requeft  ;  but  neither  you  nor 
ihe  yet  let  it  out  to  me  what  it  is  :  For  certainly 
you  cannot  mean  that,  by  fubfcribing  to  her 
book;  if  Co,  I  (hall  be  mighty  unhappy  to  have 
you  call  that  a  favour.  For  furely  there  is  no- 
thing fo  eafy  as  what  one  can  do  one's  felf,  nor. 
any  thing  fo  heavy  as  what  one  muft  afic  other 
people  for  ;  though  I  don't  mean  by  this,  that  I 
fhall  ever  be  unwilling,  when  you  require  it; 
yet  fhall  be  much  happier,  when  it  is  in  my  own 
power  to  fhew,  how  fincerely  I  am  my  old 
friend's  mod  faithful  humble  fervant. 

Mrs  Floyd  is  much  your'$,  but  dumber  than 
ever,  having  a  violent  cold. 


LETTER     CCCCLXXXVIIL 

LADY   B G TO    DR  SWIFT. 

Feb.  23.  173  U 

I  LIKE  to  know  my  power  (if  it  is  fo)  that  I 
can  make  you  uneafy  at  my  not  writing  ; 
though  I  fiian't  often  care  to  exert  it,  left  you 
ihould  grow  weary  of  me  and  my  correfpon- 
dence ;  but  the  flownefs  of  my  anfwers  does  not 
come  from  the  emptinefs  of  my  heart,  but  the, 
emptinefs  of  my  head  ;  and  that  you  know  is  na- 
ture's fault,  not  mine.  I  was  not  learned  enough 
to  know  non  credo  has  been  fo  long  in  fafhion  ; 
but  every  day  convinces  me  more  of  the  necef- 

fit* 
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fity  of  it,  not  but  that  I  often  wifli  againft  my- 
felf;  as  per  example,  I  would  fain  believe  you 
are  coming  to  England  ;  becaufe  moil  of  your 
acquaintance  tell  me  fo ;  and  yet  turn  and  wind, 
^nd  fift  your  letters  to  find  any  thing  like  it  be 
true  ;  but  inflead  of  that,  there  I  find  a  law-fuit, 
which  is  a  worfe  tie  by  the  leg  than  your  lame- 
nefs.  And  pray  what  is  "  this  hurt  above  my 
"  heel  r"  Have  you  had  a  fellow-feeling  with  my 
Lord  Lieutenant*  of  the  gout,  and  call  it  a 
fprain,  as  he  does  ?  who  has  lain  f  fo  long  and 
often  to. difguife  it,  that  I  verily  think  he  has 
not  a  new  ftory  left.  Does  he  do  the  fame  in 
.Ireland  -,  for  there  I  hoped  he  would  have  given 
a  better  example  ? 

I  find  you  are  grown  a  horrid  flatterer,  or  elfe 
you  could  never  have  thought  of  any  thing  fo 
much  to  my  tafte  as  this  piece  of  marble  you  fpeak 
of  for  my  filler  Penelope  $t  which  I  defire  may 
be  at. my  expence.  I  cannot  be  exa£l,  neither 
as  to  the  time  nor  year,  but  (he  died  foon  after 
we  came  there,  and  we  did  not  flay  quite  two 

years, 

•  The  Duke  of  Dorfet. 

•f  This  feems  to  be  humouroufly  made  the  participle  of 
lie  mentior. 

|  Lady  Penelope  Berkeley  died  in  Dublin,  whilft  her 
father  was  in  ihe  government,  and  wasintered  in  St  An* 
drew's  church  under  the  altar.  No  monument  was  ereft- 
cd  to  her  memory  till  about  tlm  time,  when  Dr  Swift 
cuufed  a  plate  of  black  marble  to  be  fixed  in  the  wall-o- 
ver  the  alter-piece,  \vith  this  inlVription  : 

"  Underneath  lieth  the  body  of"  the  T-ady 
"  Penelope  Berkeley,  daughter  of  the  right 
honourable  Charles  Earl  of  licrkeley.    She 
'•  died  Sept.  the  3d.  169.?." 
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years,  and  were  in  England  fome  months  before 
King  William  died.  I  wifh  I  had  my  dame  Wad- 
ger's,  or  Mr  Ferrers's  memorandum  head,  that 
I  might  know  whether  it  was  at  the  time  *  of 
goofcherries. 

Surely  your  Irifli  air  is  very  bad  for  darts,  if 
Mrs  Kelly's  are  blunted  already,  make  her  crofs 
father  let  her  come  over,  and  we  won't  ufe  her 
fo  in  England.  If  my  Dutchefs  f  fees  company 
in  a  morning,  you  need  not  grumble  at  the  hour  j 
it  muft  be  purely  from  great  complaifance,  for 
that  never  was  her  tafte  here,  though  fhe  is  as 
early  a  rifer  as  the  generality  of  ladies  are  :  And 
I  believe  there  are  not  many  dreffing- rooms  in 
London,  but  mine  where  the  early  idle  come. 

Adieu  abruptly ;  for  I  will  have  no  more  for- 
mal humble  fervants,  with  your  whole  name  at 
the  bottom,  as  if  I  was  aflcing  your  catechifm. 


LETTER 


•'In  the  petition  of  Frances  Harris  to  the  Lords  Ju- 
Alices,   upon  loiing  her  purfc,   there  are  thefe  verfes : 
"  Y«s,  f,iys  Hie,  the  fteward  I  remember,  when  I  was 

"  at  my  Lady  Shrewfbury's, 
"  Such  a  thing  as  this  happened  juft  about  the  time 

"  of  goofberries." 

This  fteward  was  Mr  Ferrers;   and  Dame  Wadger,  was 
the    old    deaf  howfe  keeper   ia    Lord  Berkeley's   family, 
•when  he  was  one  of  the  7  ords  Jufticc*  of  Ireland, 
t  The  Dutchefs  of  Dorfct. 
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LETTER      CCCCLXXXIX. 

MR   GAY   TO  DR   SWIFT. 

March  20.  1730-1. 

I  THINK  it  is  above  three  months  fince  I  wrote 
to  you,  in  partnership  with  the.Dutchefs. 
About  a  fortnight  fince  I  wrote  to  you  from 
Twickenham,  for  Mr  Pope  and  myfelf.  He  was 
then  difabled  from  writing  by  a  fevere  rheuma- 
tic pain  in  his  arm  ;  but  is  pretty  well  again,  and 
at  prefent  in  town.  Loid  Oxford,  Lord  Bathurft, 
he  and  I  dined  together  yefterday  at  Barnes, 
with  old  Jacob  Tonfon,  where  we  drank  your 
health.  I  am  again,  by  the  advice  of  phyiicians, 
grown  a  moderate  wine-drinker,  after  an  abfti- 
nence  of  above  two  years  ;  and  now  look  upon 
myfelf  as  qualified  for  fociety  as  before. 

I  formerly  fent  you  a  ftate  of  the  accounts  be- 
tween us.     Lord  B hath  this  day  paid  me 

your  principal  and  intereft.  The  intereft  a- 
mounted  to  12!.  and  1  want  your  directions  how 
to  difpofe  of  the  principal,  which  mufl  lie  dead, 
till  I  receive  your  orders.  I  had  a  fcheme  of  buy- 
ing two  lottery  tickets  for  you,  and  keeping  your 
principal  entire.  And  as  ail  my  good  fortune  is 
to  come,  to  (hew  you  that  I  confult  your  advan- 
tage, 1  will  buy  two  for  myfelf,  and  then  you 
and  I  will  go  halves  in  the  ten  thoufand  pounds. 
That  there  will  be  a  lottery  is  certain  :  The 
fcheme  is  not  yet  declared^  but  I  hear  it  will  not 

be 
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be  the  mofl  advantageous  one ;  for  we  are  to 
have  but  3  1.  per  cent. 

I  folicit  for  no  court  favours,  fo  that  I  propofc 
to 'buy  the  tickets  at  the  market  price,  when  they 
come  out,  which  will  not  be  thefe  two  or  three 
months.  If  you  do  not  like  to  have  your  money 
thus  difpofed  of ;  or  if  you  like  to  truft  to  your 
own  fortune,  rather  than  to  (hare  in  mine,  let 
me  have  your  orders;  and  at  the  fame  time,  tell 
me  what  I  (hall  do  with  the  principal  fum.  I 
came  to  town  the  ^th  of  January  laft,  with  the 
Duke  and  Dutchefs,  about  bufinefs,  for  a  fort- 
night. As  it  depended  upon  others,  we  could 
not  get  it  done  till  now.  Next  week  we  return 
to  Amefbury,  in  Wiltlhire,  for  the  reft  of  the 
year ;  but  the  bed  way  is  always  to  direct  to  me 
at  the  Duke's,  in  Burlington-gardens,  near  Pic- 
cadilly. I  am  ordered  by  the  Dutchefs  to  grow 
rich  in  the  manner  of  Sir  John  Cutler.  I  have 
nothing  at  this  prefent  writing,  but  my  frock  that 
was  made  at  Salifbury,  and  a  bob,  periwig.  I 
perfuade  myfelf  that  it  is  milling-weather  as  fel- 
dom  as  poflible  ;  and  have  found  out,  that  there 
are  few  court-vifits  that  are  worth  a  (hilling.  In 
fliort,  I  am  very  happy  in  my  prefent  indepen- 
dency. I  envy  no  man  ;  but  have  the  due  con- 
tempt of  voluntary  flaves  of  birth  and  fortune. 
I  have  fuch  a  fpite  againft  you,  that  1  wifh  you 
may  long  for  my  company,  as  I  do  for  your's, 
Though  you  never  write  to  me,  you  cannot  make 
me  forget  you  ;  fo  that  if  it  is  out  of  friendihip 
you  write  fo  feldom  to  me,  it  doth  net  anlwer 

VOL.  XVI.  A  a  the 
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the  purpofe.  Thofe  who  you  like  mould  remem- 
ber you,  do  fo  whenever  I  fee  them.  I  believe 
they  do  it  upon  their  own  account ;  for  I  know 
few  people  who  are  folicitous  to  pleafe  or  flatter 
me.  The  Dutchefs  fends  you  her  compliments, 
and  fo  would  many  more,  if  they  knew  of  my 
writing  to  you. 


LETTER      CCCCXC. 

DR   SV^IFT    TO   LORD    BOLINGBROKE. 

I  HAVE  delayed  feveral  pofts  anfwering  your 
letter  of  January  lad,  in  hopes  of  being  able 
to  fpeak  to  you  about  a  project  which  concerns 
us  both,  but  me  the  mofl,  fmce  the  fuccefs  of  it 
would  bring  us  together.  It  has  been  a  good 
while  in  my  head,  and  at  my  heart  ;  if  it  can  be 
fet  a  going,  you  (hall  hear  more  of  it.  I  was  ill 
in  the  beginning  of  the  winter  for  near  a_  week, 
but  in  no  danger,  either  fiom  the  nature  of  my 
diftemper,  or  from  the  attendance  of  three  phy- 
ficians.  Since  that  bilious  intermitting  fever 
I  have  had,  as  I  had  before,  better  health  than  the 
regard  I  have  paid  to  health  deferves.  We  are  both 
in  the  decline  of  life,  my  dear  Dean,  and  have 
been  fome  years  going  down  the  hill ;  let  us  make 
the  paffage  as  fmooth  as  we  can.  Let  us  fence 
againft  phyilcal  evil  by  care,  and  the  ufe  of  thofe 
means  which  experience  mud  have  pointed  out 
to  us :  Let  us  fence  againft  moral  evil  by  philo- 

fophy; 
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fophy ;  for  paflion  may  decay,  and  ftupidity  not 
fucceed.  Paffions  (fays  Pope,  our  divine,  as  you 
will  fee  one  time  or  other)  are  the  gales  of  life. 
Let  us  not  complain  that  they  do  not  blow  a 
ftorm.  What  hurt  does  age  do  us,  in  fubduing 
what  we  toil  to  fubdue  all  our  lives  ?  It  is  now 
fix  in  the  morning.  I  recal  the  time,  (and  am 
glad  it  is  over),  when  about  this  hour  I  ufed  to 
be  going  to  bed,  furfeited  with  pleafure,  or  jaded 
with  bufinefs:  My  head  often  full  of  fchemes, 
and  my  heart  as  often  full  of  anxiety.  Is  it  a 
misfortune,  think  you,  that  I  rife  at  this  hour  re- 
frefhed,  ferene,  and  calm  ?  that  the  pad,  and  e- 
ven  the  prefent  affairs  of  life,  ftand  like  objects 
at  a  diftance  from  me,  where  I  can  keep  off  the 
difagreeable  fo  as  not  to  be  ftrongly  affecled  by 
them,  and  from  whence  I  can  draw  the  others 
nearer  to  me  ?  Paflions  in  their  force  would  bring 
all  thefe,  nay,  even  future  contingencies  about 
my  ears  at  once,  and  reafon  would  but  ill  defend 
ine  in  the  fcufBe. 

I  leave  Pope  to  fpeak  for  himfelf ;  but  I  muft 
tell  you  how  much  my  wife  is  obliged  to  you.  She 
fays  (he  would  find  flrength  enough  to  nurfe  you, 
if  you  was  here  ;  and  yet,  God  knows,  (lie  is  ex- 
tremely weak.  The  flow  fever  works  under,  and 
mines  the  conftitution :  We  keep  it  ofF  fome- 
times  ;  but  ilill  it  returns,  and  makes  new  breach- 
es before  nature  can  repair  the  old  ones.  |I  am 
not  afhamed  to  fay  to  you,  that  I  admire  her 
more  every  hour  of  my  life.  Death  is  not  to 
her  the  king  of  terrors  ;  fhe  beholds  him  without 
A  a  a  the 
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the  lead.  When  (he  fuffers  much,  fhe  wifhes 
for  him  as  a  deliverer  from  pain  ;  when  life  is  to- 
lerable, fhe  looks  upon  him  with  diflike,  becaufe 
he  is  to  feparate  her  from  thofe  friends  to  whom 
fhe  is  more  attached  than  to  life  itfelf. — —You 
fhall  not  (lay  for  my  next  as  long  as  you  have 
for  this  letter  ;  and  in  every  one  Pope  fhall  write 
ibmething  much  better  than  the  fcraps  of  old 
philofophers,  which  were  theprefents,  munufcula, 
that  Stoical  fop  Seneca  ufed  to  fend  in  every  o* 
piftle  to  his  friend  Lucilius. 

P.  S.  My  Lord  has  fpoken  juftly  of  his  lady  : 
Why  not  I  of  my  mother  ?  Yefterday  was  her 
birth-day,  now  entering  on  the  ninety-firft  year 
of  her  age  ;  her  memory  much  diminifhed,  but 
her  fenfes  very  little  hurt,  her  fight  and  hearing 
good  ;  fhe  fleeps  not  ill,  eats  moderately,  drinks 
water,  fays  her  prayers  •,  this  is  all  fhe  does.  I 
have  reafon  to  thank  God  for  continuing  fo  long 
to  me  a  very  good  and  tender  parent,  and  for  al- 
lowing me  to  exercife  for  fome  years  thofe  cares 
which  are  now  as  neceflary  to  her  as  ber's  have 
been  to  me.  An  object  of  this  fort  daily  before 
one's  eyes,  very  much  foftens  the  mind  j  but  per- 
haps may  hinder  it  from  the  willingnefs  of  con- 
tracting other  ties  of  the  like  domeftic  nature, 
when  one  finds  how  painful  it  is  even  to  enjoy 
the  tender  pleafures.  I  have  formerly  made 
fome  ftrong  efforts  to  get  and  deferve  a  friend  : 
Perhaps  it  were  wifer  never  to  attempt ;  but 
live  extempore,  and  look  upon  the  world  only  as 
a  place  to  pafs  through,  jufl  pay  your  hofts  their 
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due,  difperfe  a  little  chanty,  and  hurry  on.  Yet 
I  am  juft  now  writing  (or  rather  planning)  a  book, 
to  make  mankind  look  upon  this  life  with  com- 
fort and  pleafure,  and  put  morality  in  good  hu- 
mour.  And  juft  now  too  I  am  going  to  fee 

one  I  love  very  tenderly  ;  and  to-morrow  to  en- 
tertain feveral  civil  people,  whom,  if  we  call 

friends,  it  is  by  the  courtefy  of  England. S/V, 

Jic  juvat  ire  fub  umbras.  While  we  do  live,  we 
muft  make  the  belt  of  life, 

Cert  antes  licet  ufque    (minus  via  ladut  j  eamus9 

as  the  fhepherd  faid  in  Virgil,  when  the  road 
was  long  and  heavy.  I  am  your's. 


LETTER      CCCCXCL 

. 

LORD    BOLINGBROKE    TO  DR   SWIFT. 


"\  7  OU  may  aflure  yourfelf,  that  if  you  come 
A  over  this  fpring,  you  will  find  me  not  only 
got  back  into  the  habits  of  ftudy,  but  devoted  to 
that  hiflorical  talk  which  you  have  fet  me  thefe 
many  years.  I  am  in  hopes  of  fome  materials 
•which  will  enable  me  to  work  in  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  the  plan  I  propofe  to  myfelf.  If  they  are 
not  to  be  had,  I  muft  accommodate  my  plan  to 
this  deficiency.  In  the  mean  time  Pope  has 
given  me  more  trouble  than  he  or  I  thought  of; 
and  you  will  be  furprifed  to  find,  that  I  have 
been  partly  drawn  by  him,  and  partly  by  my- 
A  a  3.  fclf. 
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*fetf,  to  write  a  pretty  large  volume  upon  a  very 
grave  and  very  important  fubje& ;  that  I  have 
ventured  to  pay  no  regard  whatever  to  any  autho- 
rity except  facred  authority;  and  that  I  have 
ventured  to  ftart  a  thought,  which  mnft,  if  it  is 
puthed  as  fuccefsfully  as  I  think  it  is,  render  all 
your  metaphyGcal  theology  both  ridiculous  and 
abominable.  There  is  an  expreffion  in  one  of 
your  letters  to  me,  which  makes  me  believe  you 
will  come  into  my  way  of  thinking  on  this  fub- 
je& ;  and  yet  I  am  perfuaded,  that  divines  and 
free-thinkers  would  both  be  clamorous  againft  it, 
if  it  was  to  be  fubmitted  to  their  cenfure,  as  I 
do  not  intend  that  it  (hall.  The  pafiage  I  mean, 
is  that  where  you  fay,  that  you  told  Dr.  **  the 
grand  points  of  Chritlianity  ought  to  be  taken  as 
infallible  revelations  *,  &c. 

It  has  happened,  that  wbilft  I  was  writing 
this  to  you,  the  Doctor  came  to  make  me  a  vifit 
from  London,  where  I  heard  he  was  arrived 
ibme  time  ago.  He  was  in  hafle  to  return,  aad 
is,  I  perceive,  in  great  hafle  to  print.  He  left 
me  with  eight  differtations  f,  a  fmall  part,  as  I 
vnderftand,  of  his  work  :  and  defired  me  to  pe-. 
rule,  confider,  and  obferve  upon  them  againft 
Monday  next,  when  he  will  come  down  again. 
JJy  what  I  have  read  of  the  two  firft,  I  find  my- 

fclf 

•  ID  thii  maxim  all  bigotted  d:v':n*s  and  frce-tbinkii% 
politicians  agree  ;  tbe  one  for  fear  of  di  ft  orbing  the  efta- 
l,i:ged  religion ;  the  other  left  that  diftarbance  (hould 
jrove  uijnrioiu  to  their  admiciftration  of  gorcrnmeof. 

- 
ftcTcUtloa  ezanuae4  wilt  candor.' 
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felf  unable  to  ferve  him.  The  principles  he  rea- 
fons  upon,  are  begged  in  a  difputation  of  this 
fort ;  and  the  mariner  of  reafoning  is  by  no 
means  clofe  and  conclufive.  The  fole  advice  I 
could  give  him  in  conscience,  would  be  that 
which  he  would  take  ill,  and  not  follow.  I  will 
get  rid  of  this  talk  as  well  as  I  can  ;  for  I  efteem- 
ed  the  man,  and  fhould  be  forry  to  difoblige  him 
where  I  cannot  ferve  him. 

As  to  retirement  and  exercife,  your  notions 
are  true.  The  firft  fhould  not  be  indulged  fo 
much  as  to  render  us  favage,  nor  the  laft  neglect- 
ed fo  as  to  impair  health.  But  1  know  men,  who, 
for  fear  of  being  favage,  live  with  all  who  live 
with  them,  and,  who,  to  preferve  their  health," 
fanter  away  half  their  time.  Adieu.  Pope  calls 
for  the  paper. 

P.  S.  I  hope  what  goes  before  will  be  a 
ftrong  motive  to  your  coming.  God  knows  if 
ever  I  (hall  fee  Ireland  ;  I  fhall  never  defire  it,  if 
you  can  be  got  hither,  or  kept  here.  Yet  I  think 
I  fhall  be  too  foonafreeman Your  recom- 
mendations I  conltantly  give  to  thofe  you  men- 
tion ;  though  feme  of  them  I  fee  but  feldom,  and 
am  every  day  more  retired.  I  am  lefs  fond  of 
the  world,  and  lefs  curious  about  it:  yet  no 
way  out  of  humour,  difappointed,  or  angry; 
though  in  my  way  I  receive  as  many  injuries  as 
my  betters ;  but  I  don't  feel  them  :  therefore  I 
ought  not  to  vex  other  people,  nor  even  to  re- 
turn injuries.  I  pafs  almoft  all  my  time  at  home. 

My 
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My  lord  (of  which  I  partly  take  the  merit  to  rny- 
felf)  is  as  much  eftranged  from  politics  as  I 
am.  Let  philofophy  be  ever  fo  vain,  it  is  lefs 
vain  now  than  politics,  and  not  quite  fo  vain 
at  prefent  as  divinity.  I  know  nothing  that 
moves  ftrongly  but  fatire  ;  and  thofe  who 
are  afhamed  of  nothing  elfe,  are  fo  of  being 
ridiculous.  I  fancy,  if  we  three  were  together 
but  for  three  years,  fome  good  might  be  done 
even  upon  this  age. 

I  know  you'll  defire  fome  account  of  my  health. 
It  is  ufual,  but  my  fpirits  rather  worfe.  I  write 
little  or  nothing.  You  know  I  riever  had  either 
a  tafte  or  talent  for  politics,  and  the  world  minds 
nothing  elfe.  I  have  perfonal  obligations  which 
I  will  ever  preferve,  to  men  of  different  fides ; 
and  I  with  nothing  fo  much  as  public  quiet,  ex- 
cept it  be  my  own  quiet.  I  think  it  is  a  merit,  if 
I  can  take  off  any  man  from  gratting  or  fatiricaT 
fubjefts,  merely  on  the  fcore  of  party  :  and  it  is 
the  greatefl  vanity  of  my  life,  that  I  have  con- 
tributed to  turn  my  Lord  Bolingbroke  to  fubjefts 

moral,  ufeful,  and  more  worthy  his  pen.  Dr 's 

book  is  what  I  can't  commend  fo  much  as  Dean 
Berkeley's  *,  though  it  has  many  things  ingeni- 
ous in  it,  and  is  not  deficient  in  the  writing 
part :  but  the  whole  book,  though  he  meant  it 
adpoptiluni)  is,  I  think,  purely  ad  clerum.  Adieu. 

LETTER 

*  A  fine  original  work,  called,  "The  minute  Pkilofo- 
plier." 
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MRGAYTODR  SWIFT,   WITH  A  POSTSCRIPT. 
DEAR   SIR,  April  II.  I73K 

THE  fortune  of  the  perfon  you  intereft  your- 
felf  in,  amount*  to  at  prefent  (all  debts 
paid)  above  three  thoufand  four  hundred  pounds ; 
fo  that,  whatever  other  people  think,  I  look  up- 
on him,  as  to  fortune,  to  be  happy  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  an  independent  creature.  I  have  been  in 
expectations,  pod  after  pod,  to  have  received 
your  directions  about  the  difpofal  of  your  mo- 
ney. Left  that  fum,  with  200!.  of  my  own,  in 
Mr  Hoare's  hands,  at  my  coming  out  of  town. 
If  I  hear  nothing  from  you,  I  {hall  do  witli  it,  as 
I  do  with  my  own.  I  made  you  a  propofal  a- 
bout  purcruiing  lottery-tickets  in  partnerfhip 
with  myfelf;  that  is  to  fay,  four  tickets  between 
us.  This  can  be  done  with  the  overplus  of  the 
intereft-money  I  have  received-,  but  in  this  I  will' 
do  nothing  till  I  hear  from  you. 

I  am  now  got  to  my  refidence  at  Amefbury,  get- 
ting health,  and  faving  money.  Since  I  have  got 
over  the  impediment  to  a  writer,  water-drinking, 
if  I  can  perfuade  myfelf  that  I  have  any  wit,  and 
find  I  have  inclination,  I  intend  to  write,  though, 
as  yet,  I  have  another  impediment :  for  1  have 
not  provided  myfelf  with  a  fcheme.  Ten  to  one 
but  I  fhall  have  a  propenfity  to  write  againft  vice, 
and  who  can  tell  how  far  that  may  offend  ?  But 

an 
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an  author  fhonld  confult  his  genius  rather  than 
his  intereft,  if  he  cannot  reconcile  them.  Juft 
before  I  left  London,  I  made  a  vifit  to  Mrs  Bar- 
ber. I  wifh  I  could  any-ways  have  contributed 
to  her  fubfcription.  I  have  always  found  my- 
felf  of  no  confequence,  and  am  now  of  lefs  than 
ever  ;  but  I  have  found  out  a  way,  in  one  refpect, 
of  making  myfelf  of  more  confequence,  which  is 
by  confidering  other  people  of  lefs.  Thofe  who 
have  given  me  up,  I  have  given  up  ;  and  in  fhort, 
I  feek  after  no  friendfhips,  but  am  content  with 
what  I  have  in  the  houfe.  They  have  fubfcri- 
bed,  and  I  propofed  it  before  Jo.  Taylor,  who, 
upon  hearing  {he  was  a  friend  of  your's,  offered 
his  fubfcription,  and  defired  his  compliments  to 
you.  I  believe  (he  hath  given  you  an  account 
that  (he  hath  fome  profpeft  of  fuccefs  from  o- 
thers  recommendations  to  thofe  I  know  ;  and  I 
have  not  been  wanting  upon  all  occafions  to  put 
in  my  good  word,  which  I  fear  avails  but  little. 
Two  days  ago  1  received  a  letter  from  Dr  Ar- 
buthnott,  which  gave  me  but  a  bad  account  of 
Mr  Pope's  health.  I  have  writ  to  him  5  but 
have  not  heard  from  him  fince  I  came  into  the 
country.  If  you  knew  the  pleafure  you  gave  me, 
you  would  keep  your  contract  of  writing  more 
punctually  ;  and  efpecially  you  would  have  an- 
fwered  my  laft  letter,  as  it  was  a  money-affair, 
and  you  have  to  do  with  a  man  of  bufinefs. 

Your  letter  was  more  to  the  Dutchefs  than  to 
me  j  fo  I  now  leave  off  to  offer  her  the  pa- 
per. 

Poflfcript 
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Poftfcript  by  the  Dutchefs. 

It  was  Mr  Gay's  fault  that  I  did  not  write 
iboner ;  which,  if  I  had,  I  fhould  hope  you  would 
have  been  here  by  this  time  ;  for  I  have  to  tell 
you,  all  your  articles  are  agreed  to  •,  and  that  I 
only  love  my  own  way,  when  I  meet  not  with  o- 
thers  whofe  ways  I  like  better.  I  am  in  great 
hopes  that  I  (hail  approve  of  your's  ;  for  to  tell 
the  truth,  I  am  at  prefent  a  little  tired  of  my 
own.  I  have  not  a  clear  or  diftincl:  voice,  ex- 
cept when  I  am  angry ;  but  I  am  a  very  good 
nurfe,  when  people  don't  fancy  themfelves  fick. 

Mr  Gay  knows  this  ;  and  he  knows  too  how 
to  play  at  backgammon.  Whether  the  parfon 
of  the  parifh  can,  I  know  not ;  but  if  he  cannot 
hold  his  tongue,  I  can.  Pray  fet  out  the  firft 
fair  wind,  and  ftay  with  us  as  long  as  ever  you 
pleafe.  I  cannot  name  my  fixed  time  that  I 
fhall  like  to  maintain  you  and  your  equipage  ; 
but,  if  I  don't  happen  to  like  you,  I  know  I  can 
fo  far  govern  my  temper,  as  to  endure  you  for 
about  five  days.  So  come  away  directly  ;  at  all 
hazards  you'll  be  allowed  a  good  breathing  time. 
I  (hall  make  no  fort  of  refpectful  conclufions  ; 
for  till  I  know  you,  I  cannot  tell  what  I  am  to 
you. 

Mr  Gay's  Poftfcript. 

The  direction  is  to  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry's, 
in  Burlington's-gardens,  Piccadilly.  Now  I  have 
told  you  this,  you  have  no  excufe  from  writting 

but 
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but  one,   which  is  coming  ;   get  over  your  law- 
fuit  and  receive  your  money. 

The  Dutchefs  adds,  "  he  (hall  not  write  a 
ff  word  more  from  Amefbury  in  Wiltfhire.  Your 
tc  groom  was  miftaken  ;  for  the  houfe  is  big  e- 
"  nough,  but  the  park  is  too  little." 


LETTER      CCCCXCIII. 

LORD   B TO    DR  SWIFT. 

April  19.  1731. 

I  NEVER  defigned  to  have  wrote  to  you  any 
more,  becaufe  you  bantered  and  abufed  me 
ib  grofly  in  your  lafl.  To  flatter  a  man,  from 
xvhom  you  can  get  nothing,  norexpect  any  thing, 
is  doing  mifchief  for  mifchief-fake,  and  confe- 
quently  highly  immoral.  However,  I  will  not 
carry  my  refentments  fo  far,  as  to  (land  by  and 
fee  you  undone,  without  giving  you  both  notice 
and  advice.  Could  any  man  but  you  think  of 
trufting  John  G-ay  with  his  money  ?  None  of 
his  friends  would  ever  truft  him  with  his  own, 
wheneyer  they  could  avoid  it.  He  has  called  in 
the  aool,  I  had  of  your's  ;  I  paid  him  both  prin- 
cipal and  intereft.  I  fuppofe  by  this  time  he  has 
loft  it.  I  give  you  notice,  you  mult  look  upon 
it  as  annihilated. 

Now  as  I  have  confiderd  your  deanry  brings 
you  in  little  or  nothing,  and  that  you  keep  fer- 
vants  and  horfes,  and  frequently  give  little  neat 

dinners 
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•dinners,  which  are  more  expenfive  than  a  few 
fplendid  entertainments ;  befides  which,  you 
inay  be  faid  to  water  your  flock  with  French 
wine,  which  altogether  mud  confume  your  fub- 
ftance  in  a  little  while.  1  have  thought  of  put- 
ting you  on  a  method,  that  may  retrieve  your  af- 
fairs. In  the  firfl  place,  you  muft  turn  off  all 
your  fervants,  and  fell  your  horfes,  (I  will  find 
exercife  for  you).  Your  whole  family  muft  con- 
fift  of  only  one  found  wholefome  wench.  She 
will  make  your  bed  and  warm  it  ;  befides  warn- 
ing your  linen  and  mending  it,  darning  your 
(lockings,  &c.  Bui  to  fave  all  expence  in  houfe- 
keeping,  you  muft  contrive  fome  way  or  other, 
that  Ihe  fhould  have  milk  -,  and  I  can  aflure  you, 
it  is  the  opinion  of  fome  of  the  beft  phyficians, 
that  womens  milk  is  the  wholefomeil  food  in 
the  world. 

Befides,  this  regimen,  take  it  altogether,  will 
certainly  temper  and  cool  your  blood.  You 
will  not  be  fuch  a  btutefeu  as  you  have  been,  and 
be  ready,  upon  every  trifling  occafion,  to  let  a 
whole  kingdom  in  a  flame.  Had  the  Drapier 
been  a  milk-fop,  poor  Wood  had  not  fuffered  fo 
much  in  his  reputation  and  fortune.  It  will  al- 
lay that  fervour  of  blood,  and  quiet  that  hurry  of 
'fpirits,  which  breaks  out  every  now  and  then  in- 
to poetry,  and  feems  to  communicate  itfelf  to 
others  of  the  Chapter.  You  would  not  then  en- 
courage Delaney  and  Stopford  in  their  idlenefs, 
but  let  them  be  as  grave  as  moft  of  their  order 
are  with  us.  1  am  convinced  they  will  fooner 

VOL.  XVI.  Cc  get 
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get  preferment  then,  than  in  the  way  they  now 
are.  And  I  fhall  not  be  out  of  hopes  of  feeing 
you  a  bifhop  in  time,  when  you  live  in  that  re- 
gular way,  which  I  fuppofe.  In  fhort,  in  a  few 
years,  you  may  lay  up  money  enough  to  buy  e- 
ven  the  bifhoprick  of  Durham.  For  if  you  keep 
cows,  inftead  of  horfes,  in  that  high-walled 
orchard,  and  cultivate,  by  your  own  induftry,  a 
few  potatoes  in  your  garden,  the  maid  will  live 
well,  and  be  able  to  fell  more  butter  and  cheefe, 
than  will  anfwer  her  wages.  You  may  preach 
then  upon  your  temperance  with  a  better  grace 
than  now,  that  you  are  known  to  confume  five 
or  fix  hogfheads  of  wine  every  year  of  your  life. 
You  will  be  mild  and  meek  in  your  converfa- 
tion,  and  not  frighten  parliament-men,  and  keep 
even  Lord  Lieutenants  in  awe.  You  will  then 
be  qualified  for  that  flavery,  which  the  country 
you  live  in,  and  the  order  you  profefs,  feem  to 
be  defigned  for.  It  will  take  off  that  giddinefs 
in  your  head,  which  has  difturbed  yourfelf  and 
others.  The  difputes  between  Sir  Arthur  *  and 
my  Lady  will,  for  the  future,  be  confined  to 
prcfe,  and  an  old  thorn  may  be  cut  down  in 
peace,  and  warm  the  parlour-chimney,  without 

heating 

*  Sir  Arthur  Acbefon,  at  whofe  feat,  in  a  vilinqji: 
called  Market  Hill  in  Ireland,  the  Dean  fometiincs  made 
a  long  vilit.  The  difpnte  between  Sir  Arthur  and  ciy 
T.ady,  here  allufled  to,  is  whether  Hamilton's  Bawn  fliouJJ 
be  turned  into  a  barrack,  or  a  malt-honfe  ?  The  OH 
Thorn,  is  that  cut  down  at  Market-Hill,  the  fubject  of  a 
little  pociu  written  by  S\ru'fc.  See  Eathurk's  edition  of 
'755,  Vol.  VII.  p.  12),  Ml. 
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heating  the  heads  of  poor  innocent  people,  and 
turning  their  brains, 

You  ought  to  remember  what  St  Auftin  fays, 
Poefts  eft  vinum  d<tmonuin.  Confider  the  life  you 
now  lead  :  You  warm  all  that  come  near  you 
with  your  wine  and  converfation  ;  and  the  reft  of 
the  world,  with  your  pen  dipped  deep  in  St 
Auitin's  vinum  dstr.onurn. 

So  far  for  your  foul's  health.  Now,  as  to  the 
health  of  your  body  ;  I  muft  inform  you,  that 
part  of  what  I  prefcribe  to  you,  is  the  fame  which 
our  great  friar  Bacon  prefcribed  to  the  Pope  who 
lived  in  his  days.  Read  his  *  Cure  of  old  Age, 
«  and  Preservation  of  Youth,'  chap,  the  1 2th.  You 
ufed  to  fay,  that  you  found  benefit  from  riding. 
The  French,  an  ingeniDus  people,  ufe  the 
word  chevaucler,  inftead  of  tnonter  a  cheval,  and 
they  look  upon  it  as  the  fame  thing  in  efFe£t. 

Now,  if  you  will  go  on  after  this,  in  your  old 
ways,  and  ruin  your  health,  your  fortune,  and 
your  reputation,  it  is  no  fault  of  mine.  I  have 
pointed  out  the  road,  which  will  lead  you  to 
riches  and  preferment ;  and  that  you  may  have 
no  cxcufe  from  entering  into  this  new  courfe  of 
life,  upon  pretence  of  doubting,  whether  you 
can  get  a  perfon  properly  qualified  to  feed  you, 
and  compofe  your  new  family,  I  will  recommend 
you  to  John  Gay,  who  is  much  better  qualified 
to  bring  increafe  from  a  woman,  than  from  a 
fum  of  money.  But  if  he  fhould  be  lazy,  (he 
is  fo  fat,  that  there  is  fonii  reafon  to  doubt  him), 
I  will  without,  fail  fupply  you  myfdf,  that  you 
C  c  2  may 
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may  be  under  no  difappomtments.  Bra£r.on 
fays,  Conjunclio  marls  tt  fosmina  ejl  jure  nature. 
Vide  Cook  upon  Littleton.  Calvin's  cafe,  ift 
Voh  Reports. 

This  I  fend  you  from  my  clofet  atRichkings*, 
where  I  am  at  leifure  to  attend  ferious  affairs  j 
but  when  one  is  in  town,  there  are  fo  many 
things  to  laugh  at,  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  com- 
pofe  one's  thoughts,  even  long  enough  to  write 
a  letcer  of  advice  to  a  friend.  If  I  fee  any  man 
ferious  in  that  crowd,  I  look  upon  him  for  a  very 
dull  or  defigning  fellow.  B.y-the-bye,  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  folly  and  cunning  are  nearer  allied 
than  people  are  aware  of.  If  a  fool  runs  out  his 
fortune,  and  is  undone,  we  fay,  the  poor  man 
has  been  outwitted.  Is  it  not  asreafonable  to  fay 
of  a  cunning  rafcal,  who  has  lived  miferable,  and 
died  hated  and  defpiied,  to  leave  a  great  fortune 
behind  him,  that  he  has  outwitted  himfelf  ?  la 
fhorr,  to  be  ferious  about  thofe  trifles,  which  the 
majority  of  mankind  think  of  confequence,  feems 
to  me  to  denote  folly ;  and  to  trifle  with  thofe 
things,  which  they  generally  treat  ludicroufly, 
may  denote  knavery.  I  ha.ve  obferved,  that,  ia 
comedy,  the  beft  aclor  plays  the  part  of  the  droll, 
xvhilft  fome  fcrub  rogue  is  made  the  hero,  or 
fine  gentleman.  So  in  this  farce  of  life,  wife 
snen  pafs  their  time  in  mirth,  whilft  fools  only 
are  ferious.  Adieu. 

Continue  to  be  merry  and  wife  •,  but  never 
turn  ferious  or  cunning. 

LETTER 

*  •  A  feat  of  his  Lordfliip's,   in  Buckinghamfture.' 
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MR   GAY   TO   DR   SWIFT. 

• 
DEAR  SIR,  Amejbury,  April  27.  1/31. 

"VTOUR'S,  without  a  date,  I  received  two  days 
-«-  after  my  return  to  this  place  from  London, 
where  I  flayed  only  four  days.  I  faw  Mr  Pope, 
who  is  much  better:  I  dined  with  him  at  Lord 
Oxford's,  who  never  fails  drinking  your  health^ 
and  is  always  very  inquifitive  after  every  thing 
that  concerns  you.  Mr  Pulteney  had  received 
your  letter,  and  feemed  very  much  pleafed  with 
it  j  and  I  thought  you  too  very  much  in  the  fa- 
vour of  the  Lady.  Sir  William  Windham,  who 
you  will  hear  hath  buried  Lady  Catharine,  was 
at  Dawiey  in  great  affliction.  Dr  Arbuthnott  I 
found  in  good  health  and  fpirit?.  His  neigh- 
bour, Mr  Lewis,  was  gone  to  Bath.  Mrs  Patty 
Blount  I  faw  two  or  three  times,  who  will  be 
very  much  pleafed,  when  fhe  knows  you  fo  kind- 
ly remember  her.  I  am  afraid  Mrs  Howard 
will  not  be  fo  well  fatisfied  with  the  compli- 
ments you  fend  her.  I  breakfafted  twice  with 
her  at  Mrs  Blount's  -,  and  (lie  told  me,  that  her 
indifpofition  had  prevented  her  anfwering  your 
letter.  This  fhe  defired  me  to  tell  you,  that  fhe 
would  write  to  you  foon  j  and  fhe  defires  you 
will  accept  of  her  compliments  in  the  mean  time 
by  me.  You  mould  confider  circumftances  be- 
fore you  cenfure.  It  will  be  tco  long  for  a  Jet- 
C  c  3  ter 
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ter  to  make  her  apology ;  but  when  I  fee  you, 
I  fhall  convince  you  that  you  miftake  her  *».  The 
day  before  I  left  London,  I  gave  orders  for  buy- 
ing two  Soath-fea  or  India  bonds  for  you,  which 
carry  4!.  per  cent,  and  are  as  eafily  turned  into 
ready  money,  as  bank-bills  -  j  which,  by  this  time, 
I  fuppofe  is  done. 

Whenever  you  come  to  England,  if  you  will 
put  that  confidence  in  me,  to  give  me  notice,  I 
will  meet  you  at  your  landing-place,  and  conduct 
you  hither.  You  have  experience  of  me  as  a 
traveller  ;  and  I  promife,  I  will  not  drop  you  on 
the  road  for  any  vifit  whatever.  You  tell  ma 
of  thanks  I  have  not  given.  I  don't  know  what 
to  fay  to  people  who  are  continually  laying  one 
under  obligations  :  My  behaviour  to-  you  fhall 
convince  you  that  I  am  very  fenuble  of  them, 
though  I  never  once  mention  them.  I  look  up. 
on  you  as  my  bed  friend  and  counfellor.  I  long 
for  the  time  when  we  (hall  meet  and  converfe 
together.  I  will  draw  you  into  no  great  com- 
pany, befide  thofe  Hive  with.  In  fhort,  if  you 
jnfift  upon  it,  I  will  give  up  all  great  company 
for  your's.  Thefe  are  conditions  that  I  can  hard^- 
ly  think  you  will  infift  upon,  after  your  decla- 
rations to  the  Dutchefs,-  who  is  more  and  more 
impatient  to  fee  you  :  and  all  my  fear  is,  that 
you  will  give  up  me  for  her,  which,  after  my  un- 
gallant  declaration,  would  be  very  ungenerous. 
But  we  will  fettle  this  matter  together,  when 

you 

•  See  a  further  defence  of  this  lady,  in  the  letter  of 
Lad/ 
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you  come  to  Amefbury.  After  all,  I  find  I  have 
been  faying  nothing  -,  for  fpeaking  of  her,  I  am 
talking  as  if  I  were  in  my  own  power.  You 
ufed  to  blame  me  for'Dver-folicitude  about  my- 
felf.  I  am  now  fo  rich,  that  I  don't  think  my- 
felf  worth  "thinking  on  •,  fo  that  I  will  promife 
you  never  to  mention  myfelf,'or  my  own  affairs  ; 
but  you  owed  it  all  to  the  inquifitivenefs  of  your 
friendfhip  ;  and  ten  to  one  but  you  will  every 
now  and  then  draw  me  in  to  talk  of  myfelf  a- 
gain.  I  fent  you  a  grofs  ftate  of  my  fortune  al- 
ready. I  have  not  room  to  draw  it  out  in  par- 
ticulars. When  you  come  over,  the  Dutchefs 
will  ftate  it  to  you.  I  have  left  no  room  for  her 
to  write,  fo  that  I  will  fay  nothing  till  my  letter 
is  gone  ;  but  fhe  would  not  forgive  me,  if  I  did- 
not  fend  her  compliments. 


LETTER      CCCCXCV. 

TO  VENTOSO. 

SIR,  April  1%.  1731. 

YOUR  letter  hath  lain  by  me  withou-t  acknow- 
ledging it  longer  than  I  intended  ;  not  fcr 
•want  of  civility,  but  becaufe  I  was  wholly  at  a 
lofs  what  to  fay  :  For  as  your  fcheme  of  think- 
ing, converfing,  and  living,  differs  in  every  point 
diametrically  from  mine,  fo  I  think  myfeifthe 
mofb  improper  perfon  in  the  world  to  converfe 
or  correfpond  with  you.  You  would  be  glad  to 
be  thought  a  proud  man,  and  yet  there  is  not 


296  DEAN    SWIFT's 

a  grain  of  pride  in  you  :  For  you  areplcafed  that 
people  fliould  know  you  have  been  acquainted 
with  perfons  of  great  names  and  titles,  whereby 
you  confefs  that  you  take  it  for  an  honour  ;  which 
a  proud  man  never  does  :  And,  befides,  you  ran 
the  hazard  of  not  being  believed.  You  went 
abroad,  and  drove  to  engage  yourfelf  in  a  def- 
perate  caufe,  very  much  to  the  damage  of  your 
fortune,  and  might  have*been  to  the  danger  of 
your  life,  if  there  had  not  been,  as  it  were,  a 
combination  of  fome,  who  would  not  give  credit 
to  the  account  you  gave  of  your  tranfa&ions  j  and 
of  others,  who,  either  really,  or  pretending  to  be- 
lieve you,  having  given  you  out  as  a  dangerous 
perfon,  (of  which  laft  notion  I  once  hinted  fome- 
thing  to  you):  Becaufe,  if  what  you  repeated 
of  yourfelf  were  true,  it  was  necefiary  that  you 
had  either  made  your  peace,  or  mud  have  been 
profecuted  for  high-treafon.  The  reputation 
(if  there  be  any)  of  having  been  acquainted  with 
princes  and  other  great  perfons,  arifes  from  its 
being  generally  known  to  others,  but  never  once 
mentioned  by  ourfelves,  if  it  can  poflibly  be  a- 
voided.  I  fay  this  perfectly  for  your  fervice,  be- 
caufeanuniverfal  opinion  among  thofe  who  know, 
or  have  heard  of  you,  that  you  have  always  prac- 
tifed  a  direct  contrary  proceeding,  hath  done  you 
more  hurt  than  your  natural  underftanding,  left 
to  itfelf,  could  ever  have  brought  upon  you. 
The  world  will  never  allow  any  man  that  cha- 
racter which  he  gives  to  himfelf,  by  openly  pro- 
fefiing  it  to  thofe  with  whom  he  converfeth. 
Wit,  learning,  valour,  great  acquaintance,  the 

efteem 
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cfteem  of  good  men,  will  be  known  ;  although 
we  fhould  endeavour  to  conceal  them,  howeve? 
they  may  pafs  unrewarded  :  But  I  doubt,  ou? 
own  bare  aflertions,  upon  any  of  thofe  points, 
will  very  little  avail  except  in  tempting  the  hear- 
ers to  judge  directly  contrary  to  what  we  ad- 
vance. Therefore,  at  this  feaibn  of  your  life,  I 
ihould  be  glad  jou  would  a£l  after  the  common 
cuftom  of  mankind,  and  have  done  with  thoughts 
of  courts,  of  ladies,  of  lords,  of  politics,  and  all 
dreams  of  being  important  in  the  world.  I  am 
glad  your  country- life  hath  taught  you  Latin,  of 
which  you  wers  altogether  ignorant  when.  I 
knew  you  firft ;  and  I  am  aftonifhed  how  you 
came  to  recover  it.  Your  new  friend  Horace 
will  teach  you  many  lefTons  agreeable  to  what 
I  have  faid,  for  which  I  could  refer  to  a  dozen 
pafiages  in  a  few  minutes.  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
fee  the  h-jufe  wholly  fwept  of  thefe  cobwebs,  and 
that  you  would  take  an  oath  never  to  mention 
a  prince  or  princefs,  a  foreign  or  domeilic  lord, 
an  intrigue  of  ftate  or  of  love  ;  but  fuit  your- 
felf  to  the  climate  and  company  where  your  pru>- 
dence  will  be  to  pafs  the  reft  of  your  life.  It  Ts 
not  a  farthing  matter  to  you  what  is  doing  in 
Europe,  more  than  to  every  alderman  who  reads 
the  news  in  a  coffee-houfe.  If  you  could  re- 
folve  to  aft  thus,  your  underftancling  is  good  e- 
nough  to  qualify  you  for  any  converlation  in  this 
kingdom.  Families  will  receive  you  without 
fear  or  conflraint,  nor  watch  to  hear  you  talk  io 
the  grand  ftyle,  laugh  when  you  are  gone,  and 

tell 
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tell  it  to  all  their  acquaintance.  It  is  a  happinefs 
that  this  quality  may,  by  a  man  of  fenfe,  be  as 
eafily  (haken  off  as  it  is  acquired,  efpecially  \vhen 
he  hath  no  proper  claim  to  it  :  For  you  were  not 
bred  to  be  a  man  of  bufincfs  ;  you  never  were 
called  to  any  employments  at  courts ;  but  defti- 
tied  to  be  a  private  gentleman,  to  entertain 
yourfelf  with  count ry-bufinefs  and  country-ac- 
quaintance }  or  at  beft,  with  books  of  amufe- 
ment  in  your  own  language.  It  is  an  uncontrol- 
led truth,  that  no  man  ever  made  an  ill  figure 
who  underftood  his  own  talents,  nor  a  good  one 
who  miftook  them.  I  am,  bV. 


LETTER      CCCCXCVI. 

B  -  G  -  TO  DR  SWIFT 


June  5.  1731. 

I  FANCY  you  have  comforted  yourfelf  a  long 
time  with  the  hopes  of  hearing  no  more  ; 
but  you  may  return  your  thanks  to  a  downright 
fit  of  the  gout  in  my  foot,  and  as  painful  a  rheu- 
matifm  that  followed  immediately  after  in  my 
arm,  which  bound  me  to  my  good  behaviour. 
So  you  may  perceive  I  ihould  make  a  fad  nurfe 
to  Mr  Pope,  who  finds  the  effects  of  age,  and  a 
crazy  carcafe  already.  However,  if  it  is  true 
what  I  am  informed,  that  you  are  coming  here 
"foon,  I  expect  you  (hould  bring  us  together  ;  and 

if 
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if  he  will  bear  me  with  patience,  I  (hall  hear 
him  with  pleafure. 

I  don't  know  what  number  of  chaplains  the 
Duke  of  Dorfet  intends  to  carry  over ;  but  as 
yet  I  have  heard  of  but  one  that  he  has  lent, 
and  he  is  as  worthy,  honeft,  fenfible  a  man  as 
any  I  know,  Mr  Brandreth,  who,  I  believe,  was 
recommended  to  your  acquaintance.  Ibelieveyou 
will  find  by  my  writing,  that  it  is  not  quite  eafy 
to  me ;  fo  I  will  neither  teafe  you,  nor  trouble 
myfelf  longer,  who  am  moft  fincerely  your  faith- 
ful humble  fervant, 

E.  G. 


LETTER      CCCCXCVII. 

A   COUNTERFEIT   LETTER  TO  THE  Q; N  *. 

MADAM,  Dublin,  June  22.  1731. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  tell  your  Majetly 
on  another  occafion,   that  provinces  labour 
under  one   mighty  misfortune,    which   is,    in   a 
great  meafure,  the  caufe  of  all  the  reft;  and  that 
is,   that  they  are  for  the  mod  part  far  removed 
from  the  Prince's  eye,  and  of-  confequence  from 
the  influence  both  of  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs. 
This  is  the  cafe  of  Ireland  beyond  expreifion  !    ' 
There  is  not  not  one  mortal  here,  who  is  not 

well 

*  Thus  endorfed  by  Dr  Swift:  "  Counterfeit  letter 
"  from  me  to  the  J£—  n,  fent  to  me  by  Mr  Pope,  dated 
*'  June  22d  1731.  Received  July  19th  i7Jl.  Given  by  the 
"  Counteis  of  Suffolk." 


300  D  E  A  N    S  W  I  F  T's 

well  fatisfied  of  your  Majefty's  good  intentions  to 
all  your  people  :  And  yet  your  fubjeds  of  this 
ifle  are  fo  far  from  fharing  the  effects  of  your 
good  difpofitions,  in  any  equitable  degree  ;  are  fo 
far  from  enjoying  all  the  good  to  which  they  are 
entitled  from  your  Majefty's  mod  gracious  in- 
clinations, that  they  often  find  great  difficulty 
how  to  enjoy  even  the  relief  of  complaint. 

To  omit  a  thoufand  other  inftances,  there  is 
one  perfon  of  Irifh  birth,  eminent  for  genius  and 
merit  of  many  kinds,  an  honour  to  her  country, 
and  to  her  fex  !  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  not  lefs  fo  in 
her  fphere  than  your  Majefty  in  y cur's.  And  yet 
all  her  talents  and  virtues  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  influence  any  one  perfon  about  your  Majefty, 
fo  far  as  to  introduce  her  into  your  leaft  notice. 
As  I  am  your  Majefty's  mod  dutiful  and  loyal 
fubjeft,  it  is  a_  debt  I  owe  your  Majefty  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  Mrs  Barber,  the  beJJ  female  poet 
of  this  or  perhapf  of  any  nge,  is  now  in  your  Maje- 
fty's capital,  known  to  Lady  Hartford,  Lady  Tor- 
rington,  Lady  Walpole,  &c.  A  woman  whofe 
genius  is  honoured  by  every  man  of  genius  in 
this  kingdom,  and  either  honoured  or  trivytd  by 
every  man  of  genius  in  England. 

Your  Majefty  is*  juftly  reverenced  for  thofe 
great  abilities  with  which  God  hath  bleiTed  you; 
for  your  regard  to  learning,  and  your  zeal  for 
true  religion  :  Complete  your  charafter,  by  your 
regard  to  perfons  of  genius,  efpecially  thofe  who 
make  the  greatnefs  of  their  talents,  after  your 
Majefly's  example,  fabfervient  to  the  'good  of 

mankind 
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mankind  and  the  glory  of  God  ;   which  is  moft 
remarkably  Mrs  Barber's  cafe  and  character. 

Give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  Madam,  that  every 
fubje£t  of  undertlanding  and  virtue  throughout 
your  dominions,  is  appointed  by  Providence  of 
your  council.  And  this,  Madam,  is  an  open  and 
an  honed  apology  for  this  trouble  ;  or,  to  fpeak 
more  properly,  for  this  dutiful  information.  It 
is  your  true  intereft  that  all  your  fubje&s  fhould 
fee  that  merit  is  regarded  by  you  in  one  inftance  ; 
or  rather,  that  it  is  not  difregarded  in  any  in- 
ftance. Let  them  daily  blefs  God  for  every 
gift  of  wifdom  and  goodnefs  beftowed  upon  you, 
and  pray  inceflantly  for  the  long  continuance  of 
them  }  as  doth 

Tour  MAJESTY'S 
Moft  dutiful,  and 

Loyal  fubjecT;  and  fervant, 

JONATH.    SWIFT. 
LETTER      CCCCXCVIIT. 


June  29. 

EVER  fince  I  received  your  letter,  I  have  been 
upon  a  balance  about  going  to  England, 
and  landing  at  Briftol,  to  pafs  a  month  at  Amef- 
bury,  as  the  Dutchefs  hath  given  me  leave.    But 
many  difficulties  have  interfered.  Firft,  I  thought 
VQL.  XVI.  '  f  C  c  I 
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I  had  done  with  my  la'w-fuit,  an'd  fo  did  all  my 
lawyers;  but  my  adverfary,  after  being  in  appear- 
ance a  Proteftant  ihefe  twenty  years,  hath  decla- 
red he  was  always  a  Papift,  and  confequently,  by 
the  law  here,  cannot  buy  nor  (i  think)  fell ;  fo 
that  I  am  at  fea  again,  for  almoft  all  I  arn  worth. 
But  I  have  ftill  a  worfe  evil :  For  the  giddinefs  I 
\v-.\s  fubjeft  to,  inftead  of  coming  feldom  and 
violent,  now  ccnftantly  attends  me  more  or  lefs  ; 
though  in  a  more  peaceable  manner,  yet  fuch  as 
will  not  qualify  me  to  live  among  the  young  and 
healthy;  and  the  Dutchefs,  in  allher  youth,  fpirit, 
•and  grandeur,  will  make  a  very  ill  nurfe,  and  her 
women  not  much  better.  Valetudinarians  muft 
live  where  they  can  command  and  fcold ;  I  muft 
have  horfes  to  ride,  I  muft  go  to  bed  and  rife 
when  I  pleafe,  and  live  where  all  mortals  are  fub- 
fervient  to  me.  I  muft  talk  nonfenfe  when  I 
pleafe,  and  all  who  are  prefcnt  muft  commend  it. 
I  muft  ride  thrice  a-vveek,  and  walk  three  or  four 
miles  befides  every  day. 

I  always  told  you  Mr was  good  for  no- 
thing, but  to  be  a  rank  courtier.  I  care  not  whe- 
ther he  ever  writes  to  me  or  no.  He  and  you 
may  tell  this  to  the  Dutchefs  ;  and  I  hate  to  fee 
you  fo  charitable,  and  fuch  a  cully;  and  yet  I 
love  you  for  it,  becaufe  I  am  one  myfelf. 

You  arc  the  fillidl  lover  in  Chriftendbm.     If 

you  like  Mrs ,  why  do  you   not   command 

her  to  take  you  ?  If  fhe  does  not,  fhe  is  not 
worth  purfuing.  You  do  her  too  much  honour  j 
the  hath  neither  "fcnfc  nor  tafte,  if  fhe  dares  to 

refufe 
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refufe  you,  though  fhe  had  ten  thoufand_  pounds. 
I  do  not  remeaiSer  to  have  told  you  of  thanks 
th. -it  you  have  not  given,  nor  do  I  underflani- 
your  meaning,  and  I  am  fure  I  had  never  the 
lead  thoughts  of  any  myfdf.  If  I  am  your 
friend,  it  is  for  my  own  reputation,  and  from  a 
principle  of  felf-iove  ;  and  I  do  fomerimes  re- 
proach you  for  not  honouring  me,  by  letting  tbe 
world  know  we  are  friends. 

I  fee  very  well  how  matters  go  with  the  Dut- 
chefs  in  regard  to  me.  I  heard  her  fay,  Mr  Gay, 
fill  your  letter  to  the  Dean,  that  there  may  be  no 
room  for  me  5. the  frolic  is  gone  far  enough ;  I  have 
writ  thrice;  I  will  do  no  more  ;  if  the  man  has  ^ 
mind  to  come,  let  him  come  •,  what  a  clutter  is 
here  ?  Pofi lively  I  will  not  write  a  fyllable  more. 
She  is  an  ungrateful  Dutchefs,  confidering  how 
many  adorers  I  have  procured  her  here,  over  and 
above  the  thoufands  Ihc  had  before.— I  cannot 
allow  you  rich  enough  till  you  are  worth  7000!. 
which  will  bring  you  300  i.  per  annum;  and  this 
will  maintain  you,  with  the  perquifite  of  fpun- 
ging  while  you  are  young  ;  and  when  you  are 
old,  will  afford  you  a  pint  ofv  port  at  night,  two 
fervants,  and  an  eld  maid,  a  little  garden,  and 
pen  and  ink, — provided  you  live  in  the  coun- 
try  Have  you  no  fcheme  either  in  verfe  or 

profe  ?  The  Dutchefs  fhould  keep  you  at  hard 
meat,  and  by  that  means  force  you,  to  write  ;  and 
fo  I  have  done  with  you. 

C  C  2  MADAM, 
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MADAM, 

Since  I  began  to  grow  old,  I  have  found  nil 
ladies  become  mconftant,  without  any  reproach 
from  their  confcience.  If  I  wait  on  you,  I  de- 
clare, that  one  of  your  women  (which-ever  it  is 
that  has  defigns  upon  a  chaplain)  muft  be  my 
nurfe,  if  I  happen  to  be  fick  or  peevifli  at  your 
houfej  and  in  that  cafe  you  muft  fufpend  your 
domineering  claim  till  I  recover.  Your  omitting 
the  ufual  appendix  to  Mr  Gay's  letters  hath  done 
me  infinite  mifchief  here  i  for  while  you  conti- 
nued them,  you  would  wonder  how  civil  the 
ladies  here  were  to  me,  and  how  much  they 
have  altered  fince.  I  dare  not  confefs  that  f 
have  defcended  fo  low  as  to  write  to  your  Grace, 
after  the  abominable  negle£l  you  have  been  guil- 
ty of;  for  if  they  but  fufpecled  it,  I  fhould  lofe 
them  all.  One  of  them,  who  had  an  inkling  of 
the  matter,  (your  Grace  will  hardly  believe  it), 
refufed  to  beg  my  pardon  upon  her  knees  ;  for 

once  neglecting  to  make  my  rice-milk Pray, 

confider  this,  and  do  your  duty,  or  dread  the 
confequence.  I  promife  you  fhall  have  your  will 
fix  minutes  every  hour  at  Amefbury,  and  feven 
in  London,  while  I  am  in  health  :  But  if  I  hap- 
pen to  be  fick,  I  muft  govern  to  a  fecond.  Yet, 
properly  fpeaking,  there  is  no  man  alive  with  fo 
much  truth  and  refpecl:  your  Grace's  moft  obe- 
ifcent  and  devoted  fervant. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     CCCCXCIX. 

T.iJR  DUTCHESS    OE  AND   MR   GAY   T'O 

DR  SWIFT. 

THE   DUTCHESS. 

July  1 8.  1731- 

YOU  are  my  dear  friend,  I  am  fure,  for  you 
are  ha-rd  to  be  found  :  That  you  are  fo,  is 
certainly  owing  to  fomeevil  genius.  For  if  you.fay. 
true,  this  is  the  very  propered  place  you  can  re- 
pair to.     There  is  not  a  head  here  upon  any  of 
our  {houlders  that  is  not  at  fome  times  worfe 
than  your's  can  pofiibly  be  at  the  woril ;  and  not 
one  to  compare  with  your's,  when  at  beft,  except 
your  friends  are  your  fworn  liars.    So,  in  one  re- 
ipe£t  at  leaft,    you  will  find  things  juft  as  they 
could  be  wifhed.     It  is  farther  necefiary  to  aflure 
you,  that  the  Dutchefs   is  neither  healthy  nor 
young;   Ihe   lives  in  all  the  fpirits-fhe  can,  and 
•with  as  little  grandeur  as  fhe  can  pofiibly.     She 
too,  as  well  as  you,  can  fcold  and  command  ;  but 
fhe  can  be  filent  and  obey,    if  ihe   pleafes ;  and 
then  for  a  good  nurfe,   it  is  out  of  difpute  that 
{he  muft  prove  an  excellent  one,   who  has  been 
fo  experienced  in  the  infirmities  of  others,  and 
ofherown.      As  for  talking  nonfenfe,   provided 
you  do  it  on  purpofe,    {he   has  no  objection: 
There  is  fome  fenfe  in  nonfenfe,   when  it  does 
not  come  by  chance.     In  fliort,  I   am  v«ry  fure 
C  c  3  that 
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that  fhe  has  fet  her  heart  upon  feeing  you  at  this 
place.  Here  are  women  enough  to  attend  you, 
if  you  fhould  happen  not  to  approve  of  her.  She 
has  not  one  fine  lady  belonging  to  her  or  her 
houfe.  She  is  impatient  to  be  governed,  and  is 
chearfully  determined,  that  you  (hall  quietly  en- 
joy your  own  will  and  pleafure  as  long  as  ever 
you  pleafe. 

MR  GAY. 

You  (hall  ride,  you  {hall  walk,  and  flie  will 
be  glad  to  follow-your  example  :  And  this  will  be 
doing  good  at  the  fame  time  to  her  and  yourfelf. 
I-liad  not  heard  from  you  fo  long,  that  I  was  in 
fears  about  you,  and  in  the  utmoft  impatience 
for  a  letter.  I  had  flattered  myfelf  your  law- 
fuit  was  at  an  end,  and  that  your  own  money 
was  in  your  own  pocket ;  and  about  a  month  a- 
go,  I  was  every  day  expecting  a  fummons  to 
Briftol.  Your  money  is  either  getting  or  lofing 
fomething ;  for  I  have  placed  it  in  the  funds. 
For  I  am  grown  fo  much  a  man  of  bufmefs,  that 
is  to  fay,  fo  covetous,  that  I  cannot  bear  to  let 
a  fum  of  money  lie  idle.  Your  friend  Mrs  Ho- 
ward is  now  Countefs  of  Suffolk  j  I  am  ftill  fo 
much  a  dupe,  that  I  think  you  miftake  her. 
Come  to  Amefbury,  and  you  and  I  will  difpute 
this  matter  i  and  the  Dutchefs  mall  be  judge 
But  I  fancy  you  will  object  againft  her ;  for  I 
•will  be  fo  fair  to  you  as  to  own,  that  I  think  {he 
is  of  my  fide :  But,  in  fhort,  you  fhall  chufe 
any  impartial  referee  you  pleafe.  I  have  heard 

from 
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from  her ;  Mr  Pope  hath  feen-  her ;  I  beg  you 
would  fufpend  your  judgment  till  we  talk  over 
this  affair  together  -,  for  I  fancy,  by  your  letter, 
you  have  neither  heard  from  her,  nor  feen  her  ; 
fo  that  you  cannot  at  prefent  be  as  good  a  judge 
as  we  are.  I'll  be  a  dupe  for  you  at  any  time ; 
thefore  I  beg  it  of  you,  that  you  would  let  me 
be  a  dupe  in  quiet. 

As  you  have  had  feveral  attacks  of  the  giddi- 
nefs  you  at  prefent  complain  of,  and  that  it  hath 
formerly  left  you,  I  will  hope,  that  at  this  in- 
ftant  you  are  perfectly  well ;  though  my  fears 
were  fo  very  great,  before  I  received  your  letter, 
that  I  may  probably  flatter  myfelf,  and  think 
you  better  than  you  are.  As  to  my  being  a  ma- 
nager for  the  Duke,  you  have  been  mifinformed. 
Upon  the  difcharge  of  an  unjuft  fteward,  he 
took  the  adminiftration  into  his  own  hands.  I 
own  I  was  called  in  to  his  afliftance,  when  the 
ftate  of  affairs  was  in  the  greateft  confufion. 
Like  an  ancient  Roman,  I  came,  put  my  help- 
ing hand  to  fet  affairs  right,  and  as  foon  as  it 
was  done,  I  am  retired  again  as  a  private  man. 

THE  DUTCHESS. 

What  you  imagined  you  heard  her  fay,  was 
a  good  deal  in  her  ftyle  :  It  was  a  thoufand  to 
one  (he  had  not  faid  fo,  but  I  muft  do  her  the  ju- 
ftice  to  fay,  that  (he  did  not,  either  in  thought 
or  word.  I  am  fure  me  wants  to  be  better  ac- 
quainted with  you,  for  which  fhe  has  found  out' 

tea 
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ten,  thousand  reafons,.  that  we'll  tell  you,,  if  you 
c.ome. 

MR  GAV. 

By  your  letter,  I  cannot  guefs  whether  we 
?re  like  to  fee  you  or  no.  Why  might  not  th£ 
Amefbury  Downs  make  you  better  ? 

THE  DUTCHESS. 
DEAR  SIR, 

Mr  Gay  tells  me,  I  mufl  write  upon  his  ling 
for  fear  of  taking  up  too  much  room^  It  was 
his  fault  that  I  omitted  my  duty  in  his  laft  let- 
ter, for  he  never  told  me  one  word  of  writing 
to  you,  till  he  had  fent  away  his  letter.  How- 
ever, as  a  mark  of  my  great  humility,  I  (hall  be 
ready  and  glad'  to  afk  your  pardon  upon  my 
knees,  as  foon  as  ever  you  come,  though  not  in 
fault.  I  own  this  is  a  little  mean-fpii  ited,  which, 
I  hope  will  not  make  a  bad  impreffion,  confider- 
ing  you  are  the  occaGon.  I  fubmit  to  all  your 
conditions,  fo  pray  come  ;  for  I  have  not  only 
promifed  myfelf,  but  Mr  Gayalfo,  the  fatisfac- 
tion  to  hear  you  talk  as  much  nonfenfe  as  you 
can  poflibly  utter. 

MR  GAY. 

You  will  read  in  the  Gazette  of  a  friend  of 
your's,  who  hath  lately  had  the  dignity  of  being 
difgraced  * :  For  he,  and  every  body,  except 

five 

*  '  "William  Pulteney,  E(q;  who,  on  tfce  ift  of  July 
1731,  was,  by  order  of  King  George  II.  ftruck  out  of  the 
lift  of  the  pr'vy  council,  and  put  out  ef  all  t.be  commif- 
fions  of  the  peace. 
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five  or  fix,  look  upon  it  in  the  fame  light.  I 
know,  were  you  here,  you  would  congratulate 
him  upon  it.  I  have  no  fcheme  at  prefent,  ei- 
ther to  raife  my  fame  or  fortune.  I  daily  re- 
proach myfelf  for  my  idlenefs.  You  know,  one 
cannot  write  when  one  will.  I  think  and  reject : 
one  day  or  other,  perhaps,  I  may  think  on  fome- 
thing  that  may  engage  me  to  write.  You  and 
I  are  alike  in  one  particular,  (I  wifh  to  be  fo  in 
many)  •,  I  mean,  that  we  hate  to  write  upon  o- 
ther  folks  hints.  I  love  to  have  my  own  fcheme, 
and  to  treat  it  in  my  own  way.  This,  perhaps, 
may  betaking  too  much  upon  myfelf,  and  I  may 
make  a  bad  choice  j  but  I  can  always  enter  in- 
to a  fcheme  of  my  own  with  more  cafe  and  plea- 
fure,  than  into  that  of  any  other  body,  I  long  to 
fee  you  5  I  long  to  hear  from  you  ;  I  wifh  you 
health  ;  I  wifh  you  happinefs  ;  and  I  fhould  be 
very  happy  myfelf  to  be  witnefs  that  you  enjoy- 
ed my  wifhes. 


.LETTER      D. 

TO   MR  POPE. 

DEAR  SIR,  July  2O. 

I  WRIT  you  a  long  letter  not  many  days  ago, 
which  therefore  did  not  arrive   until   after 
your  laft  that  I  received  yefterday,  with  the  in- 
clofed  from  me  to  the    Q^ — n.     You  hinted 
fomething  of  this  in  a  former  letter :  I  will  tell 

you 
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you  fincerely  how  the  affair  ftands.  I  never  wa$ 
at  Mrs  Barber's  houfe  in  my  life,  except  once, 
that  I  chanced  to  pafs  by  her  (hop,  was  defired 
to  walk  in,  and  went  no  further,  nor  ftaid  three 
minutes.  Doctor  Delany  hath  been  long  her 
proclor ;  and  he  being  many  years  my  acquaint- 
ance, defired  my  good  offices  for  her,  and  brought 
h>er  feveral  times  to  the  deanry.  I  knew  fhe  was. 
poetically  given,  and,  for  a  woman,  had  a  fort  of 
genius  that  way.  Sbe  appeared  very  modeft  and 
pious,  and  I  believe  was  fincere,  and  wholly  turn- 
ed to  poetry.  I  did  conceive  her  journey  to  Eng- 
land was  on  the  fcore  of  her  trade,  being  a  wool-, 
ten-draper,  until  Doctor  Delany  laid,  fhe  had  a 
defign  of  printing  her  poems  by  fubfcription,  and 
Defired  I  would  befriend  her:  Which  I  did  chief- 
ly by  your  means.  The  Do£lor  ftill  urging  me 
on,  upon  whofe  requefl  I  writ  to  her  two  or 
three  times,  becaufe  (he  thought  that  my  counte- 
nancing of  her  might  be  of  ufe.  Lord  Carteret  very 
much  befriended  her,  and  fhe  feems  to  have  made 
her  way  not  ill.  As  for  thofe  three  letters  you 
mention,  fuppofed  all  to  be  written  by  me  to  the 
Q^-n,  on  Mrs  Barber's  account,  efpecially  the 
letter  which  bears  my  name;  I  can  only  fay,  that 
the  apprehenfions  one  may  be  apt  to  have  a  friend 
doing  a.  foolifh  thing,  is  an  effect:  of  kindnefs  ; 
and  God  knows,  who  ig  free  from  playing  the 
fool  fome  time  or  other.  But  in  fuch  a  degree,  as 
to  write  to  the  Q^n,  who  hath  ufed  me  ill  with- 
out any  caufe,  and  to  write  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
the  letter  you  fent  me,  and  in  fuch  a  ftyle,  and 

to 
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to  have  fo  much  zeal  for  one  almoft  a  flrnnger, 
and  to  make  fuch  a  defoription  of  a  woman,  as 
to  prefer  her  before  all  mankind,  and  to  inftance 
it  as  one  of  the  greatcft  grievances  of  Ireland, 
that  her  Mnjefty  hath  not  encouraged  Mrs  Bar- 
ber, a  woollen-draper's  wife  declined  in  the 
world,  becaufe  flie  hath  a  knack  at  verfifying  ; 
was  to  fuppofe,  or  fear,  or  folly  fo  tranfcendent, 
that  no  man  could  be  guilty  of,  who  was  not  fit 
for  Bedlam.  You  know  the  letter  you  fent  in- 
clofed  is  not  my  hand ;  and  why  I  fhould  dif- 
guife,  and  yet  fign  my  name,  mould  feem  unac- 
countable :  Efpecially  when  I  am  taught,  and 
have  reafon  to  believe,  that  I  am  under  the  Q^— n's 
difpleafure  on  many  accounts,  and  one  very  late, 
for  having  fixed  up  a  ftone  over  the  burying-place 
of  the  Duke  of  Schomberg,  in  my  chathedral  : 
Which,  however,  I  was  aflured  by  a  worthy  per- 
fon,  who  folicited  that  affair  laft  fummer  with 
fome  relations  of  the  Duke,  that  her  Mujefty, 
on  hearing  the  matter,  faid  they  ought  to  eredt 
a  monument.  Yet  I  am  told  afluredly,  that  the 
K — g,  not  long  ago,  on  the  representation  and 
complaint  of  the  Pruffian  envoy,  (with  a  hard 
name),  who  hath  married  a  grand-daughter  of  the 
Duke,  faid  publicly  in  the  drawing-room,  That  I 
had  put  up  that  ftone  out  of  malice,  to  raife  a 
quarrel  between  his  Majefty  and  the  King  of 
"Pruffia  *.  This  perhaps  may  be  fatfe,  becaufe  it 
is  abfurd:  For  I  thought  it  was  a  Whiggifli  ac- 
tion to  honour  Duke  Schomberg,  who  was  fo  in- 

'frrtlmental 

•  Sec  Uvs  Epitaph,   Vol.  IX-    p.  223. 
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ftrumental  in  the  Revolution,  and  was  Stadthold- 
er  of  Pruflia,  and  otherwife  in  the  fervice  of  that 
electorate,  which  is  now  a  kingdom.  You  will 
obferve  the  letter  you  fent  me  concluded,  "  Your 
"  Majefty's  loyal  fubjeft,"  which  is  abfolutely  ab- 
furd  ;  for  we  are  only  fubje&sto  the  King,  and 
fo  is  her  Majefty  herfelf.  I  have  had  the  happi- 
nefs  to  be  known  to  you  above  twenty  years } 
and  I  appeal,  whether  you  have  known  me  to 
exceed  the  common  indifcretions  of  mankind ; 
or  that  when  I  conceived  myfelf  to  have  been 
fo  very  ill  ufed  by  her  Majefty,  whom  I  never 
attended  but  on  her  own  commands,  I  fhould 
turn  folicitor  to  her  for  Mrs  Barber  ?  If  the 
Q— n  had  not  an  inclination  to  think  ill  of  me, 
fhe  knows  me  too  well  to  believe  in  her  own 
heart  that  I  fliould  be  fuch  a  coxcomb.  I  am 
pufhed  on  by  that  unjuft  fufpicion  to  give  up  fo 
much  of  my  difcretion,  as  to  write  next  pod  to 
my  Lady  Suffolk  on  this  occafion,  and  to  defire 
(he  will  (hew  what  I  write  to  theQ— n  ;  although 
I  have  as  much  reafon  to  complain  of  her  as  of 
her  Majefty,  upon  the  fcore  of  her  pride  and  ne- 
gligence, which  make  her  fitter  to  be  an  Irifh 
lady  than  an  Englifh  one.  You  told  me  me  com- 
plained that  I  did  not  write  to  her :  When  I  did, 
upon  your  advice,  and  a  letter  that  required  an 
anfwer,  fhe  wanted  civility  to  acquit  herfelf.  I 
{hall  not  be  lefs  in  the  favour  of  God,  or  the  e- 
fteem  of  my  friends,  for  either  of  their  Majefties 
hard  thoughts,  which  they  only  take  up  from 
mifreprefentations.  The  firft  time  I  faw  the 
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Q^— n,  I  took  occafion,  upon  the  fubje£l  of  Mr 
Gay,  to  complain  of  that  very  treatment  which 
innocent  perfons  often  receive  from  princes  and 
great  minifters  ;  that  they  too  eafily  receive  bad 
impreflions  •,  and  although  they  are  demonftrably 
convinced  that  thofe  impreffions  had  no  grounds, 
yet  they  will  never  make  them  off.  This  I  faid 
upon  Sir  R.obert  AValpole's  treatment  of  Mr  Gay 
about  a  libel,  and  the  Q^-n  fell  entirely  in  with 
me,  yet  now  falls  into  the  fame  error.  As  to 
the  lett  *  *  %  *  *  * 

f  of  accidents,  and  out  of  perfect  commiferation, 


LETTER      DI, 

TO    THE   COUNTESS   OF    SUFFOLK  £. 
MADAM,  July  24.    I  73 1. 

I  GIVE  you  joy  of  your  new  title,   and  of  the 
confequences   it  may   have  or  hath  had  on 
your  rifmg  at  court,   whereof  I  know  nothing 
but  by  common  fame  :  For  you  remember  how 
I  propheGed  of  your  behaviour,  when  you  mould 
come  to  be  a  great  lady,  at  the  time  I  drew  your 
chp.ratSter;   and  hope  you   have  kept  it.     I  writ 
VOL.  XVI.  D  d  t.o 

t  Here  the  paper  is  accidentally  torn.  There  feems  to 
be  wantlflgejght  fmall  quarto  lines,  and  concludes  with, 
thofe  few  words  on  the  back  of  the  page,  which  follow 
the  aflerifks. 

J  Occaiioncd  by  the  counterfeit  letter  to  the  Queen. 
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to  you  fome  time  ago  by  the  advice  of  Mr  Pope : 
I  writ  to  you  civilly  ;  but  you  did  not  anfwer  my 
letter,  although  you  were  not  then  a  countefs  ; 
and  if  you  were,    your  negle£l  was  fo  much  the 
the  worfe,  for  your  title  hath  not  increafed  your 
value  with  me,    and  your  conduct  muft  be  very 
good,  if  it  will  not  leflen  you.     Neither  fhould 
you  have  heard  from  me  now,  if  it  were  not  on 
a  particular  occafion.      I  find,   from  feveral  in- 
ftances,  that  I  am  under  the  Q^-n's  difpleafure; 
and,  as  it  is  ufual  among  princes,  without  any 
manner  of  reafon.     I  am   told  there  were  three 
letters  fenttoher  Maje(ty  in  relation  to  one  Mrs 
Barber,  who  is  now  in  London,  and  fonciting  for  a 
fubfcription  to  her  poems.     It  feems  the  Q^-n 
thinks  that  thefe  letters  were  written  by  me  j  and 
I  fcorn   to  defend  myfelf  even  to  her  Majefty, 
grounding  my  fcorn  upon  the  opinion  I   had  of 
her  juftice,  her  tafte,  and  good  fenfe  ;  efpecially 
when  the   laft  of  thofe  letters,   whereof  I  have 
juft   received  the  original  from  Mr  Pope,  was 
figned  with  my  name  :   And  why  I  fhould   dif- 
guife  my  hand,  which  you  know  very  well,  and 
yet  write  my  name,  is  both  ridiculous  and  unac- 
countable.     Laft   poll  I    writ  my  whole  fenti- 
ments  on   the  matter  to  Mr  Pope ;    who  tells 
me,  that  you  and  he  vindicated  me   on  all  the 
three   letters ;   which  indeed    was  but  bare  ju- 
ftice in  you  both,   for  he  is  my  old  friend,  and 
you  are  in  my  debt  on  .account  of  the  efteem  I  had 
for  you.    I  dcfire  you  would  afk  the  O— n,  whe- 
ther, 
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ther,  fince  the  time  I  bad  the  honour  to  be  known 
to  her,  I  ever  did  one  fingle  a£lion,  or  faid  one 
fingle  word  to  diibblige  her  ?  I  never  aflced  her 
for  any  thing  :  And  you  well  know,  that,  when 
I  had  an  intention  to  go  to  France  about  the 
time  that  the  late  K — g  died,  I  defired  your  o- 
pinion,  (not  as  you  were  a  courtier),  whether  I 
ihould  go  or  no;  and  that  you  abfolutely  forbid 
me,  as  a  thing  that  would  look  difafFe£ted,  and 
for  other  reafons,  wherein  I  confefs  I  was  your 
dupe,  as  well  as  fomebody's  elfe :  And,  for 
want  of  that  journey,  I  fell  fick,  and  was  forced 
to  return  hither  to  my  unenvied  home.  I  hear 
the  Q;— n  hath  blamed  me  for  putting  a  ftone, 
with  a  Latin  infcription,  over  the  Duke  of 
Schomberg's  burying  place  in  my  cathedral; 
and  that  the  K — g  faid  publicly,  I  had  done  it 
in  malice,  to  create  a  quarrel  between  him  and 
the  King  of  Pruffia.  But  the  public  prints,  as 
well  as  the  thing  itfelf,  will  vindicate  me  :  And 
the  hand  the  Duke  had  in  the  Revolution  made 
him  deferve  the  beft  monument.  Neither  could 
the  King  of  Pruttia  juftly  take  it  ill,  who  muft 
needs  have  heard  that  the  Duke  was  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  Pruflia,  and  Stadtholder  of  it,  as  I  have 
feen  in  his  tiles.  The  firft  time  I  faw  the  O^-n, 
1  talked  to  her  largely  upon  the  conduct  of  princes 
and  great  ministers,  (it  was  on  a  particular 
occafion),  that,  when  they  receive  an  ill  account 
of  any  perfon,  although  they  afterwards  have 
the  greateft  demonftration  of  the  falfehood,  yet 
D  d  2  will 
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will  they  never  be  reconciled  :  And  although 
the  Q^n  fell  in  with  me  upon  the  hardfhip  of 
fuch  a  proceeding,  yet  now  (he  treats  me  exact- 
ly in  the  fame  manner.  I  have  faults  enough, 
but  never  was  guilty  of  any  either  to  her  JMa- 
jefty  or  to  you:  And  as  little  to  the  K— g, 
whom  I  never  faw,  but  when  I  had  the  honour 
to  kifs  his  hand.  I  am  fenfible  that  I  owe  a 
great  deal  of  this  ufage  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole  ; 
whom  yet  I  never  offended,  although  he  was 
pleafed  to  quarrel  with  me  very  unjuftly  *  :  For 
which  I  (hewed  not  the  leaft  refentment,  (what- 
ever I  might  have  in  my  heart),  nor  was  ever  a 
partaker  with  thofe  who  have  been  battling  him 
for  fome  years  paft.  I  am  contented  that  the 
CX-n  mould  fee  this  letter;  and  would  pleafe 
to  confider  how  fevere  a  cenfure  it  is  to  believe 
I  fliould  write  three  to  her,  only  to  find  fault 
with  her  miniftry,  and  recommend  Mrs  Barber, 
whom  I  never  knew  until  {he  was  recommend- 
ed to  me  by  a  worthy  friend,  to  help  her  to  fub- 
fcribers,  which  by  her  writings  I  thought  fhe 
deferved.  Her  Majefty  gave  me  leave,  and  even 
commanded  me,  above  five  years  ago,  if  I  lived 
until  fhe  was  Q^n,  to  write  to  her  on  behalf 
of  Ireland  :  For  the  miferies  of  this  kingdom, 
ihe  appeared  then  to  be  much  concerned.  I  de- 
fired  the  friend  who  introduced  me  to  be  a  wif- 

neft 

*  Ttr  is  true,  there  are  but  two  or  three  paflTages  in 
Swift's  Works  that  could  in.  the  leaft  offend  Sic  R.  \V- 
before  thisr>criod;  but  inftautly  after,  even  in  this  very 
year  1731,  he  attacks  him  with  a  good  deal  of  feverity. 
.Vide  his  poeins. 
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nefs  of  her  Majefty's  promife.  Yet  that  liberty 
I  never  took,  although  I  had  too  many  occa- 
fions;  and  is  it  not  wonderful,  that  I  ihouldbe 
fufpe&ed  of  writing  to  her  in  fuch  a  ftyle,  in  a 
counterfeit  hand,  and  my  name  fubfcribed,  up- 
on a  perfect  trille,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  well 
knew  myfelf  to  be  very  much  out  of  her  Majefty's 
good  graces  ?  I  am,  perhaps,  not  fo  very  much 
awed  with  Majefty  as  others,  having  known 
courts  more  or  lefs  from  my  early  youth.  And 
1  have  more  than  once  told  the  Q^-n,  that  I 
did  not  regard  her  ftation  half  fo  much,  as  the 
good  underflanding  I  heard  and  found  to  be  in 
her:  Neither  did  I  ever  once  fee  the  late  K— g, 
although  her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  chide  me 
on  that  account,  for  my  fingularity.  In  this  I 
am  a  good  Whig,  by  thinking  it  fufficient  to  be 
a  dutiful  fubje&,  without  any  perfonal  regard 
for  princes,  further  than  as  their  virtues  deferve; 
and  upon  that  fcore  had  a  moft  particular  re- 
fpecTt  for  the  CVj-n,  your  miftrefs.  One  who 
nfks  nothing  may  talk  with  freedom,  and  that 
is  my  cafe.  I  have  not  faid  half  that  was  in  my 
heart,  but  I  will  have  done  ;  and,  remember- 
ing that  you  are  a  countefs,  will  borrow  fo  much 
ceremony,  as  to  remain,  with  great  reipecl:, 
MADAM, 

Your  Laclyfhip's 

Moft  obedient,  and 

Moil  humble  fervant. 

D  d  3  LETTEll 
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LORD   BOLJNGBROKE   TO  DR  SWIFT. 

Augujl  2.  1731. 

I  AM  indebted  to  you,  my  Reverend  Dean,  for 
a  letter  of  a  very  old  date  :  The  expe&a- 
tion  of  feeing  you  from  week  to  week,  which 
our  friend  Gay  made  me  entertain,  hindered  me 
from  writing  to  you  a  good  while  ;  and  I  have 
fmce  deferred  it  by  waiting  an  opportunity  of 
fending  my  letter  by  a  fafe  hand.  That  oppor- 
tunity prefents  itfelf  at  laft,  and  Mr  Ecklin  will 
put  this  letter  into  your  hands. 

You  will  hear  from  him,  and  from  others,  of 
the  general  ftate  of  things  in  this  country,  into 
which  I  returned,  and  where  I  am  confined  for 
my  fins.  If  I  entertained  the  notion,  which  by 
the  way  I  believe  to  be  much  older  than  Popery* 
or  even  than  Chriftianity,  of  making  up  an  ac- 
count with  heaven,  and  demanding  the  balance 
in  blifs,  or  paying  it  by  good  works  and  fufier- 
ings  of  my  own,  and  by  the  merits  and  fufferings 
of  others,  I  fhould  imagine  that  I  had  expiated 
all  the  faults  of  my  life,  one  way  or  other,  fmcc 
my  return  into  England.  One  of  the  circum- 
flances  of  my  fituation,  which  has  afHic~led  me 
moft,  and  which  afflicts  me  (till  fo,  is  the  ab- 
iblute  inutility  I  am  of  to  thofe-whom  I  fhould 
be  the  beft  pleafed  to  ferve.  Succefs  in  ferving 
my  friends  would  make  me  amends  for  the  want 

o£ 
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of  it  in  diiTerving  my  enemies.  It  is  intolerable 
to  want  it  in  both,  and  yet  both  go  together  ge- 
nerally. 

I  have  had  two  or  three  projects  on  foot  for 
making  fuch  an  eftablimment  here  as  might 
tempt  you  to  quit  Ireland.  One  of  them  would 
have  fucceeded,  and  would  have  been  agreeable 
in  every  refpett,  if  engagements  to  my  Lady's 
kinfman  (who  did  not,  I  fuppofe,,  deferve  to  be 
your  clerk)  had  not  prevented  it.  Another  of 
them  cannot  take  place,  without  the  confent  o£ 
thofe,  \vho  would  rather  have  you  a  dean  in 
Ireland,  than  a  pariuVprieft  in  England;  and 
who  are  glad  to  keep  you  where  your  fincere 
friend,  my  late  Lord  Oxford,  fent  you.  A 
third  was  wholly  in  our  power  j  but  when  I  in- 
quired exa£tly  into  the  value,  I  found  it  lefs  than 
I  had  believed  ;  the  diftance  from  thefe  parts 
was  great  •,  and  befides  all  this,  an  unexpected 
and  groundlefs  difpute  about  the  right  of  pre* 
fentation  (but  Hill  luch  a  difpute  as  the  law  mult 
determine)  had  arifen.  You  will  pleafe  to  be- 
lieve, that  I  mention  thefe  things  for  no  other 
reafon  than  to  {hew  you,  how  much  thofe  friends 
deferve  you  fhould  make  them  a  vifit  at  leart> 
who  are  fo  defirous  to  fettle  you  amongft  them. 
1  hope  their  endeavours  will  not  be  always  un- 
fuccefsful. 

I  received  fome  time  ago>  a  letter  from  Dr, 
Delany  ;  and  very  lately  Mr  Pope  fent  me  fome 
iheets,  which  fcem  to  contain  the  fubftance  of 
t.\vo  fermons  of.  that  gentleman's.  The  pkihfc- 
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phia primq  is  above  my  reach,  and  efpecially  when 
it  attempts  to  prove,  that' God  has  done,  or  does 
fo  and  fo,  by  attempting  to  prove,  that  doing 
fa  and  fo  is  efiential  to  his  attributes,  or  necef- 
fary  to  his  defign  ;  and  that  the  not  doing  fo  and 
fo  would  be  inconfiftent  with  the  former,  or  re- 
pugnant to  the  latter.  I  content  myfelf  to  con- 
template what  I  am  fure  he  has  done,  and  to  a- 
dore  him  for  it  in  humble  filence.  I  can  demon- 
ftrate,  that  every  cavil  which  has  been  brought 
againil  the  great  fyitem  of  the  world,  phyfical 
and  moral,  from  the  days  of  Democritus  and  E- 
picurus  to  this  day,  is  abfurd  ;  but  I  dare  not 
pronounce  \vhythings  are  made  as  they  are,  (late 
the  ends  of  infinite  wifdom,  and  fhew  the  pro- 
portion of  the  means  *. 

Dr  Delany,    in  his   letter  to  me,  mentioned 
,fome  errors   in   the   critical    parts   of  learning,, 
which  he  hoped  he  had  corrected,    by  fhewing 
the  miftakes,  particularly  of  Sir  John  Marfham, 
on  whofe  authority  thofe  errors  were  built.  Whe- 
ther I  can  be  of  ufe  to  him,  even  in  this  part,  I 
know  not ;  for  having  fixed  my  opinion  long  a- 
go  concerning  all  ancient  hiftoryand  chronology, 
by   a  careful  examination  into  the  firft  princi- 
ples 

•  Yet  tills  appears  to  have  been  the  attempt  of  Mr 
Pope,  in  his  E>Fay  on  Man.  in  whicV1  he  profelTes  to  have 
adopted  Lord  Bolingbroke's  principl  >, 

"   Thou  went  mv  guide,   philofopher,  and  friend  ;" 
and  which  Lord  Bolingbroke,  in  a  fubfeqent  part  of  this 
very  letter,  fays  was  undertaken  at  his  indication;  ap- 
proving,   at    the   fame  time,    of  the  firii   turee.    books, 
M'bich  he  had  feen,  and  confidercd.. 
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pies  of  them,  I  have  ever  fince  laid  that  ftud-jf 
totally  afide.  I  confefs,  in  the  letter  I  writ 
lately  to  the  Do&or,  not  with  (landing  my  great 
refpect  for  Sir  John  Marfham,  that  his  autho- 
rity is  often  precarious,  becaufe  he  leans  often 
on  other  authorities  which  are  fo.  But  to  you 
I  will  confefs  a  little  mere  :  I  think,  nay  I  know, 
that  there  is  no  poflibility  of  making  any  fyftem 
of  that  kind,  without  doing  the  fame  thing  ;  and 
that  the  defetl  is  in  the  fubje£l,  not  in  the 
writer.  I  have  read  the  writings  ot  fome  who 
differ  from  him,  and  of  others  who  undertook 
particularly  ro  refute  him.  It  feems  plain  to 
me,  that  this  was  the  cafe.  AH  the  materials  of 
this  fort  of  learning  are  disjointed  and  broken. 
Time  has  contributed  to  render  them  fo,  .and 
the  unfaithfuinefs  of  thofe  who  have  tranfmit- 
ted  them  down  to  us,  particularly  of  that  vile 
fellow  Euftbius  *,  has  done  even  more  than 
time  itfelf.  By  throwing  thefe  fragments  into- 
a  different  order,  by  arbitrary  interpretations, 
(and  it  is  often  impoffible  to  make  any  others), 
in  fliort,  by  a  few  plaufible  gueffes  for  the  con- 
ne£lion  and  application  of  them,  a  man  may> 
with  tolerable  ingenuity,  prove  almofl  any  thing 
by  them.  I  tried  formerly  to  prove,  in  a  learn- 
ed dilTertation,  by  the  fame  fet  of  authorities, 
that  there  had  been  four  Affyrian  monarchies  ; 
that  there  had  been  but  three  ;  that  there  had  been 

but 

*  '  Tlie  learned  hi  (hop  of  Cxfirea  in  the  fourth  cen- 
tnrv,  in  his  Chronicon,  puMifhcd  by  Jofeph  Scnliper,  M-ithr 
norc.?,  at  Leydcn,  in  1606,  folio,  and  reprinted  at  Anv- 
ftertlam,  with  .great  additions  to  die  notes,  in  i6j8.' 
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£>ut  two ;  that  there  hadbeen  but  cne,and  that  there 
never  had  been  any.  1  puzzled  my  felf,  and  a  much 
nobler  man  than  myfelf,  the  friend  to  whom  I  lent 
the  manufcript,  and  who  has,  I  believe,  kept  it.  In 
fhort,  I  am  afraid  that  I  fhall  not  be  very  ufeful  to 
Dr  Delany,  in  making  remarks  on  the  work  he  is 
about.  His  communication  of  this  work  may" 
be  ufeful,  and  I  am  fure  it  will  be  agreeable  to 
me.  If  you  and  he  are  ftill  in  Ireland,  pray  give 
my  beft  fervices  to  him  ;  but  fay  no  more  than 
may  be  proper,  of  all  I  have  writ  to  you. 

I  know  very  well  the  project  you  mean,  and 
about  what  you  fay,  that  Pope  and  you  have  of- 
ten teafed  me.  I  could  convince  you,  as  be  is 
convinced,  that  the  publication  of  any  thing  of 
that  kind  would  have  been  wrong  on  many  ac- 
counts, and  would  be  fo  even  now.  Befides,  call 
it  pride  if  you  will,  I  fhall  never  make,  either  to 
the  prefent  age  or  to  pofterity,  any  apology  for 
the  part  I  acted  in  the  late  Queen's  reign  *.  But 
I  will  apply  myfelf  very  ferioufly  to  the  compo- 
fition  of  juft  and  true  relations  of  the  events  of 
thofe  times,  in  which  both  I,  and  my  friends 
and  my  enemies,  mull  take  the  merit  or  the 
blame,  which  an  authentic  and  impartial  deduc- 
tion of  facts  will  affign  to  us.  I  will  endeavour 
to  wiite  fo  as  no  man  could  write,  who  had  not 

been 

*  This  probn.bly  alludes  to  a  trart  called  "  Letters  on 
«  the  Spirit  of  Pairiotifm,  6r."  of  which  T.ord  Boling- 
broke  permitted  a  few  copies  to  be  taken  for  his  parti- 
cular friends,  and  \vhich  afterwards  found  its  way  into 
the  world  by  Mr  Pope's  means.  Gent.  Mag  Vol.  XIX- 
p.  195,196. 
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been  a  party  in  thofe  tranfa&ions,   and  as  few- 
men  would  write,   who  had  been  concerned  in 
them.     I  believe  I  {hall  go  back,  m  considering 
the  political  interefls  of  the  principal  powers  in 
Europe,    as  far  as  the  Pyrennean  treaty  ;    but  I 
fhall  not  begin  a  thread  of  hiftoryJtill  the  death 
of  Charles  the  fecond  of  Spain,  and  the  acceffion 
4^f  Queen  Anne  to  the  throne  of  England.     Nay, 
even  i'rom  that  time  downwards,  I  fhall  render 
my  relations  more  full,   or  piu  magra^   the  word 
is  father  Paul's,   jufl  as  I  have,  or  have  not,    a 
ftoclc  of  authentic  materials.     Thefe  fhall  regu- 
late my  work,  and  I  will  neither  indulge  my  own 
vanity,    nor  other  mens  curiofity   in  going  one 
ftep  farther  thnn  they  carry  me.     You  fee,   my 
dear  Swift,   that  I  open  a  large  field  to  myfelf ; 
with  what  fuccers  I  fhall  expatiate  in  it,  I  know 
as  little,   as  I  know  whether  I  fhall  live  to  go 
through  fo  great  a  work  ;    but  I  will  begin  im- 
mediately,   and  will  make  it  one  principal  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  reft  of  my  life.     This  advantage,  at 
leaft,    I  fhall  reap  from  it,    a  great  advantage  it 
will  be,  my  attention  will  be  diverted  from  the 
prefent  fcene.     I  fhall  grieve  lefs  at  thofe  things 
which  I  cannot  mend ;    I  fhall  dignify  my  re- 
treat ;  and  fhall  wind  up  the  labours  of  my  life 
in  ferving  the  caufe  of  truth. 

You  fay,  you  could  eafily  (hew,  by  comparing 
my  letters  for  twenty  years  pad,  how  the  whole 
fyftem.  of  my  philofophy  changes  by  the  feverat 
graduations  of  life.  I  doubt  it.  As  far  as  I  am 
able  to  recolleft,  my  way  of  thinking  has  been 

'  uniform 
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uniform  enough  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
True  it  is,  to  my  fhame,  that  my  way  of  a6ling 
has  not  been  always  conformable  to  my  way  of 
thinking.  My  own  paffions,  and  the  paffions 
and  interefts  of  other  men  dill  more,  have  led 
me  nfide.  I  launched  into  the  deep  before  I 
had  loaded  ballaft  enough.  If  the  fhip  did  not 
fink,  the  cargo  was  thrown  over-board.-  The 
iiorm  itfelf  threw  me  into  port.  My  own  opi- 
nion, my  own  defires,  would  have  kept  me 
there;  the  opinion,  the  defires  of  others,  fent  me 
to  fea  again.  I  did,  and  blamed  myfelf  for  do- 
ing what  others,  and  you  among  the  reft,  would 
have  blamed  me  if  I  had  not  done.  I  have  paid 
more  than  I  owed  to  party,  and  as  much  at  leafl 
as  was  due  to  friendfhip.  If  I  go  off  the  ftage  of 
public  life,  without  paying  all  I  owe  to  my  ene- 
mies, and  to  the  enemies  of  my  country,  1  do  af- 
fure  you  the  bankruptcy  is  not  fraudulent.  I 
conceal  none  of  my  effects. 

Does  Pope  talk  to  you  of  the  noble  work, 
•which,  at  my  inftigation,  he  has  begun  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  he  mull  be  convinced  by  this  time 
I  judged  better  of  his  talents  than  he  did  ?  The 
firft  epiftle,  which  confiders  man,  and  the  habita- 
tion of  man,  relatively  to  the  whole  fyftem  of 
univerfal  being.  The  fecond,  which  conliders 
him  in  his  own  habitation,  in  bimfelf,  and  re- 
latively to  his  particular  fyftem.  And  the  third, 
which  ihews  how  an  univerfal  caufe  works  to 
one  end,  but  works  by  various  laws  ;  how  man, 
and  beaii,  and  vegetable,  are  linked  in  a  mutual 

dependency, 
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dependency,  parts  neccflary  to  each  other,  and 
neccfTaryto  the  whole;  how  human  focieties  were 
formed ;  from  what  fpring  true  religion  and 
true  policy  are  derived ;  how  God  has  made  our 
greateil  interefts  and  our  plainefl  duty  indivifibly 
the  fame.  Thefe  three  cpirtles,  I  fay,  are  finifli- 
ed.  The  fourth  he  is  now  intent  upon.  It  is 
a  noble  fubjeci ;  he  pleads  the  caufe  of  God,  I 
ule  Seneca's  exprcilion,  againfl  that  famous 
charge  which  Atheifts  in  all  ages  have  brought, 
the  fuppofed  unequal  difpenfations  of  Provi- 
dence ;  a  charge  which  I  cannot  heartily  forgive 
your  divines  for  admitting*.  You  admit  it  in- 
deed for  an  extreme  good  purpofe,  and  you  build 
VOL.  XVI.  E  e  on 

•  To  prove  that  the  difpenfations  of  Providence  in  the 
prefent  ftate  are  not  unequal,  is  certainly  very  definable  ; 
but  there  is  reafon  to  fear,  that  tliofc  who  blarne  diviiicu 
for  admitting  an  inequality,  have  not  fuccceded  in  the 
attempt. 

The  philofopbers,  both  ancient  and  modern,  who  have 
endeavoured  to  jnftify  the  ways  of  God  to  man,  by  pro« 
vi  ng  that  happiuefs  does  not  tonfift  in  externals,  in  or- 
der to  (hew  that  his  difpenfations  are  equal,  have  yet 
placed  happinefs  in  virtue  chiefly,  as  a  principle  of  ac- 
tive benevolence- 

"  Happier  as  kinder  in  each  due  degree, 
"  And  heijrht  of  blifs,  but  height  of  charity." 
Now  there  feeins   to    be    an  inconfiftency  between  thefe 
twe  principles,  of  which  they  are  not  aware. 

It  may  reafonably  be  afked,  what  virtue,  as  a  princi- 
ple of  ac~tive  benevolence,  has  to  beftow  ?  Can  it  bellow 
upon  others  any  thing  more  than  externals?  If  not,  it 
either  has  not  the  power  ef  communicating  happiness. 
or  happinefs  is  to  be  communicated  in  externali.  Jf 
it  has  not  the  power  of  communicating  kapphiei's,  it 
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on  this  admifTion  the  neceflity  of  a  future  Mate 
of  rewards  and  punifhments.  But  what  if  you 
ihould  find,  that  this  future  (late  will  not  account 
for  God's  juftice  *  in  the  prefent  ftate,  which 
you  give  up,  in  oppofition  to  the  Atheift  ?  Would 
it  not  have  been  better  to  defend  God's  juftice 
in  this  world,  againll  thefe  daring  men,  by  irre- 
fragable rtafons,  and  to  have  refted  the  other 
point  on  revelation  ?  I  do  not  like  conceflions 
made  againft  demon  fir;  tion,  repair  or  fupply 
them  how  you  will.  The  epiftles  I  have  men- 
tioned will  compofe  a  firil  book  ;  th'e  plan  of  the 
fecond  is  fettled.  You  will  not  under{lar>d  by 
what  I  have  faid,  that  Pope  will  go  fo  deep  in- 
to the  argument,  or  carry  it  fo  far  as  I  have  hint- 
ed. You  inquire  fo  kindly  after  my  wife,  that 
•T  muft  tell  you  fomething  of  her.  She  has  fal- 
len upon  a  remedy,  invented  by  a  furgeon  abroad, 
and  which  has  had  great  fuccefs  in  cafes  fimilar 
to  her's.  This  remedy  has  vifibly  attacked  the 
original  caufe  of  all  her  complaints,  and  has  aba- 
ted in  fome  degree,  by  one  gentle  and  uniform 
effect,  all  the  grievous  and  various  fymptoms.  I 
hope,  and  furely  with  reafon,  that  fhe  will  re- 
ceive 

is  indeed  a  mere  name  ;  the  f object  receives  nothing  ;  the 
».  2;ent  rnves  nothing;.  The  blifs  of  charity  is  founded  on 
a  delu(io:i  ;  on  the  falfc  fuppofitmn  of  a  benefit  commu- 
nicated by  externals,  which  externals  cannot  communi- 
cate. If  happinefs  can  be  communicated  by  externals, 
M-f]  corfeqnently  is  dependent  upon  their,  and  thefe  ex- 
ternals are  unequally  diltribntecl,  ho\v  is  flie  difpenfa- 
tion  of  Providence,  with  reipcdl  to  happinefs  in  the  pre- 
fbnt  ftate,  equal? 

•  /.  e.  Will  not  reconcile  the  prefent  unequal  diftribu- 
tion  to  the  divine  jufttce. 
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ceive  flili  greater  benefit  from  this  method  o£ 
cure,  which  {he  will  reiume  as  foon  as  the  great 
heat  is  over.  If  fhe  recovers,  I  fhall  not,  for  her 
fake,  abftradt  myfelf  from  the  world  more  than 
1  do  at  prefent  in  this  place.  But  if  (he  fhouk! 
be  taken  from  me,  I  fliould  mod  certainly  yield 
to  that  ftrong  defire,  which  I  have  long  had,  of 
deluding  myfelf  totally  from  the  company  and 
affairs  of  mankind  •,  of  leaving  the  management, 
even  of  my  private  affairs,  to  others  ;  and  of  fe- 
curing,  by  thofe  means,  for  the  reft  of  my  life, 
an  uninterrupted  tenor  of  philofophical  quiet. 

I  fuppofe  you  have  feen  fome  of  thofe  volumes 
of  fcurrility,    which   have  been  thrown  into  the 

world  againft  Mr  P and  myfelf,   and  the 

Craftfman,  which  gave  occafion  to  them.  I 
think  it  is  the  fenfc  of  all  my  friends,  that  the 
perfan  who  publifhed  the  Final  Anfwer  *,  took 
a  right  turn,  in  a  very  nice  and  very  provocking 
circumftance.  To  anfwer  all  the  falfities,  rnif- 
reprefentations,  and  blunders,  which  a  club  of 
fuch  fcoundrels,  as  Arnold,  Concanen,  and  o- 
ther  penfioners  of  the  miniilcr,  crouded  toge- 
ther, would  have  been  equally  tedious  and  ridi- 
culous, and  mufl  have  forced  feveral  things  to 
be  faid.  To  have  explained  fome  points,  and 
E  e  2  to 

*  This  painplilaf  was  written  by  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
in  his  own  vindication,  in  1731-  It  is  intitled,  '  A  finai 
'  Anfwer  to  the  Remarks  on  the  Crat'fman's  Vindication 
-of  his  two  honourable  Patrons;  and  to  all  the  Libels 
«  u-hich  have  como,  or  may  come,  from  the  lame  Quart es, 
'  ag.-iiiift:  the  Perfon  lait  memiousd  in  the  Crafti'man  of 
•  the  221  of  May.' 
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to  have  flopped  at  others,  would  have  given 
ftrength  to  that  impertinent  fuggeftion,  Guilt 
alone  is  filent  in  the  day  of  inquiry.  It  was  there- 
fore right  to  open  no  part  of  the  fcene  of  the 
late  Queen's  reign,  nor  fubmit  the  pafiages  of 
her  adminiftration,  and  the  conduct  of  any  of 
her  minifters,  to  the  examination  of  fo  vile  a 
tribunal.  This  was  ftill  the  more  right,  be- 
caufe,  upon  fuch  points  as  relate  to  fubfequent 
tranfa&ions,  and  as  affect  me  fingly,  what  the 
Craftfman  had  faid,  wasjuftified  unanfwerably  i 
and  what  the  remarker  had  advanced,  was  pro- 
ved to  be  infamoufly  falfe.  The  effeft  of  this 
paper  has  anfwered  the  defign  of  it  ;  and,  which 
is  not  common,  all  fides  agree,  that  the  things 
faid  ought  to  have  been  faid.  The  public  wri- 
ters feem  to  be  getting  back,  from  thefe  perfonal 
altercations,  to  national  affairs,  much  againft 
the  grain  of  the  minifter's  fa£lion.  What  the 
effect  of  all  this  writing  will  be,  I  know  not ; 
but  this  I  know,  that  when  all  the  information 
which  can  be  given,  is  given  i  when  all  the  fpi- 
rit  which  can  be  raifed,  is  raifed,  it  is  to  no 
purpofe  to  write  any  more.  Even  you  men  of 
this  world  have  nothing  elfe  to  do,  but  to  let 
the  (hip  drive  till  (he  is  cafl  away,  or  till  the 
dorm  is  over.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  neither 
an  owner,  an  officer,  nor  a  formaft-man.  I  am 
but  a  paflenger,  faid  my  Lord  Carbury. 

It  is  well  for  you  that  I  am  got  to  the  end  of 
my  paper  for  you  might  elfe  have  a  letter  as 
long  again  from  me.  If  you  arifwer  me  by  the 

pod, 
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pod,  remember,  whilft  you  are  writing,  that  you 
write  by  the  port.     Adieu,  my  reverend  friend. 


LETTER      DHL 

Avg.  28. 

YOU  and  the  Dutchefs  ufe  me  very  ill  ;  for 
I  profefs  I  cannot  diftinguifli  the  ftyle  or 
the  hand-writing,  of  either.  1  think  her  Grace 
writes  mure  like  you  than  herfelf,  and  that  you 
write  more  like  her  Grace  than  yourfelf.  I  would 
fwear  the  beginning  of  your  letter  writ  by  the 
Dutchefs,  though  it  is  to  pafs  for  yours  j  becaufe 
there  is  a  curfed  lie  in  it,  that  (he  is  neither 
young  nor  healthy  ;  and  befides,  it  perfectly  re- 
fembles  the  part  fhe  owns.  I  will  likewife 
fwear,  that  what  I  muft  fuppofe  is  written  by  the 
Dutchefs,  is  your  hand  :  and  thus  I  am  puzzltd 
and  perplexed  between  you  ;  but  I  will  go  on  in 
the  innocency  of  my  own  heart.  I  am  got  eight 
miles  from  our  famous  metropolis,  to  a  coun- 
try parfon's,  to  whom  I  lately  gave  a  city-living, 
fuch  ?.s  an  Englifh  chaplain  would  leap  at.  I 
retired  hither  for  the  public  good,  having  two 
great  works  in  hand  :  one  to  reduce  the  whole 
politenefs,  wit,  humour,  and  flyle  of  England 
into  a  fhort  fyftem,  for  the  ufe  of  all  perfons  of 
quality,  and  particularly  rhe  maids  of  honour.  * 
The  other  is  almofl.  of  equal  importance  ;  I  may- 
call  it  the  whole  duty  of  forvants,  in  about  twen- 
E  e  3  ty 

*   '-"Wagftfff's  Dialogues  ol  j'olttc  Converfation,'  puu- 
liil.eil  in  Lis  lifeujne.     jSeeYol.  X-y-  113. 
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ty  feveral  ftations,  from  the  fteward  and  wait- 
ing-woman, down  to  the  fcullion  and  pantry- 
toy,  f 1  believe  no  mortal  had  ever  fuch  fair 

invitations,  as  to  be  happy  in  the  beft  company 
of  England.  I  wifh  I  had  liberty  to  print  your 
letter  with  my  own  comments  upon  it.  There 
was  a  fellow  in  Ireland,  who  from  a  fhoe-boy 
grew  to  be  feveral  times  one  of  the  chief  gover- 
nors, wholly  illiterate,  and  with  hardly  common 
fenfe.  A  Lord  Lieutenant  told  the  firft  King 
George,  that  he  was  the  greateft  fubje&  he  had 
in  both  kingdoms  ;  and  truly  this  character  was 
gotten  and  preferved  by  his  never  appearing  in 
England  ;  which  was  the.  only  wife  thing  he  e- 

verdid,  except  purchafing  16,000  1.  a  year 

Why  ?  you  need  not  flare  :  it  is  eafily  applied. 
J  muft  be  abfent,  in  order  to  preferve  my  credit 

with  her  Grace Lo  here  comes  in  the  Dut- 

chefs  again,  (I  know  her  by  her  dd's  ;  but  am 
a  fool  for  difcovering  my  art,)  to  defend  herfelf 
againft  my  conjecture  of  what  fhe  faid Ma- 
dam, I  will  imitate  your  Grace,  and  write  to  you 
upon  the  fame  line.  I  own  it  is  a  bafe  unro- 
mantic  fpirit  in  me  to  fufpend  the  honour  of 
waiting  at  your  Grace's  feet,  till  I  can  fmifn  a 
paltry  law-fuit.  It  concerns  indeed  almoft  all 
my  whole  fortune  ;  it  is  equal  to  half  Mr  Pope's, 
and  two  thirds  of  Mr  Gay's,  and  about  fix  weeks 
tent  of  your  Grace's.  This  curfed  accident  hath 

drill'd 

t  An  imperfeft  thing  "f  this  kind,  c?11e»l,  '  Directions 
«to  fervanrs  in  general,'  has  been  published  fince  kia 
death.  See  Vol.  X-  p.  258 
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drUl'd  away  the  whole  fummer.  But,  Madam, 
underftand  one  thing,  that  I  take  all  your  iro- 
nical civilities  in  a  literal  fenfe  ;  and  whenever  I 
have  the  honour  to  attend  you,  fliall  expect 
them  to  be  literally  performed  :  though  perhaps 
I  {hall  find  it  hard  to  prove  your  hand-writing 
in  a  court  of  juftice  ;  but  that  will  not  be  much 
for  your  credit.  How  miferably  hath  your  Grace 
been  miftaken,  in  thinking  to  avoid  envy  by  run- 
sing  into  exile,  where  it  haunts  you  more  than 
ever  it  did  even  at  court  ?  Non  te  civitar,  twn 
regia  downs  in  exilium  iniferunt^  fed  t:i  uirafque, 
So  fays  Cicero,  (as  your  Grace  knows,)  or  fo  he 
might  have  faid. 

I  am  told  that  the  Craftfman,  in  one  of  his 
papers,  is  offended  with  the  publifhers  of  (I  fup- 
pofe)  the  Lift  edition  of  the  Dunciad  ;  and  I  was 
aflted  whether  you  and  Mr  Pope  were  as  good 
friends  to  the  new-difgraced  perfon  r-.s  formerly  ? 
This  I  knew  nothing  of,  but  fuppofe  it  was  the 
confequence  of  fome  miitake.  As  to  writing,  I 
look  on  you  juft  in  the  prime  of  life  for  it,  the 
very  feafon  when  judgment  and  invention  draw 
together.  But  fchemes  are  perfectly  accidental : 
Some  will  appear  barren  of  hints  and  matter, 
but  prove  to  be  fruitful  ;  and  others  the  contrary : 
And  what  you  fay  is  paft  doubt,  that  every  one 
can  beft  find  hints  for  himfelf ;  though  it  is  pof- 
fible,  that  fometimes  a  friend  may  give  you  a 
lucky  one  juft  fuited  to  your  own  imagination. 
But  all  this  is  almoft  paft  with  me  :  My  inven- 
tion and  judgment  arc  perpetually  at  fifty-cuffs, 

till 
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till  truey  have  quite  difabled  each  other  ;  and  the 
mereft  trifles  I  ever  xvrote  are  ferious  philofophi- 
cal  lucubrations,  in  comparifon  to  what  I  now 
bufy  myffclf  about  ;  as  (to  fpeak  in  the  author's 
jphnife)  the  world  may  one  day  fee  *. 

LETTER      DIV. 

LADY  B G TO  DR   SWIFT. 

Dray  ton,    Sept.  7 .  1731. 

TO    fhev  how  ftricHy  I  obey  your  orders,  I 
came  from  the  Dutchefsof  Dcrfct's  coun- 
try- 

*  His  ludicrous  prediction  was  fmce  his  death,  arul 
very  much  to  his  dithonour,  feriouily  fulfilled.  11'. irk 

By  this  defire  of  l:tting  the  it'oili  pe  what  other  men 
of  lefs  wit  and  more  difcrerion  would  carefully  have 
concealed,  Swift  has  placed  Lin-felt"  open  to  the  c  en  lure 
of  his  enemies,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  any  defence 
from  Lis  fric-nds  He  bas  not  only  committed  to  the 
prefs  a  nioft  defpicable  heap  of  writings,  but  has  public- 
ly recorded  ihe  loweft  amufements  of  his  private  fcenes 
<f  life,  without  having  once  fnfpe&ed,  that  peif»jns 
\vhofe  (taii<  us  or  abilities  have  fixed  them  in  a  confpicu- 
«>us  attitude,  are  looked  upon  by  the  reft  of  mankind  with, 
a  very  critical,  and  a  very  en vious  eye.  Auguftus,  as  I 
remember,  was  a  little  afliamed  to  be  difcovered  at  a 
j^ame  of  cobnuts  !  and  even  Domitian  was  <  unrrirg  enough 
to  withdraw  into  his  clofet  to  catch  fiies.  Great  minds, 
you  will  fay,  require  to  be  often  unbent.  I  allow  it  :  but 
th of..-  relaxations  might  be  chofen,  fo  as  to  make  idle- 
r.efs  appear  in  a  beautiful  light  :  and  Swift  would  have 
forfeited  a  lefs  degree  rf  fame  by  Inlaying  many  years  at 
]  nilipln,  (the  records  of  which  he  could  not  have  printed,) 
than  by  compoilng  various  kinds  of  nonfenfe,  which,  by 
iiis  own  option,  have  bee*  honoured  with  a  place  ia.his 
vorks.  Orrery. 
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try-houfe  to  my  own,  where  I  have  rid  and 
walked  ss  often  as  the  weather  permitted  me. 
Nor  am  1  very  nice  in  that ;  for,  if  you  remem- 
ber, I  was  not  bred  up  very  tenderly,  nor  a  fine 
lady;  for  which  1  acknowledge  myfelf  exceeding- 
ly obliged  to  my  parents  :  ,for  had  I  that  fort  of 
education,  I  mould  not  have  been  fo  eafy  and  hap- 
py as,  I  thank  God,  I  now  am.  As  to  the  gout, 
indeed,  I  do  derive  it  fiorn  my  anceftors  ;  but  I 
may  forgive  even  that,  fince  it  waited  upon  me 
no  (boner  }  and  efpecially  fince  I  fee  my  elder 
and  two  younger  brothers  fo  terribly  plagued 
with  it ;  fo  that  I  am  now  the  only  wine-drinker 
in  my  family  j  and  upon  my  word,  I  am  notin- 
crealbd  in  that  fince  you  firft  knew  me. 

I  am  forry  you  are  involved  in  law-fuits  ;  it  is 
the  thing  on  earth  I  molt  fear.  I  wifh  you  had 
met  with  as  complaifant  an  adverfary  as  I  did; 
for  my  Lord  Peterborow  plagued  Sir  John  *  all 
his  lifetime,  but  declared,  if  ever  he  gave  the 
eftate  to  me,  he  would  have  done  with  it  j  and 
accordingly  has  kept  his  word  like  an  honour- 
able man.  I  hope  I  fhall  foon  hear  of  the  Duke 
and  Dutchefsof  Dorfet's  fafe  landing  ;  and  I  do 
not  queftion  the  people  of  Ireland's  liking  them 
as  well  as  they  deferve.  I  defire  no  better  for 
them  ;  for  if  you  don't  fpoil  him  there,  which  I 
think  he  has  too  good  fenfe  to  let  happen,  he  is 
the  moft  worthy,  honeft,  good-natured,  grent- 
foul'd  man  that  ever  was  born  As  to  the 
Dutchefs,  fhe  is  fo  refcrved,  that  perhaps  fha 

may 

*  Hufband  to  Lady  B G— — . 
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till  they  have  quite  difabled  each  other  ;  and  the 
mereft  trifles  I  ever  wrote  are  ferious  philofophi- 
cal  lucubrations,,  in  companion  to  what  I  now 
bufy  myfelf  about  ;  as  (to  fpeak  in  the  author's 
phrafe)  the  world  may  one  day  fee  *. 

LETTER      DIV. 

LADY  B G TO   DR   SWIfT. 

Dray  ton,   Stpt.  7 .  1731. 

TO    fhew  how  ftricUy  I  obey  your  orders,  I 
came  from  the  Dutxhefsof  Dcrfct's  coun- 

try- 

"  His  ludicrous  prediction  was  fmce  his  death,  and 
very  nnich  to  his  diiaonour,  ferioully  fulfilled.  Hr,irk. 

By  thi-v  defire  of  letting  the  ii'OtlJ  fee  what  otlier  men 
of  lefs  wit  and  more  difcrerion  would  carefully  Lave 
concealed,  Svift  has  placed  h-in'felf  open  to  the  ccnfure 
of  his  enemies,  sud  beyond  the  reach  of  any  defence 
from  his  friends.  He  bas  not  only  committed  to  the 
prefs  a  niofl  despicable  heap  of  writings,  but  has  public- 
ly recorded  the  loweft  amtifements  of  his  private  fcenes 
of  life,  without  having  once  fnfpe&ed,  that  peif»jns 
\vhoi'e  (taticus  or  abilities  havefixed  then)  in  a  confpicu- 
«>ns  attitude,  are  looked  upon  by  the  reft  of  mankind  with, 
a  very  critical,  and  a  very  envious  eye.  Anguftcs,  as  I 
remember,  was  a  little  afliamed  to  be  difcovered  at  a 
game  of  cobnuts  !  and  even  Domitian  was  <  uniripg  enough 
to  withdraw  into  his  clofet  to  catch  flies.  Great  minds, 
you  will  fay,  require  to  be  often  \wbent.  I  allow  it  :  but 
th of.-  relaxations  might  be  chofen,  fo  as  to  make  idle- 
r.efs  appear  in  a  beautiful  light  :  and  SM-ift  would  have 
forfeited  a  Icfs  r3ej>;ree  of  fame  by  playing  many  years  at 
]  nfupin,  (the  records  of  which  he  could  not  have  printed,) 
than  by  compofing  various  kinds  of  nonfenfe,  which,  by 
£is  own  option,  have  been  honoured  with  2  place  ia.lus 
yorks.  Orrery. 
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try-houfe  to  my  own,  where  I  have  rid  and 
walked  as  often  as  the  weather  permitted  me. 
Nor  am  I  very  nice  in  that ;  for,  if  you  remem- 
ber, I  was  not  bred  up  very  tenderly,  nor  a  fine 
lady;  for  which  1  acknowledge  myfelf  exceeding- 
ly obliged  to  my  parents  :  ,  for  had  I  that  fort  of 
education,  I  fhoul;i  not  have  been  fo  eafy  and  hap- 
py as>  I  thank  God,  I  now  am.  As  to  the  gout, 
indeed,  I  do  derive  it  fiom  my  anceftors  ;  but  I 
may  forgive  even  that,  fince  it  waited  upon  me 
no  (boner  j  and  efpecially  fince  I  fee  my  elder 
and  two  younger  brothers  fo  terribly  plagued 
•with  it ;  fo  that  I  am  now  the  only  wine-drinker 
in  my  family  j  and  upon  my  word,  I  am  notin- 
crealed  in  that  fince  you  firft  knew  me. 

I  am  forry  you  are  involved  in  law-fuits  ;  it  is 
the  thing  on  earth  I  molt  fear.  I  wifh  you  had 
met  with  as  complaifant  an  adverfary  as  I  did; 
for  my  Lord  Peterborow  plagued  Sir  John  *  all 
his  lifetime,  but  declared,  if  ever  he  gave  the 
eftate  to  me,  he  would  have  done  with  it ;  and 
accordingly  has  kept  his  word  like  an  honour- 
able man.  I  hope  I  fhall  foon  hear  of  the  Duke 
and  Dutchefs  of  Dorfet's  fafe  landing  ;  and  I  do 
not  queftion  the  people  of  Ireland's  liking  them 
as  well  as  they  deferve.  I  defire  no  better  for 
them  ;  for  if  you  don't  fpoil  him  there,  which  I 
think  he  has  too  good  fenfe  to  let  happen,  he  is 
the  mofl  worthy,  honeft,  good-natured,  great- 
foul'd  man  that  ever  was  born  As  to  the 
Dutchefs,  fhe  is  fo  referved,  that  perhaps  fh« 

may 
*  Hufoand  to  Lady  B G- 
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blot  out  four,  and  alter  eight.  I  have  brought  in 
you  and  my  other  friends,  as  well  as  enemies  and 
detractors. —  It  is  a  great  comfort  to  fee  how  cor- 
ruption and  ill  conduct  are  inflrumental  in  uni- 
ting virtuous  peribns  and  lovers  of  their  coun- 
try of  all  denominations  ;  Whig  and  Tory,  High 
and  Low  Church,  as  foon  as  they  are  left  to 
think  freely,  all  joining  in  opinion.  If  this  be 
difaffe&ion,  pray  God  fend  me  always  among 
the  difafte&ed  !  and  I  heartily  wifh  you  joy  of 
your  fcurvy  treatment  at  court,  which  hath  gi- 
ven you  leifure  to  cultivate  both  public  and  pri- 
vate virtue,  neither  of  them  likely  to  be  foon 
met  with  within  the  walls  of  St  James's  or  Wefl- 

minfler But  I  muft  here  difmiis  you,  that  I 

may  pay  my  acknowledgments  to  the  Duke  for 
the  great  honour  he  hath  dome  me. 

MY  LORD, 

I  could  have  fworn  that  my  pride  would  be 
always  able  to  preferve  me  from  vanity  j  of  which 
I  have  been  in  great  clanger  to  be  guilty  for  fome 
months  paft,  firft  by  the  conduct  of  my  Lady 
Dutchefs,  and  now  by  that  of  your  Grace,  which 
had  like  to  finifli  the  work.  And  1  fhould  have 
certainly  gone  about  {hewing  my  letters,  under 
the  charge  of  fecrecy,  to  every  blab  of  my  ac- 
quaintance, if  I  could  have  the  leaft  hope  of  pre- 
vailing on  any  of  them  to  believe,  that  a  man  in 
fo  obfcure  a  corner,  quite  thrown  out  of  the  pre- 
fent  world,  and  within  a  few  fteps  of  the  next, 
fhould  receive  fuch  coadefcending  invitations, 

from 
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from  two  fuch  perfons,  to  whom  he  is  an  utter 
itranger,  and  who  know  no  more  of  him  than 
what  they  have  heard  by  the  partial  reprefenta- 
tions  of  a  friend.  But  in  the  mean  time,  I  muft 
defire  your  Grace  not  to  flatter  yourfelf,  that  I 
waited  for  your  confent  to  accept  the  invitation. 
I  muft  be  ignorant  indeed,  not  to  know,  that  the 
Dutchefs,  ever  fmce  you  met,  hath  been  mod 
politicaly  employed  in  increafing  thofe  forces, 
and  {harpening  thofe  arms,  with  which  me  fub- 
dued  you  at  firft,  and  to  which  the  braver  and  the 
wifer  you  grow,- you  will  more  and  more  fubmit. 
Thus  1  knew  myfelf  on  the  fecure  fide ;  and  it 
was  a  mere  piece  of  good  manners  to  infert  that 
claufe,  of  which  you  have  taken  the  advantage. 
But  as  I  cannot  forbear  informing  your  Grace, 
that  the  Dutchefs's  great  fecret  in  her  art  of  go- 
vernment hath  been  to  reduce  both  your  wills  in- 
to one  j  fo  I  am  content,  in  due  obfervance  to 
the  forms  of  the  world,  to  return  my  mod  hum- 
ble thanks  to  your  Grace,  for  fo  great  a  favour 
a&  you  are  pleafed  to  offer  me,  and  which  no- 
thing but  impoflibilities  fhall  prevent  me  from 
receiving  ;  fince  I  am,  with  the  greateft  reafon, 
truth,  and  refpeft,  my  Lord,  your  Grace's  moil 
obedient,  &c. 

MADAM, 

I  have  confulted  all  the  learned  in  occult  fcien- 
ces  of  my  acquaintance,  and  have  fat  up  eleven 
nights  to  difcover  the  meaning  of  thefe  twohie- 
roglyphical  lines  in  your  Grace's  hand,  at  the 

VOL.  XVI  Ff  bottom 
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bottom  of  the  laft  Amefbury  letter;  but  all  in 
vain.  Only  it  is  agreed  that  the  language  is  Cop- 
tic ;  and  a  very  profound  Behmifl  affures  me 
the  ftyle  is  poetic,  containing  an  invitation  from 
a  very  great  perfon  of  the  female  fex,  to  a  ftrange 
kind  of  a  man  whom  flie  never  faw:  And  this 
is  all  I  can  find ;  which,  after  fo  many  former 
invitations,  will  ever  confirm  me  in  that  refpecl 
•wherewith  I  am,  Madam,  your  Grace's  moil  o- 
bedient,  &c. 


LETTER      DVI. 

THE    COUNTESS    OF  TO     DR  SWIFT 

SIR,  Hampton-Court y  Sept.  25. 

YOU  think  you  have  a  natural  right  to  a- 
bufe  me  becaufe  I  am  a  woman,  and  a 
courtier.  I  have  taken  it  as  a  woman,  and  as  a 
courtier  ought,  with  great  refentment,  and  a 
determined  refolutionof  revenge.  The  number 
of  letters  that  have  been  fent  and  thought  by 
many  to  be  your's,  (and  thank  God  they  were 
,all  filly  ones),  has  been  a  fair  field  to  execute  it. 
Think  of  my  joy  to  hear  you  fufpe£led  of  folly  i 

think 

*  Thr?e  letters  recommending  Mrs  Barber,  ths  wife 
of  atradefrnan  in.  Ireland  who  had  failed,  to  the  (Vjeen, 
in  order  to  forward  a  fubfcription  for  for.ie  poems,  n  ..-re 
forged  in  the  Dean's  name,  and  fent  to  her  Majelly. 
The  Dean  wrote  an  account  of  the  fraud,  and  a  juftifica- 

t-;.-»n  of  hi"felf,    to  the  Counttfs  of  S ,  in  a  letter,  to 

•\rhich  this  is  an  anfwer.  See  one  of  the  counterfeit  Lt- 
ters,  of  the  ZJean's  to  T.ady  S——f  iji  the  volumes  juft 
Mr  Dean  SVift. 
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think  of  my  pleafurc  when  I  entered  the  lift  for 
your  juftification  !  Indeed  I  was  a  little  difcon- 
certed  to  find  Mr  Pope  took  the  fame  fide  ;  for  I 
would  have  had  the  man  of  wit,  the  dignified  di- 
vine, the  Iriih  D  rapier,  to  have  found  no  friend  but 
the  filly  woman  and  the  courtier.  Could  I  have 
preferved  myfelf  alone  in  the  lift,  I  fhould  not 
have  defpaired  that  this  monitor  of  princes,  this 
Iri(h  patriot,  this  excellent  man  of  fpeech  and 
pen,  fhould  have  clofed  the  fcene  under  fufpi- 
cion  of  having  a  violent  paffion  for  Mrs  Barber 

and  Lady  M or  :    Mrs  Haywood  *  has  writ 

the  progrefs  of  it.  Now,  to  my  mortification, 
I  find  every  body  inclined  to  think  you  had  no 
hand  in  writing  thofe  letters.;  but  I  every  day 
thank  Providence  that  there  is  an  epitaph  in  St 
Patrick's  cathedral  f  that  will  be  a  lafting  mo- 
nument of  your  imprudence.  I  cherifh  this  ex- 
tremely ;  for,  fay  what  you  can  to  juftify  it,  I 
am  convinced  I  £hall  as  eafily  argue  the  world 
into  the  belief  of  a  courtier's  fincerity,  as  you 
(with  all  your  wit  and  eloquence)  will  be  able  to 
convince  mankind  of  the  prudence  of  that  action. 
I  expect  to  hear  if  peace  (hall  enfue,  or  war  con- 
tinue between  us.  If  I  know  but  little  of  the 
art  of  war,  you  fee  I  do  not  want  courage  j  and 
that  has  made  many  an  ignorant  foldier  fight 
fuccefbfully.  Befides,  I  have  a  numerous  body 
of  light-armed  troops  to  bring  into  the  field, 
F  f  2  who, 

•  Mrs  H-iywood,  a  well-known  writer  of  fcanda]  in, 
novels. 

t  On  the  <Tu!<e  of  Sci.omberg.  See  the  letter  to  which 
this  5s  an  anfwcr. 
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who,  when  fingle,  may  be  as  inconfiderable  as  a 
Lilliputian,  yet  ten  tfeoufand  of  them  embarraf- 
fcd  Captain  Gulliver.  If  you  fend  honourable 
articles,  they  mall  be  figned.  I  infift  that  you 
own  that  you  have  been  unjuft  to  me  j  for  1  have 
never  forgot  you  ;  for  I  have  made  others  fend 
my  compliments,  becaufe  I  was  not  able  to  write 
myfelf.  If  I  cannot  juftify  the  advice  I  gave  you, 
from  the  fuccefs  of  it,  I  gave  you  my  reafons 
for  it :  and  it  was  your  bufinefs  to  have  judged 
of  my  capacity,  by  the  folidity  of  my  arguments. 
If  the  principle  was  falfe,  you  ought  not  to  have 
a&ed  upon  it.  So  you  have  been  only  the  dupe 
of  your  own  ill  judgment,  and  not  my  falfehood. 
Am  I  to  fend  back  the  crown  and  the  plaid, 
well  packed  up,  in  my  own  character,  and  con- 
tinue very  truly  and  very  much  your  humble 
fervant, 


LETTER      DVII. 

Dub/in,  Oft.  3.  1731. 

IUsuALY  write  to  friends  after  a  paufe  of  a 
.few  weeks,  that  I  may  not  interrupt  them 
in  better  company,  better  thoughts,  and  better 
diverfions.  I  believe  I  have  told  you  of  a  great 
man,  who  faid  to  me,  that  he  never  once  in 
his  life  received  a  good  letter  from  Ireland :  For 
which  there'are  reafons  enough,  without  affront- 
ing our  underftandings  •,  for  there  is  not  one  per- 

fon 


CORRESPONDENCE.       341 

fon  of  this  country,  who  regards  any  events  that 
pafs  here,  unlefs  he  hath  an  eftate  or  employ- 
ment.—  I  cannot  tell  that  you  or  I  ever  gave  the 
leaft  provocation  to  the  prefent  miniftry,  much 
lefs  to  the  court;  and  yet  I  am  ten  times  more 
out  of  favour  than  you.  For  my  own  part,  I  do 
not  fee  the  policy  of  opening  common  letters, 
directed  to  perfons  generally  known  ;  for  a  man's 
underilanding  would  be  very  weak  to  convey 
fecrets  by  the  poft,  if  he  knew  any  ;  which  I  de- 
clare I  do  not :  And  befides,  I  think  the  world 
is  already  fo  well  informed  by  plain  events,  that 
I  queflion  whether  the  miniilers  have  any  fecrets 
at  all.  Neither  would  I  be  under  any  apprehen- 
fion  if  a  letter  fhould  be  fent  me  full  of  treafon"; 
becaufe  I  cannot  hinder  people  from  writing  wh;;t 
they  pleafe,  nor  fending  it  to  me  ;  and  although 
it  fhould  be  difcovered  to  have  been  opened  be- 
fore it  came  to  my  hand,  I  would  only  burn  it, 
and  think  no  further.  I  approve  the  fcheme  you 
have  to  grow  fomewbat  richer,  though  I  agree 
you  will  meet  with  difcouragements ;  and  it  is 
reasonable  you  (hould,  confidering  what  kind  of 
pens  are  at  this  time  only  employed  and  encou- 
raged. For  you  muft  allow  that  the  bad  painter 
was  in  the  right,  who,  having  painted  a  cock, 
drove  away  all  the  cocks  and  hens,  and  even  the 
chickens,  for  fear  thofe  who  palled  by  his  (hop 
might  make  a  comparifon  with  his  work.  And 
I  will  fay  one  thing  in  fpite  of  the  poft-oflicers, 
that  fince  wit  and  learning  began  to  be  made  ufe 
of  in  our  kingdoms,  they  were  never  profefiedly 
F  f  3  thrown 
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thrown  afide,  contemned,  and  punifhed,  till  with- 
in your  own  memory  ;  nor  dulnefs  and  ignorance 
ever  fo  openly  encouraged  and  promoted.  In 
anfwer  to  what  you  fay  of  my  living  among  you, 
if  I  could  do  it  to  my  cafe  ;  perhaps  you  have 
heard  of  a  fcheme  for  an  exchange  in  Berkshire 
propofed  by  two  of  our  friends  ;  but,  befides  the 
difficulty  of  adjufting  certain  circumftances,  it 
•would  not  anfwer.  I  am  at  a  time  of  life  that 
feeks  cafe  and  independence  ;  you  will  hear  my 
reafons  when  you  fee  thofe  friends  ;  and  I  con- 
eluded  them  with  faying,  that  I  would  rather  be 
a  freeman  among  flaves,  than  a  Have  among 
freemen.  The  dignity  of  my  prefent  flation 
damps  the  pertnefs  of  inferior  puppies  and 
'fquires,  which,  without  plenty  and  eafe.on  your 
fide  the  channel,  would  break  my  heart  in  a 
month. 


MADAM, 

See  what  it  is  to  live  where  I  do.  I  am  utter- 
ly ignorant  of  that  fame  Strado  del  Poe  j  and 
yet,  if  that  author  be  againft  lending  or  giving 
money,  I  cannot  but  think  him  a  good  courtier  ; 
\vhichl  am  fure  your  Grace  is  not,  no  not  fo 
much  as  to  be  a  maid  of  honour.-  For  lam  cer- 
tainly informed,  that  you  are  neither  a  free- 
thinker, nor  can  fell  bargains  -,  that  you  can  nei- 
ther fpell,  nor  talk,  nor  write,  nor  think, like  a 
courtier  •,  that  you  pretend  to  be  refpe£led  for 
qualities,  which  have  been  out  of  fafhion  ever 
fmce  you  were  almofl  in  your  cradle  ;  that  your 

contempt 
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contempt  for  a  fine  petticoat  is  an  infallible  ma^k 
of  difaffeftion  ;  which  is  further  confirmed  by 
your  ill  tafte  for  wit,  in  preferring  two  old  fa- 
Ihioned  poets  before  Duck  or  Gibber.  Befides, 
you  fpell  in  fuch  a  manner  as  no  court-lady  can 
read,  and  write  in  fuch  an  old-fafhioned  ftyle  as 

none  of  them  can  underftand You  need  not 

be  in  pain  about  Mr  Gay's  ftock  of  health.  I 
promife  you  he  will  fpend  it  all  upon  lazinefs, 
and  run  deep  in  debt  by  a  winter's  repofe  in 
town;  therefore  I  intreat  your  Grace  will  order 
him  to  move  his  chops  lefs,  and  his  legs  more  the 
fix  cold  months,  elfe  he  will  fpend  all  his  money 
in  phyfic  and  coach-hire.  I  am  in  much  perplex- 
ity about  your  Grace's  declaration,  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  you  difpofe  what  you  call  your  love 
and  refpeft,  which  you  fay  are  not  paid  to  me- 
rit ;  but  to  your  own  humour.  Now,  Madam, 
my  misfortune  is,  that  I  have  nothing  to  plead 
but  abundance  of  merit;  and  there  goes  an  ugly 
obfervation,  that  the  humour  of  ladies  is  apt  to 
change.  Now,  Madam,  if  I  fhould  go  to  Amef- 
bury,  with  a  great  load  of  merit,  and  your  Grace 
happen  to  be  out  of  humour,  and  will  not  pur- 
chafe  my  merchandife  at  the  price  of  your  re- 
fpecl:,  the  goods  may  be  damaged,  and  no  body 
elfe  will  take  them  off  my  hands.  .Befides,  you 
have  declared  Mr  Gay  to  hold  the  firft  part,  and 
I  but  the  fecond  ;  which  is  hard  treatment,  fince 
I  fhall  be  the  neweft  acquaintance  by  fome  years ; 
and  I  will  appeal  to  the  reft  of  your  fex,  whether 
fuch  an  innovation  ought  to  be  allowed.  I  fhall 

be' 
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be  ready  to  fay  in  the  common  form,  that  I  was 
much  obliged  to  the  lady  who  wifhed  fhe  could 
give  me  the  belt  living,  £3V.  if  I  did  not  vehe- 
mently fufpeft  it  was  the  very  fame  lady  who 
i'poke  many  things  to  me  in  the  fame  ftyle ;  and 
alfo  with  regard  to  the  gentleman  at  your  elbow 
when  you  writ,  whofe  dupe  he  was,  as  well  as  of 
her  waiting-woman  :  But  they  were  both  arrant 
knaves,  as  I  told  him,  and  a  third  friend, 
though  they  will  not  believe  it  to  this  day.  I 
defire  to  prefent  my  mcfl  humble  refpe&s  to  my 
Lord  Duke  •,  and  with  my  heartieft  prayer  for 
the  profperity  of  the  whole  family,  remain  your 
Grace's,  fefc. 


LETTER      DVIH. 

LADY   B G TO  DR   SWIFT. 

Nov.  4.  1731. 

I  BELIEVE  in  my  confcience,  that  though  you 
had  anfwered  mine  before,  the  fecond  was 
neverthelcfs  welcome.  So  much  for  your  top- 
fcript,  not  potlfcript  j  and  in  very  fmcere  earned 
I  heartily  thank  you  for  remembering  me  fo  of- 
ten. Since  I  came  out  of  the  country,  my  riding 
days  are  over ;  for  I  never  was  for  your  Hyde- 
Park  courfes,  although  my  courage  ferves  me 
very  well  at  a  hand-gallop  in  the  country  for  fix 
or  feven  miles,  with  one  horfeman,  and  a  ragged 
lad,  a  labourer's  boy,  that  is  to  be  clothed  when 

he 
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he  can  run  faft  enough  to  keep  up  with  my  horle, 
who  has  yet  only  proved  his  dexterity  by  efca- 
ping  from  fchool.  But  my  courage  fails  me  for 
riding  in  town,  where  I  fhould  have  the  happi- 
nefs  to  meet  with  plenty  of  your  very  pretty  fel- 
lows, that  manage  their  own  horfes  to  f^ow  their 
nrr  ;  or  that  thi-nk  a  poftilion's  cap,  with  a  white 
frock,  the  moft  becoming  drefs.  Thefe  and  their 
grooms  I  am  moft  bitterly  afraid  of;  becaufe 
you  muft  know,  if  my  complaifant  friend,  your 
Prefbyterian  houfe-keeper  *,  can  remember  any 
thing  like  fuch  days  with  me,  that  is  a  very  good 
reafon  for  me  to  remember  that  time  is  paft ;  and 
your  toupees  would  rejoice  to  fee  a  horfe  throw 
an  ancient  gentlewoman. 

I  am  forry  to  hear  you  are  no  wifer  ra  Ireland 
than  we  Englifh  ;  for  our  birth-day  was  as  fine 
as  hands  could  make  us  -,  but  I  queftion  much 
whether  we  all  paid  ready  money.  I  mightily 
approve  of  my  Dutchefs's  being  dreffed  in  your 
manufacture  f ;  if  your  ladies  will  follow  her 
example  in  all  things,  they  cannot  do  amifs. 
And  I  dare  fay  you  will  foon  find,  that  the  more 
you  know  of  them  both,  the  better  you  will  like 
them  •,  or  elfe  Ireland  has  ftrangely  depraved 
your  tafte,  and  that  rny  own  vanity  Will  not  let 
me  believe,  fince  you  will  flatter  me. 

Why 

*  Probably  Mfs  \Vhiteway,  whom  S«ift  humonroiifljr 
called  Mrs  Alba  Via. 

f  The  Dutclid's  alfo  appeared  at  the  caftle  in  Dublin, 
wholly  clad  in  the  manufactures  of  Ireland,  on  his  Ma- 
jefty's  birth-day  in  1753,  when  the  Duke  was  a  fesand 
time  Lord  Lieutenant. 
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Why  do  yo  tantalize  me  ?  Let  me  fee  you  in 
England  again  if  you  dare  ;  and  chufe  your  refi- 
dence,  fummer  or  winter,  St  James's  Square,  or 
Drayton,  I  defy  you  in  all  fnapes  ;  be  it  Dean  of 
St  Patrick's  governing  England  or  Ireland,  or  po- 
litician Drapier.  But  my  choice  fliould  be  the 
parfon  in  Lady  Betty's  chamber.  Make  hafte 
then,  if  you  have  a  mind  to  oblige  your  ever  fin- 
cere  and  hearty  old  friend. 


LETTER     DIX. 

MR  GAT,  AND   THE   DUKE   OF 
TO  DR  SWIFT. 

* 

Nov.  8.  1731. 

FOR  about  this  month,  or  fix  weeks  pad,  I 
have  been  rambling  from  home,  or  have 
been  at  what  I  may  not  improperly  call  other 
homes,  at  Dawley  and  at  Twickenham  ;  and  I 
really  think,  at  every  one  of  my  homes,  you  have 
as  good  a  pretenfion  as  myfelf.  For  I  find  them 
all  exceedingly  difappointed  by  the  law-fuit  that 
hath  kept  you  this  fummer  from  us.  Mr  Pope 
told  me  that  affair  was  now  over,  that  you  have 
the  eftate  which  was  your  fecurity  ;  I  wiflv  you 
had  your  own  money;  for  I  \vifh  you  free  from 
every  engagement  that  keeps  us  from  one  another. 
I  think  you  decyphered  the  lad  letter  we  fent  you 
very  judicioufly.  You  may  make  your  own  con- 
ditions at  Amefbury,  where  I  am  at  prefent ;  you 

may 
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may  do  the  fame  at  Dawly  ;  and  Twickenham, 
you  know,  is  your  own.  But  if  you  rather  chufe 
to  live  with  me,  (that  is  to  fay,  if  you  will  give 
up  your  right  and  title),  I  will  purchafe  the  houfe 
you  and  I  ufed  to  difpute  about  over-againft 
Ham  walks,  on  purpofe  to  entertain  you.  Name 
your  day,  and  it  (hall  be  done.  I  have  lived  with 
you,  and  I  with  to  do  fo  again  in  any  place,  and 
upon  any  terms.  The  Dutchefs  does  not  know 
of  my  writing  ;  but  I  promifed  to  acquaint  the 
Duke  the  next  time  I  wrote  to  you,  and  for  aught 
I  know  he  may  tell  the  Dutchefs,  and  (he  may  tell 
Sir  William  Wyndham,  who  is  now  here;  and 
for  fear  they  {hould  all  have  fomething  to  fay  to 
you,  I  leave  the  reft  of  the  paper  till  I  fee  the 
Duke. 

THE  DUKE. 

Mr  Gay  tells  me,  you  feem  to  doubt  what 
authority  my  wife  and  he  have  to  invite  a  per- 
ibn  hither,  who,  by  agreement,  is  to  have  the 
government  of  the  place  during  his  ftayj  when 
at  the  fame  time  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  pre- 
fent  matter  of  thefe  demefnes  hath  been  confult- 
ed  in  it.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  this  :  I  did 
not  know  whether  you  might  not  have  fufpe&ed 
me  for  a  fort  of  a  pert  coxcomb,  had  I  put  in  my 
word  in  the  late  correfpondence  between  you  and 
my  wife.  Latlies  (by  the  courtefy  of  the  world) 
enjoy  privileges  not  allowed  to  men ;  and  in 
many  cafes  the  fame  thing  is  called  a  favour  from 
a  hcly,  which  perhaps  would  be  looked  upon  as 

impertinenc 
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impertinence  from  a  man.  Upon  this  refle&ion, 
have  hither  to  refrained  from  writing  to  you, 
having  never  had  the  pleafure  of  converting  with 
you  otherwife  j  and  as  that  is  a  thing  I  moil  fin- 
cerely  wifh,  I  would  not  venture  to  meddle  in  a 
negociation  that  feemed  to  be  in  fo  fair  a  way  of 
producing  that  defirable  end.  But  our  friend 
John  has  not  done  me  juflice,  if  he  has  never 
mentioned  to  you  how  much  I  wifh  for  the  plea- 
fure of  feeing  you  here  ;  and  though  I  have  not 
till  now  avowedly  taken  any  fteps  towards  bring- 
ing it  about,  what  has  paiTed  conducive  to  it,  has 
been  all  along  with  my  privity  and  confent  ;  and 
I  do  now  formally  ratify  all  the  preliminary  ar- 
ticles and  conditions  agreed  to  on  the  part  of 
my  wife,  and  will  undertake  for  the  due  obfer- 
vance  of  them.  I  depend  upon  my  friend  John 
to  anfwer  for  my  fincerity.  I  Mras  not  long  at 
court.  I  have  been  a  country-gentleman  for 
fome  time. 

Poll  manus  Jub  tifiur  darque  dds  five  nig  ig  gntpite 
gnaros. 


LETTER      DX. 

MR  GAY  TO   DR  SWIFT. 

Dec.  I.  1731, 

YOU  ufed  to  complain  that  Mr  Pope  and  I 
would  not  let  you  fpeak  ;  you  may  now  be 
even  with  me,    and  take  it  out  in  writing.     If 

you 
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you  do  not  fend  to  me  now  and  then,  the  poft- 
ojfice  will  think  me  of  no  confequence,  for  I 
have  no  correfponclent  but  you.  You  may  keep 
ns  far  from  us  as  you  pleafe  :  You  cannot  be 
forgotten  by  thofe  who  ever  knew  you  ;  and 
therefore  pleafe  me,  by  fometimes  {hewing  that 
I  am  not  forgot  by  you.  I  have  nothing  to  take 
me  off  from  my  Iriendfhip  to  you.  I  feek  no 
new  acquaintance,  and  court  no  favour  j  I  fpend 
no  (hillings  in  coaches  or  chairs,  to  levees  or 
great  vifits  ••,  and,  as  I  do  not  want  the  afiiftance 
of  fome  that  I  formerly  converfed  with,  I  will 
not  fo  much  as  feem  to  leek  to  be.  a  dependent. 
As  to  rny  ftudies,  I  have  not  been  entirely  idle, 
though  1  cannot  fay  that  I  have  yet  perfected 
any  thing.  What  I  have  done  is  fomething  in 
the  way  of  thofo  fables  I  have  already  publimed. 
All  the  money  1  get  is  by  faving,  fo  that  by 
habit  there  maybe  fome  hopes  (iO  grow  richer) 
of  rny  becoming  a  mifer.  All  mifers_have  their 
excufes;  the  motive  to  inyparfimony  is  independ- 
ence. If  1  were  to  be  reprefented  by  the  Dut- 
chefs  ({he  is  fuch  a  downright  niggard  for  me), 
this  character  might  not  be  allowed  me  ;  but  I 
really  think  I  am  covetous  enough  for  any  who 
lives  at  the  court-end  of  the  town,  and  who  is 
as  poor  as  myfelf :  for  I  do  not  pretend  that  I 
am  equally  faving  with  S— k.  Mr.  Lewis  de- 
fired  you  might  be  told  that  he  hath  five  pounds 
of  yours  in  his  hands,  which  he  fancies  you  may 
have  forgot;  for  he  will  hardly  allow  that  a 
verfe-man  can  have  a  juft  knowledge  of  his  own 
VOL.  XVI.  G  g  affairs. 
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affairs.  When  you  got  rid  of  your  law-fuit,  I 
was  in  hopes  that  you  had  got  your  own,  and 
was  free  from  every  vexation  of  the  law  ;  but 
Mr  Pope  tells  me  you  are  not  endrely  out  of 
your  perplexity,  though  you  have  the  fecurity 
now  in  your  own  pofleflion.  But  ftill  your  cafe 
is  not  fo  bad  as  Captain  Gulliver's,  who  was  ruin- 
ed by  having  a  decree  for  him  with  cofts.  I  have 
had  an  injunction  for  me  againft  pirating  book- 
fellers  ;  which  I  am  fure  to  get  nothing  by,  and 
will,  I  fear,  in  the  end  drain  me  of  fome  money. 
When  I  began  this  profecution,  I  fancied  there 
would  be  fome  end  of  it ;  but  the  law  Hill  goes 
on  ;  and  it  is  probable  I  mall  fome  time  or  o- 
ther  fee  an  attorney's  bill  as  long  as  the  book. 
Poor  Duke  Difney  is  dead,  and  hath  left  what 
he  had  among  his  friends ;  among  whom  are 
Lord  Bolingbroke  500  1. ;  Mr.  Pelham  500  1. ; 
Sir  William  Wyndham's  youngeit  fon  500  lj 
Gen.  Hill  500  1. ;  lord  Maflam's  fon  500  1. 

You  have  the  good  wifhes  of  thofe  I  con- 
verfe  with.  They  know  they  gratify  me,  when 
they  remember  you ;  but  I  really  think  they  do 
it  purely  for  your  own  fake.  I  am  fatisfied  with 
the  love  and  friendfliip  of  good  men,  and  envy 
not  the  demerits  of  thofe  who  are  moft  confpicu- 
oufly  diftinguifhed.  Therefore  as  I  fet  a  juft 
value  upon  your  friendlhip,  you  cannot  pleafe 
me  more,  than  by  letting  me  now  and  then  know 
that  you  remember  me  ;  the  only  fatisfaction  of 
diftant  friends! 

P.  S.  Mr 
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P.  S.  Mr  Gay's  is  a  good  letter,  mine  will 
be  a  very  dull  one ;  and  yet  what  you  will  think 
the  word  of  it,  is  what  fhould  be  its  excufe,  that 
I  write  in  a  head-ach  that  has  lafted  three  days. 
I  am  never  ill  but  I  think  of  your  ailments,  and 
repine  that  they  mutually  hinder  our  being  to- 
gether :  though  in  one  point  I  am  apt  to  differ 
from  you  ;  for  you  fhun  your  friends  when  you 
are  in  thofe  circumftances,  and  I  defire  them  ; 
your  way  is  the  more  generous,  mine  the  more 

tender.     Lady took  your  letter  very  kindly ; 

for  I  had  prepared  her  to  expect  no  anfwer  un- 
der a  twelvemonth  j  but  kindnefs  perhaps  is  a 
word  not  applicable  to  courtiers.  However,  fhe 
is  an  extraordinary  woman  there,  who  will  do  you 
common  juftice.  For  God's  fake,  why  all  this 

fcruple  about  Lord  B '  s  keeping  your  horfes, 

who  has  a  park  j  or  about  my  keeping  you  on  a 
pint  of  wine  a- day?  We  are  infinitely  richer 
than  you  imagine.  John  Gay  fhall  help  me  to 
entertain  you,  though  you  come  like  King  Lear 

with  fifty  knights. Though  fuch  profpedts  as 

I  wifh  cannot  now  be  formed,  for  fixing  you  with 
us,  time  may  provide  better  before  you  part  a- 
gain.  The  old  Lord  may  die,  the  benifice  may 
drop,  or,  at  worft,  you  may  carry  me  into  Ire- 
land. You  will  fee  a  work  of  Lord  B 's,  and 

one  of  mine  ;  which,  with  a  juft  neglect  of  the 
prefent  age,  eonfult  only  pofterity  •,  and,  with  a 
noble  fcorn  of  politics,  afpire  to  philofophy.  I  am 
glad  you  refolve  to  meddle  no  more  with  the  low 
concerns  and  interefts  of  parties,  even  of  coun- 
G  g  2  x  tries, 
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tries,  (for  countries  are  but  larger  parties.)  QtiiJ 
"jfrutn  atque  decenst  curare^  et  rogare,  nojjnim  fit. 
I  am  much  pleafed  with  your  defign  upon  Roche- 
foucault's  maxim"  ;  pray  fmiih  it*.  I  am  happy 
whenever  you  join  our  names  together.  So 
would  Dr  Arbuthnott  be  :  But  at  this  time  he 
can  be  pleafed  with  nothing  ;  for  his  darling  fon 
is  dying  in  all  probability,  by  the  melancholy  ac- 
count I  received  this  morning. 

The  paper  you  aflc  me  about  is  of  little  value. 

might  have  been  a  feafonable  fatire  upon  the 
fcandalous  language  and  paflion  with  which  men 
of  condition  have  (looped  to  treat  one  another. 
Surely  they  facrifice  too  much  to  the  people, 
when  they  facrifi.ce  their  own  characters,  fami- 
lies, &c.  to  the  diverfion  of  that  rabble  of  read- 
ers. I  agree  with  you  in  my  contempt  of  moil 
popularity,  fame,  tsV.  Even  r.s  a  writer  I  am  cool 
in  it ;  and  whenever  you  fee  what  I  am  now- 
writing,  you  will  be  convinced  I  would  pleafe  but 
a  few,  and  if  I  could,  make  mankind  lefs  ad- 
mirers, and  greater  reafoners  f.  I  ftudy  much 
more  to  render  my  own  portion  of  being  eafy,  and 
to  keep  this  peevifh  frame  of  the  human  body  in 
good  humour.  Infirmities  have  not  quite  unman- 

ed 

*  The  poem  »n  his  ovrn  death,  formed  vipon  a  maxim  of" 
JVochefoucault ;  it  is  one  of  the  beft  of  his  performances, 
but  very  charatteriaic.  Warb.  Vol.  IX-  p  266. 

t  The  poem  he  means  is  the  EiFaV  on  Man.  But  this 
point  he  could  never  gain.  His  reader  would  almirt  his 
poetry  in  fpite  of  him,  an-1  would  not  uudcrftaml  his 
reafoniitg  after  all  his  pains.  Wt>f'.. 
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ed  me  ;  and  it  will  delight  you  to  hear  they  are 
not  increafed,  though  not  diminifhed.  I  thank 
God,  I  do  not  very  much  want  people  to  attend  me, 
though  my  mother  now  cannot.  ^When  I  am 
fick,  I  lie  down  ;  when  I  am  better,  I  rife  up :  I 
am  ufed  to  the  head-ach,  &c.  If  greater  pains 
arrive,  (fuch  as  my  late  rheumatifm),  the  fer- 
vants  bathe  and  plaifter  me,  or  the  furgeon  fca- 
rifies  me  ;  and  I  bear  it,  becaufe  I  muft.  This 
is  the  evil  of  nature,  not  of  fortune.  I  am  juft 
now  as  well  as  when  you  was  here :  I  pray  God 
you  were  no  worfe.  I  fincerely  wifh  my  life 
were  pall  near  you  ;  and,  fuch  as  it  is,  I  would 

not  repine  at  it. All  you  mention  remember 

-you,  and  wifh  you  here. 


LETTER      DXI. 

MR     ROBERT      ARBUTHNOTT      MERCHANT, 
TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Rouen,  Jan.  2.  1732. 

I  HAVE  flattered  myfelf  thefe  many  years, 
that  vapours  or  company  would  have  brought 
you  over  feas  to  Spaw,  or  to  fome  fuch  place, 
and  that  you  would  have  taken  Paris  in  your 
way  ;  and  fo  I  fhoukl  have  had  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  you  in  fome  plac^  cf  my  own.  I  wonder 
much  that  a  perfon  of  fo  much  good  humour 
can  let  yourfelf  grow  old,  or  die  without  feeing 
forne  other  country  than  your  own.  I  am  not 
quite  fo  wicktu  as  to  \\l\\\  you  any  real  illnefs  to 
C  g  3  bring 
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bring  you  to  us,  though  I  fhould  not  be  forry  that 
you  thought  you  had  need  of  the  change  of  air. 
I  wifh  you  a  happy  new-year,  and  many  more  j, 
and  (whatever  intereft  I  have  againft  it)  good 
health,  and  profperity,  and  every  thing  that  I 
can  wifh.  to  one  that  I  much  honour  and  efteem. 

I  recommend  to  your  friendfhip  and  acquain- 
tance the  bearer,  Mr.  Delamere.  His  brother, 
now  dead,  has  been  with  you  in  Ireland  :  and 
this  gentlemaii  deferves  from  me  all  the  kint!- 
nefs  my  friends  can  fliew  him.  Adieu,  dear  iSir. 
If  I  can  ferve  you  in  any  thing  command  me  al- 
ways, for  I  am  with  great  efteem  your  moil 
humble  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

ROB.    ARBUTHNOTT. 


LETTER     DXII. 

DR   ARBUTHNOTT   TO'  DR   SWIFT. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,        Lond.  Jan.  13.  1732. 

I  HAD  the  pleafure  of  receiving  one  from  you 
by  Mr  *.  I  thank  you  for  the  op- 
portunity it  gave  me  of  being  acquainted  with  a 
very  agreeable  ingenious  man.  I  value  him  very 
much  for  his  mufic,  which  you  give  yourfelf  aw 
air  of  contemning ;  and  I  think  I  treated  him  in 
that  way  to- a  degree  of  furprife. 

I 

•  '  Prnbatily  the  Reverend  Mr.  Pilkington,   vrho  came 
«ver  to  be  chaplain    to   Aiicrmau    Barber,    when    Lord 
of  Loiiilqn.' 
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I  have  had  but  a  melancholy  lorrowful  life 
for  fome  time  paft,  having  loft  my  dear  child, 
whofe  life,  if  it  had  fo  pleafed  God,  I  would  wil- 
lingly have  redeemed  with  my  own.  1  thank 
God  for.  a  new  leflbn  of  fub  million-  to  his  will, 
and  likewife  for  what  he  hath  left  me. 

We  have  all  had  another  lofs  of  our  worthy 
and  dear  friend  Mr  Gay  *.  It  was  fome  allevi- 
ation of  my  grief  to  fee  him  fo  univerfally  la- 
mented by  almuft  every  body,  even  by  thofe  who 
knew  him  only  by  reputation.  He  was  interred 
at  Weilrniniter- Abbey,  as  if  he  had  been  a  peer 
of  the  realm  ;  and  the  good  Duke  of  Qtieenf- 
berry,  who  lamented  him  as  a  brother,  will  fet 
up  a  handfome  monument  upon  him.  Thefe 
are  little  affronts  put  upon  vice  and  injuftice, 
and  it  is  all  that  remains  in  our  power.  1  believe 
the  Beggar's  Opera,  and  what  he  had  to  come 
upon  the  ilage,  will  make  the  fum  of  the  diver- 
fions  of  the  town  for  fome  time  to  come.  Curll 
(who  is  one  of  the  new  terrors  of  death)  has 
been  writing  letters  to  every  body  for  memoirs 
of  his  life.  I  was  for  fending  him  fome,  particu- 
larly an  account  of  his  difgrace  at  court,  which 
I  am  fure  might  have  been  made  entertaining: 
by  which  I  fhould  have  attained  two  ends  at 
once,  pubh'fhed  truth,  and  got  a  rafcal  whipped 
for  it.  I  was  over-ruled  in  this.  •  I  wifh  you 
had  been  here,  though  I  think  you  are  in  a  bet- 
ter country.  I  fancy  to  inyfelf,  that  you  have 
fome  virtue  and  honour  left,  fome  fmall  regard 

for 

'  Tic  died  CcccmBcr  the  4th,  1732. 
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for  religion.  Perhaps  Chriflianity  may  laft  with 
you  at  lead  twenty  or  thirty  years  longer.  You 
have  no  companies  or  ftock-jobbing,  are  yet  free 
of  excifes  ;  you  are  not  infulted  in  your  poverty, 
^and  told  with  &.fneer,  that  you  are  a  rich  and  a 
thriving  nation.  Everyman,  that  takes  neither 
place  nor  penfion,  is  not  deemed  with  you  a 
rogue,  and  an  enemy  to  his  country. 

Your  friends  of  my  acquaintance  are  in  tple- 
rable  good  health.  Mr  Pope  has  his  ufual  com- 
plaints of  head-ach  and  indigeftion,  I  think, 
more  than  formerly.  He  really  leads  ibmetimes 
a  very  irregular  life,  that  is,  lives  with  people 
of  fuperior  health  and  ftrength.  You  will  fee 
fome  new  things  of  his,  equal  to  any  of  his  for- 
mer productions.  He  has  affixed  to  the  new  e- 
dition  of  his  .punciad,  a  royal  declaration  againit 
the  haberdafhers  of  points  and  particles,  aflum- 
ing  the  title  of  critics  and  reftorers,  wherein  he 
declares  that  he  has  revifed  carefully  this  his 
Dunciad,  beginning  and  ending  fo  and  fo,  con- 
fiding of  fo  many  lines,  and  declares  this  edi- 
tion to  be  the  true  reading ;  and  it  is  figned  by 
John  Barber,  Major  civitath  Londini. 

I  remember  you,  with  your  friends,  who  are 
my  neighbours  :  they  all  long  to  fee  you.  As 
for  news,  there  is  nothing  here  talked  of  but  the 
new  fcheme  of  excife.  You  may  remember 
that  a  miniftry  in  the  (Queen's  time,  pofleiTed  of 
her  Majefty,  the  parliament,  army,  fleet,  trea- 
fury,  confederates,  &V.  put  all  to  the  ted,  by 
an  experiment  of  a  fiily  project  of  the  trial  of  a 

poor 
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poor  parfon  *.  The  fame  game,  in  my  mind,  is 
playing  over  again,  from  a  wantonnefs  of  power. 
Miraberis  quam  pane  a  fapientia  mundus  regitur. 
I  have  confidered  the  grievance  of  your  wine  : 
the  friend  that  defigned  you  good  wine  was  ab- 
ufed  by  an  agent  that  he  intruded  this  affair  to. 
It  was  not  this  gentleman's  brother,  whofe  name 
is  Delamere,  to  whom  ihew  what  friendfhip  you 
can. 

My  neighbour  the  profe-man  is  wifer,  and 
more  cowardly  arid  defpairing  than  ever.  He 
talks  me  into  a  fit  of  vapours  twice  or  thrice  a- 
week.  I  dream  at  night  of  a  chain,  and  rowing 
in  the  gallics.  But,  thank  God,  he  has  not  ta- 
ken from  me  the  freedom  I  havejbeen  accuftom- 
ed  to  in  my  difcourfe,  (even  with  the  greateft 
perfons  to  whom  I  have  accefs),  in  defending  the 
caufe  of  liberty,  virtue,  and  religion  :  for  the  laft, 
I  have  the  fatisfaction  of  fuiTviing  fome  ihare  of 
the  ignominy  that  belonged  to  the  firft  confef- 
fors.  This  has  been  my  lot  from  a  fteady  refo« 
lution  I  have  taken  of  giving  thefe  ignorant  im- 
pudent fellows  battle  upon  all  occasions.  My 
family  fend  you  their  beft  wifhes,  and  a  happy 
nen'-year  •,  and  none  can  do  it  more  heartily  than 
myfelf,  who  am,  with  the  mod  fincere  rtfpccl, 
your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant. 

LETTER 

*  Sadie  verel. 
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LETTER      DXIII. 

LADY     B G TO   DR    SWIFT. 

Feb.   8.  1732. 

I  RECEIVED  your's  of  the  8th  of  January  but 
laft  week,  fo  find  it  has  lain  long  on  the  road 
after  the  date.  It  was  brought  me  whilil  at  din- 
ner, that  very  lady  fitting  clofe  to  me,  whom 
you  feem  to  think  fuch  an  abfolute  courtier  *. 
She  knew  your  hand,  and  inquired  much  after 
you,  as  (lie  always  doesj  but  I,  finding  her  name 
frequently  mentioned,  not  with  that  kindnefs  I 
am  fure  (he  deferves,  put  it  into  my  pocket 
with  filence  and  furprife.  Indeed,  were  it  in 
peoples  power  that  live  in  a  court  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  favour,  to  do  all  they  defire  for  their 
friends,  they  might  deferve  their  anger,  and  be 
blamed,  when  it  does  not  happen  right  to  their 
minds  ;  but  that,  I  believe,  never  was  the  cafe 
of  any  one  ;  and  in  this  particular  of  Mr  Gay, 
thus  far  1  know,  and  fo  far  I  will  anfwer  for, 
that  (he  was  under  very  great  concern,  that  no- 
thing better  could  be  got  for  him  :  The  friend- 
fhip  upon  all  other  occafions  in  her  own  power, 
that  fhe  {hewed  him,  did  not  look  like  a  double- 
dealer. 

As  to  that  part  concerning  yourfelf  and  her, 
I  fuppofe  it  is  rapwant  of  comprehenfion,  that 
I  cannot  find  out  why  fhe  was  to  blame  to  give 

you 

*   The  Countefs  of  S 
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you  advice,  when  you  aflced  it,  that  had  all  the. 
appearance  of  fincerity,  good-nature,  and  right 
judgment.  And  if,  after  that,  the  court  did  not 
do  what  you  wanted,  and  (he  both  believed  and 
wiflied  they  would,  was  it  her  fault  ?  At  leaft, 
I  cannot  find  out  that  you  have  hitherto  proved 
it  upon  her.  And  though  you  fay  you  lament- 
ed the  hour  you  had  feen  her,  yet  I  cannot  tell 
how  to  fuppofe  that  your  good  fenfe  and  juftice 
can  impute  any  thing  to  her  ;  becaufe  it  did  not 
fall  out  juft  as  fhe  endeavoured,  and  hoped  it 
would. 

As  to  your  creed  in  politics,  I  will  heartily  and 
fincerely  fubfcribe  to  it,  —That  I  deteft  avarice 
in  courts  ;  corruption  in  ministers;  fchifms  in 
religion  ;  illiterate  fawning  betrayers  of  the 
church  in  mitres.  Butj$it  the  fame  time,  I  pro- 
digioufly  want  an  infallible  judge,  to  determine 
when  it  is  really  fo  :  For  as  I  have  lived  longer 
in  the  world,  and  feen  many  changes,  I  know 
thofe  out  of  power  and  place  always  fee  the  faults 
of  thofe  in,  with  dreadful  large  fpeclacles  ;  and 
I  dare  fay,  you  know  many  inflanccs  of  it  in 
Lord  Oxford's  time.  But  the  ftrongeft  in  my 

memory  is  Sir  R W ,    being 

firft  pulled  to  pieces  in  the  year  1720,  becaufe 
the  South-Sea  did  not  rife  high  enough  ;  and 
fince  that,  he  has  been  to  the  full  as  well  bang- 
ed about,  becaufe  it  did  rife  too  high.  So  ex- 
perience has  taught  me,  how  wrong,  unjuft,  and 
fenfelefs  party-factions  are  ;  therefore  I  am  de- 
termined never  wholly  to  believe  any  fide  of  par- 
ty 
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tyagaind  the  other  :  And  to  fhew  that  I  will  net, 
as  my  friends  are  in  and  out  of  all  fides,  fo  ray 
houfe  receives  them  all  together;  andthofe  peo- 
ple meet  here,  that  have,  and  would  fight  in  any 
other  place.  Thofe  of  them  that  have  greal 
and  good  qualities  and  virtues  1  love  and  ad- 
mire ;  in  which  number  is  Lady  ;  and  I 

do  like  and  love  her,  becaufe  I  believe,  and  as 
far  as  I  am  capable  of  judging,  know  her  to  be 
a  wife,  difcreet,  honeft,  and  fincere  courtier,  who 
will  promife  no  farther  than  fhe  can  perform, 
and  will  always  perform  what  (he  does  promife  : 
So  now  you  have  my  creed  as  to  her  *. 

I  thought  I  had  told  you  in  my  laft,  at  leaft  I 
am  fure  I  defigned  it,  that  I  defire  you  would 
do  juft  as  you  like  about  the  monument ;  and 
then  it  will  be  moft  undoubtedly  approved  by 
your  moft  fincere  and  faithful  fervant. 


LETTER       DXIV. 

THE   DUTCHESS    OF    TO     DR     SWJFT. 

SIR,  Feb.    21.    1732. 

SOON  after  the  death  of  our  friend  Mr  Gay, 
I  found  myfalf  more  inclined  to  write  to 
you,   than   to  allow  myfelf  any  other  enter,tam- 
ment.     But  confidering  that  might  draw  you  in- 
to 

*  This  fpirited    defence  of  lady ,  againft  a  man 

of  Swift's  ability  and  ailpofuion,  does  Lady  B-  G.  more 
Honour  tlian  flic  would  have  deferred  by  writing  the  bcit 
fatire  againft  ail  the  courts  and  courtiers  ill  the  world. 
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to  a  correfpondence,  that  mod  likely  might  be 
difagreeable,  I  left  off  all  thoughts  of  this  kind, 
till  Mr  Pope  fhe\ved  me  your  letter  to  him, 
which  encourages  me  to  hope  we  may  converfe 
together  as  ufual :  By  which  advantage,  I  will 
not  defpair  to  obtain  in  reality  fome  of  thofe  good 
qualities,  you  fay,  I  feem  to  have.  I  am  confci- 
ous  of  only  one,  that  is,  being  an  apt  fcholar; 
and  if  I  have  any  good  in  me,  I  certainly  learn- 
ed it  infenfibly  of  our  poor  friend,  as  children 
do  any  flrange  language.  It  is  not  poflible  to  i- 
magine  the  lofs  his  death  is  to  me  ;  but  as  long 
as  I  have  any  memory,  the  happinefs  of  ever  ha- 
ving hadfuch  a  friend  can  never  be  loft  to  me. 

As  to  himfelf,  he  knew  the  world  too  well  to 
regret  leaving  it  j  and  the  world  in  general 
knew  him  too  little  to  value  him  as  they  ought. 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  my  friend,  to  do  him  the 
jullice,  to  allure  you,  he  had  a  moft  perfect  and 
fincere  regard  for  you.  I  have  learned  a  good 
deal  of  his  way  of  thinking  on  your  account; 
fo  that  if  at  any  time  you  have  any  commands 
in  this  part  of  the  world,  you  will  do  me  a  plea- 
fure  to  employ  me,  as  you  would  him  :  And  I 
lhail  wi(h  it  could  ever  be  in  my  power  to  ferve 

you  in  any  thing  effential.    The  Duke  of 

moaned  to  write,  if  I  had  not,  concerning  your 
money-affairs.  We  both  thought  of  it,  as  foon 
as  we  could  of  any  thing;  and  if  you  will  only 
write  word  what  you  would  have  done  with  it, 
great  care  (hall  be  taken,  according  to  your  or- 
der. I  differ  wkh  you  extremely,  that  you  are 

VOL.  XVI.  H  h  in 


362         DEAN    S  W  I  F  T's 

in  any  likelihood  of  dying  poor  or  friendlefs  : 
The  world  can  never  grow  fo  worthlefs.  I  again 
differ  with  you,  that  it  is  poffible  to  comfort  one's 
felf  for  the  lofs  of  friends,  as  one  does  upon  the 
lofs  of  money.  I  think  I  could  live  on  very  lit- 
tle, nor  think  myfelf  poor,  or  be  thought  fo, 
but  a  little  friend fhip  could  never  fatisfy  one  ; 
and  I  could  never  expect  to  find  fuch  another 
fupport  as  my  poor  friend.  In  almoft  every 
thing,  but  friends,  another  of  the  fame  name 
may  do  as  well;  but  friend  is  more  than  a  name, 
if  it  be  any  thing. 

Your  letter  touched  me  extremely  ;  it  gave  me 
a  melancholy  pleafure.  I  feel  much  more  than 
you  wrote,  and  more  than,  I  hope,  you  will  con- 
tinue to  feel.  As  you  can  give  Mr  Pope  good 
advice,  pray  praclife  it  yourfelf.  As  you  can- 
not lengthen  your  friend's  days,  I  muft  beg  you, 
in  your  own  words,  net  to  fhorten  your  own  : 
For  I  do  full  well  know  by  experience,  that 
health  and  happinefs  depend  on  good  fpirits. 
Mr  Pope  is  better  in  both  this  year,  than  I  have 
feen  him  a  good  while.  This  you'll  believe,  un- 
lefs  he  has  told  you  what  he  tells  me,  that  I  am 
his  greateft  flatterer.  I  hope  that  news  has  not 
reached  you  ;  for  nothing  is  more  plenfant  than. 
to  believe  what  one  wifhes.  I  wifh  to  be  your 
friend  ;  I  wifh  you  to  be  mine ;  I  wiih  you  may 
not  be  tired  with  this  ;  I  wHh  to  hear  from  you 
foon;  and  all  this  in  order  to  be  my  own  flat- 
terer. I  will  believe. — I  never  write  my  name. 
— I  hope  you  have  no  averfion  to  blots. 

Since 
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Since  I  wrote  this,  the  Duke  of bids  me 

tell  you,  that  if  you  have  occafion  for  the  mo- 
ney, you  need  only  draw  upon  him,  and  he 
will  pay  the  money  to  your  order.  He  will 
take  care  to  have  the  account  of  intereft  fet- 
tled and  made  up  to  you.  He  will  take  this 
upon  himfelf,  that  you  may  have  no  trouble 
in  this  affair. 

LETTER     DXV. 

DR  SWIFT    TO   THE  DUTCHESS  OF  — — . 

MADAM,  March  2o.  1732. 

I  HAD  lately  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  your 
Grace,  which  was  dated  juil  a  month  before 
it  came  to  my  hand,  and  the  ten  days  fince  I  have 
been  much  difordered  with  a  giddinefs  that  I 
have  been  long  fubje&  to  at  uncertain  times. 
This  hindered  me  from  an  acknowledgement  of 
the  great  favour  you  have  done  me.  The  great- 
eft  unhnppinefs  of  my  life  is  grown  a  comfort 
under  the  death  of  my  friend  *,  I  mean,  my 
banifhment  in  thismiferable  country^  for  the  dif- 
tance  I  am  at,  and  the  defpair  I  have  of  ever 
feeing  my  friends,  further  than  by  a  fummer's 
vifit:  and  this,  fo  late  in  my  life,  fo  uncertain  in 
my  health,  and  fo  embroiled  in  my  little  affairs, 
may  probably  never  happen;  fo  that  my  lofs  is 
not  fo  great  as  that  of  his  other  friends,  who 
had  it  always  in  their  power  to  converfe  with 
him.  Bat  1  chiefly  lament  your  Grace's  misfor- 
H  h  2  '  tune, 

•  Mr  Gay. 
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tune,  becaufe  I  greatly  fear,  with  all  the  virtues 
and  perfections  which  can  poffibly  acquire  the 
higheft  veneration  to  a  mortal  creature  from  the 
•worthiefl  of  human  kind,  you  will  never  be  a- 
ble  to  procure  another  fo  ufeful,  fo  fincere,  fo 
virtuous,  fo  difinterefted,  fo  entertaining,  fo  eafy, 
and  fo  humble  a  friend,  as  that  perfon  whole 
death  all  good  men  lament.  I  turn  to  your  letter, 
and  find  your  Grace  hath  the  fame  thoughts. 
Lofs  of  friends  hath  been  called  a  tax  upon  long 
life,  and,  what  is  woife,  it  is  then  too  late  to  get 
others,  if  they  were  to  be  had,  for  the  younger 
ones  are  all  engaged.  I  fhall  never  differ  from 
you  in  any  thing  longer,  than  till  you  declare 
your  opinion  ;  becaufe  I  never  knew  you  -wrong 
in  any  thing,  except  your  condescending  to  have 
any  regard  for  me  j  and  therefore  all  you  fay  up- 
on the  fubje£t  of  friendlhip,  I  heartily  allow. 
But  I  doubt  you  are  a  perverter  i  for  fure  I  was 
never  capable  of  comparing  the  lofs  of  friends 
with  the  lofs  of  money.  I  think  we  never  la- 
ment the  death  of  a  friend  upon  his  own  account, 
but  merely  on  account  of  his  friends,  or  the 
public,  or  both  ;  and  his,  for  a  perfon  in  private 
life,  was  as  great  as  poffible.  How  finely  you 
preach  to  us  who  are  going  out  of  the  world, 
to  keep  our  fpirits,  without  informing  us  where 
\ve  fhall  find  materials  !  Yet  I  have  my  flatterers 
too,  who  tell  me,  I  am  allowed  to  have  retained 
more  fpirits  than  hundreds  of  others  who  are 
richer,  younger,  and  healthier  than  myfelf, 
•which,  conddering  a  thoufund  mortifications, 

added 
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added  to  the  perfect  ill-will  of  every  creature 
in  power,  I  take  to  be  a  high  point  of  merit,  as 
well  as  an  implicit  obedience  to  your  Grace's 
commands.  Neither  are  thofe  fpirits  (fuch  as 
they  be)  in  the  leaft  broken  by  the  honour  of 
lying  under  the  fame  circumftances  with  a  cer- 
tain great  perfon,  %  horn  I  {hall  not  name,  of  be- 
ing in  difgrace  at  court.  I  will  excufe  your 
blots  upon  paper,  becaufe  they  are  the  only  blots 
that  you  ever  did,  or  ever  will  make  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  your  life.  I  am  content,  upon 
your  petition,  to  receive  the  Duke  and  your 
Grace  for  my  ftewards  for  that  immenfe  fum  ; 
and,  in  proper  time,  I  may  come  to  thank  you,  as 
a  king  does  the  commons,  for  your  loyal  bene- 
volence. In  the  mean  while,  I  humbly  intreat 
your  Grace,  that  the  money  may  lie  where  you 
pleafe,  till  I  prefume  to  trouble  you  with  a  bill, 
as  my  Lord  Duke  allows  me. 

One  thing  I  find,  that  you  are  grown  very 
touchy  fmce  I  loft  the  dear  friend  who  was  my 
fupporter  -,  fo  that  perhaps  you  may  expeft  I 
fhall  be  very  careful  how  I  offend  you  in  words, 
wherein  you  will  be  much  miftaken  ;  for  I  fhall 
become  ten  times  worfe  after  correction.  It 
fcems  Mr  Pope,  like  a  treacherous  gentleman, 
fhewed  you  my  letter,  wherein  I  mention  good 
qualities  that  youfeem  to  have.  You  have  under- 
flroaked  that  offenfive  word,  to  fhew  it  ihould  be 
printed  in  Italic.  What  could  I  fay  more  ?  I  ne- 
ver faw  your  perfon  fmce  you  were  a  girl,  ex- 
cept once  in  the  dark  (to  give  you  a  bull  of  this 
country)  in  a  walk  next  the  Mall.  Your  letters 
H  h  3  may 
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may  poflibly  be  falfe  copies  of  your  mind  ;  and 
the  universal,  almoft  idolatrous  elteem  you  have 
forced  from  every  perfon  in  the  two  kingdoms, 
who  have  the  lead  regard  for  virtue,  may  have 
been  only  procured  by  a  peculiar  art  of  your  own, 
I  mean  that  of  bribing  all  wife  and  good  men  to 
be  your  flatterers.  My  literal  millakes  are  worfe 
than  your  blots.  I  am  fubjecl:  to  them  by  a  fort 
of  infirmity  wherein  I  have  few-fellow  fufterers  : 
I  mean,  that  my  heart  runs  before  my  pen,  which 
it  will  ever  do  in  a  great  degree,  as  long  as  I  am 
a  fervant  to  your  Grace,  I  mean  to  the  laft  hour 
of  my  life  and  fenfes.  I  am  with  the  greateft  re- 
fpecr,,  and  utmoft  gratitude,  Madam,  your  Grace's 
moft  obedient,  moll  obliged,  and  moil  humble 
fervant. 

I  defire  to  prefent  my  moft  humble  refpe&s 

and  thanks  to  my  Lord  Duke  of For 

•a  man  of  my  level,  I  have  as  bad  a  name  ai- 
med as  I  defire  -,  and  pray  God  that  thofe  who 
give  it  me  may  never  have  reafon  to  give  me 
a  better. 

LETTER    DXVI. 

LORD  C TO    DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  March  13.  1732. 

I  HAD  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the    ipth 
of  February.     A  gentleman   left    it   at  my 
door.     I  have  not  heard  from  him  fince,  though 
lie  faid  he  would  call  again,  and  who  he  is  I  don't 

know-. 
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know.  I  fhewed  it  to  my  wife  and  Lady  Wor- 
fley,  who  will  not  fail  to  obey  your  commands, 
and  teafe  me,  if  I  could  be  forgetful  of  your  or- 
ders, to  attend  the  caufe  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
when  it  comes  into  the  houfe.  I  know  by  ex- 
perience, how  much  that  city  thinks  itfelf  under 
your  protection,  and  how  itri£lly  they  ufed  to 
obey  all  orders  fulminated  from  the  fovereignty 
of  St  Patrick's.  I  never  doubted  their  compli- 
an  'e  with  you  in  fo  trivial  a  point  as  a  recorder  *. 
You  can  give  any  one  law  and  capacity  in  half 
an  hour;  and  if  by  chance  a  rake  fhould  get 
thofe  faculties  any  other  way,  you  can  make  the 
worthy  citizens  believe  he  has  them  not ;  and  you 
can  fuftain  any  machine  in  a  furred  gown. 

I  thank  you  for  the  letter  by  Mr  Pilkington  jr. 
I  have  feen  him  twice  at  a  great  entertainment 
at  my  Lord  Mayor's,  where  you  was  the  firft 
toaft.  I  like  the  young  man  very  well,  and  he 
has  great  obligations  to  you,  of  which  he  feem* 
fenfible. 

I  hope  Dr  Delaney  is  well,  and  that  you  fee 
one  another  often,  and  then  the  DocTtor  won't 
have  leifure  to  purfue  his  diflertations  J,  or  to 
anfwer  the  reverend  prelate  on  your  fide,  who  I 

hear 

•  Mr  Stanard  was  about  this  time  chofen  recorder  of 
this  citv  of  Dublin,  chiefly  at  the  recommendation  of 
Dr  Swift. 

t  H uft> and   of  the  celebrated  Mrs   Letitia  Pilkington. 
Alderman  Berber  was  this  v»-ar  Lord  Mayor,    and  having 
<oinplimented   the    Dean   with    the    nomination   of    his 
chaplain,  the  Dean  nominated  Mr  Pilkington. 
J  '  Revelation  examined  with  Candour'. 
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hear  has  anfwered  him.  As  I  have  not  read  the 
tlifTertations,  fo  I  (hall  not  read  the  anfwer ; 
\V-hich  1  hope,  without  offence,  I  may  fuppofe 
to  be  your  cafe.  If  fo,  I  hope  you  will  endea- 
vour to  keep  me  well  with  the  Doctor,  who  took 
it  a  little  unkindly  of  me,  that  I  would  fhut  my 
eyes  to  fuch  revelation  fo  demonftrated.  I  have 
a  great  efteem  for  him,  to  which  nothing  that 
he  can  write  upon  thofe  fubje&s  can  make  any 
addition  ;  and  therefore,  I  would  run  no  rifts 
as  to  altering  my  opinion  of  him  by  reading  his 
books. 

That  health  and  profperity  may  attend  ycu, 
is  my  fincefe  wifh  ;  and  I  intreat  you  to  believe 
that  I  am,  with  great  truth,  Sir,  your  moft 
humble  and  obedient  fervant. 

The  whole  family  of  my  ladies  fend  their  com- 
pliments. 


LETTER      DXVII. 

MR   GAY   TO   DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  \_Received  April  12.  1732. 3 

I  HOPE  this  unlucky  accident  of  hurting  your 
leg  will  not  prevent  your  coming  to  us  this 
fpring,  though  you  fay  nothing  about  it.  All 
your  friends  expect  it,  and  particularly  my  land- 
lord and  landlady,  who  are  my  friends  as  much 
as  ever  ;  and  I  Ihould  not  think  them  fo,  if  they 
were  not  as  much  your's.-  The  Downs  of  Amef- 

bury 
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bury  are  fo  fmooth,  that  neither  horfe  or  man 
can  hardly  make  a  wrong  ftep,  fo  that  you  may 
take  your  exercife  with  us  with  greater  fecurity. 
If  you  prevail  with  the  Dutchefs  to  ride  and 
walk  with  you,  you  will  do  her  good  ;  but  that 
is  a  motive  I  could  never  prevail  with  her  to 
comply  with.  I  wifh  you  would  try  whether 
your  oratory  could  get  over  this  difficulty.  Ge- 
neral Dormer,  Sir  Clement  Cotterell,  and  I,  fet 
out  to-morrow  morning  for  Roufliarrij  in  Oxford- 
fhire,  to  flay  ten  days  or  a  fortnight.  The 
Dutchefs  will  undertake  to  recommend  the  Lord 
of  her  acquaintance  to  attend  Mr  Ryvcs  his 
caufe,  if  it  fhould  come  on  before  our  return  : 
The  Duke  will  do  the  fame.  Her  Grace  too  hath 
undertaken  to  anfwer  your  letter.  I  have  not 
difpofed  of  your  South-Sea  bonds  ;  there  is  a 
year's  interell  due  at  Lady-day.  Were  I  to  dif- 
pofe  of  them  at  prefent,  I  mould  lole  a  great 
deal  of  the  premium  I  paid  for  them  :  Perhaps 
they  may  fail  lower,  but  I  cannot  prevail  with 
myfelf  to  fell  them.  The  rogueries  that  have 
been  difcovered  in  fome  other  companies,  I  be- 
lieve, makes  them  to  have  lefs  credit.  I  find 
myfelf  difpirited,  for  want  of  having  fome  pur- 
fuit.  Indolence  and  idlenefs  are  the  mofi:  tire- 
fome  things  in  the  world.  I  begin  to  find  a 
diilike  to  lociety.  I  think  I  ought  to  try  to 
break  myfelf  of  it,  but  I  cannot  refolve  to  fet 
about  it.  I  have  left  offalmoft  all  my  great  ac- 
quaintance, which  laves  me  fomething  in  chair- 
hire,  though  in  that  article^the  town  is  ftill  very 

expenfwe* 
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cxperifive.  Thofe  who  were  your  old  acquaint- 
ance, are  almoft  the  only  people  I  vifit ;  and 
indeed,  upon  trying  all,  1  like  them  beft.  Lord 
Cornbury  refufed  the  penfion  that  was  offered 
him  ;  he  is  chofen  to  reprefent  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford,  (in  the  room  of  Mr  Bromley,)  without 
oppofition.  I  know  him,  and  I  think  he  de- 
fcrves  it.  He  is  a  young  nobleman  of  learning 
and  morals,  which  is  fo  particular,  that  I  know 
you  will  refpe&  and  value  him  ;  and,  to  my 
great  comfort,  he  lives  in  our  family.  Mr  Pope 
is  in  town,  and  in  good  health.  I  lately  patted 
a  week  with  him  at  Twickenham.  I  mud  leave 
the  reft  to  the  Dutchefs  i  for  I  muil  pack  up 
my  fhirts,  to  fet  out  to-morrow,  the  i4th  of 
March,  the  day  after  I  received  your  letter.  If 
you  would  advife  the  Dutchefs  to  confine  me  four 
hours  a  day  to  my  own  room,  while  I  am  in  the 
country,  I  will  write  ;  for  I  cannot  confine  my- 
fclf  as  I  ought. 


LETTER      DXVIII. 

DR  SWIFT   TO   MR  GAY. 

Dublin,  May  i^.  1732. 

I  AM  now  as  lame  as  when  you  writ  your  let- 
ter, and  almoft  as  lame  as  your  letter  itfelf, 
for  want  of  that   limb  from  my  Lady  Dutchefa 
which  you  promifed,  and  without  which  I  won- 
der how  it  could  limp  hither.     I  am  not   in   a 

condition 
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Condition  to  make  a  true  flep  even  on  Amefbury 
Downs  ;  and  1  declare,  that  a  corporeal  falfc 
(tep  is  worfe  than  a  political  one  ;  nay,  worfe 
than  a  thoufand  political  ones  ;  for  which  I  ap- 
peal to  courts  and  minifters,  who  hobble  on  and 
profper,  without  the  fenfe  of  feeling.  To  talk 
of  riding  and  walking,  is  infulting  me  ;  for  I 
can  as  foon  fly  as  do  either.  It  is  your  pride  or 
lazinefs,  more  than  chair-hire,  that  makes  the 
town  expentlve.  No  honour  is  loft  by  walking 
in  the  dark  ,  and  in  the  day,  you  may  beckon 
a  black-guard-boy  under  a  gate,  near  your  vifiting 
place,  (experto  credej,  fave  eleven-pence,  and 
get  half-a-crown's  worth  of  health.  The  worft 
of  my  prefent  misfortune  is,  that  I  eat  and  drink, 
and  can  digefl  neither  for  want  of  exercife ;  and 
to  increafe  my  mifery,  the  knaves  are  fure  to 
find  me  at  home,  and  make  huge  void  fpaces 
in  my  cellars.  I  congratulate  with  you,  for  lo- 
fing  your  great  acquaintance.  In  fuch  a  cafe, 
philofophy  teaches,  that  we  mud  fubmit,  and 
be  content  with  good  ones.  I  like  Lord  Corn- 
bury's  refufing  his  penfion  ;  but  1  demur  at  his 
being  elected  for  Oxford  ;  which  I  conceive  is 
wholly  changed  and  entirely  devoted  to  new 
principles  ;  fo  it  appeared  to  me  the  two  laft 
times  I  was  tlwre. 

I  find,  by  the  whole  cad  of  your  letter,  that 
you  are  as  giddy  and  as  volatile  as  ever;  juft  the 
reverfe  of  Mr  Pope,  who  hath  always  loved  a  do- 
meftic  life  from  his  youth.  I  was  going  to  wifh 
you  had  fome  little  place  that  you  could  call  jour 

own  ; 
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©wn  -,  but  I  profefs  I  'do  not  know  you  well  e- 
nough  to  contrive  any  one  fyftem  of  life  that 
would  pleafe  you.  You  pretend  to  preach  up 
tiding  and  walking  to  the  Dutchefs  ;  yet,  from 
my  knowledge  -of  you  after  twenty  years,  you 
always  joined  a  violent  defire  of  perpetually  fhift- 
ing  places  and  company,  with  a  rooted  lazinefs, 
and  an  utter  impatience  of  fatigue.  A  coach 
and  fix  horfes  is  the  utmoft  exercife  you  can 
bear,  and  this  only  when  you  can  fill  it  with 
fuch  company  as  is  beft  fuited  to  your  tafte  ;  and 
how  glad  would  you  be,  if  it  could  waft  you  in 
the  air  to  avoid  jolting  ?  while  I,  who  am  fo 
much  later  in  life,  can,  or  at  leaft  could,  ride 
500  miles- on  a  trotting  horfe.  You  mortally 
hate  writing,  only  becaufe  it  is  the  thing  you 
chiefly  ought  to  do  •,  as  well  to  keep  up  the  vogue 
you  have  in  the  world,  as  to  make  you  eafy  in 
your  fortune.  You  are  merciful  to  every  thing 
but  money,  your  beft  friend,  whom  you  treat 
with  inhumanity.  Be  a  flu  red  1  will  hire  people 
to  watch  all  your  motions,  and  to  return  me  a 
faithful  account.  Tell  me,  have  you  cured  your 
abfence  of  mind?  Can  you  attend  to  trifles?  Can 
you  at  Amefbury  write  domeftic  libels  to  divert 
the  family,  and  neighbouring  'fquires  for  five 
miles  round  ?  or  venture  fo  far  on  horfeback, 
without  apprehending  a  ftumble  at  every  ftep  ? 
Can  you  fet  the  footmen  a-laughing  as  they  wait 
at  dinner?  and  do  the  Dutchefs's  women  admire 
your  wit?  In  what  efteem  are  you  with  the  vicar 
of  the  parifh  ?  Can  you  piay  with  him  at  back- 
gammon ? 
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gammon  ?  Have  the  farmers  found  out,  that  you 
cannot  diftinguifli  rye  from  barley,  or  an  oak 
from  a  crab-tree  ?  You  are  fenfible  that  I  know 
the  full  extent  of  your  couritry-fkill  is  in  fifliing 
for  roaches,  or  gudgeons  at  the  higheft. 

I  love  to  do  you  good  offices  with  your  friends  ; 
and  therefore  defire  you  will  fhew  this  letter  to 
the  Dutchefs,  to  improve  her  Grace's  good  opi- 
nion of  your  qualifications,  and  convince  her 
how  ufeful  you  are  like  to  be  in  the  family.  Her 
Grace  fhall  have  the  honour  of  my  correfpond- 
ence  again  when  flie  goes  to  Amefbury.  Hear 
a  piece  of  Irifh  news.  I  buried  the  famous  Ge- 
neral Meredyth's  father  laft  night  in  my  cathe- 
dral ;  he  was  ninety-fix  years  old  :  So  that  Mrs 
Pope  may  live  feven  years  longer.  You  faw  Mr 
Pope  in  health  •,  pray  is  he  generally  more  heal- 
thy than  when  I  was  amongft  you  ?  I  would 
know  how  your  own  health  is,  and  how  much 
wine. you  drink  in  a  day.  My  flint  in  company 
is  a  pint  at  noon,  and  half  as  much  at  night ; 
but  I  often  dine  at  home  like  a  hermit,  and  then 
I  drink  little  or  none  at  all.  Yet  I  differ  from 
you  •,  for  I  would  have  fociety,  if  I  could  get 
what  I  like,  people  of  middle  underftanding, 
and  middle  rank.  Adieu. 


VOL.  XVI.  I  i  LETTER 
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LADY   B G TO   DR  SWIFT 

London,  May  13.  1732. 

T  AM  forry  my  writing  fhould  inconvenience 
J-     your  eyes  ;   but  I  fear  it  is  rather  my  ftyle, 
than  my  ink,  that  is  fo  hard  to  be  read  :  How- 
ever,  if  I  do  not  forget  myfelf,  I  will  enlarge 
my  hand  to^give  you  the  lefs  trouble.     Their 
Graces  are,  at  laft  arrived  in  perfect  health,   in 
fpite  of   all   their  perils  and  dangers,   though  I 
muft  own,  they  were  fo  long  in   their  voyage, 
that  they  gave  me  an  exceeding  heart-ach  ;    and 
if  that  would  be  any  hindrance,   they  mail  never 
have  my  confent  to  go  back  to  Ireland,  but  re- 
main' here,  and  be  only  king   of  Knowle  and 
Drayton  *  j   and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  worfe 
for  him,  either  in  perfon  or  pocket.     I  dare  fay 
he  won't  need  a  remembrancer's  office  for  any 
thing   you  have  fpoke  to  him  about ;  but  how- 
ever I  will  not  fail  in  the  part  you  have  fet  me. 
I  find  you  want  a  ftricl:  account  of  me,   how 
I  pafs  my  time.     But  firft,   I  thank  you  for  the 
nine  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four  you  allowed 
me  for  fleeping ;  one  or  two  of  them,  I  do  will- 
ingly prefent  you  back  again.     As  to   quadrille, 
though  I  am,  generally  fpeaking,  a  conftant  at- 
tendant on  it  every  day,   yet  I  will  moft  thank- 
fully 

*  Krtowle,  a  fine  old  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Dorfet's  near 
Seven  Oaks,  in  Kent.     Drayton,  fee  letter  DJV. 
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fully  fubmit  to  your  allowance  of  time  ;  for 
when  complaifance  draws  me  on  farther,  it  is 
with  great  yawnings,  and  a  vaft  expence  of  my 
breath,  in  afking,  Who  plays  ?  Who  is  called  ? 
And,  what  is  trumps  ?  If  you  can  recolledl  any 
thing  of  my  former  way  of  life,  fuch  as  it  was,  fo 
it  is.  I  never  loved  to  have  my  hands  idle ;  they 
were  either  fall  of  work  or  h ad  a  book  j  but  as  nei- 
ther fort  was  the  beft,  or  moft  ufeful,  fo  you  will 
find  forty  years  have  done  no  more  good  to  my 
head,  than  they  have  to  my  face.  Your  old 
friend  Biddy  *  is  much  your  humble  fervant, 
and  could  fhe  get  rid  of  her  cough,  her  fpleen 
would  do  her  and  her  friend  no  harm:  for  fhe 
loves  a  fly  fedate  joke,  as  well  as  ever  you  knew 
her  do.  The  Duke  and  Dutchefs  are  jurt  corne 
in,  who  both  prefent  their  fervice  to  you,  and 
will  take  it  as  a  favour  if  you  will  beftow  any 
of  your  time  that  you  can  fpare  upon  |  Lord 
George. 

Adieu,  for  the  Dutchefs,  the  Countefs  of 
S ,  Mr  Charden,  and  I,  are  going  to  qua- 
drille. 

li  2  LETTER 


•  Mrs  Biddy  Floyd- 

f  Lord  George  Sai-kvillc  was  at  this  time  a  ftudent  io 
the  univerfity  of  Dublin. 
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MR   GAY    TO    DR   SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  London,  May  19.  1732. 

-MORROW  we  fet  out  for  Amefbury, 
-*-  where  I  propofe  to  follow  your  advice,  of 
employing  myfelf  about  fome  work  againft  next 
winter.  You  feemed  not  to  approve  of  my  wri- 
ting more  fables.  Thofe  I  am  now  writing, 
have  a  prefatory  difcourfe  before  each  of  them, 
by  way  of  epiftle,  and  the  morals  of  them  j  moft 
are  of  the  political  kind,  which  makes  them 
run  into  a  greater  length  than  thofe  I  have  al- 
ready publifhed.  I  have  already  finifhed  fifteen 
or  fixteeh  ;  four  or  five  more  would  make  a  vo- 
lume of  the  fame  fize  as  the  firft.  Though  this 
is  a  kind  of  writing  that  appears  very  eafy,  I  find 
it  is  the  moft  difficult  of  any  that  I  ever  under- 
took. After  I  have  invented  one  fable,  and  fi- 
nifhed  it,  I  defpair  of  finding  out  another  j  but 
I  have  a  moral  or  two,  which  Iwifh  to  write  up- 
on. I  have  alfo  a  fort  of  fcheme  to  raife  my 
finances  by  doing  foniething  for  the  ftage  :  with 
this,  and  fome  reading,  and  a  great  deal  of  ex- 
ercife,  I  propofe  to  pafs  my  fummer.  I  am 
forry  it  muft  be  without  you.  Why  can't  you 
come  and  faunter  about  the  Downs  a-horfeback, 
in  the  autumn,  to  mark  the  partridges  forme  to 
ihoot  for  your  dinner  ?  Yeflerday  I  received 
your  letter,  and,  notwithftanding  your  reproaches 

of 
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of  lazinefs,  I  was  four  or  five  hours  about  bufi- 
nefs,  and  did  not  fpend  a  (hilling  in  a  coach  or 
chair.  I  received  a  year's  intereft  on  your  two 
bonds,  which  is  8  1.  I  have  four  of  my  own.  I 
have  depofited  all  of  them  in  the  hands  of  Mr 
Hoare,  to  receive  the  half  year's  intereft  at 
Michaelmas.  The  premium  of  the  bonds  is  fal- 
len a  great  deal  fince  I  bought  your's.  I  gave 
very  near  6  1..  on  each  bond,  and  they  are  now 
fold  for  about  505.  Every  thing  is 'very  precari- 
ous,'and  I  have  no  opinion  of  any  of  their  pub- 
lic fecurities  •,  but  I  believe,  the  parliament  next 
year  intend  to  examine  the  South-fea  fcheme.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  prudent  to  truft 
our  money  there  till  that  time.  I  did  what  I 
could  to  aflift  Mr  Ryves  :  and  I  am  very  glad 
that  he  hath  found  juftice.  Lord  Bathurft  fpoke 
for  him,  and  was  very  zealous  in  bringing  on 
his  caufe.  The  Dutchefs  intended  to  write  in 
my  laft  letter,  but  (lie  fet  out  all  on  a  fudden  to 
take  care  of  Lord  Drumlanrig  *,  who  was  taken 
ill  of  the  fmall-pox  at  Winchefter  fchool.  He 
is  now  perfectly  well  recovered,  (for  he  had  a 
favourable  kind)  to  the  great  joy  of  our  family, 
I  think  (lie  ought,  as  (he  intends,  to  renew  her 
correfpondence  with  you  at  Amefbury.  I  wjs 
at  Dawley  on  Sunday. '  Lady  Bolingbroke  .con- 
tinues in  a  very  bad  itate  of  health,  but  ilill  re^ 
tains  her  fpirits.  You  are  always  remembered 
there  with  gr^at  refpecl:  and  friendfhip.  Mrs 
Pon~  is  fo  worn  out  with  old  age,  but  without 
1  i  3  any 

•  Her  foa. 
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jiny  diftemper,  that  I  look  upon  her  life  as  very 
uncertain.  Mr  Pope's  date  of  health  is  much  in 
the  fame  way  as  when  you  left  him.  As  for 
myfelf,  I  am  often  troubled  with  the  cholic.  I 
have  as  much  inattention,  -and  have,  I  think, 
lower  fpirits  than  ufual,  which  I  impute  to  my 
having  no  one  purfuit  in  life.  I  have  many  com- 
pliments to  make  you  from  the  Duke  and  Dut- 
chefs,  ard  Lords  Bolingbroke,  Bathurft,  Sir 
William  Wyndham,MrPulteney,DrArbuthnott, 
Mr  Lewis,  t*fc.  Every  one  of  them  is  difappoint- 
cd  in  your  not  coming  among  us.  I  have  not 
feen  Dean  Berkeley,  but  have  read  his  boo*k  f, 
and  like  many  parts  of  it ;  but  in  general  think, 
with  you,  that  it  is  too  fpeculative,  at  leaft  for 
«ne.  Dr  Delaney  I  have  very  feldom  feen ;  he 
.did  not  do  me  the  honour  to  advife  with  me  a- 
.bout  any  thing  he  hath  publtfhed  \.  I  like  your 
thoughts  upon  this  fort  of  writing,  and  I  fhould 
have  advifed  him,  as  you  did,  though  I  have  loft 
,his  good  opinion.  I  write  in  very  great  hade  ; 
for  I  have  many  things  to  do  before  I  go  out  of 
.town.  Pray  make  me  as  happy  as  you  can,  and 

let 

f"  Alciphron  :  Or,  The  Minute  Philofopher."  Printed 
at  London,  in  1732,  in  two  volumes  8vo. 

I  He  publiflied  at  Londen,  in  this  year  1732,  in  two 
vols.  8vo,  ••  Revelation  examined  with  Candour  :  Or, 
"  a  Fair  Inquiry  into  the  Senfe  and  Ufe  of  the  feveral 
«'  Revelations  exprcfsly  declared,  or  fufficiently  implies1, 
*«  to  be  delivered  to  Mankind  from  the  Creation,  as  they 
•'  were  found  in  the  Bible.  By  a  prnfefled  Friend  to  an. 
*•  Jtkonclt  Freedom  of  Thought  in  religious  Inquiries." 
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let  me  hear  from  you  often.  JBut  I  am  dill  in 
hopes  to  fee  you,  and  will  expert  a  fummons 
one  day  or  other  to  come  to  Ikiftol,  in  order  to 
tie  your  guide  to  Amefbury. 


LETTER      DXXL 

TO   MR  POPE. 

Dublin,  June  12.  1732. 

I  DOUBT  habit  hath  little  poorer  to  reconcile 
us  with  ficknefs  attended  by  pain.  With 
me  the  lownefs  of  fpirits  hath  a  moft  unhappy 
effect :  I  am  grown  lefs  patient  with  folitude, 
and  harder  to  be  pleafed  with  company,  which 
I  could  formerly  better  digeft,  when  I  could  be 
eafier  without  it  than  at  prefent.  As  to  fend- 
ing you  any  thing  that  I  have  written  fincel  left 
you,  (either  verfe  or  piofe),  I  can  only  fay,  that 
1  have  ordered  by  my  will,  that  all  my  papers  of 
any  kind  fhall  be  delivered  you  to  difpofe  of  as 
you  pleafe.  I  have  feveral  things  that  I  have  had 
fchemes  to  finifh,  or  to  attempt;  but  I  very  fool- 
ifhly  put  off  the  trouble,  as  finners  do  their  re- 
pentance :  For  I  grow  every  day  more  averfe  from 
writing,  which  is  very  natural  ;  and  when  I  take 
a  pen,  faying  to  myfelf  a  thoufand  times,  non  eft 
tanti.  As  to  thofe  papers  of  four  or  five  years 
palt,  that  you  are  pleafed  to  require  foon,  they 
confill  of  little  accidental  things  writ  in  the 

country  -, 
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country;  family-amufements,  never  intended 
further  than  to  divert  ourfelves  and  fome  neigh- 
bours ;  or  fome  effects  of  anger  or  public  grie- 
vances here,  which  would  be  infignificant  out  of 
this  kingdom.  Two  or  three  of  us  had  a  fancy- 
three  years  ago  to  write  a  weekly  paper,  and  call- 
ed it  an  Intelligencer.  But  it  continued  not 
long;  for  the  whole  volume  (it  was  reprinted  in 
London,  and  I  find  you  have  feen  it)  was  the 
work  only  of  two,  myfelf  and  Dr  Sheridan.  If 
we  could  have  got  fome  ingenious  young  man 
to  have  been  the  manager,  who  fhould  have  pu- 
blifhed  all  that  might  be  fent  to  him,  it  might 
have  continued  longer,  for  there  were  hints  e- 
nough.  But  the  printer  here  *  could  not  afford 
fuch  a  young  man  one  farthing  for  his  trouble, 
the  fale  being  ib  final),  and  the  price  one  half- 
penny, and  fo  it  dropt.  In  the  volume  you  faw, 
(to  avifwer  your  queftions,)  the  ift,  3d,  5th,  7th, 
were  mine.  Of  the  8th,  I  writ  only  the  verfes, 
(very  uncorre£t,  but  againft  a  fellow  we  all  ka- 
ted);  the  pih  mine;  the  loth  only  the  verfes,  and 
of  thofe  not  the  four  laft  flovenly  lines.  The  1 5th 
is  a  pamphlet  of  mine,  printed  before  with  Dr 
gh — '$  preface,  merely  for  lazinefs  not  to  dif- 
appoint  the  town ;  and  fo  was  the  lyth,  which 
contains  only  a  parcel  of  fa&s  relating  purely  to 
the  miferies  of  Ireland,  and  wholly  ufelefs  and 
unentertainingf.  As  to  other  things  of  mine 
imce  I  left  you  -,  there  are,  in  profe,  a  View  of 

the 

*  John  Hard'ng- 

-    -f  See    Vol.   III.    p.    384.    mote    on    the   Intelligencer, 
NO.  I, 
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the  State  of  Ireland  ;  a  Project  for  Eating  Chil- 
dren ;  and  a  Defence  of  Lord  Carteret :  In  verfe, 
a  Libel  on  Dr  D —  and  Lord  Carteret ;  a  Letter 

to  DrD on  the  libels  writ  againft  him  ;  the 

Barrack,  (a  flolen  copy);  the  Lady's  Journal;  the 
.Lady's  Dreffing-room,  (a  ftolen  copy)  ;  the  Place 
of  the  Damned,  (a  ft olen  copy).  All  thefe  have 
been  printed  in  London.  (I  forgot  to  tell  you, 
that  the  tale  of  Sir  Ralph  was  fent  from  Eng- 
land). Befides  thefe,  there  are  five  or  fix  (per- 
haps more)  p.ipers  of  verfes  writ  in  the  north ; 
bat  perfectly  family  things,  two  or  three  of 
which  may  be  tolerable  ;  the  red  but  indifferent, 
and  the  humour  only  local,  and  fome  that  would 
give  offence  to  the  times.  Such  as  they  are,  I 
will  bring  them,  tolerable  or  bad,  if  I  recover 
this  lamenefs,  and  live  long  enough  to  fee  you 
either  here  or  there.  I  forget  again  to  tell  you, 
that  the  fcheme  of  paying  debts  by  a  tax  on 
vices,  is  not  one  fyllable  mine,  but  of  a  young 
clergyman  whom  I  countenance.  He  told  me  it 
was  built  upon  a  pafTage  in  Gulliver,  where  a 
projector  hath  fomething  upon  the  fame  thought : 
This  young  man  is  the  moft  hopeful  we  have  :  A 
bock  of  his  poems  was  printed  in  London  ;  Dr 

D is  one  of  his  patrons  :  He  is  married,  and 

has  children,  and  makes  up  about  lool.  a  year, 
on  which  he  lives  decently.  The  utmofl  ftretch 
of  his  ambition  is,  to  gather  up  as  much  fuper- 
fluous  money  as  will  give  him  a  fight  of  you, 
and  half  an  hour  of  your  prefcnce  ;  after  which 

he 
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he  will  return  home  in  full  fatisfa&ion,  and  in 
proper  time  die  in  peace. 

My  poetical  fountain  is  drained  ;  and  I  profefs 
I  grow  gradually  fo  dry,  that  a  rhyme  with  me 
is  almoft  as  hard  to  find  as  a  guinea  ;  and  even 
profe  fpeculations  tire  me  almoft  as  much.  Yet 
I  have  a  thing  in  profe,  begun  above  twenty- 
eight  years  ago,  and  almoft  finiihed.  It  will 
make  a  four-fhilling  volume  ;  and  is  fuch  a  per- 
fection of  folly,  that  you  fhall  never  hear  of  it 
till  it  is  printed,  and  then  you  fhall  be  left  to 
guefs  *.  Nay,  I  have  another  f  of  the  fame  age, 
•which  will  require  a  long  time  to  perfect,  and  is 
worfe  than  the  former,  in  which  I  will  ferve  you 

the  fame  way.  I  heard  lately  from  Mr ,  who 

promifes  to  be  lefs  lazy  in  order  to  mend  his  for- 
tune. But  women  who  live  by  their  beauty,  and 
men  by  their  wit,  are  feldom  provident  enough 
to  confider,  that  both  wit  and  beauty  will  go  off 
with  years,  and  there  is  no  living  upon  the  cre- 
dit of  what  is  part. 

I  am  in  great  concern  to  hear  of  my  Lady  Bo- 
lingbroke's  ill  health  returned  upon  her  ;  and,  I 
doubt,  my  Lord  will  find  Dawley  too  folitary 
without  her.  In  that,  neither  he  nor  you  are 
companions  young  enough  for  me  ;  and  I  believe 
the  beft  part  of  the  reafon  why  men  are  faid  to 
grow  children  when  they  are  old,  is,  becaufe 
they  cannot  entertain  them felvea  with  thinking; 
which  is  the  very  cafe  of  little  boys  and  girls, 

who 

•  Polite  Converfation,  Vol   X   p    113 

t  DiretfHons  to  Servants,   Vol   X  p.  260. 
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•who  love  to  be  noify  among  their  play-fellows. 
I  am  told  Mrs  Pope  is  without  pain  j  and  I  have 
not  heard  of  a  more  gentle  decay,  without  un- 
eafinefs  to  herfelf  or  friends  ;  yet  I  cannot  but 
pity  you,  who  are  ten  times  the  greater  fufferer, 
by  having  the  perfon  you  mod  Ipve,  fo  long  be- 
fore you,  and  dying  daily  ;  and  I  pray  God  it 
may  not  affecl:  your  mind  or  your  health. 


LETTER      DXXII. 

LADY  CATHARINE  JONES   TO   DR  SWIFT. 

June  15.  1732. 

THE  return  of  my  humble  thanks  to  Mr 
Dean  by  the  date  it  bears,  looks  more 
like  a  {lumber  of  gratitude,  than  the  quick  fenfe 
of  that  rare  virtue  which  I  owe  to  you,  Sir,  for 
the  trouble  you  have  fo  willingly  undertaken, 
in  executing  what  I  fo  much  defired  ;  fince  the 
manner  you  have  done  it  in,  anfwers  my  willies 
in  every  refpecl.  The  propofal  you  made,  I  ac- 
quainted my  fitter  Kildare,  and  niece  Fanny  Co- 
ningfby  with  ;  for,  being  but  one  part  of  the 
family,  I  cannot  aft  farther  than  they  will  con- 
fcnt,  which  is,  that  they  will  fettle  twenty  (hil- 
lings/*r  year,  that  you  may  never  be  liable  to 
any  more  trouble  upon  the  fame  occafion. 

I  need  not  inform  you,  Mr  Dean,  that  the 
world  teaches  us,  that  relations  and  friends  look 
like  two  different  fpecies  :  And  though  I  have 

the 
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the  honour  to  be  allied  to  my  Lord  Burlington, 
yet  fince  the  death  of  my  good  father  and  his, 
the  notice  he  takes  of  me,  is  as  if  1  was  a  fe- 
parated  blood  j  or  elfe  I  am  vain  enough  to 
fay,  we  are  fprung  from  one  ancertor,  whofe 
afhes  keep  up  a  greater  luftre  than  thofe  who  are 
not  reduced  to  them. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  faying,  that,  were 
I  worthy  in  any  way  to  have  the  pleafure  of  fee- 
ing Dean  Swift,  I  do  not  know  any  paffion,  even 
envy-would  not  make  innocent,  in  my  ambition 
of  feeing  the  author  of  fo  much  wit  and  judici- 
ous writing,  as  I  have  had  the  advantage  of. 
Your  moft  humble  and  obliged  fervant, 

CATHARINE  JONES. 

Your  opinion  of  Mr  French  is  juft,  and  his  due. 


LETTER      DXXIIL 

Dub im ,   July  10.  1732. 

I  HAD  your  letter  by  Mr  R.yves  a  long  time 
after  the  date,  for  I  fuppofe  he  ftaid  long  in 
the  way.  I  am  glad  you  determine  upon  fome- 
thing.  There  is  no  writing  I  efteem  more  than 
fables,  nor  any  thing  fo  difficult  to  fucceed  in  j 
which  however  you  have  done  excellently  well; 
and  I  have  often  admired  your  happirrefs  in  fuch 
a 'kind  of  performance,  which  I  have  frequent- 
ly endeavoured  at  in  vain.  I  remember  I  a&ed 
as  you  feen>  to  hint.  I  found  a  moral  nrft,  and 

Audied 
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fludied  for  a  fable  j  but  could  do  nothing  that 
pleafed  me,  and  fo  left  off  that  fcheme  for  ever. 
I  remember  one,  which  was,  to  reprefent  what 
fcoundrels  rife  in  armies  by  a  long  war  ;  where- 
in I  fuppofed  the  lion  was  engaged,  and  having 
Joll  all  his  animals  of  worth,  at  laft  Serjeant 
Hog  came  to  be  a  Brigadier,  and  Corporal  Afs 
a  Colonel,  £sV.  I  agree  with  you  likewife  a- 
bout  getting  fomething  by  the  ftage ;  which, 
when  it  fucceeds,  is  the  bed  crop  for  poetry  in 
England.  But  pray  take  fome  new  fcheme, 
quite  different  from  any  thing  you  have  already 
touched.  The  prefent  humour  of  the  players, 
who  hardly  (as  I  was  told  in  London)  regard  any- 
new  play,  and  your  prefent  fituation  at  the 
court,  are  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  ;  but 
thofe  circu  in  fiances  m;iy  have  altered  (at  lead 
the  former)  fince  I  left  you.  My  fcheme  was, 
to  pafs  a  month  at  Ameibury,  and  then  go  to 
Twickenham,  and  live  a  winter  between  that 
and  Dawley,  and  fometimes  at  Pxiikins  ;  with- 
out going  to  London,  where  I  now  can  have  no 
occafional  lodgings.  But  I  am  not  yet  in  any 
condition  for  fuch  removals.  I  would  fain  have 
you  get  enough  againft  you  grow  old,  to  have 
two  or  three  fervants  about  you,  and  a  conve- 
nient houfe.  It  is  hard  to  want  thofe  fubftdia 
fent'ciuti,  when  a  man  grows  hard  to  pleafe,  and 
few  people  care  whether  he  be  pleafed  or  no. 
1  have  a  large  houfe  ;  yet  I  fliould  hardly  prevail 
to  find  one  vifitor,  if  I  were  not  able  to  hire  him 
with  a  bottle  of  wine;  fo  that  when  I  am  not 
VOL.  XVI.  K  k  abroad 
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abroad  on  horfeback,  I  generally  dine  alone, 
and  am  thankful  if  a  friend  will  pafs  the  even- 
ing with  me.  I  am  now  with  the  remainder  of 
my  pint  before  me  ;  and  fo  here's  your  health, 
and  the  fecond  and  chief  is  to  my  Tun- 
bridge  acquaintance,  my  Lady  Dutchefs 

And  I  tell  you,  that  I  fear  my  Lord  Bolingbroke 
and  Mr  Pope,  a  couple  of  phjjp  fop  hers,  would 
ftarve  me  }  for  even  of  port  wine  I  fliould  re- 
quire half  a  pint  a-day,  and  as  much  at  night: 
And  you  were  growing  as  bad,  unlefs  your  Duke 
andjDutchefs  have  mended  you.  Your  cholic  is 
owing  to  intemperance  of  the  philosophical 
kind  :  You  eat  without  care  ;  and  if  you  think 
lefs  than  I,  you  drink  too  little.  But  your  in- 
attention I  cannot  pardon,  becaufe  I  imagined 
the  caufe  was  removed  ;  for  1  thought  it  lay  in 
your  forty:  millions  of  Schemes,  by  court-hopes 
and  court-fears.  Yet  Mr  Pope  has  the  fame  de- 
fect, and  it  is  of  all  others  the  moft  mortal  to 
converfation  ;  neither  is  my  Lord  Bolingbroke 
untinged  with  it:.  All  for  want  of  my  rule, 
Vive  la  bagatelle!  But  the  Do£lor  is  the  king 
of  inattention.  What  a  \-exatious  life  mould  I 
lead  among  you  ?  If  the  Dutchefs  be  a  reveufey 
I  will  never  come  to  Amefbury ;  or  if  I  do,  I 
will  run  away  from  you  both,  to  one  of  her  wo- 
men, and  the  fteward  and  chaplain. 

MADAM, 

I  mentioned  fomething  to  Mr  Gay  of  a  Tun- 
"brulge  acquaintance,  whom  we  forget  of  courfe 

when 
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when  we  return  to  town ;  and  yet  I  am  afTured, 
that  if  they  meet  again  next  fuinrner,  they  have 
a  better  title  to  refume  their  commerce.  Thus 
I  look  on  my  right  of  correfponding  with  your 
Grace  to  be  better  ellablifhed  upon  your  return, 
to  Amefbury;  and  I  (hall  at  this  time  defcend 
to  forget,  or  at  lead  fufpend  my  refentments  of 
your  neglecl:  all  the  time  you  were  in  London. 
1  ftill  keep  in  my  heart,  that  Mr  Gay  had  no 
fooner  turned  his  back,  than  you  left  the  place 
in  his  letter  void  which  he  had  commanded  you 
to  fill  >  though  your  guilt  confounded  you  lo 
far,  that  you  wanted  prefence  of  mind  to  blot 
out  the  lail  line,  where  that  command  ftared  you 
in  the  face.  But  it  is  my  misfortune  to  quarrel 
with  all  my  acquaintance,  and  always  come  by 
the  word  :  and  fortune  is  ever  againfl  me ;  but 
never  fo  much  as  by  purfuing  me  out  of  mere 
partiality  to  your  Grace,  for  which  you  are  to 
anfwer.  By  your  connivance  (he  hath  plea- 
fed,  by  one  (tumble  on  the  itairs,  to  give  me  a 
lamenefs  that  fix  months  have  not  been  able  per- 
fectly to  cure  ;  and  thus  I  am  prevented  from  re- 
venging myfelf,  by  continuing  a  month  at  Amef- 
bury,  and  breeding  confufion  in  your  Grace's  fa- 
mily. No  difappointment  through  my  whole  life 
hath  been  fo  vexatious  by  many  degrees;  and 
God  knows  whether  I  mall  ever  live  to  fee  the 
invifible  lady  to  whom  I  was  obliged  for  fo  many 
favours,  and  whom  I  never  beheld  fince  (he  was 
a  brat  in  hanging  fleeves.  I  am,  and  mall  be 
ever,  with  the  greateft  refpett  and  gratitude, 
K  k  2  Madara> 
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Madam,   your  Grace's  mofl  obedient  and  mo& 
humble,   £sV. 


LETTER      DXXIV. 

LORD    BOLINGBROKE    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

July  18.    1732. 

I  WRITE  this  letter  in  hopes  that  Pope,  a  man 
fcattered  in  the  world  (according  to  the 
French  phrafe)  willfoon  procure  me  an  opportu- 
nity of  conveying  it  fafely  to  you,  my  Reverend 
Dean.  For  my  own  part,  half  this  wicked  ,na- 
•tion  might  go  to  you,  or  half  your  nation  might 
come  to  us,  and  the  whole  migration  be  over  be- 
fore I  knew  any  thing  of  the  matter.  My  letter 
will  concern  neither  affairs  of  ilate,  nor  of  party  j 
and  yet  I  would  not  have  it  fall  into  the  hands 
of  our  minifters  :  It  might  pafs  in  their  excellent 
noddles  for  a  piece  of  a  plot  againft  themfelves, 
if  not  againft  the  tlate,  or,  at  leaft,  it  might  fur- 
nifh  them  with  an  opportunity  of  doing  an  ill- 
natured,  and  difappointinga  good-natured  thing} 
•which  being  a  pleafure  to  the  malicious  and  the 
bafe,  I  mould  be  forry  to  give  it  on  any  occafion, 
and  efpecially  on  this,  to  the  par  nobile  fratrum*. 
After  this  preamble,  I  proceed  to  tell  you, 
that  there  is  in  my  neighbourhood,  in  Berkfhire, 
a  clergyman,  one  Talbot,  related  to  the  Solicitor- 
general,  and  protected  by  him.  This  man  has 

now 

*  '."MI-  Robert  Walpole,  and  his  brother  Horace.' 
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now  the  living  of  Burfield*,  which  the  late  Bifliop 
of  Durham  held  before,  and,  for  aught  I  know, 
after  he  was  Bilhop  of  Oxford.  The  living  is 
•worth  400  1.  per  annumy  over  and  above  a  curate 
paid,  as  Mr  Correy,  a  gentleman  who  does  my 
bufmefs  in  that  country,  and  who  is  a  very  grave 
authority,  afl'ures  me.  The  parfonage-houfe  is 
extremely  good,  the  place  pleafant,  and  the  air 
excellent,  the  diftance  from  London  a  little  day's 
journey,  and  from  hence  (give  me  leave  to  think 
this  circumftance  of  fome  importance  to  you)  not 
much  above  half  a  day's,  even  for  you  who  are 
not  a  great  jockey.  Mr  Talbot  has  many  rea- 
fons,  which  make  him  defirous  to  fettle  in  Ire- 
land for  the  reft  of  his  life,  and  has  been  look- 
ing out  for  a  change  of  preferment  fome  time. 
As  foon  as  I  heard  this,  I  employed  one  to  know 
whether  he  continued  in  the  fame  mind,  and  to 
tell  him,  that  an  advantageous  exchange  might 
be  offered  him,  if  he  could  engage  his  kinfman 
to  make  it  practicable  at  court.  He  anfxvered 
fur  his  own  acceptance,  and  his  kinfman's  en- 
deavours. I  employed  next  fome  friends  to  fe- 
cure  my  Lord  Dorfet,  who  very  frankly  declared 
himfelf  ready  to  ferve  you  in  any  thing,  and  in 
this,  if  you  defired  it.  But  he  mentioned  a  thing, 
at  the  fame  time,  wholly  unknown  to  me,  which 
is,  that  your  deanry  is  not  in  the  nomination  of 
the  crown,  but  in  the  election  of  the  chapter. 
This  may  render  our  affair  perhaps  more  eafy, 
more  hard  I  think  it  cannot  be  j  but,  in  all  calcs, 
K  k  3  it 

'*  '  A  rciflory  in  Berkfinire./ 
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it  requires  other  meafures  to  be  taken.  One  of 
thefe,  I  believe,  muft  be  to  prepare  DrHoadley, 
Bifhop  of  Salifbury,  if  that  be  poflible,  to  prepare 
his  brother  the  Archbifhop  of  Dublin.  The 
light  in  which  the  propofition  muft  be  reprc- 
fented  to  him,  and  to  our  minifters,  (if  it  be 
made  to  them),  is  this,  that  though  they  gratify 
you,  they  gratify  you  in  a  thing  advantageous  to 
themfelves,  and  filly  in  you  to  afk.  I  fuppofe  it 
xvill  not  be  hard  to  perfuade  them,  that  it  is  bet- 
ter for  them  you  fhould  be  a  private  parifh-prieft 
in  an  Englifh  county,  than  a  dean  in  the  metro- 
polis of  Ireland,  where  they  know,  becaufe  they 
have  felt,  your  authority  and  influence.  At 
leaft,  this  topic  is  a  plaufible  one  for  thofe  who 
fpeak  to  them,  to  infill  upon,  and  coming  out  of 
a  Whig's  mouth  may  have  weight.  Sure  I  am, 
they  will  be  eafily  perfuaded,  that  quitting  power 
for  eafes  and  a  greater  for  a  lefs  revenue,  is 
a  foolifh  bargain,  which  they  fhould  by  confe- 
quence  help  you  to  make. 

You  fee  now  the  ftate  of  this  whole  affair, 
and  you  will  judge  better  than  I  am  able  to  do, 
of  the  means  to  be  employed  on  your  fide  of 
the  water:  as  to  thofe  on  this,  nothing  fhnll  be 
negle&ed.  Find  fome  fecure  way  of  conveying 
your  thoughts  and  your  commands  to  me  ;  for 
my  friend  has  a  right  to  command  me  arbitrarily, 
which  no  man  elfe  upon  earth  has.  Or  rather, 
difpofe  of  affairs  fo  as  to  come  hither  immediate- 
ly. You  intended  to  come  fome  time  ago.  You 
fpeak,  in  a  letter  Pope  has  juft  now  received 

from 
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from  you,  as  if  you  dill  had  in  view  to  make  this 
journey  before  winter.  Make  it  in  the  fummer, 
and  the  fooner  the  better.  To  talk  of  being 
able  to  ride  with  ftirrups,  is  trifling  :  Get  on  Pe- 
gafus,  beftride  the  hippogryph,  of  mount  the 
white  nag  in  the  Revelations.  To  be  ferious  ; 
come  any  how,  and  put  neither  delay  nor  hu- 
mour in  a  matter  which  requires  difpatch  and 
management.  Though  I  have  room,  I  will  not 
fay  one  word  to  you  about  Berkeley's* or  Delany's 
books  f .  Some  part  of  the  former  is  hard  to  be 
underftood  j  none  of  the  latter  is  to  be  read.  I 
propofe,  however,  to  reconcile  you  to  metaphy- 
fics,  by  {hewing  how  they  may  be  employed  a- 
gainft  metaphyficians ;  and  that  whenever  you 
do  not  underitand  them,  nobody  elfe  does,  no 
not  thofe  who  write  them. 

I  know  you  are  inquifitive  about  the  health  of 
the  poor  woman  who  inhabits  this  place :  it  is 
tolerable,  better  than  it  has  been  in  fome  years. 
Come  and  fee  her  ;  you  (hall  be  nurfed,  fondled, 
and  humoured.  She  defires  you  to  accept  this 
afTurance,  with  her  humble  fervice.  Your 
horfes  {hall  be  grafed  in  fummer,  and  fo- 
thered  in  winter  ;  and  you  and  your  man  fhall 
have  meat,  drink,  and  lodging.  Warning  I  can- 
not afford,  Mr  Dean,  for  I  am  grown  faving. 
Thanks  to  your  fermon  about  frugality. 

LETTER 

*  '  Alciphron  :  Or,  The  Minute  Philofopher.' 
t  '  Revelation  examined  with  Candour.' 
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LETTER      DXXV, 

LADY  B G TO   DR.  SWIFT. 

Dray  ton,  July  19.  1732. 

I  BEL  I  EVE  you  won't  wonder  at  my  long  fi- 
lence,  when  I  tell  you  that  Mrs  Floyd*  came 
ill  here,  but  that  fhe  kept  very  much  to  herfelf  j 
and  ever  fmce  fhe  has  been  here,  till  within 
thefc  two  or  three  days,_  I  have  had  no  hopes  of 
her  life.  You  may  cafily  guefs  what  I  muft  have 
fuffered  for  a  fo  long  tried,  prudent,  ufeful,  a- 
greeable  companion  and  friend.  And  God 
knows,  fhe  is  now  exceffively  weak,  and  mends 
but  flowly :  However,  I  have  now  great  hopes, 
and  am  very  good  at  believing  what  I  heartily 
\vifh.  As  1  dare  fay,  you  will  be  concerned  for 
her,  you  may  want  to  know  her  illnefs,  but  that 
is  more  than  I  can  tell  you.  She  has  fancied 
herfelf  in  a  confumption  a  great  while  :  But 
though  fhe  has  had  the  moil  dreadful  cough  I 
ever  heard  in  my  life,  all  the  doctors  faid  it  was 
not  that ;  but  none  of  them  did  fay  what  it  was. 
The  doctor  here,  who  is  an  extraordinary  good 
one,  (but  lives  fourteen  long  miles  off),  has  late- 
ly been  left  ten  thoufand  pounds,  and  now  hates 
his  bufmefs  ;  he  fays  it  is  a  fharp  humour  that 
falls  upon  her  nerves,  fometimes  on  her  ftomach 
and  bowels  •,  and  indeed  what  he  has  given  her, 
has,  to  appearance,  had  much  better  effect  than 
the  millions  of  things  fhe  has  been  forced  to  take. 

After 
•  Mrs  Biddv  Floj-5. 
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After  tins,  you  will  not  expe£l  I  fliould  have 
followed  your  orders,  and  ride,  for  I  have  fcarce- 
ly  walked  ;  although  I  dare  not  be  very  much 
in  her  room,  becaufe  fhe  conftrained  herfelf  to 
hide  her  illnefs  from  me. 

The  Duke  and  Dutcheis  of  Dorfet  have  not 
been  here  yet,  but  I  am  in  hopes  they  will  foon. 
I  don't  know  whether  you  remember  Mrs  Crow- 
ther  and  Mrs  Acourt :  They  and  Mr  Parfode 
are  my  company  ;  but  as  I  love  my  houfe  fully 
I  expect  more  ilill.  My  Lady talks  of  ma- 
king me  a  (hort  vifit.  I  have  been  fo  full  of 
Mrs  Floyd,  that  1  had  like  to  have  forgot  to  tell 
you,  that  I  am  fuch  a  dunderhead,  that  I  really 
tlo  not  know  what  my  fitter  Pen's  age  was,  but 
I  think  me  could  not  be  above  twelve  years  old. 
She  was  the  next  to  me,  but  whether  two  or 
three  years  younger  I  have  forgot;  and  what 
is  more  ridiculous,  I  do  not  exactly  know  my 
own,  for  my  mother  and  nurfe  ufeJ  to  differ  up- 
on that  notable  point.  And  I  am  willing  to  be 
a  young  lady  ftill,  fo  will  not  allow  myfelf  to  be 
more  than  forty-eight  next  birth-day ;  but  if  I 
make  my  letter  any  longer,  perhaps  you  will  wiftj 
I  never  had  been  born.  So  adieu,  dear  Dean. 


LETTER 
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MR  GAY   AND   THE   DUTCHESS   OF  TO 

DR   SWIFT. 


DEAR  SIR,  Amejbiir^  July  24.  1732. 

AS  the  circumftances  of  our  money-affairs  are 
altered,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  acquaint 
you  with  them  as  foon  as  I  can  ;  which  if  I  had 
not  received  your  letter  laft  poft,  1  fhould  have 
ilone  now.  I  left  your  two  South-fea  bonds, 
and  four  of  my  own,  in  Mr  Hoards  hands,  -when 
1  came  out  of  town,  that  he  might  receive  the  in- 
tereft  for  us  when  due ;  or  if  you  fhould  want 
your  money,  that  you  might  receive  it  upon  your 
order.  Since  I  came  out  of  town,  the  South- 
fea  Company  have  come  to  a  refolution  to  pay 
cfF  50  per  cent,  of  their  bonds,  with  the  intereft 
of  the  50  per  cent,  to  Michaelmas  next.  So  that 
there  is  now  half  of  our  fortunes  in  Mr  Hoare's 
hands  at  prefent  without  any  intereft  going  on. 
As  you  feem  to  be  inclined  to  have  your  money 
remitted  to  Ireland,  I  will  not  lay  out  the  fum 
that  is  paid  into  his  hands  in  any  other  thing, 
till  I  have  your  orders.  I  cannot  tell  what  to 
do  with  my  own.  I  believe  I  fliall  fee  Mr  Hoare 
in  this  country  very  foon  ;  for  he  hath  an  houfe 
not  above  fix  miles  from  us,  and  I  intend  to  ad- 
Tife  with  him;  though,  in  the  prefent  fituation 
cf  affairs,  I  expe£l  to  be  left  to  take  my  own 
way.  The  remaining  50  per  cent,  were  it  to  be 

fold 
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fold  at  prefent,  bears  a  premium.  I  do  not 
know  w.hetber  I  write  intelligibly  upon  the  fub- 
je£l.  I  cannot  fend  you  the  particulars  of  your 
account,  though  I  know  I  am  in  debt  to  you  for 
interefl,  befides  your  principal;  and  you  will 
underftand  fo  much  of  what  I  intend  to  inform 
you,  that  half  of  your  money  is  now  in  Mr 
Hoare's  hands,  without  any  interefl.  So,  fince 
I  cannot  fend  you  the  particulars  of  your  account, 
I  will  now  fay  no  more  about  it. 

I  (hall  finiih  the  work  I  intended  this  fummer  ; 
but  I  look  upon  the  fuccefs  in  every  refpeft  to  be 
precarious.  You  judge  very  right  of  my  prefent 
fituation,  that  I  cannot  propofe  to  fucceed  by  fa- 
vour ;  and  I  don't  think,  if  I  could  flatter  my- 
felf  that  I  had  any  degree  of  merit,  much  could 
be  expected  from  that  unfafhionable  pretenfion. 

I  have  aim  oft  done  every  thing  I  propofed  in 
in  the  way  of  fables  •,  but  have  not  fet  the  lait 
hand  to  them.  Though  they  will  not  amount 
to  half  the  number,  I  believe  they  will  make 
much  fuch  another  volume  as  the  laft.  1  find  it 
the  moft  difficult  talk  I  ever  undertook;  but 
have  determined  to  go  through  with  it ;  and  af- 
ter this,  I  believe  I  mall  never  have  courage  e- 
nough  to  think  any  more  in  this  way.  Laft  poft 
I  had  a  letter  from  Mr  Pope,  who  informs  me, 
he  luth  heard  from  you,  and  that  he  is  prepa- 
ring fome  fcattered  things  of  your's  and  bis  for 
the  prefs.  I  believe  I  mall  not  fee  him  till  the 
winter;  for,  by  riding  and  walking,  I  am  endea- 
vouring to  lay  in  a  (lock  of  health,  to  fquander 

la 
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in  the  town.  You  fee,  in  this  refpeft,  ray  fcheme 
is  very  like  the  country-gentlemen  in  regard  to 
their  revenues.  As  to  my  eating  and  drinking, 
I  live  as  when  you  knew  me  ;  fo  that  in  that 
point  we  (hall  agree  very  well  in  living  together  ; 
and  the  Dutchefs  will  anfwer  for  me,  that  I  am 
cured  of  inattention  ;  for  I  never  forget  any  thing 
fhe  fays  to  me. 

The  Dutchefs  here  takes  up  the  reft  of  the  line. 

For  he  never  hears  what  I  fay,  fo  cannot  for- 
get.   If  I  ferved  him  the  fame  way,  I  fhould  not 
care  a  farthing  ever  to  be  better  acquainted  with 
my  Tunbridge  acquaintance,  whom,  by  my  at- 
tention to  him,  I  have  learned  to  fet  my  heart 
upon.     I  began  to  give  over  all  hopes,  and  from 
thence  began  my  neglect.     I  think  this  a  very 
philofophical  reafon,  though  there  might  be  ano- 
ther given.     When   fine  ladies  are  in  London, 
it  is  very  genteel  and   allowable  to  forget  their 
bed  friends  ;  which,    if   I  thought  modeftly   of 
myfelf,  muft  needs  be  you,  becaufe  you  know- 
little  of  me.     Till  you  do  more,  pray  don't  per- 
fuade  Mr  Gay,  that  he  is  difcreet  enough  to  live 
alone  ;  for  I  do  aflure  you  he  is  not,  nor  I  either. 
"We  are  of  great  ufe  to  one  another  ;  for  we  ne- 
ver flatter  nor  contradict,  but  when  it  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary,  and  then  we  do  it  to  fome  pur- 
pole  ;  particularly  the  firft  agrees  mightily  with 
our  conltitutions.     If  ever  we  quarrel,  it  will  be 
about  a  piece  of  bread  and  butter  ;  for  fome  bo- 
dy, is  never  fick,  except  he  eats  too  much.     He 

will 
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will  not  quarrel  with  you  for  a  glafs  or  fo ;  for 
by  that  means  he  hopes  to  gulp  down  fome  of 
that  forty  millions  of  Schemes  that  hindered  him 
from  being  good  company.  I  would  fain  fee 
you  here,  there  is  fo  fair  a  chance  that  one  of 
us  mufl  be  pleafed,  perhaps  both,  you  with  an 
old  acquaintance,  and  I  with  a  new  one  :  It  is 
fo  well  worth  taking  a  journey  for,  that  if  the 
mountain  will  not  come  to  Mahomet,  Mahomet 
mull  go  to  the  mountain.  But  before  either  ot 
our  journies  are  fettled,  I  defire  you  would  re- 
folve  me  one  queftion,  whether  a  man,  who 
thinks  himfelf  well  where  he  is,  mould  look  out 
of  his  houfe  and  fervants  before  'tis  convenient, 
before  he  grows  old,  or  before  a  perfon,  with 
whom  he  lives,  pulls  him  out  by  the  fleeve  in 
private,  (according  to  oath),  and  tells  him,  they 
have  enough  of  his  company  ?  He  will  not  let 
me  write  one  word  more,  but  that.  I  have  a  very 
great  regard  for  you,  &5V. 

The  Duke  is  very  much  your's,  and  will  never 
leave  you  to  your  wine  *.  Many  thanks  for 
your  drum. 1  wHh  to  receive  your  con- 
gratulations for  the  other  boy,  you  may  believe 


VOL.  XVI.  Li  LETTER 


•  When  the  Dean  wis  with  Mr  Pope  it  Twickenham, 
he  uC->d  to  defert  th«:m  io.m  after  flipper,  with,  "  \V\T-, 
"gentlemen,  Iieav;e  J-ou  to  y.j'n-  wine." 
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MRS  CAESAR  *  TO   DR  SWIFT. 

Auguft  6.  1732. 

PERMIT  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  re- 
turn of  Mrs  Barber,  with  thanks  for  plea- 
fures  enjoyed  in  her  company  5  for  had  (he  not 
tome  recommended  by  the  Dean  of  St  Patrick's, 
likely  I  had  paffed  by  her  unheeded,  being  apt 
to  follow  a  good  author,  in  fhunning  thofe  of  my 
own  coat.  But  hold  •,  I  muft  look  if  it  runs  not 
from  corner  to  corner,  which  I  more  fear  than 
length.  For  Pope  fays,  Though  fometimes  he 
finds  too  many  letters  in  my  words,  never  too 
many  words  in  my  letters.  So,  with  MrCsefcr's 
and  my  beft  wiflies,  thou  worthy,  witty,  honed 
Dean,  farewell. 

M.  ADELMAR  CAESAR. 

LETTER      DXXVIII. 

iA'DY   \VORSLEY   *   TO    DR   SWIFT. 


I 


SIR,  Augujl  6.  1732. 

FLATTER  myfelf,  that  if  you  had  received 
rny  laft  letter,  you  would  have  favoured. me 

with 

*  "Wife  to  die    treafurer  of  the  navy  during  Lord  Ox- 
ford's adminiftrat  ion,    in  the  reign  of  Queen   Anne. 

•  Frances  Lady  W«rilley,  v'fe  ->l'-Sir  Robert  Wordcy, 
Bart,  and  mother  of  Lady  Cartcret,  \vife  af  Ja.hu  Lo.|J 
Carteret,  afterwards  Earl  Gran  villc. 
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with  an  anfwer}  therefore  I  take  it  for  granted 
it  is  loth 

I  was  fo  proud  of  your  commands,  and  fo  fear- 
ful of  being  fupplanted  by  my  daughter,  that  I 
went  to  work  immediately,  that  her  box  might 
not  keep  her  in  your  remembrance,  whilft  there 
was  nothing  to  put  you  in  mind  of  an  old  friend 
and  humble  fervant.  But  Mrs  Barber's  long 
flay  here  (who  promifed  m'e  to  convey  it  to  you) 
has  made  me  appear  very  negligent.  I  doubt 
not  but  you  think  me  unworthy  of  the  (hare  you 
once  told  -.ne  I  had  in  your  heart.  What  if  I 
am  a  great-grand-mother,  I  can  ftill  diftinguifh 
your  merit  from  all  the  reft  of  the  world  5  but  it 
is  not  confident  with  your  good  breeding  to  put 
me  in  mind  of  it  ;  therefore  I  am  determined 
not  to  ufe  my  intereft  with  Sir  Robert  for  a 
living  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  though  nothing 
clfe  could  reconcile  me  to  the  place.  But  if  I 
could  make  you  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,!  fhould 
forget  my  refent  men's  for  lake  of  the  flock,  who 
very  much  want  a  careful  (hepherd.  Are  vre 
to  have  the  honour  of  feeing  you  or  not  ?  I  hate 
frefh  hopes  given  me  ;  but  I  dare  not  plcafe  my* 
felf  too  much  with  them,  left  I  fhould  be  again, 
ilifappointed.  If  I  had  it  as  much  in  my  po\vef 
as  my  inclination  to  ferve  Mrs  Barber,  (he  fhould 
not  be  kept  thus  long  attending  •,  but  I  hope  her 
next  voyage  may  prove  more  fuccefsful.  She 
is  juft  come  in,  and  tells  me  you  have  fprained 
your  foot,  which  will  prevent  your  journey  till 
the  next  fummer ;  but  affaire  yourfelf  the  Bath 
is  the  only  infallible  cure  for  fuch  an  accident. 
LI  2  If 
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If  you  have  any  regard  remaining  for  me,  youH 
fhew  it  by  taking  my  advice  ;  if  not,  I'll  en- 
deavour to  forget  you,  if  I  can.  But  till  that 
doubt  is  cleared,  I  am,  as  much  as  ever,  the 
Dean's  obedient  humble  fervant, 

F.  WORSELEY 


L     E    T   T    E   R      DXXIX. 

Dublin,  Aug.  12.  1731* 

I  KNOW  not  what  to  fay  to  the  account  of  your 
ftewardfhip ,  and  it  is  monftrous  to  me,  that 
the  South-fea  fhould  pay  half  their  debts  at  one 
clap.  But  1  will  fend  for  the  money  when  you 
put  me  into  the  way  ;  for  I  fhall  want  it  heie, 
my  affairs  being  in  a  bad  condition  by  the  mi- 
feries  of  the  kingdom,  and  my  own  private  for- 
tune being  wholly  embroiled,  and  worfe  than 
ever;  fo  that  I  fhall  foon  petition  the  Dutchefs, 
as  an  object  of  charity,  to  lend  me  three  or  four 
thoufand  pounds  to  keep  up  my  dignity.  My 
one  hundred  pound  will  buy  me  fix  hogfheads 
of  wine,  which  will  fupport  me  a  year  ;  prcvifa 
frugis  in  annum  copia.  Horace  defired  no  more  ; 
•for  I  will  conftrue  frugis  to  be  wine.  You  arc 
young  enough  to  get  fome  lucky  hint,  which 
nmft  come  by  chance,  and  it  fhall  be  a  thing  of 
importance,  quod  et  hunc  in  annum  vivat  et  in 
plures ;  and  you  fhall  not  finifh  it  in  hafte,  and 
it  fhall  be  diverting,  and  ufefully  fatirical,  and 
the  Dutchefs  fhall  be  your  ccitic  ;  and  betwixt 

yc-u 


•„ 
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you  and  me,  I  do  not  find  fhe  will  grow  weary 
of  you  till  this  time  feven  yenrs.  I  had  lately 
an  otier  to  change  for  an  Englifh  living,  which 
is  jufl  too  fliort  by  300  1.  a-year 5  and  that  muft 
be  made  up  out  of  the  Dutchefs's  pin-money,  be- 
fore I  can  confent.  I  want  to  be  minifter  of 
Amefbury,  Dawley,  Twickenham,  Riikins,  and 
prebendary  of  Weilmiufter  ;  elfe  I  will  not  itir 
a  ftep,  but  content  myfelf  with  making  the  Dut- 
chefs  miferable  three  months  next  furnmer.  But 
I  keep  ill  company  :  I  mean  the  Dutchefs  and 
you,  who  are  both  out  of  favour  ;  and  fo  I  find 
am  I,  by  a  few  verfes  wherein  Pope  and  you  have 

your  parts.     You  hear  Dr    I) y   has    got  a 

wife  with  1600  1.  a-year;  I,  who  am  his  gover- 
nor, cannot  take  one  under  two  thoufand.  I 
wifli  you  would  inquire  of  fuch  a  one  in  your 
neighbourhood.  See  what  it  is  to  write  godly 
books  !  I  profefs  I  envy  you  above  all  men  in 
England.  You  want  nothing  but  three  thou- 
fand pounds  more  to  keep  you  in  plenty,  when 
your  friends  grow  weary  of  you.  To  prevent 
•which  la  ft  evil  at  Amefbury,  you  mult  learn  to 
domineer  and  fee  peevifh,  to  find  fault  with  their 
victuals  and  drink,  to  chide  and  direct  the  fer- 
vants,  with  fome  other  It- ilbns  which  I  {hall  teach 
you,  and  always  practifed  myfelf  with  fuccefs. 
I  believe  I  formerly  dcfired  to  know,  whether 
the  vicar  of  Amefbury  can  play  at  backgammon. 
Pray  aflc  him  the  queftion,  and  give  him  my  fer- 
vice. 

L  1  3  Ta 
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To  the  Dutchefs. 
MADAM, 

I  was  the  moft  unwary  creature  in  the  world, 
when,  againft  my  old  maxims,  I  writ  firft  to 
you  upon  your  return  to  Tunbridge.  1  beg  that 
this  condefcenfion  of  mine  may  go  no  farther, 
and  that  you  will  not  pretend  to  make  a  prece- 
dent of  it.  I  never  knew  any  man  cured  of  any 
inattention,  although  the  pretended  caufes  were 
removed.  When  I  was  with  Mr  Gay  laft  in 
London,  talking  with  him  on  fome  poetical  fub- 
jects,  he  would  anfwer,  "  Well,  1  am  determi- 
**  ned  not  to  accept  the  employment  of  Gentle- 
"  man-ufher:"  And  of  the  fame  difpofition  were 
all  my  poetical  friends  •,  and  if  you  cannot  cure 
him,  I  utterly  defpair. — As  to  yourfelf,  I  would 
fay  to  you  (though  comparifons  be  odious)  what 
I  faid  to  the ,  that  your  quality  fliould  be  ne- 
ver any  motive  of  efteem  to  me  :  My  compli- 
ment was  then  loft,  but  it  will  not  be  fo  to  you. 
Tor  I  know  you  more  by  any  one  of  your  letters 
than  I  could  by  fix  months  converging.  Your 
pen  is  always  more  natural,  and  fincere,  and 
unaffected  than  your  tongue  :  In  writing  yoa 
are  too  lazy  to  give  yourfelf  the  trouble  of  act- 
ing a  part ;  and  have  indeed  acted  fo  indifcrect- 
ly,  that  I  have  you  at  mercy  :  And  although 
yoa  fhould  arrive  to  fuch  a  beighth  of  immora- 
lity as  to  deny  your  hand,  yet,  whenever  I  pro- 
duce it,  the  world  will  unite  in  fwearing  this 
snuft  come  from  you  only. 

I  will  anfwer  your  queftion.     Mr  Gay  is  not 

dif  erect 
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cKfcreet  enough  to  live  alone,  but  he  is  too  dif- 
creet  to  live  alone  j  and  yet  (unlefs  you  mend 
him)  he  will  live  alone  in  your  Grace's  com- 
pany. Your  quarrelling  with  each  other  upon 
the  fubject  of  bread  and  butter,  is  the  moft  ufual 
thing  in  the  world.  Parliaments,  courts,  cities, 
and  kingdoms,  quarrel  for  no  other  caufe  :  From 
hence,  and  from  hence  only,  arife  all  the  quar- 
rels between  Whig  and  Tory  ;•  between  thofe 
who  are  in  the  miniftry,  and  thofe  who  are  out; 
between  all  pretenders  to  employment  in  the 
church,  the  law,  and  the  army.  Even  the  com- 
mon proverb  teaches  you  this,  when  we  fay,  It 
is  none  of  my  bread  and  butter  ;  meaning,  It  is, 
no  bufmefs  of  mine.  Therefore  1  defpair  of 
any  reconcilement  between  you  till  the  affair  of 
bread  and  butter  be  adjufted,  wherein  I  would 
gladly  be  a  mediator.  If  Mahomet  fhould  come 
to  the  mountain,  how  happy  would  an  excel- 
lent lady  be,  who  lives  a  few  miles  from  this 
town  ?  As  I  was  telling  of  Mr  Gay's  way  of 
living  at  Amefbury,  fhe  offered  fifty  guineas  tcr 
have  you  both  at  her  houfe  for  one  hour  over  a 
bottle  of  Burgundy,  which  we  were  then  drink- 
ing. To  your  qucftion  I  anlwer,  That  your 
Grace  fhould  pull  me  by  the  fleeve  till  you  tore 
it  off;  and  when  you  faid  you  were  weary  of 
me,  I  would  pretend  to  be  deaf,  and  think  (ac- 
cording to  another  proverb)  that  you  tore  my 
cloaths  to  keep  me  from  going.  I  never  will  be- 
lieve one  word  you  fay  of  my  Lord  Duke,  unlefs 
I  fee  three  or  four  lines  in  his  own  hand  at  the 
bottom,  of  your's-  I  bave  a  concern  in  the  whole 

family* 
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family,  and  Mr  Gay  muft  give  me  a  particular 
account  of  every  branch  j  for  I  am  not  afhamed 
of  you,  though  you  be  Duke  and  Dutchefs  ; 
though  I  have  been  of  others  who  are,  &c.  and 
I  do  not  doubt  but  even  your  own  fervants  love 
yovi,  even  down  to  your  poililions  ;  and  when 
1  come  to  Amefbury,  before  I  fee  your  Grace, 
I  will  have  an  hour's  converfation  with  the  vi- 
car, who  will  tell  me  how  familiarly  you  will 
talk  to  Goocty  Dobfon  and  the  neighbours,  as  if 
you  were  their  equal,  and  that  you  were  god- 
mother to  her  fon  Jacky.  I  am,  and  fliall  b* 
ever,  with  the  greatest  refpedl,  your  Grace's 
moft  obedient,  fcsrY, 


LETTER       DXXX. 

ALDERMAN   BARBER  TO   DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  London,  Aug.  24.  1732. 

I  WISH  Dr  Delaney  had  complied  with  your 
requeit  fooner,  in  acquainting  me  with  your 
intentions  in  favour  of  Mr  Pilkington  I  could 
have  been  glad  alfo,  that  he  had  acquainted  you, 
as  I  dcfired  him,  with  the  particulars  how  I 
Hood  circumilantiated  in  relation  to  the  chap- 
lain ;  for  I  flatter  myfelf  that  your  ufual  good- 
nature would  have  induced  you  to  comply  with 
my  requeft,  in  writing  a  letter  to  me,  in  an  au- 
thoritative way,  in  your  recommendation  of  Mr 
Pilkington  ;  which  would  have  given  me  a  good 

excufe 
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excufe  for  my  refufing  a  gentleman,  whom  my 
deputy  and  common-council-men  had  recom- 
mended to  me  above  fix  months  ago. 

Another  accident  happened  in  this  affair,  by 
the  Doctor's  not  receiving  a  letter  I  fent  hin>, 
which,  by  miflake,  came  not  to  his  hands 
(though  at  home)  until  many  hours  after  my 
man  had  left  it  at  his  lodgings  ;  which  letter, 
had  he  fcen  in  time,  would  have  prevented  fome 
little  difficulties  I  lie  under  in  this  affair,  and 
which  I  muft  get  over  as  well  as  I  can. 

For,  Sir,  when  I  reflect  on  the  many  obliga- 
tions I  have  to  you,  which  I  (hall  ever  acknow- 
ledge, I  am  gh'd  of  any  occafion  to  {how  my  gra» 
titude  ;  and  do  hereby,  at  your  requeft,  make 
Mr  Pilkington  my  chaplain,  when  Mayor.  I  wifh 
it  may  anfwer  his  expectations  ;  for  the  profits 
are  not  above  erne  hundred  and  twenty  pounds* 
if  fa  much,  as  lam  told  he  conftantly  dines  with 
the  Mayor  ;  but  I  am  afraid  can't  lie  in  the  Hall, 
the  rooms  being  all  of  ftate.  For  your  fake  I 
will  mew  him  all  the  civilities  I  can.  You  will 
recommend  him  to  Jo.  (Dr  I  mean)  Trapp. 
The  Mayor's  day  is  the  3Cth  of  October  j  fo  that 
he  mny  take  his  own  time. 

It  would  add  very  much  to  my  felicity,  if  your 
health  would  permit  you  to  come  over  in  the 
fpring,  and  fee  a  pageant  of  your  own  making. 
Had  you  been  here  now,  I  a-m  perfuaded  you 
would  have  put  me  to  an  additional  expence,  by 
having  a  raree-fhew  (or  pageant)  as  of  old,  on 
the  Lord-Mayor's  day.  Mr  Pope  and  I  were 
thinking  to  have  a  large  machine  carried  through 

the 
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the  city,  with  a  printing-prefs,  author,  publifh- 
ers,  hawkers,  devils,  &c.  and  a  fatincal  poem 
printed  and  thrown  from  the  prefs  to  the  rnob, 
in  public  view,  but  not  to  give  offence ;  but  your 
abfence  fpoils  that  defign. 

Pray  God  preferve  you  long,  very  long,  for 
the  good  of  your  country,  and  the  joy  and  fatif- 
fa£Hon  of  your  friends  ;  among  whom  I  take  the 
liberty  to  fubfcribe  rrtyfelfi  with  great  firtceriff, 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient,  and  tooft  humble  fer- 
»antj 

J.   BARBER. 


LETTER     DXXXI. 


UK   GAY   AND  THE  DUTCHESS  OF* 
TO   DR  SW1JT. 


DEAR  SIR,  Amt/buryi  Aug.  28-  1732. 

MP\  Hoare  hath  a  hundred  and  odd  pounds 
of  your's  in  his  hands,  which  you  may 
have  whenever  you  pleafe  to  draw  upon  me  for 
k.  I  know  I  am  more  indebted  to  you,  I  mean 
befides  the  South-fea  bond  of  a  hundred  that 
ftill  fubfrfts  ;  but  I  cannot  tell  you  exa£Uy  how 
your-account  (lands  till  I  go  to  town.  I  have 
money  of  my  own  too  in  Mr  Hoare's  hands, 
\vhich  I  know  net  at  prefent  how  to  difpofe  of. 
I  believe  I  {hall  leave  it  without  intereft  till  1  go 
to  to\vn,  and  {hall-then  be  at  the  fame  lofs  how- 
to  difpofe  of  it  as  now.  I  have  an  intention  to 
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get  more  money  next  winter  j  but  am  prepared 
tor  difappoiqtments,  which  I  think  it  is  very- 
likely  I  mall  meet  with  ;  yet  as  you  think  it  con- 
venient and  neceiTary  that  I  mould  have  more 
than  I  have,  you  fee  I  do  what  I  can  to  oblige 
you.  If  my  defign  fhouH  take  effect,  I  defire 
you  will  be  as  eafy  under  it  as  I  fhall  be  ;  for  I 
find  you  fo  folicitous  about  me,  that  you  cannot 
bear  my  difappointments  as  well  as  I  can.  If  I 
don't  write  intelligibly  to  you,  it  is  becaufe  I 
would  not  have  the  clerks  of  the  poil-office  know 
every  thing  I  am  doing.  If  you  would  come 
here  this  fummer,  you  might,  with  me,  have 
helped  to  have  drank  up  the  Duke's  wine,  and 
faved  your  money.  I  am  grown  fo  favirig  of 
late,  that  I  very  often  reproach  my-felf  with  be- 
ing covetous  ;  and  I  am  very  often  afraid  that  I 
{hall  have  the  trouble  of  having  money,  and'ne- 
ver  have  the  pleafure  of  making  ufe  of  it.  I 
vim  you  could  live  among  us  ;  but  not  unlefs  it 
could  be  to  your  eafe  and  fatisfa&ion.  You  in- 
fift  upon  your  being  minirter  of  Amefbury,  Daw- 
ley,  Twickenham,  Rifking,  and  a  prebendary  of 
Weftminfter.  For  your  being  minifler  in  thofe 
places,  I  cannot  promife  you  ;  but  I  know  you 
might  have  a  good  living  in  every  one  of  them.' 
Gambadoes  I  have  rid  in,  and  1  think  them  a 
very  fine  and  ufeful  invention  ',  but  I  have  not 
made  ufe  of  them  fince  I  left  Devonfliire. 
ride  and  walk  every  day  to  fuch  excefs,  that  I 
am  afraid  I  mall  take  a  furfeit  of  it.  I  am  fure, 
if  I  am  not  better  in  health  after  it,  it  is  no* 

worth 
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worth  the  pains.  I  fay  this,  though  I  have  this 
feafon  (hot  nineteen  brace  of  partridges.  I  have 
very  little  acquaintance  with  our  vicar  ;  he  doth 
not  live  among  us,  but  refides  in  another  pariih. 
And  I  have  not  played  at  backgammon  with  any 
body  fince  I  came  to  Amefbury,  but  Lady  Ha- 
rold, and  Lady  Bateman.  As  Dr  Delaney  hath 
taken  away  a  fortune  from  us^,  I  expect  to  be 
recommended  in  Ireland.  If  authors  of  godly 
books  are  entitled  to  fuch  fortunes,  I  defire  you 
would  recommend  me  as  a  moral  one  :  1  mean  in 
Ireland,  for  that  recommendation  would  not  do 
in  England. 

THE    DUTCHESS    BEGINS. 

The  Dutchefs  will  not  lend  you  two  or  three 
thoufand  pounds  to  keep  up  your  dignity,  for 
reafons  to  Strada  del  Poe ;  but  (he  had  much  ra- 
ther give  you  that,  or  ten  thoufand  pounds  more, 
than  lay  it  out  in  a  fine  petticoat  to  make  her- 
felf  refpefted. 

I  believe,  for  all  you  give  Mr  Gay  much  good 
advice,  that  you  are  a  very  indifcreet  perfon  your- 
felf,  or  elfe  you  would  come  here  to  take  care 
of  your  own  affairs ;  and  not  be  fo  indifcreet  as 
to  fend  for  your  money  over  to  a  place  where 
there  is  none.  Mr  Gay  is  a  very  rich  man ;  for 
I  really  think  he  does  not  wifh  to  be  richer;  but 
he  will,  for  he  is  doing  what  you  bid  him; 
though  if  it  may  not  be  allowed,  he  will  acquire 
greater  honour,  and  lefs  trouble.  His  covetouf- 

nefi 

*  Tke  Uo<5lor  married  Mrs  FcnJ;rva*. 
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nefs,  at  prefent,  is  for  health,  which  he  takes  fo 
much  pains  for,  that  he  does  not  allow  himfelf 
time  to  enjoy  it.  Neither  does  he  allow  himfelf 
time  to  be  either  abfent  or  prefent.  When  he 
began  to  be  a  fportfman,  he  had  like  to  have 
killed  a  dog ;  and  now  every  day  I  expe£l  he 
will  kill  himfelf,  and  then  the  bread  and  butter 
affair  can  never  be  brought  before  you.  It  is 
really  an  affair  of  too  great  confequence  to  be 
trufted  in  a  letter,  therefore  pray  come  on  pur- 
pofe  to  decide  it.  If  you  do,  you  will  not  hear 
how  familiar  I  am  with  Goody  Dobfon ;  for  I 
have  feen  Goody  Dobfon  play  at  that  with  fo  ill 
a  grace,  that  1  was  determined  never  to  rifle 
any  thing  fo  unbecoming.  I  am  not  beloved, 
neither  do  I  love  any  creature,  except  a  very 
few,  and  thofe  for  not  having  any  fort  of  merit, 
but  only  becaufe  it  is  my  humour.  Jn  this  rank 
Mr  Gay  (lands  firft,  and  yourfelf  next,  if  you 
like  to  be  refpedled  upon  thefe  conditions.  Now 
do  you  know  me  ?  He  {lands  over  me  and  fcolds 
me  for  fpelling  ill ;  and  is  very  peevifh  (and 
fleepy)  that  I  do  not  give  him  up  the  pen ;  for 
he  has  yawned  for  it  a  thoufand  times.  We 
both  once  heard  a  lady  (who  at  that  time  we 
both  thought  well  of)  wifli  that  {he  had  the  beft 
living  in  England  to  give  you.  It  was  not  I ; 
but  I  do  wifli  it  with  all  my  heart,  if  Mr  Gay 
docs  not  hang  out  falfe  lights  for  his  friend. 

VOL.  XVI.  M  m  MR 
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MR    GAY    GOES    ON    HERE. 

I  bad  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  I  very  lately  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Twickenham,  in  which  was 
this  paragraph  :  "  Motte  and  another  idle  fel- 
"  low,  I  find,  have  been  writing  to  the  Dean,  to 
"  get  him  to  give  them  fome  copy-right,  which 
"  furely  he  will  be  not  fo  indifcreet  as  to  do> 
ct  when  he  knows  mydefign,  and  has  done  thefe 
"  two  months  and  more.  Surely  I  fliould  be  a 
"  properer  perfon  to  truft  the  diftribution  of  his 
*{  works  with,  than  fo  common  a  bookfeller. 
t(  Here  will  be  nothing  but  the  ludicrous  and 
"  little  things  j  none  of  the  political,  or  any 
<c  things  of  confequence,  which  are  wholly  at 
'*  his  own  difpofal.  But  at  any  rate,  it  would 
"  be  filly  in  him  to  give  a  copy-right  to  any, 
"  which  can  only  put  the  manner  of  publiming 
**  them  hereafter  out  of  his  own  and  his  friends 
"  power,  into  that  of  mercenaries/' 

I  really  think  this  is  a  very  ufeful  precaution, 
confidering  how  you  have  been  treated  by  thefe 
fort  of  fellows. 

The  Duke  is  faft  afleep,  or  he  would  add  a 
line. 

LETTER      DXXXII. 

•      SIR   WILLIAM    FOWNES   TO    DR    SWIFT. 


I 


DEAR  SIR,         Ijland-Bridge,  yth  Sept.  1732. 
T  has  been  the  obfervation  of  travellers  (as  I 
have  been  frequently  told)   that,   in  all  the 

countries 
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countries  they  have  feen,  they  never  met  with 
fewer  public  charitable  foundations  than  in  this 
kingdom. 

Private  charities,  no  doubt,  will  have  their  re- 
ward  j  but  public  are  great  incitements ;  and 
good  examples  often  draw  others  on,  though 
grudgingly ;  and  fo  a  good  work  be  done,  no 
matter  who  are  the  workmen. 

When  I  was  Lord  Mayor,  I  faw  fome  miferable 
lunatics  expofed  to  the  hazard  of  others  as  well 
as  themfelves.  I  had  fix  ftrong  cells  made  at 
the  work-houie  for  the  moft  outrageous,  which 
were  foon  filled  ;  and  by  degrees,  in  a  ihort  time, 
thofe  few  drew  upon  us  the  felicitations  of  many, 
till,  by  the  time  the  old  corporation  ceafed,  we 
had,  in  that  houfe,  forty  and  upwards.  The 
door  being  opened,  intereft  foon  made  way  to 
let  in  the  foolifh,  and  fuch  like,  as  mad  folks. 
Thefe  grew  a  needlefs  charge  upon  us ;  and  had 
that  courfe  gone  on,  by  this  time  the  houfe  had 
been  filled  with  fuch.  The  new  corporation 
got  rid  of  mod  of  thefe  by  death  or  the  care 
of  friends,  and  came  to  a  refolution  not  to  admit 
any  fuch  for  the  future;  and  the  firft  denial  was 
to  a  requefl  of  the  Earl  of  Kildare,  which  put  a 
full  flop  to  all  farther  applications.  As  I  take 
it,  there  are  at  this  time  a  number  of  objects 
which  require  affifbnce ;  and  probably  many 
maybe  reitored,  if  proper  care  could  be  taken  of 
them.  There  is  no  public  place  for  their  recep- 
tion, nor  private  undertakers,  as  about  London. 
Friends  and  relations  here  would  pay  the  charge 
M  m  2  of 
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of  their  fupport  and  attendance,  if  there  were 
a  place  for  fecuring  fuch  lunatics. 

I  own  to  you,  I  was  for  fome  time  averfe  to 
our  having  a  public  Bedlam,  apprehending  we 
fhould  be  overloaded  with  numbers,  under  the 
name  of  mad.  Nay,  I  was  apprehenfive  our 
cafe  would  foon  be  like  that  in  England  ;  wives 
and  hufbands  trying  who  could  firft  get  the  o- 
ther  to  Bedlam.  Many  who  were  next  heirs  to 
eftates,  would  try  their  ilcill  to  render  thi  pof- 
feflbr  difordered,  and  get  them  confined,  and  foon 
run  them  into  real  madnefs.  Such  like  confe- 
quences  I  dreaded,  and  therefore  have  been  filent 
on  the  fubjett  till  of  late.  Now  I  am  convinced 
that  regard  fhould  be  had  to  thofe  under  fuch 
difmal  circumftanced :  And  I  have  heard  the 
Primate  and  others  exprefs  their  concern  for 
them  ;  and  no  doubt  but  very  fufficient  fubfcrip- 
tions  may  be  had  to  fet  this  needful  work  on 
foot.  I  fhould  think  it  would  be  a  pleafure  to 
any  one  that  has  any  intention  this  way,  to  fee 
fpmething  done  in  their  lifetime,  rather  than 
leave  it  to  the  eonducl  of  pofterity.  I  would 
not  confent  to  the  proceeding  on  fuch  a  work  ia 
the  manner  I  have  feen  our  poor-houfe,  and  Dr 
Steven's  hofpital,  viz.  to  have  fo  expenfive  a 
foundation  laid,  that  the  expence  of  the  building 
fhould  require  fnch  a  fum,  and  fo  long  a  time  to 
•finiili,  as  will  take  up  half  an  age. 

My  fcheme  for  fuch  an  undertaking  fhould  be 
much  to  this  effect  : 

Firft,  I  would  have  a  fpot  of  ground  fixed  oi>, 

that 
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that  mould  be  in  a  good  open  air,  free  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  houfes  •,  for  the  cries  and  ex- 
clamations of  the  outrageous  would  reach  a 
great  way,  and  ought  not  to  difturb  neighbours  » 
which  was  what  you  did  not  think  of  when  you 
mentioned  a  fpot  in  a  clofe  place  almoit  in  the 
heart  of  the  city.  There  are  many  places  in  the 
out-lkirts  of  the  city  I  can  name  very  proper. 

Next  to  the  fixing  of  a  proper  fpot,  I  would, 
when  that  is  fecured,  (which  fhould  be  a  good 
fpace),  have  it  well  inclofed  with  a  high  wall, 
the  coil  of  all  which  muit  be  known.  Then  I 
would  have  the  cells  of  the  Royal  Hofpital  In- 
firmary, lately  made  for  mad  people,  be  exami- 
ned, how  convenient,  and  how  in  all  points  they 
are  adapted  to  the  purpofe,  with  .the  cod  of  thefo 
cells,  which  I  take  to  be  fix  or  eight  pounds. 
Then  I  would  proceed  to  the  very  needful  houfe 
for  the  mafter  and  the  proper  fervants.  Then 
another  building,  to  which  there  fhould  be  a  pi- 
azza for  a  ftone-gallery,  for  walking  dry  ;  and 
out  of  that  feveral  lodging  cells  for  fuch  as  are 
not  outrageous,  but  melancholy,  &c.  This  may 
be  enlarged  in  length,  or  by  a  return  ;  and  over- 
head the  fame  fort  of  a  gallery,  with  little  rooms, 
or  cells,  opening  the  doors  into  the  gallery ;  for, 
by  intervals,  the  objetls  affected  may  be  permit- 
ted to  walk  at  times  in  the  galleries. 

This  is  according  to  the  cuftom  of  London. 
Annexed  to  the  mafter's  houfe  mutt  be  the  kit- 
chen and  offices. 

This  proceCviitv*  may  be  fo  contrived,  as  to  be 
M  m  3  enlarged 
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enlarged  from  time  to  time,  as  there  (hall  be  a 
fund,   and   occafion    to    require   the    additions. 
There  is  no  neceflity  for  any  plans  or  architects  j 
but  an  ordinary  capacity  may  contrive  thofe  en- 
largements.     Perhaps  there   may   appear  fome 
well-difpofed  perfons,   who  will   fay,  they  will 
make  this  enlargement ;  and,  by  fuch  helps,  they 
may  be  fufficiently  done  to  anfwer  all  purpofes. 
It  comes  jufl  now  into  my  head,  that  there  is  a 
very  proper  fpot  *,  which   I  think  the  Chapter 
of  St  Patrick  let  to  one  Lee,   a  brick-layer,  or 
builder.      It  lies  back   of  Aungier-ilreet   eaft, 
comes  out  of  York-ftreet,  down  a  place  called 
the  Dunghill,   runs  down  to  the  end  of  King- 
ftreet,  facing  William-ftreet ;   at  the  north-end 
of  which  fome  alms-houfes  are  built  by  Dowling 
and  others.     Alfo   there  ftands  to  the  front  of 
the  flreet,  a  large  ftone  building,  called  an  Alms- 
houfe,  made  by  Mrs  Mercer ;  though  by-the-bye, 
I  hear  fhe  is  weary  of  her  project,  and  does  little 
in  fupplying  that  houfe,  or  endowing  it.     Per- 
haps  the  ground  maybe  eafily  come  at  from  Lee's 
heirs ;  and,  by  your  application,  I  know  not  but 
Mrs  Mercer  may  give  her  houfe  up  to  promote 
fo  good  a  work.  This  will  go  a  good  way,  and  be- 
ing followed  by  fubfcriptions,  a  great  and  fpeedy 
progrefs  may  be  made,   in  which  I  will  readily 
join  my  intereft  and  labour.     If  that  fpot  fails, 
we  will  pitch  upon1  another.     Whatfoever-may 

be 

•  The  ground  here  mentioned  by  Sir  William  Forties 
*!oes  not  belong  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St  Patrick's, 
but  to  the  corporation  of  Vicars  choral  in.  that  calhc- 
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be  your  future  intentions,  don't  deny  me  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  good  your  appearance  and  help 
may  now  do.  I  would  not  make  a  ftep  in  this 
affair,  if  it  fliaU  not  be  agreed,  that  all  matters, 
which  require  the  confent  by  votes,  fhall  be  de- 
termined by  the  method  of  a  ballotting-bo\-, 
that  no  great  folks,  or  their  fpeeches,  fliould  car- 
ry what  they  pleafe,  by  their  method  of  fcoring 
upon  paper,  and  feeing  who  marks,  £5V.  too 
much  praclifed. 

If  there  be  nothing  in  this  paper  worth  your 
attention,  you  know  how  to  difpofe  cf  it.  You 
have  the  thoughts  of  your  affured  humble,  fer- 
varit. 

W.    FOWNES,* 

THE  PROPOSAL. 

I.  That  an  hofpital,  called  Bedlam,  be  built  io 
the  city  of  Dublin,  or  liberties,  for  the  reception 
of  lunatics  from  any  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

II.  In  order  to  promote  fo  good  a  work,  let  fub- 
fcriptions  be  taken  in  Dublin,  and  every  city  and 
town  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  the  chief  m-.i^ 
(Irate  of  each  place  be  defired  to  recommend  the 
fubfcription-paper  fent  to  him  for  that  purpofe. 

III.  That  when  public  notice  is  given  in  print, 
that  ground  is  fecured  for  building  the  hofpital 
of  Bedlam,  the  fubfcription  be  collected,  and  fent 
to  Dublin,  and  p.iid  into  the  hands  of 

Qnery,  Mr  Thorn,  fteward  to  the  Blue-Coat  hof- 
pkul,  a  very  proper  perfon. 
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IV.  That   upon   notice   given   by  Mr  Thorn, 
,that  he  he  has  received  200  1.  a  meeting  fhall  be 
held  of  all  fubfcribers  who  happen  to  be  in  Du- 
blin, at  a  proper  time  and  place. 

V.  Such  perfons  as  fubfcribe  5  1.  or  upwards, 
to  huve  a  vote  at  fuch  meeting. 

VI.  That  Mr  Thorn,  giving  fecurity,  be  con- 
tinued to  receive  and  pay  out  the  money  fubfcri- 
bed  for  one  year,  and  be  allowed  only  (ixpence 
per  pound,  for  receiving  and  paying. 

VII.  That  the  money  firil  laid  out  fhall  be  for 
the  building  of  fix  or  eight  ftrong  cells,  for  out- 
rageous lunatics  to  be  confined  in,  and  after  the 
form  of  thofe  made  at  the  infirmary  of  the  Royal 
Hofpital. 

VIII.  That  the  college  of  phyficians  be  defired 
to  contribute  to   this  good  work,  by  appointing 
two  or  three  of  their  body  to  be  prefent  at  the 
iirit  meeting,  and  to  give  their  opinion  as  to  the 
conveniency  of  the  cells,  what  boilers  are  proper 
to  be  fet  up  in  a  kitchen,  and  what  food  is  proper 
to  be  provided  for  fuch  lunatics. 

IX.  That  near  the   cells  be  made  a  kitchen, 
fmall  at  firft,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,    as  capable 
to  be  enlarged.  That  over  this  kitchen  be  a  mid- 
dle room,  and  over  it  a  garret,  to  lodge  the  cook- 
tnaid  and  one  other  maid. 

X.  That  adjoining  the  kitchen  may  be  made 
•one  room,  of  1 8  feet  by  1 8,  which  may  ferve  for 
Mr  Thorn  to  attend  in,  and  where  the  doctors,  or 
any  fubfcribers,  may  meet  on  occafion.     And  o- 
ver  the  room  another,  to  ferve  for  a  ftore-room  ^ 

and 


CORRESPONDENCE.         417 

and  a  garret  to  lodge  a  porter  or  two,  that  muft 
attend  the  lunatics. 

XI.  That  thefe  buildings  be  made  plain  and 
flrong,  with  as  little  coft  as  can  be. 

XII.  That  the  charge  of  thefe   be  computed 
feparate,  and  of  the  infide  necefiaries  ;   fo  that 
the  work  may  go  on  as  fail  as  the  fubfcription- 
fund  can  be  got  in. 

XIII.  That  the  fubfcribers,  at  the  firft  meet, 
ing,  do  eledl  feven  of  their  number,  fuch  as  are 
knowing  in  carrying  on  of  the  work,  and  willing 
to  attend  at  needful  times.     That  any  three  or 
more,   at  any  meeting  at  the  hofpital,  raay  give 
directions  for  proceeding  on  the  buildings  agreed 
upon  to  be  made  at  the  firft  meeting  of  the  fub- 
fcribers •,  at  which  firft  meeting  a  fecond  meet- 
ing may  be  agreed  upon,  and  fo  from   time  to 
time. 

The  walling-in  of  the  piece  of  ground  intend- 
ed for  this  ufe  may  go  on  as  the  fund  will  bear, 
without  obftru£ting  the  firft  ufeful  buildings. 
And  whereas  there  are  lunatics  of  feveral  kinds, 
as  the  melancholy,  &c.  and  fome  that  are  unruly 
by  fits,  a  building  muft  be  defigned  for  this  fort; 
the  floors  not  lofty,  but  made  fufficiently  airy, 
twenty  feet  wide,  whereof  ten  for  a  gallery,  and 
ten  for  lodges  \  each  lodge  eight  or  ten  feet 
broad. 

DEAR  SIR, 

Herewith  you  have  my  thoughts  of  the  affair 
you  mentioned  to  me.  I  wifh  I  could  prevail 
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on  you  to  patronize  it,  and  lay  down  your  own 
fcheme.  I  am  rnofi  confident  it  cannot  fail  go- 
ing on  brifldy.  You  have  friends  and  interefl 
enough  to  fet  it  a-going,  although  there  may  be 
fome  grandees  would  rather  other  hands  had  the 
conduct  of  it ;  yet  the  work  fpeaks  fo  much  for 
itfelf,  they  muft  be  afhamed  not  to  contribute, 
much  more  to  obftru&  it. 

Jn  the  paper  called  «  The  Propofal,'  I  have 
confidered  the  privateft  and  lead  expenfive  way 
of  going  to  work,  avoided  public  forms,  and 
grandees  interpofing.  Tom  Thorn  by  chance  I 
thought  upon  for  that  reafon,  and  for  preventing 
jobs,  &c .  Do  what  you  pleafe  with  my  papers. 
1  am  juil  ditto. 


LETTER      DXXXIII. 

-  G  -   TO   DR   SWIFT. 


London^  Nov.  7.  1732. 

I  SHOULD  have  anfwered  your's  fooner,  but 
thatl  every  day  expe&ed  another  from  you, 
with  your  orders  to  fpeak  to  the  Duke  j  which 
J  (hould  with  great  pleafure  have  obeyed,  as  it 
was  to  ferve  a  friend  of  your's.  Mrs  Floyd  is  now, 
thank  God,  in  as  good  health  as  I  have  feen  her 
thefe  many  years,  though  {he  has  Hill  her  winter 
cough  hanging  upon  her  ;  but  that,  I  fear,  I 
muft  never  expect  fhe  {hould  be  quite  free  from 
at  this  time  of  day.  All  my  trouble  with  her  now 

is, 
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is,  to  make  her  drink  wine  enough,  according 
to  the  doctor's  order,  which  is  not  above  three 
or  four  glafles,  fuch  as  are  commonly  filled  at 
fober  houfes ;  and  that  me  makes  fo  great  a  rout, 
with  fo  many  faces,  that  there  is  nobody,  that 
did  not  know  her  perfectly  well,  but  would  ex- 
tremely fufpe£t  fhe  do-inks  drams  in  private. 

I  am  forry  to  find  our  taftes  fo  different  in 
the  fame  perfon  ;  and  as  every  body  has  a  natu- 
ral partiality  to  their  own  opinion,  fo  it  is  fur- 

prifmg  to  me  to  find  Lady  S dwindle  in 

your's,  who  rifes  infinitely  in  mine,  the  more 
and  the  longer  I  know  her.  But  you  fay,  you 
will  fay  no  more  of  courts  for  fear  of  growing 
angry  ;  and  indeed,  I  think  you  are  fo  already, 
fince  you  level  all  without  knowing  them,  and 
feem  to  think,  that  none  who  belongs  to  a  court 
can  a£t  right.  I  am  fure  this  cannot  be  really 
and  truly  your  fenfe,  becaufe  it  is  unjuft  ;  and 
if  it  is,  I  (hall  fufpeft  there  is  fomething  of  ycur 
old  maxim  in  it,  (which  I  ever  admired  and  found 
true)  that  you  muft  have  offended  them,  becaufe 
you  don't  forgive.  I  have  been  about  a  fortnight 
from  Knowle,  and  mall  next  Thurfday  go  there 
again  for  about  three  weeks,  where  I  fhall  be 
ready  and  willing  to  receive  your  commands, 
who  am  moft  faithfully  and  fincerely  your's. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      DXXXIV. 

MR   GAY   TO   DR   SWIFT. 
DEAR   SIR,  Nov.   l6.   1732. 

T  AM  at  lad  come  to  London  before  the  family, 
•*•  to  follow  my  own  inventions.  In  a  week 
or  fortnight  I  expect  the  family  will  follow  me. 
You  may  now  draw  upon  me  for  your  money  as 
foon  as  you  pleafe.  I  have  fome  of  my  own  too 
that  lies  dead  ;  and  I  proteft  I  do  not  know 
which  way  at  prefent  to  difpofe  of  it,  every  thing 
is  fo  precarious.  I  paid  Mr  Lancelot  12  1.  and 
pay  myfelf  the  five  guineas  you  had  of  me,  and 
have  deducted  your  lofs,  by  paying  off  one 
of  the  South-fea  bonds :  and  I  find  I  have  re- 
maining of  your's  2 1 1  1.  158.  6d.  And  I  believe 
over  and  above  that  fum,  there  will  be  more  ow- 
ing to  you  upon  account  of  interefl  on  the  bonds, 
about  four  or  five  pounds.  Mr  Hoare  hath 
done  this  for  me,  but  I  have  not  had  time  to  call 
upon  him  yet,  fo  that  I  cannot  be  more  particu- 
lar. As  the  money  now  lies  in  Mr  Hoare's  hands, 
you  fee  it  is  ready  on  demand.  I  believe  you 
had  beft  give  notice  when  you  draw  on  me  for 
it,  that  I  may  not  be  out  of  the  way.  I  have 
not  as  yet  feen  Mr  Pope,  but  defign  in  a  day  or 
two  to  go  to  him,  though  I  am  in  hopes  of  fee- 
ing him  here  to-day  or  to-morrow.  If  my  pre- 
fent project  fucceeds,  you  may  expect  a  better 
account  of  my  own  fortune  a  little  while  after 

the 
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*he  holidays  ;  but  I  promife  myfelf  nothing,  for  • 
I  am  determined  that  neither  any  body  elfe,  or 
:nyfelf,   fhall   difappoint  me.     I  wifh  the  argu- 
ments made  ufe  of  to  draw  you  here  were  every 
way  of  more  confequence.     I  would  not  have 
you  change  one  comfort  of  life  for  another.     I 
wifh  you  to  keep  every  one  of  thofe  you  have 
already,   with   as  many  additional  ones  as  you 
like.     When  I  fit  down  to  confider  on  the  choice 
of  any  fubject,    to  amufe  myfelf  by  writting,    I 
find  I  have  a  natural  propenfity  to  write  againft 
vice,  fo  that  I  don't  expect  much  encouragement; 
though  I  really  think  in  jultice    I  ought  to  be 
paid  for  ftifling   my  own  inclination  j    but  the 
great  are  ungrateful.     Mr  Pulteney's  young  fon 
hath  had  the   fmall-pox,   and  is  perfectly  reco- 
vered.    He  is  not  in  town,  but  is  expected  in  a- 
bout  a  week  from  the  Bath.     I  mufl  anfwer  the 
letter  you  writ  to    the  Dutchefs  and  me,  when 
her  Grace  comes  to  town  ;    for  I  know  flie  in- 
tended to  have  a  part  in   it.      Why  can't  you 
come  among  us  in  the  beginning  of  the  new- 
year  ?    The  company  will  be  then  all  in  town, 
and  the  fpring  advancing  upon   us  every  day. 
What  I  mean  by  the  company  is,  thofe  who  call 
themfelves  your  friends,  and  I  believe  are  fo.    It 
is  certain  the  parliament  will  not  meet  till  the 
middle  of  January.     I  have  not  been  idle  while 
J  was  in  the  country  ;  and  I  know  your  wiflies  in 
general,  and  in  particular  that  induftry  may  always 
find  its  account.  Believe  me,  as  I  am  unchangeable 
in  the  regard,   love,  and  eitcem  I  have  for  you. 
VOL.  XVI.  Nn  LETTER 
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LETTER      DXXXV. 

MR  POPE  TO   DR  SWIFT    *. 

Dec.  5.  1732. 

IT  is  not  a  time  to  complain  that  you  have  not 
anfwered  my  two   letters,    (in   the  laft  of 
•which  I  was  impatient  under  fome  fears).     It  is 
not  now  indeed  a  time  to  think  of  myfelf,  when 
one  of  the  neareft  and  longed  ties  I  have  ever  had 
is  broken  all  on  a  fudden,  by  the  unexpefted 
death  of  poor  Mr  Gay.     An  inflammatory  fever 
hurried  him  out  of  this  life  in  three  days.     He 
died  laft  night  at  nine  o'clock,  not  deprived  of 
his  fenfes  entirely  at  laft,    and  pofieffing  them 
perfectly  till  within  five  hours.     He  aflced  of 
you  a  few  hours  before,  when  in  acute  torment 
by  the  inflammation  in  his  bowels  and  brealt. 
His  effects  are   in  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry's 
cuftody.     His  fitters,    we  fuppofe,    will  be  his 
heirs,   who  are   two  widows ;    as  yet  it  is  not 
known  whether  or  no  he  left  a  will. — Good  God ! 
how  often  are  we  to  die  before  we  go  quite  off 
this    ftage  ?  In  every  friend  we  lofe  a  part  of 
ourfelves,    and  the  bed  part.     God  keep  thofe 
we  have  left !    Few  are  worth  praying  for,  and 
one's  felf  the  lead  of  all. 

I 

«  «  On  My  dear  friend  Mr  Gay'a  death.  Received 
•>  December  15.  but  not  read  till  the  2Oth,  by  an  impulfe, 
«  foreboding  fome  misfortune."  [Thit  note  is  indorfed 
on  the  original  letter  in  Dr  Swift's  hand.]  Pofe. 
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I  (hall  never  fee  you  now,  I  believe ;  one  of 
your  principal  calls  to  England  is  at  an  end.  In- 
deed he  was  the  mod  amiable  by  far,  his  quali- 
ties were  the  gentleft  ;  but  I  love  you  as  well 
and  as  firmly.  Would  to  God  the  man  we  have 
loft  had  not  been  fo  amiable,  nor  fo  good  !  but 
that's  a  with  for  our  own  fakes,  not  for  his. 
Sure,  if  innocence  and  integrity  can  deferve  hap- 
pinefs,  it  mufl  be  his.  Adieu.  I  can  add  no- 
thing to  what  you  will  feel,  and  diminim  nothing 
from  it.  Yet  write  to  me,  and  foon.  Believe 
no  man  now  living  loves  you  better,  I  believe 
no  man  ever  did»than 

A.  POPE, 

Dr  Arbiuhnott,  xvhofe  humanity  you  know, 
heartily  commends  himfelf  to  you.  All  poffible 
diligence  and  affection  has  been  fhown,  and 
continued  attendance,  on  this  melancholy  occa- 
fion.  Once  more  adieu,  and  write  to  one  who 
is  truly  difconfolate. 

P.    S.    by  DR  ARBUTHNOTT. 
DEAR  SIR, 

I  am  forry  that  the  renewal  of  our  correfpon- 
dence  fhould  be  upon  fuch  a  melancholy  occaj- 
fion.  Poor  Mr  Gay  died  of  an  inflammation, 
and,  I  believe,  at  lait  a  mortification  of  the 
bowels.  Jt  was  the  moft  precipitate  cafe  I  ever 
knew,  having  cut  him  off  in  three  clays.  He 
was  attended  by  two  phyficians  belides  myfelf. 


424        DEAN      S  W  I  F  T's 

I  believed  the  diftemper  mortal  from  the  begin- 
ning. I  have  not  had  the  pleafure  of  a  line  from 
you  thefe  two  years-,  I  wrote  one  about  your 
health,  to  which  I  had  no  anfv/er.  I  wifh  you 
all  health  and  happinefs  5  being,  with  great  af- 
feftion  and  refpeft,  Sit, 

Your,  &c. 


LETTER      DXXXVJ. 

Dublin ,    1732-3, 

I  RECEIVED  your's  with  a  few  lines  from  the 
Doctor,  and  the  account  of  our  lofing  Mr 
Gay  j  upon  which  event  I  iliall  fay  nothing.  1 
am  on)y  concerned  that  long  living  hath  not 
hardened  me  :  For  even  in  this  kingdom,  and 
in  a  few  days  paft,  two  perfons  of  great  merit, 
whom  I  loved  very  well,  have  died  in  the  prime 
of  their  years,  but  a  little  above  thirty.  I  would 
endeavour  to  comfort  myfelf  upon  the  lofs  of 
friends,  as  I  do  upon  the  lofs  of  money ;  by 
turning  to  my  account-book,  and  feeing  whe- 
ther I  have  enough  left  for  my  fupport :  But  in 
the  former  cafe  I  find  I  have  not,  any  more  than 
in  the  other;  and  1  know  not  any  man  who  is 
in  a  greater  likelihood  than  myfelf  to  die  poor 
and  friendlefs.  You  are  a  much  greater  lo£er 
than  me  by  his  death,  as.  being  a.  more  intimate 
friend,  and  often  his  companion  ;  which  latter 
I  could  never  hope  to  be,  except  perhaps,  once 
more  in  rny  life,  for  a  piece  of  a  fummer.  I  hopi 

he 
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lie  hath  left  you  the  care  of  any  writings  he  may 
have  left }  and  I  wifh,  that,  with  thofe  already 
extant,  they  could  be  all  published  in  a  fair  e- 
dition  under  your  infpe£lion.  Your  poem  on 
the  ufe  of  riches  hath  been  juft  printed  here  ; 
and  we  have  no  objection  but  the  obfcurity  of 
feveral  paflages  by  our  ignorance  in  facls  and 
perfons,  which  makes  us  lofe  abundance  of  the 
iatire.  Had  the  printer  given  me  notice,  I 
would  have  honeftly  printed  the  names  at  length, 
•where  1  happened  to  know  them  ;  and  writ  ex- 
planatory notes ;  which  however  would  have 
been  but  few,  for  my  long  abfence  hath  made 
rne  ignorant  of  what  pafles  out  of  the  fcene 
where  I  am.  I  never  had  the  lead  hint  from 
you  about  this  \vork,  any  more  than  of  your  for- 
mer upon  tafte.  We  are  told  here,  that  you 
are  preparing  other  pieces  of  the  fame  fculk  to 
be  infcribed  to  other  friends,  one  (for  inflance) 
to  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  another  to  Lord  Ox- 
ford, and  fo  on. Dr  Delaney  prefents  you 

his  moil  humble  fervice.  He  behaves  himfelf 
very  commendably  ;  converfcs  only  with  his 
former  friends,  makes  no  parade,  but  entertains 
them  conftantiy  at  an  elegant  plentiful  table  ; 
walks  the  ttreets,  as  ufual,  by  day-light ;  does 
many  a£ts  of  charity  and  generofity  ;  cultivates 
a  country-houfe  two  miles  diftant ;  and  is  one 
of  thofe  very  few  within  my  knowledge,  on 
whom  a  great  accefs  of  fortune  hath  made  no 
manner  of  change.  .And  particularly  he  is  of- 
ten without  money,  as  he  was  before.  We  have 
N  n  3  Soi 
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got  my  Lord  Orrery  among  us,  being  forced  to 
continue  here  on  the  ill  condition  of  his  eftate 
by  the  knavery  of  an  agent.  He  is  a  moft 
worthy  gentleman,  whom,  I  hope,  you  will  be 
acquainted  with.  I  am  very  much  obliged  by 

your  favour  to  Mr  P ;  which  I  defirc  may 

continue  no  longer  than  he  (hall  deferve  by  his 
modefty  j  a  virtue  I  never  knew  him   to  want, 
but  it  is  hard  for  young  men  to  keep  without  ar 
bundance  of  ballaft.     If  you  are  acquainted  with 
the  D-ut  chefs  of  Qiieenfberry,  I  defire  you  will 
prefent  her  iny  mod  humble  fervice.     I  think 
ihe  is  a  greater  lofer  by  the  death  of  a  friend 
than  either  of  us.     She  feems  a  lady  of  excel- 
lent fenfe  and  fpirit.    I  had  often  poftfcripts  from 
her  in  our  friend's  letters  to  me  ;  and  her  part 
was  fometimes  longer  than  his,  and  they  made 
up  great  part  of  the  little  bappinefs  I  could  have 
here.     This  was  the  more  generous,   becaufe  I 
never  faw  her  fince  (he  was  a  girl  of  five  years 
old,   nor  did  I  envy  poor  Mr  Gay  for  any  thing 
fo  much  as  being  a  domeflic   friend  to  fuch  a 
a  lady.     I  defire  you  will  never  fail  to  fend   me 
a  particular  account  of  your  health,    I  dare  hard- 
ly inquire  about  Mrs  Pope,  who,  I  am  told,  is 
but  juft  among  the  living,  and  confequently  a 
continual  grief  to  you  :  She  is  fenGble  of  your 
tendernefs,  which  robs  her  of  the  only  happinefs 
ihe  is  capable  of  enjoying.     And  yet  I  pity  you 
more  than  her ;   you  cannot  lengthen  her  days, 
and  I  beg  flie  may  not  ftiorten  your's. 

LETTER 
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THE  EARL   OF  PETERBOROW    TO   MR  POPE. 

1732. 

I  AM  under  the  greateft  impatience  to  fee  Dr 
Swift  at  Bevis-Mount,  and  muft  fignify  my 
mind  to  him  by  another  hand  ;  it  not  being  per- 
mitted me  to  hold  correfpondcnce  with  the  faid 
Dean,  for  no  letter  of  mine  can  come  to  his 
hands. 

And  whereas  it  is  apparent,  in  this  Proteftant 
land,  mod  efpecially  under  the  care  of  divine 
providence,  that  nothing  can  fucceed,  or  come 
to  a  happy  iffue,  but  by  bribery ;  therefore  let 
me  know  what  he  expects  to  comply  with  my  de- 
fireSy  and  it  fhall  be  remitted  unto  him. 

For  though  I  would  not  corrupt  any  man  for 
the  whole  world,  yet  a  benevolence  may  be  given 
without  any  offence  to  confcience.  Every  one 
rnuit  confefs  that  gratification  and  corruption 
are  two  diftin£l  terms  ;  nay,  at  worft,  many 
good  men  hold,  that,  for  a  good  end,  fome  very 
naughty  meafures  may  be  made  ufe  of. 

But,  Sir,  I  muft  give  you  fome  good  news  in 
relation  to  myfelf,  becaufe  I  know  you  wifh  me 
well.  I  am  cured  of  fome  difeafes  in  my  old  age, 
which  tormented  me  very  much  in  my  youth. 

I  was  poflefled  with  violent  and  uneafy  paf- 
fions,  fuch  as  a  peevifli  concern  for  truth  *,.  and 
a  faucy  love  for  my  country. 

When 

•  This  and  the  following  letter  are  taken  from  the  fe" 
coi;d  volume  of  Poke's  Iciicio- 
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When  a  Chriftian  prieft  preached  againft  the 
fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  when  an  Englifh  judge  de- 
termined againil  Magna  Charta  *,  -when  the 
minifter  a£led  againft  common  fenfe,  I  ufed  to 
fret. 

Now,  Sir,  let  what  will  happen,  I  keep  my- 
felf  in  temper.  As  I  have  no  flattering  hopes,  fo 
I  banifh  all  ufelefs  fears.  But  as  to  the  things  of 
this  world,  1  find  myfelf  in  a  condition  beyond 
.expectation  ;  it  being  evident,  from  a  late  par- 
liamentary inquiry,  that  I  have  as  much  ready- 
money,  as  much  in  the  funds,  and  as  great  a  per- 
fonal  eftate  as  Sir  R.obert  S — tt — n. 

If  the  tranfiator  of  Homer  find  fault  with  this 
unheroic  diipofition  ;  or,  what  I  more  fear,  if 
the  Drapier  of  Ireland  accufe  the  Englifhman  of 
want  of  fpirit;  I  filence  you  both  with  one  line 
out  of  your  own  Horace  :  £htid  te  exempt  a  juvat 
fpinis  e  pluribus  una  ?  For  I  take  the  whole  to  be 
fo  corrupted  that  a  cure  in  any  part  wouid  be  of 
little  avail.  Your's,  &c.. 

LETTER     DXXXVIII. 

DR  SWIET  TO   THE   EARL   OF   PETERBOROW. 
MY   LORD, 

1  NEVER  knew  or  heard  of  any  perfon  fo  vola- 
tile, and  fo  fixed  asyourLordihip.  You,  while 
your  imagination  is  carrying  you  through  every 
corner  of  the  world,  where  you  have  or  have  not 

been, 

•  As  may  be  feen  from  his  traufa<5tions  with  Fenwick 
in  the  year  1696-7.     Warb> 
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been,  can  at  the  fame  time  remember  to  do  offi- 
ces of  favour  and  kindnefs  to  the  meaneft  of  your 
friends  ;  and  in  all  the  fcenes  you  have  pafled, 
have  not  been  able  to  attain  that  one  quality  pe- 
culiar to  a  great  man,  of  forgetting  every  thing 
but  injuries.  Of  this  I  am  a  living  witnefs  a- 
gainft  you.  For  being  the  mod  infignificant  of 
all  your  old  humble  fervants,  you  were  fo  cruel 
as  never  to  give  me  time  to  afk  a  favour,  but  pre- 
vented me  in  doing  whatever  you  thought  I  de- 
fired,  or  could  be  for  my  credit  or  advantage. 

I  have  often  admired  at  the  capricioufnefs  of 
Fortune  in  regard  to  your  Lordihip.  She  hath 
forced  courts  to  aft  againft  the  oldeft  and  moft 
conflant  maxims  ;  to  make  you  a  general,  becaufe 
you  had  courage  and  conduft;  an  ambaflador,  be- 
caufe you  had  wifdom  and  knowledge  in  the  in* 
terefts  of  Europe;  and  an  admiral,  on  account 
cf  your  fkill  in  maritime  affairs.  Whereas,  ac- 
cording to  the  ufual  method  of  court-proceed- 
ings, I  mould  have  been  at  the  head  of  the  army, 
and  you  of  the  church,  or  rather  a  curate  under 
the  Dean  of  St  Patrick's. 

The  Archbiftiop  of  Dublin  laments  that  he 
did  not  fee  your  Lordfhip  till  he  was  jufl  upon 
the  point  of  leaving  the  Bath.  I  pray  God  you 
may  have  found  fuccefs  in  that  journey,  elie  I 
fhall  continue  to  think  there  is  a  fatality  in  all 
your  Lordfhip's  undertakings,  which  only  termi- 
nate in  your  own  honour,  and  the  good  of  the 
public,  without  the  leaft  advantage  to  your  health 
or  fortune. 

I 
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I  remember  Lord  Oxford's  miniftry  ufed  to 
tell  me,  that  not  knowing  where  to  write  to  you, 
they  were  forced  to  write  at  you.  It  is  fo  with 
me ;  for  you  are  in  one  thing  an  evangelical  man, 
that  you  know  not  where  to  l<ry  your  head,  and 
I  think  you  have  no  houfe.  Pray,  my  Lord,  writ* 
to  me,  that  I  may  have  the  pJeafure,  in  this  fcoun- 
drel  country,  of  going  about  and  {hewing  my  de- 
pending parfons  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Peter- 
borow.  I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      DXXXIX. 

CHARLES  FORD,  ESQJ   TO  DR  SWIFT. 

London,  Dec.  23.  1732. 

"\/"EsTERDAY  I  received  your  letter  of  the 
-1-  pth,  and  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for 
the  conflant  concern  you  (hew  for  me.  I  am 
afhamed  to  trouble  you  fo  much  and  fo  often  in 
my  own  affairs  :  and  your  great  kindnefs  makes 
me  almoft  afhamed  to  aflc  pardon  for  it.  *  * 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  character  you  give 
of  Lord  Orrery.  He  was  extremely  applauded 
for  a  fpeech  he  made  againft  the  Army  Bill. 
There  is  no  danger  of  repealing  the  Teft.  The 
court  has  taken  the  ufual  method  of  gaining  the 
fanatick  leaders,  much  againft  the  grain  of  the 
body.  It  is  faid  the  Bifhop  of  Salisbury  is  the 
chief  encourager  of  them  ;  that  the  Queen  fpoke- 
to  him,  and  that  he  anfwercdj,  He  had  promifed, 

and 
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;md  would  not  fail  them.  He  can  be  befmeared, 
although  they  would  not  fuffer  him  to  go  the 
dirty  road  to  Durham.  That  was  the  excufe 
they  made  him  upon  the  laft  vacancy  of  that  fee. 
I  am  extremely  proud  that  Lady  Achefon  does 
me  the  honour  to  remember  her  humble  fervant. 
I  heartily  wifh  fhe  could  be  perfuaded  to  keep 
good  hours,  having  obferved,  by  many  of  my  ac- 
quaintance, that  nothing  impairs  health  fomuch 
as  fitting  up  late.  I  often  hear  from  my  filler : 
She  writes  in  quite  another  ftrain  than  {he  talked, 
with  chearfulnefs  and  good-nature.  I  fancy 
Arfalla  *  has  cured  the  Lady  of  her  fpleen. 

I  heartily  wim  you  many  new  years,  with 

health  and  happinefs;  and  am,  moft  entirely,  &c. 

I  am  told  poor  Gay's  play  is  now  in  rehearfal, 

,and  will  pleafe.     It  was  that  brought  him 

to   town  a  little  before  he  died  ;  though, 

without  his  fever,  he  could  not  probably 

have  held  out  long  any  where. 

*  The  feat  of  Peter  Ludlow,  Efq;  father  to  the  prefeat 
Ix>rd  LuSlow. 
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